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ABSTRACT

Critical analysis of sustainable community planning and development principles as

applied within the Tlokwe Municipality

Due to the current high levels of urbanisation and the lingering effects of Apartheid, South
African municipalities have experienced difficulties in planning for sustainability and more
specifically sustainable community development. Sustainable community development is
needed in order to achieve more integrated and sustainable towns and cities with an
improved urban environment and a higher quality of life. Due to this sustainable community
development is of particular relevance to South Africa. Although policies and legislation
exist at international, national and local level, there is a lack of suitable planning instruments

to guide sustainable community development.

Tlokwe Local Municipality is researched as study area to test and develop planning
instruments for sustainable community development. An assessment matrix of sustainability
indicators is linked to Multi-criteria analysis (MCA) and applied to identify the themes and
sub-themes applicable to sustainability in which intervention is required to improve the
sustainability rating of the municipality. A Goal Assessment Matrix (GAM) approach is used
to score and prioritise municipal projects, plans and strategies according to sustainable
community development fundamentals. The top scoring projects are indicative of the
achievement of sustainable community development goals and objectives. The result of the
sustainability assessment is that the Tlokwe Local Municipality is considered to be relatively
sustainable, performing overall better than the three spheres of government against which it
was measured. Subsequent to the GAM assessment a lack of alignment between the
sectoral plans was identified as well as the duplication of projects. The projects, plans and
strategies of the municipality are found to not have been formulated with sustainable

community development framework as a guiding goal.

It is recommended that municipalities use the assessment matrix methods to determine its
level of sustainability when developing respective sectoral plans (SDFs, ITPs, EMFs and
IDPs). Areas in which there is a lack of sustainability are highlighted and can consequently
be addressed through intervention strategies. Prioritising municipal projects, plans and
strategies through the use of GAM identifies crucial projects that need special attention to

ensure their successful implementation as this will largely aid sustainable community
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development. Both the assessment matrix method and the GAM approach are valuable

planning instruments with which to achieve sustainable community development.
KEYWORDS:

Sustainability, Sustainable development, Sustainable community development, Multi-criteria

analysis, Goal achievement matrix.
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OPSOMMING

Kritiese analise van volhoubare gemeenskapsbeplanning and -ontwikkelings

beginsels soos toegepas binne die Tlokwe Munisipaliteit.

Weens die huidige hoé vlakke van verstedeliking en die oorblywende effekte van Apartheid
ondervind Suid-Afrikaanse munisipaliteite dit moeilik om te beplan vir volhoubaarheid en
volhoubare gemeenskapsontwikkeling. Volhoubare gemeenskapsontwikkeling is van uiterse
belang ten einde meer geintegreerde en volhoubare dorpe en stede met ‘n beter stedelike
omgewing en hoér kwaliteit van lewe te verseker. Volhoubare gemeenskapsontwikkeling is
daarom van spesifieke belang vir Suid-Afrika. Al bestaan daar beleide en wetgewing op

internasionale-, nasionale- en plaaslike vlak, is daar ‘n tekort aan toepaslike

beplanningsinstrumente om volhoubare gemeenskapsontwikkeling te rig.

Tlokwe plaaslike munisipaliteit is gebruik as studie-area om beplanningsinstrumente vir
volhoubare gemeenskapsontwikkeling te toets en te ontwikkel. ‘n Asseseringsmatriks van
volhoubaarheidsindikatore is met multi-kriteria analises gekoppel. Dit word gebruik om die
temas en sub-temas van volhoubaarheid te identifiseer waarin intervensie nodig is om die
munisipaliteit se volhoubaarheidsviak te verbeter. ‘n Doelwit bereikings matriks benadering
is gebruik om die munisipaliteit se projekte, planne en strategieé te beoordeel en te
prioritiseer volgens volhoubare gemeenskapsontwikkelings prinsiepe. Die projekte met die
hoogste puntetoekenning word gesien as noodsaaklik vir die bereiking van volhoubare
gemeenskapsontwikkeling. Die resultaat van die volhoubaarheidsassesering is dat die
Tlokwe plaaslike munisipaliteit gesien kan word as redelik volhoubaar aangesien dit beter
gevaar het as die drie sfere van die regering waarteen dit gemeet is. Na die toepassing van
die doelwit bereikings matriks is ‘n tekort aan oriéntasie tussen die sektorale planne so wel
as ‘n duplisering van projekte geidentifiseer. Daar is bevind dat die projekte, planne en
strategieé van die munisipaliteit sonder ‘n volhoubare gemeenskapsontwikkelingsraamwerk

as ‘n leidende maatstaf opgestel is.

Daar word aanbeveel dat munisipaliteite die asseseringsmatriks metode vir die bepaling van
volhoubaarheid gebruik wanneer hulle hul sektorale planne opstel. Areas waarin daar ‘n
tekort aan volhoubaarheid is word uitgewys en kan gevolglik deur ingrypende strategieé
aangespreek word. Die prioritisering van munisipale projekte, planne en strategieé deur die

gebruik van die doelwit bereikings matriks identifiseer kritieke projekte waaraan spesiale
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aandag gegee moet word om hul suksesvolle implementering te verseker. Dit sal grootliks
bydra tot die realisering van volhoubare gemeenskapsontwikkeling. Beide die asseserings
matriks metode en die doelwit bereikingsmatriks is waardevolle beplanningsinstrumente

waarmee volhoubare gemeenskapsontwikkeling behaal kan word.
SLEUTELWOORDE:

Volhoubaarheid, Volhoubareontwikkeling, Volhoubare gemeenskapsontwikkeling, Multi-
kriteria analise, Doelwit bereikingsmatriks
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