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K. W. SMITH. From frontIer to mIdlands: a history of the Graaff-
Reinet distnct. 1786-1910 Institut~ of Social and Economic
R~search. Rhod~s Univ~rsity: occasional paper numb~r tw~nty.
Grahamstown. 1976. R6.00.

R. T .J. LOMBARD. HandleJdJ7Ig VlT genealogzese naVOTSJ"g Raad vir
Geestesw~t~nskaplik~ Navorsing: Pr~toria. 1977. R4.50.

Soos die titel aandui, is hierdie publikasie van die RGN opgestel
om genealogiese navorsers van hulp te wees. Aangesien die navorsings.
metodes van die genealogie verband hou met di~ van algemene ge-
skiedenis en dus oak met streekgeskiedenis, sal die streekhistorikus
ongetwyfeld daarby baat vind.

In die eerste hoofstuk, Genealogie en Genealografie, word onder
meeT die wese, doel en geskiedenis van die Genealogie bespreek.
Belangrik is om te onthou dat wanneer die genealoog n register opstel
elke naam n persoon verteenwoordig war n bepaalde betekenis en
plek in sy familie en samelewing gehad bet. Hier kom die streekge-
skiedenis van pas, veral wanneer die genealoog die herkoms en die rol
van pionier- en ander families in n bepaalde omgewing ondersoek
(streekgenealogie). Die ooreenkorns tussen die steekhistorikus en die
genealoog is dat bulle beide die mens as studie.objek bet, maar bulle
bet verskillende benaderings. Waar die streekhistorikus die mens in sy
verhouding tot sy medemens en sy omgewing bestudeer, gee die
genealoog hoofsaaklik aandag aan onderlinge verwantskappe tussen
mense met n gemeenskaplike herkorns.

In die volgende hoofstuk word aandag gegee aan die metodiek
van die genealogie. Aspekte war bespreek word, is onder meeT die
onderwerp van studie, dokumentasie, opsporing en evaluering van
bronne, kerkregisters en grafskrifte. Hierdie hoofstuk gee vir die navor.
seT n goeie idee van war alles in ag geneem moet word en hoe te werk
gegaan moet word met genealogiese navorsing.

Die derde hoofstuk, Bewaarplekke van Genealogiese Bronne, gee
n oorsig van die belangrikste argiefgroepe in die verskillende argief-
bewaarplekke in Suid-Afrika, Suidwes-Afrika en Rhodesie. Daar word
oak verwys na belangrike kultuurhistoriese museums. Hierdie hoofstuk
kan met vrug geraadpleeg word deur aile geskiedenisnavorsers. n
Goeie studie daarvan sal die oningeligte help om vertroud te raak met
die inhoud van die argiefbewaarplekke.

In die laaste hoofstuk word verduidelik hoe om n geslagsre-
gister op te stel. Dit word gei1lustreer met n afstammelingstafel en n
kwartierstaat met rota's. Laastens verskyn daar n uitgebreide biblio-
grafie war vir die genealoog van groat waarde is.

Hierdie goedversorgde publikasie is n belangrike toevoeging tot
ons histories.metodologiese literatuur en verdien n plek op die boekrak
van veral die genealoog maar oak op die van die historikus.

A,E. NELL
Raad vir Geestesweten.skaplike Navorsing

MARCIA M. MILLER. How to collect and write local history.
Sunstone Press. Santa Fe. 1975. R~.55 ($1.95).

A slightly abridged version of a thesis submitted in 1975 to the
Rhodes University for the Ph.D. degree, this comprehensive work on
Graaff .Reinet and district is certainly a valuable contribution to the
study of local history; it is an excellent example of an academic study
which covers a long period of one of the Eastern Cape's oldest and
most important districts.

The book is divided into two main parts. Part I, comprising six
chapters, outlines the process of White settlement in the Graaff-Reinet
area and gives a general picture of the main springs of political,
social and economic life in the district- Pan II consists of nine chapters,
and deals with the most significant areas of contact between the
different groups in the town and district.

During the first naif of the eighteenth century, development of
stock farming made dispersal into the interior inevitable and led to the
expansion of the Colony. In the introductory chapter this migration of
White colonists and the ultimate founding of a drosdy at Graaff.
Reinet are discussed. The next two chapters give a vivid description of
life in this frontier society until 1837, when the Colesberg district was
created to the north of Graaff-Reinet. This marked the beginning of the
changes that were to transform the frontier to a midland society.

The period between the Great Trek and the opening up of the
diamond-fields was, with some exceptions, a time of considerable
prosperity, and Graaff-Reinet became the leading district in the mid-
lands. Chapters four, five and six deal with the golden age of this
district (1837 -1861), the era of political rise and economic decline
(1861-1899), and the outbreak and aftermath of the Anglo-Boer War
(1899-1910). These chapters describe among other things the develop-
ment of the wool industry, farming in general, transport, educational
and religious activities, and the impact of the war on the inhabitants.

Municipal government came to the town in 1845, to be followed
by representative government in 1854 and the creation of Divisional
Councils a year later. The first three chapters of Part II are grouped
under the title "The municipal barque.', and deal with matters such as
th~ establishment of a municipal board, the water scheme and problems
involv~d, th~ collapse and re-institution of municipal government and

municipal r~presentation.
Graaff-Rein~t played a leading r61e in th~ formation of White

atti,udes to colour. In this frontier district White and Black frontiers-
men first made meaningful contact and set the pattern for trading,
~mployment and conflict- It was here that White South Africans first
grappled with the problem of securing themselves against Black com-
petitors by advocating separation while, at the same time, relying
increasingly on Black labour (VIae p_359)- Chapters nine ("Farm
labour.') and ten (..Black and White in town") give an account of these
r~lationships between Whites on the one hand, and Hottentots, Bush-
men and Xhosa on the other.

The last four chapters deal with political relationships and
include inter alia political grouping and divisions, parliamentary
representation, and the influence which the Afrikaner Bond, the
Jameson Raid, the Anglo.Boer War and the unification of South
Africa had on the history of the Graaff -Reinet district.

In order to achieve a balance and avoid giving the impression
that the ev~nts in this vast district to(lk place in isolation with no
reference to the wider community of whIch Graaff-Reinet was just a
part, the author has attempted to relate local events to the general
situation obtaining at the Cape (p.XVII). This study is based on
original documentary records, together with valuable sources like local
n~wspapers, and r~cords of the municipal board and the town council.
Th~ source list and exhaustive index at the end will prove useful to thf'
researcher as well as to the reader of local history, Some seven maps and
sev~ral nin~teenth century photographs of Graaff-Reinet are included
in th~ book, which is available from the Institute of Social and
Economic Research, Rhodes University, Graharnstowr..

Although the author has succeeded in arranging the bulky
information, stretching over a period of more than a century, into a
meaningful synthesis, he has neglected certain aspects of the history of
Graaff-Reinet, e.g. cultural organisations and their activities, the
~nforcement of law and order, the development of communication,
and trade relations. In addition, perhaps too little attention has been
paid to matters such as farming, education (especially in the district)
and the various religious denominations.

At a time when the world seems to be more involved in global
problems and space exploration than in everyday life, many question
the rOle and importance of local history. And yet it is a microcosm of
the larger scene; it is the history of people, events and institutions
in a specifically designated and geographically circumscribed area -

local history is, after all, the true beginning of all history.
In this booklet, consisting of seventeen pages, the author

endeavours to answer some of the questions most asked by those writing
local history, which she maintains should be collected and preserved
because it is an essential part of the national heritage:. It is not
necessary for a person to be a professional historian to write local
history. On the contrary, most of it is written by amateurs who are
usually as well trained in basic methods as the professional historian.

Among the special aptitudes required are an enthusiastic zeal
and a tremendous interest in the subject, the mind of a detective, and
plenty of patience -because collecting and writing local history takes
not only tact but time.

The author lists some of the public sources which might contain
useful information, e.g. telephone directories, local and regional maps,
newspapers and magazines, school records and annuals, state and
regional histories, census reports, anniversary booklets and councilor
commission minutes. Private sources are family albums, diaries and
journals, letters, genealogies and scrapbooks.

C.C. ELOFF
Human Sciences Research Council
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society or itS right to exist is bound to alter his opinion after having
read this book. Enthusiasm, imagination, ingenuity and the time
needed to raise money by various means are the main ingredientS for a
successful society. Apart from preserving local history such a society will
contribute harmony and cohesiveness to the community.

By and large the book is basically intended to be practical and
instructive; this makes it a real asset to local historical societies, which
can only benefit by having it within reach.

M. VAN HEERDEN
Human Sciences Research Council

Local and regional newspapers, however, constitute the major
source of contemporary local history, recording, as they do, an area,
its people, their customs, economic conditions, festivities and tragedies.
In addition, advertisements in newspapers provide invaluable historical

information.
Oral history as a means of collecting information is analysed

and evaluated by the author in the light of questions such as: How is
oral hi~tory collected and preserved? How do I use the tape recorder
when interviewing? How can oral history be used? What should be

avoided in oral history?
Written to help the researcher It' -:reate better articles, this

comprehensive guide offers many pracucai hints for publication. It
also deals with matters such as the importance of local history
organizations, legal implications in using diaries and letters, indexing
information by using file cards, copyright,et cetera.

To those who are interested in collecting and writing local
history. this informative publication is extremely useful and can be

recommended as indispensable.

C. C. ELOFF
Human Sciences Research Councz"l

A.J. CHRISTOPHER. Southern Africa. Studies in historical geography
series. Dawson: Folkstone/ Archon: Harnden. 1976. £8.00.
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D, WEYERCREIGH, A pn'mer for local historical societies, AASLH:
Nashvill~. 1976, $6.50,

A 1972 survey of historical geography in Africa by Kwamina
B. Dickson (see A.R.H. Baker, Progress in histoncal geography (New
York, 1972), pp.187-206 and 273-274) suggests that very little at-
tention is given to this subject on the African Continent and it makes
no reference to a single work produced in Africa south of the Zambezi.
It is therefore safe to assume that the study of historical geography
is comparatively new in South Africa. Because of this people interested
in how the cultural landscape of southern Africa had evolved were
1argely dependent on A.F. Hattersley.s Illustrated social history of South

Afnca (Cape Town, 1969).
Dr Christopher has changed this situation by publishing the

results of his reseil ..on the historical geography of southern Arica;
this he has don- in local and overseas journals and in this his first
comprehensive wurk on the subject. Apart from the fact that it
introduces into South Africa new concepts in the field of historical
geography his book is important for its interdisciplinary and human
approach to geography. an approach which makes his book valuable
also for historians, particularly those specialising in urban and regional

history.
It is quite clear that the author does not pretend to describe In

detail the way the southern African landscape has been transformed
through White settlement. The book is. instead, a broad introductory
study of the process. the details of which can be worked out later. The
first three chapters deal with the factors which determined the settle.
ment of Whites in the interior of South Africa during the Dutch and
early English periods up to 1860. They are followed by a rather short
chapter on urban expansion from 1806 to 1860. when major develop.
mentS took place. These first four chapters virtually cover the history
of White settlement in that part of southern Africa which today forms

the RSA.
By 1860 the main outlines of White rural development had been

drawn. Chapter Five goes on to discuss the years 1860 to 1914. when
the processes of filling in and closing the farming frontier took place.
Tht" important industrial development which took place at this time
through the discovery of diamonds (Kimberley) and gold (Witwaters.
rand) is described in Chapters Six and Seven.

One of the most interesting though problematical aspectS of
colonization in southern Africa, that of contact between White and
Black. is considered in Chapter Eight. To a large extent the future of
White settlement in southern Africa was shaped by the economic and
political effectS of this contact. and the present situation in the RSA and
Rhodesia can hardly be, understood without taking these factors into

account.
In a final chapter the author offers some perspectives on the

historical geography of southern Africa. using Turners frontier thesis
on the settlement of the United States of America as a model and
drawing parallels with what has been experienced in southern Africa.
Although the process of settlement here was very similar to that in
North America. Christopher indicates that in general the character.
istics of settlement in southern Africa have been peculiar to this con.

tinent.
To conclud~: this w~ll-research~d and w~ll.writt~n book is a

w~lcome addition to the scientific literature of south~rn Africa and
might well in future be looked back upon as an important pioneering
work, valuable to both the study and und~rstanding of the geographical
processes and of history.

A.G. OBERHOLSTER
Human SCIences Research Councu

Even apart from the title, the front cover of Dorothy Weyer
Creigh's book arouses interest by its conspicuous red apple crowning
the silhouette of an old.fashioned chair.

Her enthusiasm for her subject, local history, is evident through-
out the book. The purpose and functions of a historical society take
on a new meaning when one has read it, for it becomes clear that
local history can virtually become "a way of living, really, wherein we
think, plan, talk even dream about _.."

She starts her subject by stating the important factors which
have to be kept in mind before a historical soci~ty is even founded,
and then continues with advice on how to establish it.

The chapter on financ~ deals with all the problems of money-
raising and gives very practical advice on handling the funds of a society.

The writer goes on to deal with the publicity aspect and with
projects for limited budgets. The latter constitute perhaps the most
important and valuable chapter in the book. There are practical guide.
lines on projects such as locating historical information in libraries;
where and how to collect local historical material and how to index the
information obtain~rl; how to record historical information from
cemetery inscriptions, place names, historic sites, and how to make
historic maps. Projects could also be made of subjects like the commu.
nity, the schools, the senior citizens, local fairs, bazaars and film
shows. If historical societies were able to put into effect even just a few
of these projects the task of the researcher who is to write a local
history of a region would be considerably eased,

The chapter on collecting Oral History has interesting informa-
tion and guidance on how to prepare and conduct an int~rview and
how to transcribe and file the recording.

The next few chapters deal with buildings -the permanent
marking of historic sites, the preservation and restoration of buildings
and the part which historical societies can play in these activities.

Oth~r subjects dealt with are the arranging of tours (where,
what, how?); th~ establishing of a historical library; how to make use of
volunteers from the society; how to set about publishing a manuscript
(sources, footnotes, ind~x), or a periodical, or a monthly publication;and finally how to distribute a publication. .

In another chapter the writ~r deals with the local museum which
is run by a historical soci~ty. Only broad outlines are given about
instituting a museum, the display and labelling of obj~cts and the
probl~m of maintaining it.

There are five Appendices, unfortunately not applicable to th~
South African researcher as they r~f~r to institutions, societies and
research addresses in the United States of America. The index,
how~ver, is w~lI compiled and h~lpful.

One of the most valuable assets of the book is a fairly extensive
bibliography at the end of ~ach chapter which makes possible more
~xtensive reading on particular subjects. Unfortunately there is no

comprehensive alphab~tical bibliography.
The book is illustrated with very ordinary photographs some of

which, unfortunately, serve little purpose.
Anybody who, until now, has doubted the purpose of a historical
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