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poor sociocultural home environments, psychiatric disorders, + nenvironment cau s.
It has also been highlighted by Govender (2012:3) that hundreds of schools across Sou

Africa experience the problem of learners who arrive at school drunk and having sm« ed
dagga. The reasons for poor academic performance in Rekopantswe Area Office cannot be

easily discerned without a focused investigation as envisaged in this case study.

1.3 RESEARCH AIMS

This study was guided by two aims: the first aim was to investigate the causes of po  pe rmance

among Grade 9 learners with special reference to the Rekopantswe Area Office.

The second aim was to investigate strategies used by secondary school teachers in dealing  th the

problem of poor academic performance of learners at the Grade 9 levels.
1.3.1 Purpose of the study

The purpose of the study was to establish the causes of poor academic performance ~ Grade
9 learners in Rekopantswe Area Office and to develop strategies needed by the teachers to
deal with poor academic performance of learners, in order to improve = on their

achievement.

The following questions guided the study.

e What is the nature and what are the main causes of poor academic performance
among Grade 9 learners in secondary schools?

e How do teachers deal with the poor performance of Grade 9 learners in  :ondary
schools in the Rekopantswe Area Office?

e What strategies can be developed to help teachers improve the way 2y  al with

poor academic performance of learners?
1.3.2 The significance of the study

The outcome of this study will be beneficial to heads of departments, teachers, as w as the

_ :partment of Basic Education.

The results from this study will enable departments and teachers to implement strategies to
deal with poor academic performance of learners. The Department of Education may also use
the results to formulate policies on how to deal with poor academic performa =« ‘arners

-

in general. This study is important because it will provide strategies to guide Grade 9 teachers

a















and analysed and reviewed. It is typical in qualitative  search for data analysis ¢ men
during the data collection process. At the practical level, qualitative research rapi / amasses
huge amounts of data, and early analysis reduces the problem of data overload y selecting

significant features for future focus.

According to Leedy and Ormrod (2005:140), the central task during  data analysis is to

identify common themes in people s description of their experiences.

1.5 RESEARCHER’S ROLE

The researcher s role will be that of seeking information, by interviewing e infori tion-
rich participants. The researcher s assumption was that there were different causes for  oor
academic performance and that the teachers were capable of adjusting their strategies to deal
with the poor academic performance in the secondary schools. The resear er s preconceived
ideas did not affect the respondents responses, as this would have negatively affected her

ethical values.

Creswell (2009:196) states that, in qualitative research, the researcher as the rimary data
collection instrument necessitates the identification of personal values, assumptions and
biases at the outset of the study. Cohen et al. (2005:120) state that the mos! ractic way «

achieving greater validity is to minimize the amount of bias as much as possible and that
there is the tendency for the interviewer to seek answers that support her preconceived

notion.

1.6 TRUSTWORTHINESS

To ensure the trustworthiness of the study, the researcher used data from different sources
and made sure that the following aspects were 1 ly covered: reliability, credibility, validity

and dependability (Cohen et al., 2005:128)

1.7 ETHICAL ASPECTS OF THE RE! ARCH

Four secondary school principals in the Rekopantswe Area Office were approached by the

researcher to be granted permission to conduct the research in their schools. Participants were






1.9 CHAPTER DIVISION

Chapter 1: Orientation to the study

Orientation to the study includes a discussion of the introduction, motivation of the study,

problem statement, the research question and purpose of the research.
Chapter 2: Literature review

1t is based on literature study focusing on the phenomenon of poor academic perforn 1ce and

how it can be improved.
Chapter 3: Research Design and Methodology

The research methodology focuses on the methods and strategies used to gather data Hr the

study. Among these are sampling strategies, data collection and procedures for ane sis.
Chapter 4: Data Presentation and Analysis

This chapter focuses on the presentation and analysis of the results from the data ct ected on
the poor academic performance and teachers strategies in managing learners with oor

performance.
Chapter 5: Discussion of the Findings, Recommendations, and Conclusion

This chapter presents a summary of the research and concluding remarks on the main
findings and recommendations, as well as limitations and strengths of the ¢ dy and

suggestions for further research.

1.10. SUMMARY OF THE CHAPTER

In this chapter, identifying the problem as well as describing procedures for the empirical
study gave an introduction to the undertaken study. As a result, this chapter laid a fou lation

for the review of literature and the research design that follows in the next chapters to and

>f the preliminary explanations and chapter division that is Chapter 1 to ¢ ter

11

























































































































































































































































APPENDIX F:

I'._ {RVIEW SCHEDULE FOR THE1 ARNERS

h factors in your home contribute to your poor academ

2. Do you think that the type of friends you have may be c«
poor academic performance?

3. How do the people you are staying with help you with your

4. How is your relationship with them?

5. In your opinion what cot | be done to he  your learning cc

94



















































APPENDIX L:
INFORMED CONSENT FORM - TEACHER
Dear Teacher

My name is Mrs D. Phaladi and I am an educator in the .ekopantswe area. Iam s

a Master s d ee in Educational management at the North-West University

Campus. As part of the requirements for my degree, I am conducting a research s

lerstand why some students perform poorly at school, and what strate

can use to deal with learners poor performance.

In this regard, I would like to ask for your permission to conduct an interview
the purpose of my research. I assure you that the information collected will be

the purposes of this research study, and that it will be treated confidentially.
I thank you in advance for your cooperation.
Yours faithfully,

Researcher:

Participant:

€
<

/

or

at

n

n









