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DEDICATION 

 

To those true Afrikaners who were never members of the National Party and the Broederbond and who 

have never underwritten the ideologies of and participated in these groups' thinking and doings, especially 

between 1948 and 1994. 

 

Your genuine human, personal, economic, social and political efforts and manifold sufferings, humiliation 

and fighting over many years against super- nationalistic Afrikanerism and its in-depth discrimination, were 

at the end worthwhile and well-compensated by the spectacular collapsed of the National Party and its 

Grand Apartheid. 

 

However long the night, the dawn will break (African Proverb). 
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AUTHOR'S NOTE 
 

THIS book is the outcome of a series of seven academic papers published in the South African accredited 

journal Ensovoort from September to November 2017. Much has been published worldwide on apartheid 

and the negative role of the Afrikaner-tribe in the engineering and execution of this policy in South Africa 

over many years. Afrikaners have been labelled internationally as extreme White racists and supremacists, 

even by the countries from where their ancestors heralded. In South Africa they are experiencing more and 

more hostility from the current Black government in reaction to the apartheid past. The impact of liberation 

movements and the demands of current human rights activists and propagandists for redress of the political, 

social and economic discrimination and exploitation of the past leave Afrikaners in a position where they 

are still the culprits, always available to accuse and to blame. South African politics has become a very one-

side environment in which the Afrikaners, presently isolated and uprooted, have very little opportunity to 

object to or to reflect on their history as a tribe and on apartheid itself. For one thing, the Black-on-Black 

genocides in South Africa two centuries ago remain hidden, not only from the international eye, but also 

from South Africans. It has become a history delayed, a history denied. 

 

In current public discourse, the negative determinants and role players that caused, steered and strengthened 

the sentiments and resulting policy of racial discrimination are ignored when anti-apartheid extremists 

condemn Afrikaners. Their focus has become a sweeping anti-Afrikaner sentiment, entrenched worldwide 

in the general public and global opinion makers. 

 

Thus far the topics of "Afrikaner" and "apartheid" have seldom been objectively examined in South Africa 

itself due to the unwritten rules of political correctness that have been dictating South African public 

discourse since the White-to- Black regime transition in 1994. After the collapse of White rule in 1994, 

certain dogmatic views on Afrikaners and apartheid were formulated and propagated in a completely one-

sided manner. Opposition to and critics of the current political thinking and doing are not tolerated very 

well by the post-1994 South African regime. 

 

The word apartheid has become an international understood term to identify and describe racism as a crime 

against humanity, while the Afrikaners specifically have in this context been identified as the exclusive 

international culprits guilty of this misbehaviour. Activists and propagandists ignore the facts that prove 

early Europeans to be the true creators and champions of apartheid, racism, human rights abuse and 

genocide worldwide. Is today's hostility and ill treatment of thousands upon thousands of Islamic refugees 

and migrants from the war-torn Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria by the various European peoples not a cruel 

reawakening of the truth of this historical fact? 

 

The aim of the book is not to justify or deny Afrikaner involvement in apartheid and all its wrongs. Most 

Afrikaners undoubtedly took part in racial discrimination and benefited shamelessly from the political and 

socio- economical system over a long period of time. Ugo Betti (1953) makes a comment about the often-

unpunished serious wrongdoings within families, and this remark is applicable to the Afrikaner tribe as 

well: "I think the family is the place where the most ridiculous and least respectable things in the world go 

on". "Ridiculous" and "least respectable" are not harsh enough words to describe the wrongs of apartheid, 

and the Afrikaner tribe cannot escape their part in it. 

 

However, most Afrikaners accept their guilt for apartheid and do not try to avoid their responsibility. The 

primary aim of the book is to go deeper in an effort to bring to the foreground the various determinants and 
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role players that influenced the creation, establishment and drive behind apartheid. These influences were 

present from 1652 with the Cape Settlement and they are still present in 2017. They include the Afrikaners' 

origins; historical experiences; the internalization of racial, cultural and social values; and the agents who 

drove practices of racial discrimination. As such, the book aims to put the general ethnic, racial, social and 

psychological intentions and inclinations of the South African peoples in perspective. The current and future 

dilemmas in relation to the continued existence of the Afrikaners, either as individuals or as a tribe, are also 

in-depth addressed. 

 

One central question stands out at this stage: Is the Afrikaner not a latecomer to the global White 

community's practice of apartheid, White supremacy and the political abuse of Blacks? Do Afrikaners 

deserve to be the scapegoats on which to blame all modern racism? Is it not time that the citizens of the 

world learn more about the Afrikaners? 

 

When you meet a man, you judge him by his clothes; when you leave, you judge him by his heart (Russian 

Proverb). Could this also be the case if the world meets and gets to know the Afrikaner better? Hopefully 

this book will introduce the true Afrikaner to the objective reader, freed from his many masks and many 

labels. 

 

The book consists of seven chapters that address the following topics: 1) Who is the Afrikaner?; 2) The 

historical determinants and role players in the establishment and maintenance of racial discrimination in 

the mindsets of Afrikaners; 3) Present and past determinants and role players in the establishment and 

continuation of perceptions of injustices in the minds of Afrikaners; 4) The Afrikaners' failure to 

understand, accept and internalize the indigenous realities of South Africa; 5) The vicious cycle of revenge 

and counter-revenge around apartheid; 6) The preparedness of Afrikaners to deal with the realities and 

challenges of the new South Africa; 7) 2020 is the time for thinking, planning, and action. The overarching 

goal of the study is to determine the position of the Afrikaner in the year 2120. The Afrikaners' possible 

dissolution as a “volk” in a century's time is central to the research. 

 

When writing this book, I took the inimically experience of the young American Zionist Peter Beinart, the 

author of The Crisis of Zionism (Picador © 2013), which was critical of the older generation of authoritarian 

Jewish Israelis, to heart, when he writes (p. 197): 

 

'Are you Peter Beinart?' called out the woman who spotted me on the street. She was in her sixties 

or seventies, thin, with an Israeli accent. 'Yes,' I replied, and walked over to shake her hand. She 

paused, before reluctantly extending hers, the declared, 'I'm very angry at you. You don't understand 

all the harm you do.' 

 

l'm very angry at you. Do people speak that way to writers they disagree with about tax cuts? The 

hostility was personal, intimate. It's something I experienced again and again after the initial 

publication of this book. People told me they felt sorry for my mother that she raised such an anti- 

Israel son. Several warned that my children, realizing my true nature, would one day turn against 

me. On indignant e-mailer suggested that she begin a correspondence with my wife. On Twitter, a 

woman said she would never make me chicken soup. 

 

After the publishing of this book I hope the Afrikaner tannies will still make me some afval and biltong. 
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I trust that the book will be of interest and of use to those persons who are involved in constructive 

community sociology, behavioural psychology and African tribal politics, and those who are focused on 

the history and behaviours of the Afrikaners of South Africa. It also offers some insight into the dogmas of 

the nationalist Afrikaners with their apartheid-doctrine of racial discrimination, opposed over many years 

by a segment of liberal Afrikaners, freed from racial contamination. It also offers the opportunity for self-

introspection by Afrikaners, especially the older generation. 

 

Note: Although there is routinely made use of masculine pronouns for ease of reading in the book this in 

no way implies a sexist attitude. The same is applicable on the use of certain names identifying specific 

ethnic/cultural/racial groups from the South African history. This use is necessary in this research to can 

focus specific on the country's complex social, ethnical and political problems and the development of 

apartheid around class, ethnic and racial differentiation. In the South Africa's post-1994 policy of political 

correctness these names are seen as words of degradation and is been sensitively avoided in public speaking 

and writing. 

 

Gabriel Louw, Author, Potchefstroom, September 2020. 
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 HISTORY/ POLITICAL SCIENCE 

 For the Nationalist-Afrikaners, especially those living in the time of 1948 to the late 

1980s, was South Africa  not a bad place to live in; an oyster also occupied with an 

Apartheid-privileged lifestyle that they undoubtedly also believed was “normal and 

permanent and that can only be improved with time”. Then the Political Dispensation 

of 1994 arrived overnight: clearly unexpected, unasked, unwelcomed and unthinkable, 

and most of all, also unavoidable for most Afrikaners in their future existence in 

South Africa and the African continent. This socio-economical, political and 

humanity correction of the economical, psychological, political and social wrongs 

created by the Nationalist-Afrikaners, exclusive racial discrimination against non-

Whites, brought tremendous aberrant and unforeseen negative changes to their 

exclusive good lifestyles, psychological functioning, religious, social-economical and 

political powers, individual and human rights, even citizen-privileges. It terminated 

also with one stroke of the pen the Nationalist-Afrikaner’s self-belief, conditioned 

since 1652 into his ancestors’ mind sets and also with time into his, of the Afrikaners 

“inherited ability” as Europeans to rule forever the Indigenous Peoples of South 

Africa. 

    This favourable socio-economical political set-up, as said, was statutory erased in 

1994 and the political tide turned on the Afrikaner. As the fortune of Ferguson’s 

(2007) White man of 1901 had sometimes changed dramatically negatively in 50 

years, so had the Afrikaner’s fortune also changed dramatically but just in 23 years. 

He is undoable part now of the birth-pains of a revolution of political, economical, 

social and personal modernization of the New RSA, something he has started himself 

in the 1970s without realizing the consequences for himself. The future life of the 

Afrikaner seems to be a totally different one from the one that he and his ancestors 

had so far lived or had planned. When 1994 arrived, the Afrikaner was not only alone 

and isolated from his co-South Africans, but there was also no one left in South 

Africa or the world to help him in his lot. 
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