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ABSTRACT 

One of the major aspects of the South African Government's policy of 

separate development was the forced removal of the black people. One of the 

communities forcibly removed was the Bakwena ba Mogopa from Mogopa to 

Pachsdraai in the years from 1983 to 1984. The problem, however, is that no 

coherent and systematic analysis exists explaining the general context in 

which the removal took place, how it was executed and what the 

consequences were. A perception was also created by the Government that 

the Bakwena ba Mogopa had moved voluntarily. 

The main objective of this research is to shed more light on the forced 

removal of the Bakwena ba Mogopa and to try to confirm the hypothesis that 

their removal was not voluntary. To achieve this, the research is divided into 

six chapters which deal with subobjectives. In Chapter 1, the necessity and 

importance of the study is explained. Chapter 2 gives an historical analysis of 

the origin, migration and settlement patterns of the Bakwena ba Mogopa. 

Chapter 3 deals with the debate on the reasons for the forced removal of the 

Bakwena ba Mogopa. Chapter 4 treats the execution of the removal process 

and attempts made by the Bakwena ba Mogopa to resist the process. In 

Chapter 5 some consequences of the forced removal of the Bakwena ba 

Mogopa were established and analysed. Chapter 6 contains the conclusion. 

The basic finding of the research is that (given the background on how the 

removal process was executed) the Bakwena ba Mogopa were forcibly 

removed from Mogopa to Pachsdraai. The forced removal disrupted their 

lives in many ways. They were removed from the land of their ancestors and 

thus felt insecure. Some members were reduced to the status of refugees 

(for example at Bethania). The forced removal had a negative impact on their 

social, religious, economic and political life. 
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OPSOMMING 

Een van die vernaamste aspekte van die Suid-Afrikaanse regering se beleid 

van afsonderlike ontwikkeling was die gedwonge verskuiwing van 

swartmense. Een van die gemeenskappe wat op die wyse hervestig is, was 

die Bakwena ba Mogopa, en wei in die jare 1983 tot 1984 van Mogopa na 

Pachsdraai. Die probleem is egter dat daar geen samehangende en 

sistematiese ontleding bestaan wat die algemene konteks verduidelik 

waarbinne die verskuiwing plaasgevind het, hoe dit uitgevoer is en watter 

gevolge dit ingehou het nie. Daarbenewens is die indruk deur die regering 

geskep dat die Bakwena ba Mogopa vrywillig verhuis het. 

Die hoofdoel van hierdie navorsing is om meer lig te werp op die gedwonge 

verskuiwing van die Bakwena ba Mogopa en om te probeer om die hipotese 

te bewys dat hulle verhuising nie vrywillig was nie. Om dft te verwesenlik is 

die navorsing in ses hoofstukke verdeel wat elk oor 'n onderafdeling handel. 

In hoofstuk 1 word die noodsaaklikheid en belangrikheid van die studie 

verduidelik. Hoofstuk 2 bied 'n geskiedkundige ontleding van die oorsprong, 

trek en vestigingspatrone van die Bakwena ba Mogopa. Hoofstuk 3 handel 

oor die debat aangaande die oorsake vir die gedwonge verskuiwing van die 

Bakwena ba Mogopa. Hoofstuk 4 behandel die uitvoering van die 

verskuiwingsproses en pogings deur die Bakwena ba Mogopa om dit teen te 

staan. In hoofstuk 5 word sommige gevolge van die Bakwena ba Mogopa se 

gedwonge verhuising bepaal en ontleed. Hoofstuk 6 bevat die 

gevolgtrekking. 

Di~ basiese bevinding van die navorsing is (gegewe die agtergrond waarteen 

die verskuiwingsproses uitgevoer is) dat die Bakwena ba Mogopa met dwang 

van Mogopa na Pachsdraai verskuif is. Hierdie gedwonge verskuiwing het 

hulle lewe in vele opsigte ontwrig. Hulle is van die grond van hulle 

voorvaders af verwyder en het gevolglik onveilig gevoel. Sommige stamlede 

is verlaag tot vlugtelingstatus (byvoorbeeld by Bethanie). Die gedwonge 

verhuising het 'n nadelige uitwerking op hulle maatskaplike, godsdienstige, 

ekonomiese en politieke lewe gehad. 
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