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Parents feel that schools are too prescriptive

l schools to Involve parents

EREREXE
4 Parents view schools as a place for children ’ 1 2 ’ 3 ;—
5 Parents are concerned with their personal obligations and the education ’ 1 2 3 4
obligations and the education of children 1
6 : Parents leave education in the hands of qualified educators K E _ } 3 4
—?ﬁ—ﬂ Parents are sensitive to information they receive from school T 1 2 3 4 |
8 Parents want to discuss their children’s problems with the school i 1 2 | 3 ]\ 4
9 Parents feel that their critical statements about the school may promote 1 2 1 3 ] 4
} their children’s performance ] | 1
10 | Parents are adequately gualified to make valid contributions to the T | 2 3 4
i | ducation of their children \ | :
] 11 ‘ A negative school climate encourages parent involvement I‘ 1 2 l 3 \ 4
| 12 | Parents are a component of the education system 1 ‘ 2‘, _3— | 4 |
— oot EEESTRE
{13 | Educators have been trained in parent involvement |1 2 3 | 4
M I‘ Parents accept the responsibility of their children’s education 1 ! 2 ~3__ 4
15 i Parents want to intrude in educational matters L1182 ‘_3___ 4J
|T‘ Messages sent to parents by schools are being distorted | 1 L 2 7 3 : 4 |
\ 17 ' Parents regard school as an autonomous institution ¥ 12 l 3 4_
i 18 ‘ Parents are aware of the ever-changing nature of education 1 2 | 3 T: —1
| 19 l Parents want to be invited {o school activities 1 2 | 3 t ; -l
| 20 | Parents and school programmes usually clash 1 1 2 | ?I 4 ‘
| 21 \ Parents who live too far from schoo! are involved in school activities T 2#1——3 ‘ 4_. ,
22 | The concept of “free education” encourages absence of parents . 1 1 2 _|_3 : 4—
23 | Parents stay away from school activities because the State Is | 1 ?1_ 37 . 4 |
’ shouldering education alone ! '
rza ‘Parental rights and obligations have been clearly spell_ed out by statutes 1 ‘ 2 : Zr :7:
LZS . Unhealthy socio-economic issues drive parents towards the schools 1 | 2 | 3 4
! 26 | Parents fully understand their role in schools l 1 ‘ 2 1 3 4
i 27 | Parents have something to contribute towards educational development [ 1 2 T——\'; | :
| 28 | Two working parents do find time to get involved in school activities ; 1 Z | @ ' _4 |
| il iU
30 | Poor parents want to be seen with educated educators [ 1 2 [ 3 . 4
31 Poor parents who failed to provide their children with school | 1 2 | 3 | 4 [
requirements, do come to school W '. |
\. 32 | Poor parents feel that schools may reqguire them to contribute financiallyq—“v_‘] |__2 "T . _4ﬁ
33 | Schools do have adequate time to involve parents in activities | 1 2 4‘ 3 | 4
| 34 | Parents determine the school curriculum with educators : 1 2 L 3 B 4 |
I 35 | Parents correctly interpret messages that schools send through children 1 2 | 3 4 |
- 36 | Parents should only feature on representative nature in school activities ) _1_ l _2_{ 3__\ 4
| 37 | Lack of amenities such as telephones, post boxes makes it possible for 1—7. 27 1 3) Tl_tt

|

Questionnaire to Teachers



Appendix C

An Investigation on Parent Involvement
in the Education of their Children

Questionnaire to Parents/Guardians
Instructions

(1) Your name must not appear on this questionnaire.

(2)  Kindly answer the questions by making a cross in the appropriate block

SECTION A: BIBLIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

1 Sex

\ Male Femaie :
MY |

2 Age

20-29 years 30-39 years : 40-49 years 50-59 years 60 years and older '

3 Highest Academic Qualifications

. O S :
Less than matric Matric One year post matric I Two years post matric |

; Three years post matric | Four years post matric

SECTION B: VIEWS ON THE NATURE OF PARENT INVOLVEMENT

1 How involved are you with your child’s school

_
| 1.1 | Do you have the current phone number and address of the school? | Yes No
12 | Did you attend Back to School Night at your child's school? ' Yes No ]
i ; —
| 1.3 | Have you attended at least one support group meeting this year? | Yes No
! 4 —
| 1.4 | Do you make yourself available for conferences requested by your child's | Yes No
| educator or visit the school even if not requested? '
b o
1.5 | Do you know at least some of your child's English educators? Yes No
i 1.6 | Do educators invite you as parent fo plan and discuss school issues with | Yes No
them? ‘ |
S |

' 1.7 | Have you had at least one parent-educator conference with the educators of
‘ your child this year?

 of
. 1.8 | Have you volunteered by chapercning: ‘
1 a field trip Yes | No
5——— ! ] T |
| helping In the classrocm | Yes No
[ l working on a school committee Yes ‘ No |
|[ helping with a schocl project | Yes | No
< preparing refreshments for scheol events or similar activities? Yes No |

Questionnaire to Educators 240



2 How familiar are you with school information?

I 2.1 | Have you attended at least one pregramme this year: ﬁ.
(A an awards assembly Yes | No j
| | 2Py | Yes | No |
. | an athletic or sports event Yes . No
fT{ | Do you regularly read the school newsletler or learner newspaper? | Yes ' No |
2.3 | Are you familiar with the extra services provided at the school? | Yes | No |
_Edﬁ Are you aware of current trends in education? 1 Tes \ No
2.5 | Do you know what Qutcomes Based education is? | Yes No
26 -Are you familiar with the grading scale used on your child's progress report? | Yes N? _

3 How well do you support your child’s learning?

Read each of the following statements and then rate them as follows:

= 1 = Seldom 2 = Sometimes j 3 = Often \ 4 = Most of the time |
| S

3.4 |1 support and reinforce the school's discipline plan so that ali learners 1 2 3 | 4
| | can benefit from a good learning environment. | \ | I

' 32 | linitiate contact with our child's educator or school administrator rather 1] 2 } 3 4
| than to wait until my child is experiencing problems.

a3 [ | support our child's learning by providing nutritious meals and adequate 1 Z | 3 4
| time for sleep. ' : ‘ | \
34 l | am a model of good sportsmanship when attending school and 1 ' 2 | 3 4 ;
f community events ‘ l ' t
- ‘ b — e —
3.5 | linsist that my child exhibit good sportsmanship. 1 2 3 4
' 36 | |encourage my child to participate in volunteer projects which serve the 1 2 2 4 |
community. .
| RS (S | B
3.7 | | take time to work with my child in volunteer projects. ¥ |2 | 3 | 4
= w
! 38 | | stress the importance of nonouring a commitment to my child. ! 1 l 2 | 3 4
39 [ | have identified a regular time an place in the home for my child to do ¥ |2 4 B 4‘!
| homework. i
3.10 | | monitor my child’s homework. 1J 2 3 4
| 3.11 | | participate In a read-at-nome programme 2 3 \ 4 !
I 1
| 312 | Iinsist that my child display good work habits, i.e. | hold my child 1 s 3 [ 4

responsible for completing all assignments on time and to the best of L
hisither ability . ] |
| : | .
’ 3.13 | 1 am knowledgeable about what information and skills my child should ,

master at his/her grade level in his/her major subject areas.

. - ———_r_‘ - _—
3.14 | | ensure that my child attend school regularly and is only absent/tardy |1 2 | B 4
' when necessary. ! {
w— 1 i _ _ . L D
2.15 { | discuss the importance of a good education with my child. 1 2 | 3 4
- 1 -—_Ii —
| 3.16 f | work with the educators to ensure that my child has a positive learning 1 2 3 4
Iexperience

317 | i am aware of my child's academic strengths and weaknesses.
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SECTION: C

Read each of the following statements and then rate them as follows:

1 = Strongly disagree 2 = Disagree ] 3 = Agree | 4= Strongly agree
1 The school and | determine school policy jointly | 1 | 2 J 3 4
: . = e =

. 2 | receive feedback on my inputs ¥ | 2 T 3 | 4 |
l 3 | feel that schools are too prescriptive 1 & 2 2 4 ’
‘ 4 | view schools as a place for children 1 2 314 |
[ & | am concerned with my personal obligations and the education of my /O (- l 3 4 1
| | child -
| 6 | lleave the education in the hands of qualified educators [ 1 \ 2 | 3 l-4

7 | | am sensttive to information | receive from school A - 3| 4

8 f | want to discuss my child's problems with the school i1 ] 2 | 8 4

| % b i_ e S
8 l | feel that my critical statements about the school may promote my [ 2 i

child's performance

10 [ | am adequately qualified to make valid contributions to the education of

| my child i [ . |
1" ) A negative scheol climate encourages parent involvement ] 2 3 .
eeerri) ] .
r 12 | am a component of the education system J 1 '[ 2 3 | ’
. : . el
| 13 | Educators have been trained in parent involvement ‘ 11213 }
| 14 | 1 accept the responsibility of my child’s education 1] 2 1D
15 | lwant to intrude in educational matters | 1 | 2, 3 4
16 | Messages sent tc me by the school are being disterted 4 T & | 2 4
17 | | regard school as an autonomous Institution 1 2 3 4 |
g —_— _D‘—I —
| 18 | | am aware of the ever-changing nature of education 1 2 3 | 4
7 . . g S R
| 18 | I want to be invited to school activities 1 2 [ 3 4 |
] 20 | My programmes usually clash with school programmes l 1 2 | 3| 4 )
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PO Box 3110
GLENHARVIE
18 Qoctober 2001

The Principal

Dear sirfmadam

I am conducting a research study for M, Ed. degree al the Potchefstroom University
for Christian Higher Education entitled:

Parent involvement in the education of their children in the North West
Province in the Poitchefstroom district

YWritten permission has been ootained from North West Province Department of
Education to conduct this research (enclosed letler), and therefore | request your
permission to have the questionnaires completed only by 13 teachers and 52
parents of selected learners of vour school whom | will select randomly from your
school list.

Your school has been chosen on a random sampling basis.

| will coliect the completed guestionnaires 3 days afler distributing them among your
staff members and parents of selected fearners of your school.

Compieted guestionnalires are to pe placed in a provided sealed container at your
office.

The research is conductad under strict confidentiality and the name of your school,
names of teachers and names of parents involved in the research will not appear
anywhere

Your help will be greatiy appreciated. | will contact you with results that may inferest
YOU.

Y&Grﬁ/;@é&ﬁiy
WD
JM Nojaia (Resesarcher)



P.0.Box 3110
GLENHARVIE
18 October 2001

Dear teacher

You have been randomly selected to complete the accompanying questionnaire of
which the aim is to determine the nature and degree of parent involvement in the

education of their children as part of my study at the Potchefstroom University for
Christian Higher Education.

The results of the study will help in the promotion of parent involvement in the
education of their children.

Your name and the name of your school will not appear anywhere on the
questionnaire and the results will be treated with the strictest confidentiality

| will appreciate it if you will complete the questionnaire and return to your principal
within 3 days.

Thank you for your co-operation and willingness to assist.

Yours sincerely

s e

JM Nojaja (Researcher)



P.O.Box 3110
GLENHARVIE
18 October 2001

Dear parent

You have been randomly selected to complete the accompanying questionnaire of
which the aim is to determine the nature and degree cf your involvement in the
education of your child as part of my study at the Potchefstroom University for
Christian Higher Education.

The results of the study will help in the promotion of your involvement in the
education of your child.

Your name and the name of your child will not appear anywhere on the
questionnaire and the results will be treated with the strictest confidentiality

| will appreciate it if you will complete the questionnaire and give it to your child who
will give to the principal of the school within 3 days.

Thank you for your co-operation and willingness to assist.

Yours sincerely

JM Nojaja (Researcher)





