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AFRIKAANS VOWELS.

.MOUTH- - TONGUE. DIPTHONGS. Con:obtiI;:.rtions
Front Mized Back
I ) )1 (@) o] [ue] ; [ui] [uie]
Half-close (g)e t . (0) [ee] E‘;’g]; [e'u] [oi] [ou] [oug;-lf:ga]
Half-open (00) & () E::]] [oes] 5 [ﬁ}i,]] [=i] E‘:iz;] [0io]
Lov(v)pen} ¢ a: [as]; [ai] [ai] [au] [ais]

[y] High front, tense, rounded.

nuus [pys] muur [myr] “ure [yre]
[i] High front, tense,

sien [sin]  dier [dir] vlié [fli9] or [fli:]
[e] Half-close front, tense.

eet [eot] or [et], reél [reel] or [re:l].
[¢] Half-close front, tense, rounded.

seun [sg'n] or [segn], fteuel [tg-al] or [tg:l].
[e] Half-open front, tense.

de [de], weg [vex], wéreld [verlt], lger [lear] or [1er].
[ce] Half-open front, tense, rounded.

put [peet], wvurk [feerk], brde [bree:] or [bree's].
[a] Low, open, mixed; short tense, long slack.

dag [dax], klaar [kla'r], hael [ha:l] or [ha'el].
[>] Half-open, back, rounded; short tense, long slack.

nog [09x], mére [more], trée [troe]
[o] Half-close, back, rounded; tense, but slack in [ou],

boom [boam] or [bo'm], bome [bo'me], woél [foel] or [fo:l].
[u] High, back, tense, rounded.

toe [tul, boer [bur], FKoeél [kual] or [ku:l].
[1] Half-close mixed tense, for { in accented syliables.

smid [smit], 1wfe [vi] or [vre] or [ve:] (see note 5).

[e] Half-closed mixed slack, for ; and e in unaccented syllables.
vir [for], nodig [ 'no'dex], ~ lepel [ le-pel].



All Afrikaans vowels before n plus 2 consonant tend to become nasalized and are
then half-lengthened:

e.g. gans'[xa's], mens [me-s], kuns [kes], ons [5], eens [8:8], konfyt
[ko/feit], beginners [ba'xi:nars], vrouens [frous's], temminste
[ts- 'mlt_"sta] ranmore [fa- ‘more]

In the combination, vowel + nd + vowel, the first vowel is usually nasa-
lized in rapid speech, [n] is retained and |d] is dropped:

e.g. tande [t&na], wonder [vgmor], onkunde [ '5kweno],onder [5mer]

eenders |Gnors], skinder |skrner] or [sksnar], hoender [hii-ner], friende
[frina].

[-i] diphthongs: [-u] diphthongs:
[ui] —o0ei  [kui] koef, [eu] —eeu [lera] leeu,
[01] —noi. [roti] rooi, [ou] —ou  [bout] hout,
[0i] —oii  [toips] toiings, [au] e

[eey] —ui  [mceys] muis,

Eui_]] —ai  [baio] buie, [tai] taai /[u]
ai]l —aqai fra-i 'y
[ei} i EVS&JLZ‘:" ' [eu] }./ <
l—y [rsi] ry, / ou]
lil=—= : < [ui]
e ———— 1ol
ERRATA:

p- 2 and 6, for viig, read vlieé.
P- 2. for [verlt], read [ve'rlt];
for [reel], read [re-sl].
. 8. for [tai], read [tai]; for [ko“feit], read [kofeit];

for [tor'mi'sto], read [to‘mste];

o

for [f:- 'mo'ro), read [fo'mo'ra] ;
for [vGmor], read [voner]. (The other nasalised
vowels under this heading are also unaffected in
length.)
3. for friende, read vriende,
6. for [hoapci] read [hospci].
5 and 8. [f v] are Continuants, not Stops.
6. for [a] A nag [nax], read [a] A nag [nax].
8. for [w] E [wil], read [w] E will [wil].
2 and 6. for dipthong read diphithong.

KRR

Addendum:
p. 5. [t] gids [xits].
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All Afrikaans vowels before n plus 2 consonant tend to become nasalized and are
then half-lengthened;

e.g. gans'[xa's], mens [mss], kuns [kees], ons [58], eens [:s], konfyi
[ko-feit], beginners [ba’x;:nars], vrouens [frous's], tenminste
[to'myste] vanmore [fa: 'mo're]

In the combination, vowel + nd + vowel, the first vowel is usually nasa-
lized in rapid speech, [n] is retained and [d] is dropped:

- ) S
e.g. tande [tane], wonder [vQnor], onkunde [ '5kee'na], onder [5-mer]

eenders [eémors], skinder [sk'i-nar] or [skSnar], hoender [hii'mer], friends
[frinse].

[4] diphthongs: [-u] diphthongs:
[ui] —oei [kui] %oet, [eu] —eeu [leu] leeu,
[09] —noi. [roti] rooi, [ou] —ou  [bout] hout,
[0i] —oii  [toips] tosings, [ﬂu]' aul

[®y] —ui  [meeys] muss,

[ai] — baie] baie; [tai] taai [u]
[ol] —aui [[f:c:al% /r_::n',[ =] taai /4

D R et -
e 1 [ui] /
e ——— .
[y] \E é:)i[]m] . ~
[eey]-*[e&i] < [ai] [au]
OTHER COMBINATIONS:
—oue [oud] moue [moua], —aie [aio] baie [bai?]
—ooie [oio] mooier [moisr], —ete [&ia] leier [lerr)-r]
—o6ie [oie] nGientjie [noiopci], —ye [Eeid] wyer [vaier]
eeue [eus] uie [ceyo]

~oeie [uid] gogie [xuio]



Afrikaans Vowels.

- denotes that the tongue is slightly raised from the normal position, v lowered, 4 fronted, } backed-

TENSE SLACK
Front Mixed Back Front |  Mixed Back
c o U half-slack
w | ¥ muur
i ure u voet au bou
- - =
=2 lo bome o in {ou] )
:E < 1¢ neus S0 hout ] §.
- =58 i T o in [oi], tolings o
= ‘8’. le put lo dom ! o' more .5-‘
n
y | —
k !
|
& . . 1 half-slack
("]
E imet koei
—'-1-" 21 le eet . T @ c
2 rede | Ltlit | gewillige B
S | - — 1 E
et B
E g. le ver &
B a vaal R
'3 lo nag hael
] stasie
au



Afrikaans Consonants.

. |Lip- [Point | Blade] Front Back
Mabner | Lips { Teeth] Gum| Gum Palate Uvular|GlottallOrgan

Stop Ip b|f v]|t d. c k g ?
catonl o s foalx | [
:‘I;sal m n 1'!|| y —-_i
Divided 1 P
‘ Trill -—' r (x)!

Voiced consonants are on the right, and breath consonants on the left
of a eolumn.

[p] pad [put], -b rid [rip] [I] af [af], voet [fut],

[b] boek [buk], [v] w wiel [vil].
[t] toe [tu], -d tyd [teit] (k] kyk [kEik]
[d] die [di]; [g] burger [beerger], [g] ghienie ['gini]

[e] tj 1jalie [eali], dj. meidjie [meici]; [pc] ndj handfie [hanei]
[h] is breathed with the following written vowel sound or sounds,

' e.g. heil [e7i1], but can be represented [heil].

[1] denotes the forceful opening of the vocal chords before a vowel, and
is rarely found in English; e.g. ¢en [%eon].

[s] st [syt], [ §1 sjef [gefl, [j] jou [jou], [x] gasn [xam] but
[e] is used for [x] before fromt vowels, e.g. gieter [‘citer].

[m] [n] man [man], [P] sing [s1p].

[11 As in English a forward [1] is used before front vowels and a
backward [1] before back vowels; e.g. leer [lear], lood [lost].

[r] is trilled; rus [rees], meer [meor], but a burr [rR] used by some
speakers is regarded as dialecial.

There is a tendency to insert [o] or even [i] before the combinations, -tjie
and -djie; o.g. hondjie [h&‘nci‘], bootjie [boici], hoedjie [huici].
[w] sometimes pronocunced ; e.g. swart [svart] or [sv-art].



English and Afrikaans Vowels,

MOUTH. TONGUE. *  Engliskt Dipthongs and
Front. Mixed. Back. other Combinations.
Hicn } i (u) tense [ij}; [uw] juwi]
Close. iori (uv)or () slack [ia]; [be] [jde

!

: t
Half-close. (8) e 2 ((;)’)(0) ense

- slack [2i] [812]; [on] [ode]
Half-opeo. (%) e o (::)(o;()o ) t:lis:k E:E] [ote], [29]
-Open a p: tense
Low. } a a: D slack [ai] {aie]; [al] [ade]
A = Afrikaans. E = English.
[yl A nuui [nyt] = A mure [myre]
[i] A Piet [pit] A vlié ' [flire]
[i] T peat [pijt] E feel [fijt] (see note 1.)
[11[x] E bst [brt] or [bit] (see note 3.)
le] A een [een] A leér [leror|
[¢] A neus [negs] (see mote 4)
[8] E pen [pin] E itread [tidd]

[e] E there [3e0]

[e] A dé [de], weg |vex] A ver [fsr]

[e] A bus [bes] A rie [res]

[ee] E sad [soed]; [a] only occurs in English diph-
thongs (see page 7), but some- Afrikaans
speskers come near it in swart [svart].

[a] A nmag [nax] A haal [hasl] or [hal]
E father [fa80] LK fariher [fa-3e]
[p] E on [pn] E saw [sp:] (see note 2.)

[0] A pot [pot] tense; A sde. [soe] long slack;

E mouwrn, morn |mom]
E boy [boil. } slack, long or short.
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o] short slack, occurs only in diphthong [ou] in E. and A. (see below).

[o] A loop [losp] A 08 [09]

[4][v] B push [phf] or [puj] E good [gid]

[u] E food [fawd] E rude [ruwd]

[u] A goed [xut] A vroeér [fruser]

f1] for i in accented syllables } eg. A gewillig
] for i and e in unaccented syllables [xo'vilex]

[6] E mother [made] A te[ts] E bird [bs:d]

[A] E run [1an] E young [iap]

In Afrikaans diphthongs the stress is equal on each of the vowel com-
ponents, exeept where one is longer then the other. To English ears an' Afrikaans
diphthong appears to have the stress on the second component, beeause English
diphthongs are stressed on the first component.

For Afrikaans diphthongs, see p. 2.

English diphthongs and other combinations:
fear ([fio] poor [ple] fewer [fjlse]

go [got1] mower [mois]

day [déi] prayer [pidie]

there [3ee], door [doe], or [do:] or [dpe]

oil [oil] annoyer [o'noio]

fly [flai], light [lait] higher [hais]

how [hal] ' hour [ale]

deed [dijd] . food [fuwd], brute [biuwt]

she [(ij] few, due, you, [fjuw], [djuw], [juw]



English and Afrikaans Consonants.

R PP !
. Lip- Point- !Point- |Blade- Palate |
Manner | Lips teeth{ teeth | gum | gum | Front Back Glottal Organ
1 {
Stop p bif v 5 c k g| 1
— e e S
Continuant | m w iﬂ 8|s ; f 8¢ ix bop !
- l- ——
Nasal m n p y
— S —_— ] -]
Divided 1 |
— — ———— {——— s i
Trill r! I
| | |

[p] E Pa [pea:], A Pa [pa] (2] E fool [fut],
. A faal [fal], A voet [fut]
[b] E bow [bolt], A bou [bou] [v] E weal [vijl], A wit [vit]
[t] B two [tuw], A ioe [tu] le] A tjenk [eapk]
[d] E day [d&1], A doen [dun] [e] A giet [git]
[k] E cold [kotld], A ket [kat] [x] A glas [xlas]
[g] E give [giv], A erger [erger|; [m][n] E name [ndim], A neem [neem]
[s] E sing [siy], A sing [839] [p] A kleintjie [kleipci]

[z] E his [hiz] [31 E you [juw], A jou [jou]

16] E thorn [¢o:n] [§1 E shove [ §av], A gjef [ §&f]

|81 E then [3&n] [z] E measure |’mézo), E zeal [zijl]
[x] E dry [dai] [r] A reg [rex]

[8] E whence [mens]

(w] E [wil]

k] in English is breath expelled before a vowel, and in Afrikaans is
breathed out with the vowel ;

eg E hong |>wy], represented [hwy],
and A hoog [osx], represented [hoex].



NoTes: —
( ) denotes lip-rounding;
[:] a colon indicates that the preceding vowel is long,
['] one dot indicates half length,
[“] an acute accent is used before a stressed ‘syllable, e.g. [/&pkel].

1.

In English phonetic readers [ij] is represented by [i:], and [aw] by
[u:]; in these charts [i:] and [u:] are used for the pure Afrikaans
sounds.

The narrow transeription [p], long and short, is used for [o] of
English phonetic readers, and [o] is retained for the more rounded
half-open sound in Afrikaansand English, e.g.
English: long [luy], Afrikaans: bod [bot], E boy [bai],

law [lo:] moére [more]. B corn [ko:n].

[*] The grave accent io denote laxity, used in narrow transeription,
is retained for short English [1], short English [@1] (unless these are
written [1] and [u] respectively), and for English half-close [8], to
distinguish them from Afrikaans sounds, [i], [u] and [e] respectively;
but accents are omitted where no ambiguity arises.

Diphthongs ending in [e], in the chart on page 1, -are better describ-
ed as having an off-glide [-a].

In the sounding of -eu, i.e. [¢'] or [eg], the latter seript denotes that
rounding of the lips is slightly delayed.

The symbols used are those of the Phonetic Association, with the
exception of [1], which is.a raised tense form of slack [e].

Some English speakers use [p:] or [pa] for [2:] or [09], e.g. door [dps],
born [bp:n], and in this case [p:] can be regarded as an unrounded form of
[o:] and [p] as lowered unrounded slack [o].



English Vowels.

TENSE SLACK
Front Mixed Back Front ] Mixed Back
fg’ u(w who -
Yt O »
=8 o in [ou]
g go
* -_— ) - w
< 8 o in [oi] boy| &
n 8 a: forlorn E_
— — 3
§ | s
- 7
.
o |10 feel . i
W
i slack 1 bit |
- g - — T T/ 8
28 & pen 9 above . |
il | I B
. - - I [=%
=gl Lo , . : ' &
g & lo: mir ae¢ ban 1A above
o o , |
. - | _ _ | o
3 i 10: loum a in[ai] ride a:father o on

I-ain [auf now
1

0T
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The Relative Positions of English and Afrikaans
Vowel Sounds in the Mouth.

“ z+ \1 -_i T e ————
\ ! ’ T
' Ql \ +(“)" u)
@ o
¢ N \“‘ _I ,?\ ’,' .—,\b} —
s e \ 9 i
. * ‘\ ! -"
)€ O . T4 :5';“ ; ’*(7)
» 2 | (3)‘ ;
* .‘ ‘\‘ A * ! ,
= Y [IF'¥
™, ‘\é‘ P
at SRS R
%
a:
English vowels are printed in red, Afrikaans in blue, and vowels common

to both languages in black. *
Tense vowels are in italics, and slack vowels in romic.

It will be seen that several vowels are not in their normal positions. They
are accurately represented as follows, (L indicates that the vowel is raised) :

[Lg], [Lle], [Le], [Le], [Lo:],
Afrikaans tense [1lo], Afrikaans tense [.lo].

[1] and [d] are the second component of Afrikaans diphthongs, and the
first component of English |ij} and [iw], and are both half tense.

For purposes of phonetic seript, the chart on page 6 is sufficient to bring
out the differences in vowel sounds betwecen Afrikaans and English.



oSN

ks

iR e
AT ¢

e s

L s
F

JILRSTS . X .. ; wpn.n/nw,

e
F AN






