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are made at the Cory Library, Rhodes University, the James Stuart
Archives, University of Natal, and the Military Museum, Johannesburg, | t

ho success.

The primary sources have been supplemented by secondary ma S
provided by mainly English and Afrikaner writers. Only a few sc ‘ces us

were written by black writers on the subject.

The nature of literature used, the motives and bias of the writers hz et
carefully taken into account, as will be explained in the survey of the

historiography of the war in chapter 2.
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whites. The Boer commandos for example, armed blar s v 10 were living
along the Crocodile River in the Waterberg district in November 1899 as

as others near Dundee in Natal. On the other hand, the iritish supplied arms
and ammunition to the Ngwato of chief Kgama. The main aim was to | ct
the frontier of the Bechuanaland Protectorate as well as the Mafikeng-
Bulawayo railway line. In the south, some 4 000 Mfengu and Mthembu  re
organised into armed levies to counter any Boer invasion and suppress a
possible Afrikaner rising. The _Jluland Native Police, already in existen

the outbreak of the war, were armed with rifles and mounted against e Boer

forces.®®

The arming of the Kgatla by the British had unfortunate consequences in e
Marico district of the Transvaal in that it led to an armed battle between them
and Boer forces. At least 15 Kgatla died in the attack while 17 were

by the Boer forces. Many Boer families, fearing further attacks, forméd

laagers or fled to Rustenburg for safety.®

During the first year of the war, at 1e request of the British goverr 1et

Roberts issued strict orders that blacks were on no account to be ar ed for
active service against the Boers. Even blacks employed by the British ar vy
were threatened with severe punishment if they wore military uniform.
However, Kitchener's attitude to the use of blacks in the war was far m: e
flexible than Roberts's. When he assumed command towards the end of
1900, there had already been suggestions that blacks employed by =2
British army should be armed for the purpose of self-defence again: the

Boers.”

Consequently, during the latter half of 1901, bc 1 the British government and
army conceded that blacks should be armed to guard the blockhouses and

blockhouse lines, due to the British shortage of manpower. Severe criticism of

%  TAD, CO, vol. 1/4/7, R.M. Estcourt.

% F Pretorius, 1899-1902: Die Angloboere-oorlog, p.76.

0 B. Nasson, Abraham Esau's war: a black South African war in the Cape, 1899-1902, p.
22.
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knew the countryside and often used the local black population for s
purpoée. Some bIacké acted as scouting and intelligence aid and in Natal e
Zululand Native Scouts were an established force. In an IASR i arview
Motshubelwe Miloko mentioned that blacks were trained as soldiers an
spied for the English military camps.”’ Breytenbach confirms that black : ies

were used by the British.”

Like the British army, the Boers also enlisted the assistance of blacks
many ways. At the beginning of the war they conscripted the blar s to wo
on farms in an attempt to maintain agricultural output in the absence of \any
Boer farmers. During the guerrilla phase, cattle and military supplies were
sometimes left with blacks for safe-keeping until they were needed by the

commandos.”

The Boers also conscripted blacks and coloureds to dig trenches, drive
wagons, collect firewood, attend to horses and to perform other duties related
to their campaign. It is indeed hard to believe that the war was bet en the
British and the # kaners only. This was suggested by Sol ‘’laatjie's
description in his Mafikeng diary entry for 9 December 1899 of ow the
Barolong herdboys guarding their stock during the British siege picked up the
fragments of shells which burst nearby. Yet the role of blacks was 1y no

means as passive or as immune as this description suggested.®

Blacks and coloureds became involved in military employment for a variety of
reasons. Labour enlisted by the Boers was largely unpaid. On the other 1and,
some categories of work performed by blacks were well paid by the British
side. Those who enrolled at the De Aar |labour depot in the northern Ca

were paid 60 shillings a month. This was ¢ out 10 shillings more than the

7M. Moloko, interview, Institute for Advanced Social Research (IASR), Wits, Oral History
Project (OHP), 20 November 1979, tape 150/a.

8 J.H. Breytenbach, Die geskiedenis van die Tweede Vryheidsoorlog in Suid-Afrika, 1899-
1902, vol. |, p.213.

® T.C. Caldwell, The Anglo-Boer War: Why was it fought? Who was responsible?, p.68.

8 J.H. Breytenbach, Die geskiedenis van die Tweede Vryheidsoorlog in Suid-Afrika, 1 -
1902, vol. I, p.415.
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comparable rate on the gold mines before the outbre: of the war. Drivers
and leaders could earn up to 90 shillings a month. Other | ack workers,
however, received as little as 30 shillings. The usual rate of pay for a worker

seems to have been between 40 and 50 shillings a month.®'

Wessels concludes that the South African War affected civilians of
communities (white, black, coloured and Asian) and had far-reach g
economic, social and political consequences for all inhabitants of Sou |

Africa and for intergroup relations.®

From the above information the vital role played by blacks during the South
African War becomes clear. The accun lation of such evidence has

demolished the myth of the white man's war.

8 E. Hobhouse, The Boer War, p.117.
82 A. Wessels, "Veel navorsing moet nog oor dié vryheidsoorlog gedoen word", Beeld, 24

Oktober 1996.
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3.2 ESTABLISHMENT OF CAMPS FOR BLACKS

To put the establist  2nt of camps for blacks during the South African War in
its proper context it must be viewed against the background of e I ;h
military strategy. The historiography on the various phases in v lich the

developed and the evolving military strategies employed by the British ¢ d
the Boers are analysed by Wessels.®> He identifies four main phases of e
war: the limited Boer offensive on British territory (11-31 October 1899); e
Buller phase or unsuccessful initial British counteroffensive (31 October
1899-10 February 1900); the Roberts phase during which the British forces
relentlessly advanced on three fronts into the Boer Republics (1 February-
29 November 1900); and the Kitchener phase during which the Boers
resorted to guerrilla warfare (31 March 1900-31 May 1902). It was during this
last phase that black civilians became increasingly involved in the war and

thus on which this dissertation focusses.

The guerrilla tactics employed by the Boer forces lasted for more or less | )
years. The emphasis of the Boer campaign was on a war of movement, where
authority was decentralised and vested in local commandos operating

areas familiar to them. Small groups of the commandos returned to the C: e
Colony to extend further the British army's area of operations and to inspire a

second Afrikaner re :llion in the colony.*

Guerrilla warfare was more ruthless and brutal than the | ase of
conventional warfare preceding it. The Boer fighting forces came to consist of
widely dispersed, at times isolated and small commandos. They formed sr
mobile military units which were able to continue to harass the im; ial army
by capturing supplies, disorganising the m tary communication system an
sometimes inflicting quite startling casualties on the British an

occupation. By regrouping their forces in small guerrilla units operating in

3 A. Wessels, "Die fases van die Anglo-Boereoorlog (1899-1902): 'n Funksionele indeling",
Acta Academica, vol. 23, no. 2, May 1991, pp. 52-79.
4 P. Warwick, Black people and the South African War 1899-1902, pp.120-4.
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According to statistics of the Transva Native Refugee Department the
number of black refugees in employment reached its highest level in the first
half of 1902. The highest figure for the Transvaal camps was 10 052 la

refugees (8 207 men, 955 women and 890 children) in employment ¢ g
May 1902, which constitutes 18 per cent of the total camp population of 55
696 at that stage. Of these 6 703 were in the employment of e Briti

government outside the camps, 2 214 were in private employment ¢ d 1 135

were employed in the camps.™

A wage of one shilling a day plus rations was paid to those who accepted
military employment. Workers were enlis d for three months to enable 1em

to return to their families in the camps at intervals.®

Poverty was perhaps the most critical factor that propelled biacks to accept
work with the British army. For many black families the war had disastrous
material consequences. The disruption of the migrant labour system at e
outbreak of the war temporarily deprived many blacks of an income.
Therefore, they could not afford to buy ain and pay their taxes and rent.
The return to the rural areas of thousands of men normally absent at work

increased the pressure on food resources.®’

In the already overpopulated districts of Natal, Zululand and the Transkei
where the war was accompanied by especially meagre harvest yields, famine
rapidly spread. For starving blacks e war was a blessing in disguise. In
order to alleviate the destitute circumst 1wces of their families many en
enrolled as military workers with the British army. In the Bathurst di ‘ict of
the Cape Colony, where crop yields in 19( were especially poor, 72 nt
of the adult male population enlisted with the military.®* The initial recrt  ent

to the De Aar labour depot was concentrated largely in the King Wiliam's

*  TAD, WO, vol. 86, ref. 358/02, Transvaal Administration reports for 1902: Final report of
the work performed by the Native Refugee Department of the Transvaal from June 1901
to December 1902.

€ F. Pretorius, 1899-1902: Die Angloboereoorlog, p.80.

8 35.V. Kessler, interview, 16 May 1996.

%2 F. Pretorius, 1899-1902: Die Angloboereooriog, p.75.
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the ORC, claimed that blacks wanted to stay in the camps for as ng as ey

were permitted, after a tour of  spection in February 1902.%

Missionaries who visited the black camps, and viewed the from a
humanitarian rather than a military point of view, did not arrive at the s: 1e
happy conclusion. For instance, Reverend W.H.R. Brown who visit:

black camps at Dryharts in the northern Cape had this to say: ™ ey are i
great poverty and misery and our visit was a comfort to them. Many are dyir
from day to day - what is to become of the survivors | cannot think. Between
the Dutch and the English they have lost everything, and there being no
political party interested in their destiny, 1ey go to the wall' as the weakest

are bound to do."®

What was daily life in the camps like? During an interview Masike Mokgong
disclosed that the daily routine of blacks in the camps was to wake up ear

the morning and go to work for their masters. They built houses with « 1y
mixed with dung. They had to dig up clay, mix it by letting the cattle trample
on it while they were mixing it with water. From this mixture, they made bricks
and built houses. According to M. Moloko, men were made to load wagons
with stones from the mountains. They then had to build fences around the
camps of the Boers for security purposes. In terms of transport, ey dto
pull the loaded wagons like horses or cattle.® Black women of 1 «

cleaning and washing jobs in Boer camps.”

These interviews and other information seem to indicate that the life of the
black people in the camps was the typical life of a manual labourer in the
case of men and either a domestic servant or a crop cultivator in the case of
women. In all probability the camp authorities were instructed to see to it that

the camp inmates did not become idle, as this might lead to restlessness.

8 FAD, CO, vol. 81, ref. 71/02: letter, Fox/Wilson, 3 February 1902.

68 p_\Warwick, Black people and the South African War 1899-1902, p. 156.
69 M.P. Mokgong, interview, IASR, Wits, OHP, 24 sbruary 1980, tape 150A.
70 M. Moloko, interview, IASR, Wits, OHP, 20 No» mber 1979, tape 165B.
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an incentive to labour. By A | 1902 t 3 alarming death rate had been

brought under control.”

At this stage, greater emphasis was place on the need for blacks to cultivate
land in the immediate neighbourhood of their camp. Arrangements Iad
already been made before the death rate manifestly got out of hand in the
black camps. Originally, this had simply been in keeping with the
department's principle of self-sufficiency « 1 the intention to provide blacks
with food. The splitting up of of the settlements was, therefore, designed not
only to improve sanitary conditions and prevent the unmanageable spread of
diseases, but also to provide sufficient « ltivable land in protected zones

close to the railway system.”

The NRD report regarding the Orange River Colony for the month of May
1902 show that 233 deaths occurred in black camps. The majority of this
number, 142, were children, while 52 were women and 32 were men. In the
same month 82 children were born in the camps.” These figures show e
disproportion in the number of births and deaths due to the war and also that

mainly children were the victims of disease.

Education and religion received some attention in the camps. In
correspondence regarding the transfer of a certain Reverend Gel from e
Middelburg camp to the one in Belfast mention is made of teachingb s
English and religion. Workshops for different tasks such as carpentry and

shoemaking were said to have been established and run in black camps.®

Prior to April 1902 black men and women in the camps could not lega
marry each other as there was no marriage officer to solemnise s 1

marriages. it was only after William Nathaniel Somngesi, an ordained minister

7 s.B. Spies, Methods of barbarism? Roberts d Kitchener and civilians in the Boer
republics January 1900 - May 1902, pp.228-30.
8 E. Hobhouse, The brunt of the war and where it fell, pp.201-3.
® FAD, CO, vol. 99: Chief Superintendent of Re gee Camps in the ORC, weekly death
v 12
® FAD, CO, vol. 29, ref. 2611/01: Report, ( ief Superintendent, Refugee Camps,
ORC/Secretary, ORC Administration, 15 July 1901.
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of the Methodist church and resident in the black camp at Eersgevonden, had
applied for permission to do so, that the matter started to receive the
necessary attention. Thereupon the secretary of the Native Refugee
Department in the Orange River Colony, .F. Wilson, recommended that the
district inspectors of black camps in the colony be appointed as n e

officers.®!

Although Somngesi's application was nc successful, it helped to draw the
attention of the department to the matter. It is likely that Somngesi could not
be appointed because he was a black person. Unfortunately no further

information on how marriages were handled in black camps is avail: le.

Without any doubt, the concentration camps for both whites and t icks
remain a tragic component of the historiography of the South African War

1899 to 1902. Although a memori: to the dead of the white concentratic

camps was erected at Bloemfontein in 1913, there is no such memorial to e
blacks who perished in black conce ration camps. Appeals for e
establishment of monuments dedicated to those blacks who died in the
concentration camps have been made by zssler. Indeed, their voices « +

from death for being entirely unknown to the nation and the whole world.®

81 FAD, CO, vol. 62, ref. 935/02: Necessity of the appointment of marriage officers for

Native Refugee Camps, 2 April 1902.
N. Kanhema, "How Boer War historians tore out the page on blacks", Saturday Star, 14
September 1996, p.13.
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This amounted to a decrease of approximately 10 000 blacks in one month.®
The pace of repatriation was kept up. According to the report of September
1902 there were 23 black camps acct 1modating 36 569 blacks. This marked
a further decline of 7 black camps and 11 385 blacks within a month. There
was thus rapid progress in the Orange River Colony.'™ The repatriation of

blacks in the Orange River Colony was ultimately completed in January 1! 3.

In the Transvaal, over half of the blacks in the camps had been repatriated 1y
the end of August 1902 and by November only 3 000 remained to be

resettled."

Greater difficulties were experienced by e Refugee Department in Nat:

During the war blacks who came from the Orange River Colony were lowed
to occupy the deserted farms, black locations and reserves along the foot of
the Drakensberg mountains by the authorities in the Natal area. Although
they received no rations from the Natal government, they succeeded in
feeding themselves as many of them had cattle.” Because blacks were
denied the opportunity to make their own arrangements with employers, the
repatriation of blacks from Natal proceeded more slowly than in the Oran

River Colony and Transvaal. Unlike most of the black camps in the fort »r
republics, those in Natal had sometimes been able to cultivate land on the

own initiative. Many blacks refused to return until all their crops had ieen
harvested. In order to avoid an unmanageable movement of blacks from
Natal into the Orange River Cc¢ iny, the Iministration insisted that blacks
must make applications directly to the Civil Administration.” At the end of

1902 1 149 blacks in Natal camps still remained to be resettled and the

° FAD, CO, vol. 105, ref. 4316/02: 1 er, F.W. Fox/Lieutenant Governor, ORC, 7 C or
1902.

' FAD, CO, vol. 114, ref. 5079/02: letter, F.W. Fox/Lieutenant Governor, ORC, 7
November 1902.

" TAD, WO, vol. 86, ref. 358/02, Transvaal Admi stration reports for 1902: Final report of
the work performed by the Native Refugee Department of the Transvaal from June 1901
to December 1902, p. 3.

2 F ), ¢ , 1. 90, ref 3177/02: tter, De Lotbiniére/Lieutenant Governor, ORC, 5
September 1902.

3 FAD, WO, vol. 30, ref. 333A: telegram, Court/Wilson, 17 September 1900.
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considerable assistance provided by the Zulus to the British army, the Natal
government was persuaded to alienate large parts of Zululand for white

settlement after the war.?®

Black workers in the industrial region of the Transvaal who had hoped that
the overthrow of the Pretoria regime would bring about a bstan 1l
improvement in their position were also disillusioned. Labour conditions, in
fact, worsened rather than improved. Black wages in the gold mining ind try
were reduced and a much more sophisticated network of control over the
black work force was devised. Prosecutions for desertion and breach of
contract increased. Conditions in the labour compounds deteriorated. The
dissatisfaction of workers led to a spate of strikes and mass walk-outs on the

gold reef in May and June 1902.%’

Without any doubt the Treaty of Vereeniging came as a rude shock to the
black community. Their hopes were dashed especially by clause eight of the
peace agreement between the Briton and Boer. It stated that the g stion of
granting the franchise to natives woul not be decided until after t

introduction of self-government.?®

Thus it was made clear to blacks that the continuity of political life in e
defeated republics would not be disrupted by the advent of British rule. The
political colour-bar was retained and the position of blacks remained
fundamentally the same. Measures such as the republican pass laws
continued to be applied and neither the franchise, which many desired, nor
the widely envisaged transfer of Afrikaner inds to blacks or better economic
opportunities, materialised. Blacks were soon brought to the realisation at

no major char s would be ef :ted.?

% Rand Daily Mail, 27 February 1903,

2 $.M. Molema, The bantu past and present: an ethnographical and historical study of the
native races of South Africa, pp.283-5.

% TAD. Ol 3t 3: Draft Agreement as to the terms of surre er of the Boer forces in
the field approved by His Majesty's Government, 31 May 1902.

2 J. Pampalis, Foundations of the new South Africa, p. 47.
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country. Therefore, the war served as a stimulus towards the rise of black

nationalism as black criticism of the British policy inten: ied.
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In the introduction | stated my aim of reft ng the myth that the South African

‘War was exclusively a white man's war. | have tried to do this in the four

chapters of this mini-dissertation.

In chapter 1, dealing with the background to the war, | pointed out that at e
outset of the war blacks were not merely disinterested onlookers, but had a
vital interest in the outcome of the war, which would directly influence their

future prospects in South Africa.

In chapter 2 | explained how and why the myth of the South African War as a
white man’s war was created and perpetuated, and how it has been

successfully challenged recently.

In reviewing the various forms of participation in the war by blacks | indicated
that black people became an integral factor in the South African War. At least
10 000 and possibly as many as 30 000 blacks were fighting with the British
army as armed combatants by the end of the war. In the course of the ' r the
British army employed as many as 20 000 blacks in different capacities.
Blacks supplied the British army with inve 1able intelligence and took action
to resist the Boer invasions of the Cape Colony and Natal. Armed black
communities closed hundreds of square miles of the annexed states to
commando penetration during the guerrilla warfare. Boer forces also armed
blacks on various occasions and at :ast 10 000 blacks accompanied the
Boer commandos. indeed, blacks were not merely the victims ,

were directly involved in the armed struggle as scouts, spies, servants,

messengers and in a wide range of other occupations with the white armies.’

' P. Warwick, Black people and the South African War 1899-1902, p.4.
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afresh at the war as a socio-economic, military and political phenomenon
and, in particular, by examining the ways in which it affected the lives of black
people, the preceding chapters have sought to shed new light in order to

adequately dispute the myth of the South African War as a white man's war.

It is impossible for any researcher to divorce himself completely from his ¢ |
subjectivity when at work. However, the historian should avoid one-
sidedness, narrow-mindedness and pr¢ Jidice as they rob the public of a
complete truth. What researchers should do is to display their academic
integrity by resisting any racially biased interpretation of events. Blacks must
be urged to start writing their own history and stop blaming other historians

for not objectively recording their past.
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APPENDIX 2

CONCENTRATION CAMPS, 1901-2"

MAP INDICATING THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE MAIN BLACK
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P. Warwick, Black people and the South African War 1899-1902, p. 154,
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