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APPENDIX 1: SEMI-STRUCTURED QUESTIONNAIRE 

SEMI-STRUCTURED QUESTIONNAIRE FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: THE 
THUSANANG PROJECT 

Dear participant 

Thank you for assisting me in this questionnaire. This questionnaire consists of questions 
that would assemble information about the Thusanang project and the female farm dwellers 
which take part in this community development project. If you freely agree to take part in this 
semi-structured questionnaire please follow my guidance in asking you the following 
questions. Please also note that you are not forced to take part in this session and can stop 
this session any time you wish. 

SECTION A: Socio-demographic information 

1. Date of birth: ___ (year)/ __ (month)/ ____ (day) 
Initials: ___ _ 
Last two letters of your surname: ___ _ 

2. Do you belong to any civic-community and/or religious groups? 

Self-hel 1 
s clubs 2 

Volunta 3 
Active I 4 
None 5 

3. What is your Marital status? 

Single and never married 1 
Married 2 
Divorced 3 
Widowed 4 
Not married but have a partner 5 

4. Do you have any dependants? (In this instance as a group of people who live in the 
same household, "eat from the same pot" and share a minimum of 3 meals per week) 

None 1 
One 2 
Two 3 
Three 4 
Four and above 5 
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5.1. How many children do you have? 

None 
One 
Two 
Three 
Four and above 

5.2. What is your children's year of birth? 

First child 
Second child 
Third child 
Fourth child 
Fifth child 

6. What is your highest level of education? 

None 
Preschool 
Grade 1 
Grade 2 
Grade 3 (Std 1) 
Grade 4 (Std 2) 
Grade 5 (Std 3) 
Grade 6 (Std 4) 

7. What is your home/first language? 

Setswana 
isiXhosa 
Sepedi 
isiZulu 
Sesotho 
Tshivenda 
isiNdebele 
lsiTsonga 
isiSwati 
English 
Afrikaans 

8. Employment status 

8.1 . Are you currently employed? 
If yes: continue to 8.2 
If no: continue to 8.3 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

1 Grade 7 (Std 5) 9 
2 Grade 8 (Std 6) 10 
3 Grade 9 (Std 7) 11 
4 Grade 1 O (Std 8) 12 
5 Grade 11 (Std 9) 13 
6 Grade 12 (Std 10) 14 
7 Certificate/Dioloma/Degree 15 
8 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
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8.2. Which of the following describes your current employment status the best: 

Yes No 
a Permanent employed 
b Employed for a project 
c Emoloved by the hour 
d In trainina other than this project 
e Emoloved for 1 or 2 davs a week 

8.3. Since leaving school, have you ever been employed and received a salary? 

8.4. Do you receive any additional income? 

Yes No 
a I regularly receive money from a family member 
b I regularly receive money from my partner 
c I reaularly receive money from friends 
d I reaularlv receive money from a Social Grant 
e I do not receive money on a regular basis from above mentioned sources 
f I occasionally receive money from family members/partner/friends 
a I do not receive any additional income whatsoever 

8.5. What is your total monthly income more or less keeping above mentioned question in 
mind? 

RSO- R150 1 
R150-R250 2 
R250-R350 3 
R350-R500 4 
R500-R800 5 
R800-R1000 6 
More than R 1000 7 

9. Household 

9.1. Do you have access to: 

Yes No 
a Running tap water inside your home 
b Running tap water outside your home 
c Flush toilet inside home 
d Flush toilet outside home 
e Lona plummet 
f Electricity 
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9.2. Indicate which of the following items are in your home? 

Yes No 
a Bed with mattress 
b Couch 
c Chair(s) 
d Table 

10. Food preparation 

10.1. Which of the following sources of energy do you use to prepare food? 

I~ I Gas Paraffin 
Electricity 

10.2. Which of the following appliances/methods do you use to prepare food in your home 
(indicate all): 

Yes No 
a Gas cylinder-cooker 
b Primus 
c Frvinq pan 
d Hot plate (one/two plate) 
e Gas stove 
f Electrical three or four plate oven/stove 
a Micro wave oven 
h Mini orill oven 
i Toaster 
j Electrical kettle 
k Fire 

10.3. Do you use any of the following appliances in your home? 

Yes No 
a Fridae I Freezer combination 
b Freezer 
c T.V. 
d Radio 
e Geyser 
f Vacuum cleaner 
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SECTION B: Questions regarding the project 

1. Why do you take part in this project? 

2. Why do you want to take part in this project? 

3. If you don't want to take part in this project, why don't you want to? 

4. How frequently do you take part in this project? 

More than once a week 1 
Once a week 2 
Once a month 3 
Less than once a month 4 

Please motivate why you chose this option: 

5. How frequently do you want to take part in this project? 

More than once a week 1 
Once a week 2 
Once a month 3 
Less than once a month 4 

Please motivate why you chose this option: 
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6. Are there any aspects which prevent you from taking part in this project? 

7. Why do you think the other women do not attend the project? 

8. Why do you think the other women who attend the project once a month or less do not 
attend the project more frequently i.e. more than once a week? 

9. In which area do you stay? 

10. If there is no food at the project, how frequently would you come? 

More than once a week 1 
Once a week 2 
Once a month 3 
Less than once a month 4 

11 .1. What do you enjoy most at the project? 

11.2. Why do you enjoy this the most? 

12. For how many days in a week do you think the project must prolong? 
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13. If there is anything that you do not understand in content of what is expected from you at 
the project, please describe why you do not understand it. 

14. What do you buy first with your money that you receive? 

15. Please tell me on a scale of 1 - 3 to what extent the following aspects influence you to 
take part in this project with 1 being as to some extent and 3 as to a very large extent. 

Ill 
2' 

.!!! 
Ill 

~ Ill 

!1 !i ~i 
a I receive food at the proiect 1 2 3 
b I learn something 1 2 3 
c I contribute to develop a product 1 2 3 
d I like the interaction with the other people attending the project 1 2 3 
e I like to know that I am doing something with mv life 1 2 3 

3: 
0 
c 
~ --c 
0 

"C 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

16. Please tell me on a scale of 1 - 3 to what extent the following aspects you associate 
with as a barrier for taking part in this project with 1 being as to some extent and 3 as to 
a very large extent. 

Ill 3: 
Ill 

2' 0 
.!!! c 

Ill Cl ~ 

Ei .mi Fi ~ 
~i ~ 1 0 

"C 

a It is difficult understanding what is expected from me 1 2 3 4 
b I do not feel safe at the project 1 2 3 4 
c I do not like to be busy during the day 1 2 3 4 
d I would rather stav at home when it rains 1 2 3 4 
e I would rather do nothing than to work durinq the day 1 2 3 4 

17. Indicate which of the following ways do you use to get to the project? 

I~ I I Walk Taxi 

~i~cle 
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18. How long does it take you to get to the project location? 

O - 15 minutes 1 
15 - 30 minutes 2 
30 - 45 minutes 3 
45 - 60 minutes 4 
More than an 60 minutes 5 

19. Please tell me on a scale of 1-3 how strongly you agree or disagree with the following 
statements, with 1 meaning that you do not agree and 3 strongly agree. 

Q) 

!!! 
Cl 
nl 

"c: 
Q) 

!!! 
~ Ji' 

a It costs me money to get to the oroject location 1 2 
b It takes me too long to get to the project location 1 2 
c My friends influence me not to come to the project 1 2 
d I soend most of my money to buy food 1 2 
e I only come when my friends come 1 2 
f I feel that there is a person in the community that prevent me from 1 2 

attending the project 
Q I spend money on alcohol 1 2 
h I save my money 1 2 

>. 

°' Q) e ~ 
Ui ~ 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

3 
3 

20. Please tell me on a scale from 1 to 3 which of the following aspects are very important 
to you with 1 being not important and 3 very important. 

c 3 

t 'E 0 
c c: nl -" 

.E .@ t::: ~ 
"' 8. ~8 0 
8l E ~ E 'C 

a The skill/knowledge that I learn 1 2 3 4 
b To receive money 1 2 3 4 
c To take care of my health 1 2 3 4 
d To attend the project 1 2 3 4 
e To make friends 1 2 3 4 
f To make new things with my hands 1 2 3 4 
g To stay busy during the day 1 2 3 4 
h To learn something new everyday 1 2 3 4 
i To spend money on clothes 1 2 3 4 
j To spend money on household goods 1 2 3 4 
k To be educated 1 2 3 4 
I To give my child education 1 2 3 4 
m To understand what is expected of me at the project 1 2 3 4 
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