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1.1 INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, there is orientation of description of what constitutes a Non-
Governmental Organization (NGO), what their roles are, and what constrains 2nds to
impede their functioning. The problem statement for the study is sketched out, so are
the hypothesis, research questions and objectives for the study. Research methodology
is outlined to include literature review on NGOs and sustainable livelihoods; and the

empirical survey, chapter outline are highlighted.

1.2 ORIENTATION AND BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY

The role of Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs) has been of tremel ous

significance in the developmental endeavors of both international and local commur s
since the outset of welfare services. According to chapter 1, Section (1), subsection )
(@) (b), of the Non Profit Organization (NPO) Act 71 of 1997, NGOs are de e as
either a trust, company or associations of persons established for the pi lic pu ose
and income and property of which is not distributable to its members or office earers
except as a reasonable compensation for the service rendered. NGOs are also
commonly known as NPOs (Non Profit Organizations) and both acronyms will be used
interchangeably in this study. Furthermore, NGOs are established and regi ated 1y
chapter 3 Section 12(1) and (2) of the NPO Act 71 of 1997 whii stip ite b

adminis con ons and registration requirement as an I




From the abovementioned definition of NGO as a concept, public purpose for whi |
NGOs are established serve as a most important distinguishing characteristic of 1ese
institutions rendering them as significant role-players in provision of services aimed at
promoting sustainable livelihoods of the communities which they serve. Several ithors
(Van Niekerk, 2008:358; Matovu in Nomdo and Coetzee, 20002:59, Swing and Russel
(2001) cited in Department of Social Development (http://www.socdec.gov.za
(accessed 01/05/2009); African National Congress (1994), and Yaziji and Doh

also acknowledges the hard earned credentials of NGOs as one of the c¢ imunity
development actors on the basis of their achievements, which are embedded in their
rich history. According to Van Niekerk(2008:358), the inherent role/legacy of history
of NGOs in the development of communities can be traced back as far as the Second
World War's devastation on affected countries thus necessitating some form of
mechanism to provide relief to people in their hour of need. This state of affairs then
shaped the nature of social welfare services provision by NGOs and other sti eholders

which became predominantly focused on relief even beyond World War 1.

NGOs have since been providing supportive and alternative development:

(both tangible and non —tangible) service means to public institutions as the st 2 pul ¢
service provider in a sense that they operate at a grass root level and massive scale
initiative of people’s developmental needs. For example NGOs such as Amnesty

international, CARE, Greenpeace, Save the Children, contribute towards he p)

organize and give financial support to local communities [Monaheng in )e Beer and

Swanepoel, 2000:129 and Yaziji and Doh (2009)], they are a major force in the
economy of South Africa in which total number of employees exceeded the number of
employees in many major economic sectors making it a major employer in the country
[Swing and Russell (2001) cited in Department of Social Deve »ment

socdec.gov.za). The above scenario further indicates that these sta itics
translates into South Africa’s stand at 47 % amongst 28 countries’ average W <«

force (http://www.socdec.gov.za).




The evidence of this trend lies in the global establishment of numerous developmental
agencies which ‘had, in most cases, a two fold objective: firstly, to imf me t e
foreign policy of mother country in developing world, and second, to alleviate the light
of the poor” (Van Niekerk,2008:358). Against this backdrop of this information, can be
therefore concluded that NGOs have an indispensable role as : ernative service
delivery mechanism. Furthermore, the role of NGOs in addressing developm: tal
issues is also acknowledged in the Reconstruction and Development Programr  (RL

(government of South Africa, 1994), RL ’ can be seen as an integrated post-apartheid
programme aimed at poverty alleviation by meeting the needs of communities | >ugh
various developmental initiatives and projects with focus on peculiar problem

engendered by past racial policies of South Africa.

In the view of Wisner; Blaikie; Cannon, and Davis (2004: 96), sustainable livelihoods, is
an approach to development resulting from a new thinking in this arena since 1994 and
is also similar to access model on which it was based. The concept thus exple s hc

a person obtains a livelihood by drawing upon and combining five types of capiti which

are similar to the assets that are involved in access model viz:
Human capital (skills, knowledge, health and energy);

Social capital (networks, groups, institutions);

Physical capital (infrastructure, technology and equipment);

Financial capital (savings, credit);
Natural capital (natural resources, land, and water

On those bases, “A livelihood: comprises the capabilities, assets and activities require
for a means of living: a living is sustainable [when it can ] cope and recover froms s
and shocks, maintain or enhance its capabilities and assets , and provide sustain: le
livelihoods for the next generation; and which contributes net benefit to other livelini  ds
at local and global levels in the long and short term™ [Chambers and Conway, 1992:
7-8(in Wisner et al 2004: 95-96)].










1.5 RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Against the backdrop of the orientation and problem statement above, the :search will

attempt to answer the following questions:
What does sustainable livelihood approach entail?

. What role do NGOs at Evaton play in promoting sustainable liv¢

communities in Emfuleni Municipality?

. What are the constraints and benefits of NGOs in promoting sustainable

livelihoods of communities at Evaton?

. What recommendations can be provided to improve promotion of sustainable
livelihoods by NGOs at Evaton?

1.6 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

From the above research questions, the objectives of the research are the following:

o To provide both theoretical and practical explanation of sustainable live 100d

approach

. To investigate the role played by NGOs at Evaton in promoting sustainable

livelihoods of communities in Emfuleni Municipality

. To research into the constraints and benefits of NGOs in prom: ng

sustainable livelihoods of communities at Evaton

o To give recommendations that may improve promotion of sustainal
livelihoods by NGOs at Evaton

ARCH ME1 DDOLOGY

To conduct research the following methods were utilized:




1.7.1 Literature review

In order to achieve the aims and objectives of this research a literature review was
conducted through the use of a plethora of information available on the subject matter in
various sources Viz: internet; academic literature on sustainable livelihoods:
Unpublished Magister Artium thesis in development studies, and journals. Sources were
available at the University of North West library and other libraries in Gauteng. Also
available were the primary research findings of agencies already impler

sustainable livelihoods approach.

1.7.2 Empirical research

The Scope of the empirical study was limited to Evaton in Emfuleni Municipality. The

following research methods were applied:
1.7.2.1 Structured questionnaires

Guided by the supervisor, structured questionnaires were employed to get the views of
10 different NGOs officials in Evaton. The following officials were asked to complete
questionnaires: NGOs directors, programme managers and coordinators. The ob  tive
was to investigate the role played by NGOs in promoting sustainable livelihoods of
communities in Emfuleni Municipality including establishment of the constraints and
benefits of NGOs in promoting sustainable livelihoods of communities at Evaton; 5 field

workers were also interviewed.
1.7.3 Interviews

A random selection of 10 out of a total of 900 beneficiaries of services rendered per
NGOs at Evaton was interviewed in order to determine the limitations in service
a}, oaches applied by NG( well as the ¢ of imp stofth ¢ vice

in promoting their sustainable livelihoods. ..lis method was used to en:

researcher to explain the question if the respondents are not clear on what was asked.




One of the other inherent advantages of this method is its ability to probe more dee| ¢

as a follow-up of the respondents’ re: onse. In the view of Brynard and Hanc om

(2006:40), interview is useful method to secure valuable research material.

1.8 Outline of chapters

To achieve the above mentioned objectives, preliminary chapters are structured in the fc owing

manner:
Chapter 1: introduction
Orientation; problem statement; purpose of the study and study methodology.

This provides a detailed background and introduction encompassing a descrii on of € ic

understudy; and legislative requirement of the subject matter,
Chapter 2: Theoretical exposition of concepts

Entailed herein is a brief overview of theories of development and sustainable live hoods,
global and local trends in application of sustainable livelihood approach.

Chapter 3: Analysis of nature of services delivery by NGOs at Evaton
Chapter 4: Empirical study method

Empirical research on, constrains and benefits of current nature of service delivery, the extent
of application of sustainable livelihood framework by these NGOs at Evaton.~ is sec n also
includes a detailed explanation and description of study methodology, designs, and data

collection methods.
Chapter 5: Findings, recommendations and conclusion

the findir~5 and interpretations of the study, lessons to be learnt from the - ngs
of the study and recommendations for the improvement of NGO functioning are provided.

The next chapter outlines the theoretical analyses of development; sustainable development;
sustainable livelihoods and NGOs as concepts underpinning this study.
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CHAPTER 2

THEORETICAL ANALYSES OF CONCEPTS: DEVELOPMENT; SUSTAINAE E
DEVELOPMENT; SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS AND NGOS

2.1 INTRODUCTION

Like any other sub Saharan country that experienced colonialization, South Africa was
subjected to exploitation by Europeans under the pretext of development.
The latter is a highly contested concept in terms of its meaning, from and implica ns,

with more fundamental questions being raised about the extent to which it occurs and ~u,

its nature. Development was superimposed upon African countries so that they mode
their imperials. This was done through great influence on current developmental ‘ends

and school of thoughts in the region by western countries.

While it is not the purpose of this section to enter these debates with new information,
it is interesting to note that in the area of development, there is enough empirical
evidence and strong arguments, to suggest that the time has now come to pi  to rest
certain old ideas which have clearly not worked and adopt new paradigms for

development as a basis for sustainable development and poverty reduction.

This chapter presents issues on development and its dynamics so as to provide insight
into the developmental issues and problems facing the contemporary sub Sahar:

Africa. It also and analyzes sustainable livelihood as a dominant framework within which
development agenda is articulated and implemented. In so doing, the defir ons of
three concepts that form the underpinning of this dissertation viz: dev¢ >pment;
sustainable development and sustainable livelihoods will be provided for and their
conceptual coherence also reviewed. It is also important to note right at the outset th:

there is a large and intensive body of knowledge that deals with ese concepts.
It is not the aim of this dissertation to provide an in-depth review ¢ I al

so it is mentioned and discussed only as it relates to and form the basis of this

document.







The result was ‘the transition from colonized subject to aid recipient, and from colonial
administrator to development practitioner thus highlighting the way in whi |
development theory and practice have been shaped and influenced by colonialism”
(Kothari in Kothari and Minogue, 2002:36).

2.2.1 Theories of development

According to Haines (in De Beer and Swanepoel, 2000:31, and Kothari and Min

(in Kothari and Minogue 2002:1), a large body of theory has emerged in ord
comprehend the variety of problems and issues of third world societies since world w:
Il albeit they change over time. However, since it is not the purpose of this chapter to
review the vast development theoretical material now available, only key theories are

referred to in this section.
2.2.1.1 Modernization theory

Modernization theory emerged in the climate of Cold war. The initial introduction of the
development concept illustrates that development efforts were very Eurocentric since

they were imported from western countries through development agencies that dealt

with transfer of significant amount of aid and provision of extensive technic: assii ince

to third world countries (Haines in De Beer and Swanepoel, 2000:31 and Van Wyk,
2004:13). According to Escobar (in Kothari, 2002:58), it was thought that e benefits of
modernization would eventually trickle down and ensure that the excluded achieved
what the modernist —influenced developers believed to be a better kind fe.
Ready to pick up the pieces so as to continue with self governance in the post ¢ »nial
epoch was a second and last straw that arrested socio —economic and p: tical

development of post colonial Sub Saharan countries.

For Breytenbach (in Makgoba, 1999), these countries’ keen to win de « it
assii nce of the world powers none of who had been direc e
colonization of the African continent, many of our new leaders played right into minefield

of intense ideological battle between Soviet-Chino communism and western capitalism.




The result of involvement with US, Soviet Union and Republic of China completely
destroyed the young fragile political fabric of new nations thus post colonial Africa
became ideological playground for the world super powers and rapitc / won
independence degenerated into a farce which has since listed famines, wars, economic
bankruptcy and other forms of hardships and unpredictable stabilities 2ading fur ier

into the withdrawal from trading with them in the economic market.

The above mentioned relationship remained a status quo which further entrenched the
misconception of international countries about Africa as a country of famir  disaster
and a place where good people go hungry and bad people run government
(Herman Van der Elst, 2004; Thomson, 2000:2; Boetang in M: goba, 1999).
While there are various approaches to modernization theory of development, Haines
(in De Beer and Swanepoel, 2000: 32) asserts that the modernization approach drew on
economic growth theory that helped provide the rationale for guided intervention in

developing economy local political elites and foreign donors.

This then influenced developmental approach whereby ‘for the past 50 years or so, ¢
has been viewed by international community as a major instrument for : eviating
poverty in the third world” (Chakravarti, 2005:1, and Van Niekerek, 2008: 35!
For example the pledge of $352 million through the UN Southern Africa (Inter-age vy

Consolidated Appeal process of a total $ 611 million mainly for food security

(Holloway, 2003: 36).The central purpose of aid was to enable developing cou: ‘ies to
break out of the vicious circle of poverty to self-sustaining development. 1 contrast
history of development has shown is that it takes place from out side in.

However, in spite of massive flows of aid over the past years, aid has failed to have
significant impact on development. ‘For example sub Saharan Africa and South A 1
saw dramatic drops in per capita aid in the 1990” and this decline in aid has hit : e
countries in greatest need but has since been reversed since ..e ' :nnium
Declaration in 2000(Human Development Report, 2003:146).




in this light, Korthani and Minogue (in Korthani and Minogue, 2002:3) and Chakravarti
(2005) argue that ‘while development undoubtedly takes place in some places as
measured by shifts in economic growth, relative poverty and inequality have also

increased”. This is evident in the widening gap between poor and rich countries.
2.2.1.2 Economic development theories

Chi = ! 15:5), states that economic development theories were postulated
during the post-war period and according to these theories, developing countries' re
in low-level equilibrium trap with low rates of domestic savings and investment.
Consequently it was necessary to raise the level of investment and capital formation in
order to achieve self sustaining growth takes off. This simply implies that during s era,
economic development was seen as the most comn 1dable approach in m ting the
needs of the people such that the level of a country’s development is largely reflected in
the structure of the economy and historical patterns of economic growth as can be
found in the recent theoretical and empirical literature in development economics.
The government of South Africa is still faced with the major socio-economic challenges
of large economic wealth disparities (Gini Co-efficiency of 0.59%- 0, 61
(Chakravarti, 2005:5).

A dissatisfaction with the abovementioned approach increasingly began because I its
prioritization of economic growth, production and industrialization thus placing human
needs second. In this light, there was thus the inception of rigorous thinking which
critique this model given that economics do not address holistic aspects and spectra of
development. In the view of Chakravarti (2005:1), there is currently an increasing
perception that aid flows, whether from bilateral or multilateral institutions, have failed to
have any significant impact on the economic development of third world count :s.
For example, women have always been marginalized in issues of development since

they were not seen as economic actors given their activities were mail _ seen

stereotypically confined to the spheres of family and child care (Kothari, 2002:41).




When taking a closer look at the plethora of literature on the phenomenon of
development, the history of its philosophical evolution from simplistic modernization
view to today’s sustainable livelihood is apparent which, rather than focusing on the
econometric indicators of gross national product, human development indicators aimed
to provide qualitative proxies of human developme¢ t.the challenge that st remains is a

chan :of mindset.
2.2.1.3 Sustainable development

In the light of the shortfall of the economic approach to development, sus nable
development became the new buzz word within development frateri es.
This phenomenon entails development which should meet the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
This simply implies three principal components (environmental consideration, human
development, and future generations) of sustainable developm¢ t as also
acknowledged by several authors (Mzini, 2007:24, and Mokone, 2007:8).

In addition to the abovementioned components of sustainable development, s¢ 1e of
the most important principles of this developmental approach are identifiable as outlined

by Council for European Municipalities and Regions (in Mzini, 2007:25) as follows:

o ‘Quality of life: human well-being has social, cultural, moral and spiritual

dimensions as well as material.

o Equity: wealth, opportunities and responsibilities should be shared fairly between

countries, and between different social groups within ea country,

with special emphasis on the needs and rights of the poor and disadvantaged.

Holistic thinking: «+ ving a  mplex sus nability problem require that | the

ti  problemt incorpo [in tl lud

From the above information, several related themes that give directions to a new

(non-modernization) perspective are identifiable as follows:




the integrated nature of developme t
a holistic orientation towards development thinking

° the importance of social, political, economic and environmental contexts in

understanding the integrated and complex nature of development

. the relationship between development and the environment
(Kotze in Theron, 2008:7).

What really stimulated international debate on development and environment was the
1987 the Report of the world’s commission on environment and developmer m: 2

usually referred to as the Brundtland commission.

Korthani and Minogue (2002:2) assert that poverty reduction, social development and
environmental issues (sustainability) is said to be one of the current critical
developmental agenda thus rendering the combination of both old and new frame s
in contemporary development. Furthermore, the sustainable development phenomenon
was a product of the 1992 Earth Summit and its subsequent international sustain: le
development treaties, especially Agenda 21, which have since emphasized that
approaches to sustainable development require an overarching philosophy which would
satisfy the social, economic and political needs of people without the degra  on of
natural resources (Haines, in De Beer and Swanepoel, 2000:51 and Be enstein et al,
in Mokone, 2007:8).

South Africa also hosted a world summit on sustainable development in 2002 (United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 2003: xi).Against this backdrop,
a lot of transformation of public institutions, both government and community-based

ensued in the country as also a  sult of the inception of a new  mnc atic

| opn .

This entailed an emphasis of interdependence between social and economic
development thereby focusing on the maximization of human potential and on fostering
self reliance as stipulated in the White Paper on Social Welfare (1997).
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The white paper paved a way on transformation of paved a way and charted new
rections in relation to the nature of public institutions and the services thereof. Hence
Department of Social Development(2004), and UNDP (2003:xi) sees the devel 'ment:

approach to service delivery in South African post -1994 eras as a major change \

impacted on all aspects of life of the people and its institutions as it aimed a [ at
improving service delivery to be more accessible. This then popularized the conc  : of
sustainable development. Since the emergence of this definition, the conce of

sustainable development has evolved a lot further.

There are various indicators that the concept has become more redefined
(Treurnichit, in De Beer and Swanepoel, 2000:63). In the view of Theron (2008:17),
sustainable development as another theory of develt ment also put emphasis on
participation as an additional building block of developt :nt that leads to sustainak

by entailing local choices because the beneficiaries are the local experts of their
meaning-giving context. Therefore, it is important to note that while the abovemen ned
theories and approaches were a new mode of theorizing which has gained in  national
recognition and entrenchment as dominant macro tt iries in the North concerned

about social change, paradigms, alternative approaches were also as emer( 1g.
2.3 SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS APPROACH (SLA)

Sustainable livelihoods incorporates two words —sustain and livelihoods. For Porrit and
Wright (in Mzini, 2006: 11), sustainability simply means “the capacity for continuati

"

into the long term’” .Therefore while it is important for people to meet their needs,
this should not be done at the expense of the needs of the future genera ins.
The concept of environmental stability plays a more significant role in development
theorizing yet there is still significant differences of opinion in how to conceptu: ze and

operationalize it.

On the other hand, according to Chambers and Conway (in Wisner et al 2004._ ;- )

livelihoods entail people’s way of life through which they attain means of living.




“A livelihood: comprises the capabilities, assets and activities required for a means of
living: a living is sustainable [when it can ] cope and recover from stress and sho s,
maintain or enhance its capabilities and assets , and provide sustainable live oods for
the next generation; and which contributes net benefit to other livelihoods at local and
global levels in the long and short term™ .Implicit in this statement is the notion of th
individual and collective ability and efforts taken ata broader scale through utilize

of various resources (either physical, material or human) with an aim n
individuals; families, and community’s basic needs to survive .Most importantly is
such an effort and resources should be able to adapt to new life threatening situations in

order to be seen as sustainable (Wisner ef al (2004: 96).

Mzini (2006:26) further outlines several requirements for sustainability among v it is

a clear understanding of people’s needs, distinctive integrated and coordinated as

opposed to silos approach to planning and delivering of services. All this is act rable

through the sustainable livelihood approach.
2.3.1 Requirements for a livelihood

As already alluded to in the previous section, five types of capital, are inve 'ed in 2

process of a livelihood:

Human capital (skills, knowledge, health and energy);

Social capital (networks, groups, institutions);

Physical capital (infrastructure, technology and equipment);

Financial capital (savings, credit);

Natural capital (natural  sources, land, and ) (W er et al, 2004).
2.3.1.1 Human capital

Chakravarti (2005:15) sees human capital as indicated by years of male secon ry

schooling, life expectancy, which is a proxy of health status, have a significant,
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positive effect on growth. For example people may choose to obtain a livelihood through

education or employment. While some income opportunities have high access
qualification such as rare skills that bar most people from taking them up,
others are less demanding and these are usually oversubscribed and poorly paid. Most
important point to note is that, ‘each income opportunity has a pay off in terms of
physical product, money or other services, and eventually in health and well b« 1g”
"Wisner et al, 2004:100).

In sustainable livelihood terms, this simply translates that people’s basic health and
nutritional status relates strongly to their ability to survive disruptions to their livelihoods
systems and is an important measure of their resilience in face of external shock.
However, this often becomes a remote abstract given the influence of extraneous
factors such as HIV/AIDS, famine, illiteracy etc. Hence in the view of Wisner et af
(2004: 54), people who are malnourished succumb sooner in times of famine than those
who were previously healthy. In addition to this, is a generally accepted view that
HIV/AIDS has a devastating impact in relation to the sustainable livelihood whereby

most deaths are due to its effects.

It is estimated that the life expectancy at birth has dropped to below 40 years in n 2
African countries making the sub-Saharan Africa just over 10% of the world’s population
and home to more than 60% of all people living with HIV (UNDP, 2003:378).
Furthermore, in 2004 an estimated 3.1 million people in the region became infect

(amongst which young people aged 15-24 years, an estimated 6.9% of women and
2.2% of men were living with HIV ) while 2.3 million died of AIDS. The devastating effect
of HIV/AIDS on human development is that the disease is killing many of the continents’
more skilled educated people consequently undermining the human capital available for

development.

In addition to the above matter, differential access to resources amo _ ep
characterized social relations even at a house hold :vel where gender and age
constituted axes along which inequality was enacted and mainstreamed
(Kothari in Kothari and Minogue, 2002:61).




Women, children and elderly people are likely to suffer much more from consequences
of unsustainable livelihoods given that development has had a differential impact on the
relations between men and women and usually detrimental to the latter . On this note,
the decline in access to education and training, and health care during the 1990s has
been observed especially in African countries (Wisner ef a/, 2004: 26, and Haines in De
Beer and Swanepoel, 2000:52).However, a redress has been achieved with a number

; putting an emphasis on women development policies.
2.3.1.2 Social capital

Francis (in Kothari and Minogue, 2002:79), describes social capital as features of social
organization, such as trust, norms and networks that can improve the efficiency of
society by facilitating coordinated action .n the view of Francis
(in Kothari and Minogue, 2002:78 & 83), this definition refers to all aspects of social
structure such as networks, norms, links or patronage which are seen as a way of
sharing, obtaining information, coordinating action and collective decision m: ng.
In this light, it is thought that social capital can provide a kind of infrastructure for
reaching livelihood decisions since it is thought of as a glue that holds groups and
societies together and enables them to get things done (Francis, in Kothari and
Minogue, 2002:77).

Social relationships have always been dominated by lineage and kinship whii | have
since been destroyed by the legacy of colonialism. In several sources
(Reader's Digest, 1988:63; Thomson, 2000:7 & 8, and Magubane in Makgoba,
1999:29), kinship and lineage was an important measure through which control was
exercised since pre-colonial states did not have permanent and precisely delineated
boundaries and in several cases confederations of villages provided security and a

community for many thousands of Africans.

As a result, the roots of social ills such Xenophobia lies in the fact that when
decolonization became history force after second world war, pan Africanist and

nationalist alike accepted the inherited colonial boundaries without reservation to lol
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for their demolishment except in Eastern DRC and Northern Angola (Breytenbach, in
Makgoba, 1999:93). This implies that instead of re-building of the new dec )nized
states from their foundation of pre colonial states based on cultural heg¢ 1ony,
“numbers of disparate groups henceforth became citizens of particular states, supposed

to forge common patriotism that was non existent” (Boateng, in Makgoba, 1999:95).

However, colonization alone cannot be blamed as the only factor cont )uting to
xenophobia; many other factors need to be considered in order to a
comprehensive insight into the reason and its origin. Hence, for others the recent
xenophobic attacks in South Africa are attributed to socio-economic factors such as
poverty, anger, and intolerance as acknowledged by the sate president of this coun /
as outlined by Flanagan (in the Star newspaper article 22/05/2008).1t is against e view
of the above status quo that Treurnicht (in De Beer and Swanepoel, 2000:63) higl | ts
the sustainability of culture and its diversity as a second component of sustainak

development.
2.3.1.3 Physical capital

While levels of distress may not necessarily be the same, it is commonly noted that poor
communities are often marked by overcrowded and underserviced infras ictures which

are also environmentally hazardous to their residents. Recently there has been a

number of disastrous incidents in Soweto areas v ich are a predominantly occupied by

black people thus causing a lot of loss in monetary, material and human life terms.
For example, a man and a girl’s lives were claimed by a river (Nombembe, in Sunday
Times, 2009:7) while on the other hand Muick —Mere (also in Sunday Times , 20 9

state that another ‘thirteen year old drowned in Meadowlands(which is an a 1 of this
research) after the taxi she was travelling in washed away in raging torrent”.
An estimation of 200 houses were also damaged by the storm and the occupants lost
house hold belongings leading the area to be declared a disaster area by JohannesbL _

mayor and the president of African National Congress (in Sunday Times , 2009:7).







However, Wisner et al, 2004: 117 ) caution that ‘income diversification strategies can

effective as coping mechanism in the short run, while they undermine the basis of
livelihood in the long run”. this simply translate that whatever means of income
generation put in place as a way of obtaining a livelihood needs to be sustainal 2i »
the future while remaining loyal to ecological consideration. In this view, lomdo and
Coetzee (2002:61) believe that the informal sector has a potential to create jt s and, if
prc I ulated, can serve as one of the vehicles for entering into meaningful

employment and subsequently contributing to reductions in u 'an unemployment.
2.3.1.5 Natural capital

According to Magubane(in Makgoba, 199:19) Sub Saharan Africa was still ruled by
Africans and had barely been explored before 1884.However, by 1892, 5 Ei »pean
powers and 1 extraordinary individual (King Leopold) had grabbled almost e whole
continent, giving them 30 new colonies through establishment of oundaries.
In this light, Breytenbach (1999:92 &94) acknowledges that one factor that ser d to
destabilize many societies, economies and states is Africa’s artificial boundaries v ich
were European things as they served their interest(European) in the name of

colonialism and the quest for African land, labour and raw material.

However, the African scramble not only ended at a continental level but also p¢« neated
its geographic regions whereby the Dutch colonies known as Boers moved away from

the Cape colony in protest against British liberal rule and established theirown ¥ ul ¢

in the North named the Orange Free State and South African Republic
(Jaichand, 1997:1). The Native Land Act 27 of 1913 was then promulgated as a way of

reinforcing segregation, in South Africa. This Act and other related ones then made land
occupation and allocation unequal largely because of dispossession in terms of color
bar. As has been shown, one of the worst forms of racial inequity in apart So 1

Africa was the practice of systematic land dispossession.




Black people lost their right to purchase land in the reserves and were obliged to utilize
land administered by tribal authorities appointed by government, and the Group areas
Act of 1966(Jaichand, 1997:1).

On the other hand ‘while air and sunlight are generally available in most geographic
locations, crops also depend on soil nutrients and the availability of water”
(Mzini, 2006:21).Thus natural environment presents humankind with a range of
opportunities (resources for production, places to live and work and attain a livelihood.
However, the latter is said to be earned in locations that combine opportunities with
hazards such as flood plains which are generally fertile for agriculture yet vulnerable to
volcanic eruptions (Wisner ef al, 2004:6). For example, while Dhaka, the cap il of
Bangladesh, is situated in the flood plain of major river (Wisner et al, 2004:56),
Karimanzira (in Holloway, 199:17 & 18) asserts that in South Africa the rainfall scarcity
or excess is a seasonal reality with frequent natural disasters being weather related with
floods and windstorm together accounting for 85% of all recorded economic losses
since 1998.

In the light of the above information, Wisner ef al, 2004:79) assert that ‘it is becoming
clear that sustainable livelihoods cannot be supported by natural resources-based
activities (primarily agriculture) in many parts of the world , particularly in Sub Saharan
Africa such that agriculture provide only 50% of family income even in very rural areas.
Therefore there has been a reduction in farming components of livelihoods which can
be attributed to many factors. This state of affairs has had a negative contribution to the
global food security. For example about 800 million people are said to be going hungry
each day (Mzini, 2006:14).

Other additional factor that undermines agricultural activities includes urban migration,
droughts and increased demand for import products as opposed to home grown
products. However, according to Du Plessis ef alin (Mzini , -.___1. 1
government has taken an initiative to revitalize the agricultural sector as another

strategy of sustainable development in agriculture thus reducing poverty and hunger in

both rural and urban areas.




In the view of Wikipedia (in Mzini, 2006:21), sustainable agriculture depends on
replenishing the soil while minimizing the use of non-renewable resources, sur as
naturral gas or mineral ores because without replenishment, the land would suffer from
nutrients depletion and unusable for further farming. A growing number of community
initiatives (including those of Evatonians) embrace the agricultural approach to
sustainable development since the launching of the Gauteng Agricultural Development
Stra in 2006 in Sebokeng.

In line with the current policies that prioritize poverty elimination and meeting «

international development targets, the current aim of sustainable livelihoods framework
input into development planning and implementation is to ensure that poor and
vulnerable groups either benefit directly from development interventions or where
intervention is not targeted specifically for the poor —are not disadvantaged and made

poorer as a result of their engagement with the development process.

in this light, ‘the sustainable livelihood framework has been widely advocated as a
means of improving the livelihood outcomes of the poor through increasing income,
reducing vulnerability, strengthening of social networks, improving utilization of
resources and opportunities and promoting a more sustainable environment”
(Patel and Triegaard, 2005:161). In so doing, development becomes aprocess rough
which the people are enabled to conduct their own development and to determine and

control resources not merely influencing its directions.

Against the backdrop of the above information, it can then be summarized that
“most people are vulnerable because they have inadequate livelihoods, which is not
resilient in the face of shocks, and they are often poor” (Wisner et al, 2004; 56). Mo
importantly is that the SLA seeks to create a framework that shows that the entry point
in development has shifted from the economy to human beings v loc
community issues are taken more seriously and development is seen maii _ 1

the improvement taking place in local communities and steps that need to be taken »

achieve effective change.




Therefore the essence of development process should be understood more in terms of
increasing the capacity of people to influence their own future through interaction w
their social and physical environments on a sustainable basis, with the aim of a ieving

the goals they set for themselves.

24 SOME THEMES IN UK RELATING TO SUSTAINABLE LIVEI 100D
APPROACH

According to Ashley and Carney (1999) (http:www.livelihoods. 3
(accessed 01/05/2009), some themes in UK Department of International Dev: pment

that relates to Sustainable Livelihood Approach are:
directing assistance to poor and vulnerable people for greater livelihood sect

o supporting very poor and marginalized individuals through appropriate safi 7 net

provisions that promote social and economic reestablishment and reintegration

. protecting and strengthening social capital in order to reduce/l increase desirable

development outcome

The UN system in South Africa is committed to supporting the country in me: ng its
development objectives in alignment with a national development priorities and ' in
the context of the Millennium Development Goals) MDGs (Eyben, 1998:2).
Despite the welcome and consistent sustaini le development commitments and
impressive achievements in several aspects of its ambitious transformation programme,
South Africa‘s development outcomes remain uneven and weak, particularly in the area

of pro- poor economic transfer (UNDP, 2003: xi).
2.5 CHALLENGES TO SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS IN SOUTH AFRICA *

dTr d 1, | I [ l

been successfully integrated with community development despite being promoted by

developing agencies in developing world.




Four central challenges that face sustainable development in South Africa are
identifiable as eradication of poverty and extreme wealth inequalities, the provision of

access to quality and affordable basic services to all, promotion of environmental

sustainability, a sustained reduction in the unemployment. #

According to the Human Development Report (2003: V), Davids (in Theron, 2008:24)
the UN Millennium summit was held in September 2000 resulting in the Millennium
Declaration (i.e. 8 Millennium goals aimed at providing a framework for deve

was adopted by 189 countries). This ™ 2claration committed to:

Halving the fraction of those with an income below one US dollar per day: the
number of people who suffer from hunger (poverty);

universal primary schooling education,

eliminate gender disparity(preferably by 2005

child mortality: reduce the under —five mortality rate by 2/3 ,
maternal health : reduce the maternal mortality rate by 31/4 ,

halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS, malaria and other major

diseases,

halve the ratio of people without access to safe drinking water and basic

sanitation,

7 targets related to: trade, debt, youth, technology, drugs, affordability and
special needs (UNDP, 2003).

This move marked an international realization of the plights of post colonial S

o thi 1 ]
and monitoring the progress of implementing this Millennium Declaration was compiled.
This report revealed that meeting these goals in the Sub Saharan African States

remains the priority challenge such that ‘unless things improve, it will take Sub Saharan
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Africa until 2129 to achieve universal primary education, until 2147 to halve extreme
poverty and until 2165 to cut child mortality by two thirds”(Human Development R«
2003:33). Various reasons for these findings were documented amongst which i |
death rates of many civilians. During 1990-2001 there were 57 major armed conflicts 1
45 locations and Sub Saharan Africa has been hit hardest killing 3,6 million and injuring
many more , but no region has been unaffected(Human Development Report,2003:4:
Therefore, eliminating poverty depends not merely on achievement of basic

security and reducing the vulnerability of the poorest of the poor and on securing access

to basic services.

In addition to the above factors ,De Rato (cited by Davids, in Theron, 0t 53),

cites that many African countries’ miss of the MDGs by a large is attributal 2 to 1e

overly ambitious goals themselves and unrealistic expectations placed ion aid and vnot

necessarily as a result of African inaction. Furthermore, decades of pieceme: efforts
have brought only limited success despite many dubbing 2005 the year of deve >pment
(De Rato in Theron, 2008:24). Against this backdrop, the conventional developr nt
efforts’ limited impact on poverty reduction led development thinking towards e ird
sector of civil associations i.e.NGOs. The term Non- Governmental Organization is
defined below with a purpose of understanding and obtaining insight for the scope of
this study.

2.6 DEFINITION OF NGOs

A coherent understanding of NGOs is a necessary precondition for proper
consideration not only their activities and influence, but also of tt r nature.
In this section definition of NGOs, their typology for conceptualizing and e different
varieties of NGOs is provided. Several definitions of the phenomenon of NGOs exist on
the basis of a range of theoretical perspectives and approaches applied to coin it.
Definitions of NGOs encompass certain criteria and their classification into ci go .
As with other concepts, various perspectives and approaches are used in defining the
term non governmental organizations.







political and economic goals , including equity, education, health, environmental
protection and human rights(Zayiji and Doh , 2009:5). In Line with this definition, several
sources [Davids, 2005:67; NPO Act 71 of 1997,) (http://www.socdev.gov.za), Yaz and

Doh, 2009:4] emphasize community ownership (as opposed to state owned entities) as

a common distinguishing factor for NGOs and that they are established with an aim of

rendering voluntary services to the society.

Davids(2005:67) further draws a distinction between community based organizations

(CBOS) and NGOs .The former( CBOs) ‘refers to a wide-ranging number of community

organization that are distinctive in that they usually have a clear membership based,

elected leadership, and define their role in relation to a specific geographical area within

which their members reside” while the latter (NGOs) are seen as service organizations

that have a paid staff and deliver specific services to an identifiable constit 1cy.

This document adopts an international usage of the term NGO in a more expans

manner which includes CBOs rather than a South African usage which excludes CI s.

2.6.2 Classification of NGOs

According to Liebenberg (in De Beer and Swanepoel, 2000:110), another method of

understanding the nature of NGOs, is to analyze the various categories into v ich

NGOs can be classified along the following broad nes:

their evolutionary stage;

their organizational type;

their functional nature;

their ~=c —-aphical classification;

In view of the above characteristics and categories in which NGOs are classifi | so as

to gain an understanding of their nature, the central focus of this study is upon NGOs

which in essence are defined as autonomous, privately set up, non-profit-making
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guide;
enabler;
advocate;
mediator, and
Organizer.

Despite the clear definition of NGO role, Plummer (2009:78) feels that NGO terest
vary enormously and it was an incorrect assumption that service-oriented organizations
would want to take on community development work. Thus against the back drop of the
many roles played by NGOs in the field of development, several NGO activities are i 30
identifiable.

2.6.3.2 Types of NGO activities

Yaziji and Doh (2009:7-10) outlines various NGO activities viz: advocacy, service and
Hybrid and evolving NGOs as follows:

2.6.3.2.1 Advocacy NGOs

Advocacy NGOs work to shape the social, economic or political systems to promote
given set of interests or ideology by engaging in lobbying, serve as representatives and
s to decision. These types of NGOs are said to play their advocacy role through various
activities such as mitigation, stage citizens’ tribunal etc just as the name given to s
type of NGOs denotes. Zayiji and Doh (2009:9) alerts that there is a finer distinction
between two types of advocacy NGOs —watchdog and social movement.

While the former are less ideologically radical (given their satisfaction with the 1 der

it d X il itu , it comn 3 in

which they live, in contrast the latter are more radical. In this light, advocacy NGOs are

those that contribute to the development of communities they serve mainly through two

succinctly different activities of (1) merely act as a vanguard against uns [ to
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development practices be it in the economic, social, political field (2)more pragmatic

stance through radical actions.
2.6.3.2.2 Service NGOs

In the view of Zayiji and Doh (2009:9), the activities of these NGOs are mainly service-
oriented (e.g. Red Cross crescent, Doctors without Borders) in as far as provision of
goods and services to communities with unmet needs. Thus the play more of a 3

net role especially in areas where politically challenged, indebted or corrupt states are

unable or unwilling to provide for societal needs.
2.6.3.2.3 Hybrid and evolving NGOs

In contrast to the above type of NGOs activities which are eitt  service delivery or
advocacy orientated, the Hybrid and evolving NGOs pursue both sets « activities
simultaneously, or evolve form one to the other (e.g. Oxfam global developme: and
poverty relief organization advocacy in public policy and direct contribution to ea |,
education and food security in developing countries) .A closer look at the 1 je of
activities of this NGO shows that they support the critique of Korten’s classification of
NGOs in terms of their evolutionary stage classification as stated that above at an
NGO might be able to implement a combination of all four of the categories at any given
time for example an NGO might be busy with a feeding scheme which can ne classified
as a first generation type of activity, while it simultaneously implementing a public
awareness campaign which could be defined as fourth generation developmel activ y

it can Thomas (1992).

Furthermore, the role of NGOs in addressing developmental issues is also

acknowledged in the Reconstruction and Development Programme (F )

(Government of South Africa, 1994).The latter can be seen as an integrated post-
apartheid programme aimed at poverty alleviation by meetingthe nee _; ¢ 1mu

through various developmental initiatives and projects albeit its focus on peculiar
problem engendered by past racial policies of South Africa

(Monaheng in De Beer and Swanepoel, 2000:132).
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This chapter provided a context for the next chapter that focuses on the origin of South

African NGOs’, their key social development programmes: social welfare services and
different theoretical persp tives that informs them. The next chapter entails an
overview of the rationale, origin and evolution of NGOs within the South African soci

sifare ntext.






