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The Genevan scholar, Jean Piaget, mad e a hig hly significant 
contribution to epistemology that has not generally been 
adeq ua tely recognized by philosophers .. 

His p urpose was to remove epistemology from philosophy and 
make it a strictly scientific endeavour separate from phi-­
l osoph y. Ye t an e xamination of main themes i n his the ory of 
knowledge shows t he clear outline of a philosophica l frame­
work - using his own definition o f philosophy. An exami na­
tion o f a number o:f criticisms, shows that, underlying 
philosophical differences constantly emerge as the major 
factor separa t i ng Piaget and his critics.. That Piaget 
failed in .his purpose of establish i ng a scientific e piste m­
ol o g y inde pe ndently of philosophy is corroborated b y a 
c om parison with the psychologist , Rudolph Arnheim. 

The Piaget i an philosop hy - lilhich, t hough with i n the main­
s tr e a m of twen t ieth century philosophy, has its own quite 
di s tinc t ive f ea t ures - lea ds to a s haping o f t he exper­
i mental data in terms o f a construct ivist, monoli·thic hier­
arc hy o f knowledge, n ot as a static structure but as a 
c on tinua l l y s t r ucturing activity. In this structuring 
activity knowledge develops in a continual i n teraction of 
s ub j ect and obje ct in which the o b ject :feeds t he cognitive 
structure of the subject an d the sub ject , by its 
l ogi co- ma·the mat i cal str uctur,e, gives order to the obje ct 
world. The r e i s a con f lation o f t he logical a nd mathemat­
i c al and a blurring of the dis t inct ion between the logica l 
f unc t i o n , as a p rimary f unctional mode, and t he formaliza­
tion by wh ich we extend knowledge o f the logical function 
wi th t he aid of symbols. Cogniti ve norma tivity is s e e n as 
provided by a f ormali:Zation of logic, rooted ultimately i n 
the universal biological structure o f t he organism. 

As an alterna t i ve , and more satisfactory, empirical p hilo­
sophical fra mework the out line is given for a 
multi-dime nsiona l theory of knowl edge withi n a lawfully 
o r der ed , d yna mic, relational field . Withi n this conte xt, it 
becomes apparent t hat t he Piaget i an experiments d o not tra ce 
the develo pment o f t hou gh t o .r t he gro wt h o f knowledge or of 
l o g i c as s uch, but have t he more l imited s cope of tr acing 
the developme nt of one mode of kno wl e dge ; a mode of know­
l e d ge whic h is nevertheless i mportan t because of its role in 
scienc e .. 

The eva l uation o f Piaget and t he p r o pose d 
c onstan t a ppe a l t o empiri cal data. At the 
a c knowl edged t ha t a n e xplici t Christian 
plays a part jus t as Piaget' s c o mmitment 
s hap ing his the ory. 

summar y 

alternative make 
same time , it is 

commitment also 
played a part in 
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