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AFRIKAANS VOWELS. 
MOUTH. TONGUE. 

Front Mlzed Ba.ck 

HIGH } (y) i 
Olose. 

(u) 

Half-close (f!I) e l (o) 
9 

Half-open (a;,) E (:>) 

Open} Q 

Low a: 

[y] High front, tense, rounded. 

DIPTHONGS. 

[ia] [ua] ; [ui] 

[ea] [09]; [e·u] [o·i] [ou] 
[f!la] 

[ea] [ma]; [rey] [oil 
[oa] Lei] 

[aa]; [ai] [ai] [au] 

11uus [nys] muur (my·r] · urs (y·ra] 

[ i] High front, tense. 
sien (sin] dier (di'r] vlie [flh] or [fli:J 

[ e] Half-close front, tense. 
eet [eat] or [e·t], reel [re·el] or [re:l]. 

[f!I] Half-close front, tense, rounded. 
setm [sfll·n] or [seflln], t6'Uei [tfll·al] or [tfll:l]. 

[ e] Half-open front, tense. 

Other 
Combinations 

[uia] 

Le·ua] 
[oua] (oia] 

[mya] [oia] 
[eia] 

[aia] 

d~ [de], wsg [vex], ~reld [ve·rlt], leer [le·ar] or [le:i]. 

( ce] Half-open front, tense, rounded. 
put [pcet], vurk [fcerk], br'l2e [brce:] or [brce·a]. 

[a] Low, open, mixed; short tense, long slack. 
dag [dax], klaar [kla·r], kael [ha:l] or [ha'al]. 

[o] Half-open, back, rounded; short tense, long slack. 
nog [nox], m6re [mo·ra], true [tro·a] 

[o] Half-close, back, rounded; tense, but slack in [ou]. 
boom [boam] or [bo•m], bome [bo·ma], voil [fo·al] or [fo:l]. 

[ u] High, back, tense, rounded. 
toe [tu], boer [bu·r], koeel [ku·al] or [ku:l]. 

[J] Half-close mixed tense, for i in accented syllables. 
amid [smJt], wte [v!:] or [vfa] or [va:] (see note 5). 

[a] Half-closed mixed slack, for i and e in unaccented syllables. 
vir [far], nodig [ 'no·dax], ~ lepel [ 1e·pal]. · 



All Afrikaans vowels before n plus 11 consonant tend to become nasalized and are 
then half-lengthened: 

e.g. oans · [xci·s], mens [ms ·11], kuns [k<ii·s], ona [5·s], Hna [e: s], 'kon.fyt 

[ko·'feit] J beginners [ ba 'x!nars], vrouena r froua ·s], tenniinate 
I 

[t~·'mrsta] t•amnore [f~·'mo-re] 

In the combination, vowel + n.d + vowel, the first vowel is usually nasa­
lized in rapid speech, [n] is retained and Ld] is dropped: 

e.g. tande [t~·ne], wonder [vij·nar], on.kuntle [ '5·kl.e•ne], onder [5·nar] 

een.det·s le·nars], skinder lski·ner] or [sINnar], hoendet· [hihiar], friende 
[fri-na]. 

[-i] diphthongs: 
[kui] koei, 
[ ro·i] rooi, 
[t:>ips] toiings, 
[mreys] mu.is, 
[baia] baie, [tai] taai 
[fra-i] fr.aai, 
[vei] wei, 
[rei] 1·y, 

~ [ui] 
,J CajJ 

EUATA: 

p. 2 and 6, for vU;J, read vUei. 
p. 2. for [ve·rlt], read [ve·rlt]; 

for [re·el], read [re·al]. 

[ -u] diphthongs: 
[e·u] -eeu [le·u] leeu, 
[ou] -ou [bout] hout, 
[au] au/ 

p. 8. for [tai], read [tail; for [k~·'feit], read [ko·'hit] ; 

for [ta·'m!·ste], read [ta'm!·ste]; 
.. -for [fa· 'm:>•r;,), read [fa 'm:>"ra] ; 

for [vo·nar], read [vuner]. (The othei: nasalised 
vowels under this head.in~ are also unaffected i11 
length.) 

p. 8. for friende, read vriende. 
p. 5. for [hoapci] read [b:>apci]. 
p. 5 and 8. [f v] are Continuants, not Stops. 
p. 6. for [a] A nag [nax], read [a] A nag [nax]. 
p. 8. for [w] E [wll], read [w] E wiZl [wll]. 
p. 2 and 6. for dipthong read diphthong. 

Addendum.: 

p. 5. [t] gids [:r.1ts]. 
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All Afrikaans vowels before n plus 11 consonant tend to become nasalized and are 
then half-lengthened: 

e.g. gana· [xci·s], niens [ms ·s], kims [kre·s], ons [5·s], eens [e: s], konfyt 

[ko·'feit], beginners [ba'xi'na1'ij], vrouens [froua·s], tenniinste 
I 

[t~·'mi'·sta] i·anniore [f~·'m:>·ra] 

In the combination, vowel + nd + vowel, the first vowel is usually nasa­
lized in rapid speech, [n] is retain'ed and [d] is dl·opped: 

- . . -e.g. tande [ta·na], wonder [vq·nar], onkv.nde [ 'S·kre•na], onder [S•nar] 

eend6t's [e·nars], skinder [sk°!·nar] or [sk8nar], hoender [hii'nar], friende 
[ fri"D. a]. 

[-i] diphthongs: 
[ui] -oei [kui] koei, 
[o·i] -noi. [ro·i] rooi, 
[:>i] -oii [t:>ipS] toiings, 
[rey] -ui [mreys] muill, 
[ai] -ai [baia] bale; [tai] taai 
[a·i] -aal [fra·i] fr.aai, 
[ei] {-ei [vei] wei, 

· · -ry [rsi] 111, 

[i]_ · 1 [ui] 

[ ]~~--- ,,[oi] 
y ~ ~ - ·- ------== -{ [:>1] 

[rey]-'-[ei] 1 [ai] 

[-u] diphthongs: 
[e·u] -eeu [le·u] leeu, 
[ou] -ou [bout] hout, 
[au] au/ 

'(,, 

[au] 

OTHER COMBINATIONS: 

-ou.P [oua] moue [moua], -aie [aia] baie [baia] 
-ooie [oia] mooit!r [moiar], -eie [eia] leier [leiar] 
-die [:>ia] ndientjie [n:>iapci] • -ye [eia] wyer [veiar] 

eeue [e·ua] uie [reya] 
-oeig [uia] gotfie [xuia] 



Front 
-- ---

~ y muur 
fl: ure 

-
- a> Cij rn 
=x:-§ l.flf neus 

-- -----
.... c::: 
al a> .lm put - c. -o 

jj:: 
0 

..l 

-a i niet :E 
-

.... a> .le eet al rn 
:i=-§ rede 

------
-E l.e ver al c. 
::i:: 0 - -----

it: 
j 

Afrikaans Vowels. 
TENSE SLACK 

Mixed Back Front 

= 
- --

u voet 

I J...o bome 

----"----~ -----t 80 

I .la dom I I 

! I 
~------- I 

I I 
I 

I l half-slack I koei I I 
I 

,__ ___________ 
- - - - ---, r a 

1.1 lit I gewillige 
1--. -

I I 
I I a vaal 

j_Q n«g 
. 

ha el 
I I stasie 

au 

Back 

u half-slack 
SIU. bou 

-- -·---1 

o in [ouj 
hout 

:>in (:>i], toiings 
o· more 

...J... denotes that the tongue is slightly raised from the normal position, -r lowered, , fronted, }- backed· 

~ 
·t 

d ; 
t 
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Afrikaans Con son an ts. 

Lip- Point Blade Front 
Manner Lips Teeth Gum Gum Pal 

-
Stop p b f v t d c 

I - - --- - ---- ,.._._ ·, 
Continu- I s jl ant. 

(w) I s Q x h 

-- - I 

v ___ I_ Nasal m D pl 
I . I -

Y-(a)I_, 
I 

~ 
Divided I 

- --~---1 -
Trill r 

I I 
I 

Voiced consonants are on the right, and breath consonants on the left 
of a r.olu:ni.n. 

[p] pad. [put], -b rib [rJp] [f] af [af], voet [fut], 
[b] boek [buk], [v] w wieZ [vil]. 
[t] toe [tu], -d tyd. [teit] [k] kyk [keik] 
[d] die [di]; f g] burget· fbmrgarl. f gl ghienie ['gini] 
fc] tj ija.Ue [ca·li], d.j. meidjie [meici]; [pc] nd.j hand.ji1 [hapci] 
[h] is bl"eathed with tb-e following written vowel sound or sounds, 

"7 
· e.g. h&&1 [eil], but can be represented [heil]. 

[ Y] denotes the forreful opening of the vocal chords before a vo\ftl, and 
is rarely found in English ; e.g. eeti. [ Yean]. 

[s] sit [s1t], [ n sjef [ 5ef], [j] Jou [jou], [x] gaan [xa'D.] but 
[C:] is used for fx] before front vowels, e.g. gieter ['Qitar]. 

[m] [n] man [nian], [ P] sing [s~p]. 

[l] As in English a forward [l] is used before front vowels and a 
backward fl] before back vowels; e.g. Zeer [leer], Zood. [loat]. 

[r] is trille<.l; 1'UR lrresl, metr [mear], but a burr [R] used by some 
speakers is regarded as dialec'1.al. 

There is a tendency to insert [al or even [i] before the combinations, -tjie 
and -tljie; e.g. hontljie [~~;rc!l• bootjie [b9ici], hoetljie [huiei]. 

[w] sometimes pronounced; e.g. iWarl fsvart] or [BV·art]. 
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MOUTH. 

HIGH } 
Close. 

Half-close. 

Half-open. 

·Open} 
Low. 

English and Afrikaans Vowels. 
TONGUE. English: Dipthongs and 

Front. Mixed. Back. other Combinations. 

(-y) i (u) tense [ij]; [uw] ~uwl 
l or 1 (u) or (u) slack [ia]; [ua] jua 

(f!I) e (o)(o:) tense 
~ a (o) slack [~i] [~1a]; [ou] [oua] 

a: tense (m) e (:>) [ea] 
ae A (:>)(:>:) slack [:>l], [:>la], [:>a] 

a p: tense 
a, a: 'D slack [al] [ala]; [au] [aua] 

.A.= .A.frikaam. E =English. 

[y] A tH.iut [nyt] A m.ure [my-ra] 
[i] A Piet [pit] A 11Ziir ffli·a] 
[i] ~ peat [pijt] E feet [:fijt] (see note 1.) 
[i] [I] E bit [bit] or [bit] (see note 3.) 
Le] A een [ean] A Zeiir [le·arj 

[f6] A ne-us [nef6s] (11ee note 4) 
[~] E pen [p®] E tread [tied] 
[ e] E 't11.ere [8 ea] 
[e] A de [dej, weg [vex] A 11er [f&·r] 
[m] A bus [bms] A t-Ue [rre·a] 
[ae] E sad [seed];. [a] only O<'<'llrs in f<)nglish diph­

thongs (see page 7), but some· Afrikaans 
speakers eome near it in swart [svart]. 

[a] A nag tnax] A haaZ [hualj or [ha·l] 
.E father LfO. Ba] E farther [fa·Ba] 

['D] E on [nn] E saw [1111:] (see note 2.) 
[.:>] A pot [potj tense; A s6e. [BD'8] long slaek; 

E mourn, mom LJIW :11] } 
E boy [boi]. Kla<'.k, long Qr short. 
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o] short slack, occurs only in diphthong [ou] in E. and A. (see below). 
[o] A loop [loap] A oii [o·a] 
f u] [u] E push [puJ] or [puJ] E good [glid] 
[u] E food,. [iuwd] E rude [ruwd] 
[u] A goed [xut] A vroeiir [fru:er] 
[!] for i in accented syllables } e.g. A gewillig 
[a] for i and e in unaccented syllables [xe'v!lex] 
[e] E mother [mABe] A te [ta] E bird [ba:d] 
[A] E run [lAn] E young [jA p] 

In Afrikaans diphthongs the etreBB is equal on each of the vowel com­
ponents, except where one is longer then the other. To English ears a.n' Afrikaans 
diphthong appears to haYC the stress on tne second component, because English 
cliphthongs- are stressed on the :first component. 

For Afrikaans diphthongs, see p. 2. 

E'll.gUsh diphtho'ngs a'll.d other combi'll.atiom: 

fear [fie] poor [pue] fewer [fjua] 

go [gou] mower [moua] 

day I dt\l] prayer [PJf:la] 

there [Bee], door [doe], or [do:] or [dne] 

oil [:>ll] annoyer [a'n:>le] 

:fly [fJai], light [lait] higher (hale] 

how [hau] hour [auel 

deed [dijd] food [fuwd), brute [bluwt] 

she [ ! ij] few, due, you, [fjuw], [djuw], [juw] 
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English and Afrikaans Consonants. 

L' Lip- :Point- !Point· Blade- '1 Palate 'GlottallOrgan 
Manner ips teeth 

1 
teeth gum gum Front Back 1 

-,---i--1--1-
Stop p bf v t d c k gl 1 

--------1--- ~,-. 1---l-1-' 

Continuant M w i 6 3 I 6 ~ 
1 

f 3 Q j I x ! h ' 

Na.Sal 
m -! -1·-n 1---p 1-p ,.- -: 

- -.----,-- - 1---- -1--1--1 
Divided 1 I 

-;r;-- ---1-1-1-r l-~,-1-, 
l • I ·1 

[I>] E Pa [pa:], A Pa [pa·] [.fl E foot [fUt], 
A faaZ [fa·l], A voet [fut] 

[b] E bow [bou], A bou [bou] 

A toe [tu] 

[v] E veal [vijl], A wit [v!tJ 

[t] 

[d] 

[k] 

[g] 

E two [tuw], 

E <lay [dei], 

E coZ<l [koUJ.d], 

A <loan [dun] 

A 'kat [kat] 

le] A tja'n'k [caPk] 

[ '!] A giet [git] 

[x] A g"llls [xlas] 

E give [gl.vl, A erger [erggrJ; [m] [n] E nam.e [nehn], A neem. [neam] 

[ s] E smg [s iP], A si'ng [s H] (Jl] A kleintjie (kleipci] 

[z] E his [hlz] [j] E you [juw], A Jou fjnu] 

16] E thorn [Bo:n] [p Eaholle[SAv], A~e/[jef] 

lB] E t'he'n [Bm] [z] E mca.sure L 'mezal, E zeal (zijl] 

[l] E dry (dml] [r] A reg [rex] 

(M] 

[w] 

Lh] 

E whence [Mens] 

E [1oil] 

in English is breath expelled before a vowel, and in Afrikaans is 
breathed out with the vowel ; 

e.g. E hang l > ru .p] , represented [hm .p ] , 
==-emd A 'hoog [oax], represented [hoa:it.]. 



NOTES:-
( ) denotes lip-rounding; 
[ :] a colon indicates that the preceding vowel is long, 
[ ·] one dot indicates half length, 
['] an acute accent is used before a stressed'syllable, e.g. ['epkel]. 

1. In English phonetic readers [ij] is represented by [i:], and [uw] by 
[u:]; in these charts [i:] and [u:] are used for the pure Afrikaans 
sounds. 

2. The narrow traMcription [n], long and short, is used for [o] of 
English phonetic reatlers, and [o] is retained for the more rounded 
half-open sound in Afrikaans and .l!lnglish, e.g. 
English: long [lop], .Afrikaans: bod [bo>t], 

law Lio:] more [mo·N]. 
E boy [boi], 
E corn [ko: n]. 

3. ['] The grave al'cont to denote laxity, wted in narrow transcription, 
is retained for short English [i], short English [u] (unless these are 
written [1] and [u] respectively), u.nd for English half-close [e], to 
distinguish them from Afrikaa~ sounds, [i], [u] and [e] respectively· 
but accents arc omitted where no ambiguity arises. ' 

4:. Diphthongs GUdiug in [a], in the chart on page 1,·are better Jescrib­
ed as haYing an off-glide L-a]. 

In the sounding of -eu, i.e. [r6·] or [ ef6], the latter script denotes that 
rounding of the lips is slightly delayed. 

5. The symbols used are those of the Phonetic Association, with the 
exception oi [ !], which is .a raised tense form of slack [e]. 

6, Some English speakers use [o:] or [oa] for (:>:] or (:>a], P.g. door [dpa], 
born [bo:n], and in this case [o:] can be regarded as an unrounded form of 
[:>:] and [o] l!-8 lowered unrounded slack [:>]. 



English Vowels. 

TENSE SLACK 

Front Mixed Back Front I_ Mixed Back 

u 
good 

.e, u(w who = half-slaek ----- ----·------,·------· - -

o in [ou] 
go 

I 
--
D in f oi] •boy 
.J: forlorn 

-1------1------

-~-:--ll-l_(_j _f_eel~~~~~:~~---------~---!-~~~~~---~~:~! ~bi~'t~~~~~~~~:i-------1 
~ liaU-sJack I I 

-~-~--- -- - - - -~ ----__ , __ e_p_e_n---1-;i-abo-ve- --. 

----- -- ·------! --- ___ _I ______ , 
I I 

T .\ above ' 

__ ... ____ , _____ _ 
::!::: fj .Le(;i 

l.a: sir al c:i. their :i: 0 
. --

~ 
~ 

;ies ban 
1 ___ _ 

--j---- - --· --- --- -
I 
1 

l> on I .Lo: lattm 

I 
a. in [a.i] ride I a.= 
1- a in [aul now father 

I 

c: 

l 
CD 
~ 



The Relative Positions of English and Afrikaans 
Vowel Sounds in the Mouth. 

·---------- .. ----- ----

11 

' ' ·• -----\--------------;-----------------
.... 2-t- ', \ J r -----,--~~) 

4t 1 \ I ; _,.fu,} ,· 

' ' 

' . 
I 

\ . . 
' 
·.~ 

' • I .. ,. 
' 

\ I p )J ,. 
( I I I 

,. ' I .: *~J 
' I I '" I I • 

\ 3f ~CO) :' 
I I 

\_ ·' 
o?;~ 

I I 

\ : 
\ f\ I \ f 

\ I 
.. I 

I "I- I 

. . 
L 
I 

(~, 

' 

~DJ , 
I 

I 

J.~: 

a .... ·- -- 'ti! 
I 

' I ' ' -~-
Q,: 

English vowels are printed in red, Afrikaans in blue, and vowels common 
to both languages in black. ' 

'fense Yowels are in italics, and slack vowels in romic. 

It will be seen that several vowels are not in th-cir normal positions. They 
are accurately represented as .follows1 (J. indicates that the vowel is raised) : 

(J.f6], [J.e], [.l.C2], (J.e], [J.'D:], 
Afrikaans temJe [J.o], .Afrikaans tense [ J.o]. 

[i] and [u] are the second component of .Afrikaans diphthongs, and the 
first component of English Lijj and [uw], and are both half tense. 

l!,or purposes of phonetic script, the chart on page 6 is sufficient to bring 
out the differences in vowel sounds between Afrikaaml and English. 






