A theological evaluation of the government system in the
Reformed Church in Zimbabwe

E BALOYI

Orcid.org 0000-0001-9166-7625

Thesis accepted in fulfilment of the requirements for the degree
Doctor of Philosophy in Dogmatics at the North-West
University

Supervisor: Prof CFC Coetzee
Graduation: May 2020

Student number: 30040590



DECLARATION

I, EZEKIEL BALOYI, hereby solemnly declare that this research: “A theological evaluation of the
government system in the Reformed Church in Zimbabwe” is my own original work, and all the
sources consulted have been acknowledged by complete references, and that the research has
not previously, whether in its entirety or partially, been submitted by me or any other person for

the purposes of this degree at this, or any other University.

E. Baloyi

Signature Date: May 2020



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to the following people, without whom the
completion of my degree, Doctor of Philosophy in Dogmatics (Systematic Theology)
would be impossible:

1. First and foremost, | would like to thank my loving God for His untiring care and
protection during my studies. With God’s strength and guidance | undertook the
study.

2. To my supervisor, Prof Callie Coetzee, you who showed your fatherly love
because you were there to encourage and support me throughout this research

study.

3. The Reformed Church in Zimbabwe for allowing and giving me the opportunity to

undertake this study.

4. | wish to express my sincere thanks to the North-West University for their
financial support. Without them this study would not have been possible to

complete.
5. Special thanks to Mrs Elma van Wyk for linguistically editing my work

6. | wish to express my heartfelt thanks to Mrs Hester Lombard and the Department
of Theology library staff for their unwavering support throughout the research

period which is greatly appreciated.

7. 1 would like to thank Nashville Congregation for granting me study leave: | say

Thank you ever so much.

8. My sincere gratitude to my beloved wife, Mukainashe and our lovely daughter,
Patience. | am very thankful for their love, care, and understanding, as well as
their moral and spiritual support. Again, | say thank you for your patience during

the period of my study because | was away from home so frequently.



ABSTRACT

This research focuses on an evaluation of the relevance of church government in the RCZ in the
light of the doctrine of the church. Church government is one of the major components of the
doctrine of the church, that is to say, it is one of the sub-themes to be dealt with in the doctrine of
the church. This study presents some arguments to prove whether the church government of the
RCZ is theologically relevant to the doctrine of the church.

The study is being conducted by a minister of the RCZ and it will therefore be approached in the
perspective of the Presbyterian/Reformed tradition. The researcher reviewed a variety of articles
from existing literature within the theological libraries, Synod minutes and Rules and
Regulations of the RCZ. The researcher uses the following research methodologies:

1) An evaluation of the relevant literature of the RCZ;

2) A review of relevant literature of the doctrine of the church mainly in the Reformed

tradition;

3) Exegesis of biblical passages in the New Testament such as that of |1 Timothy 3:1-12 ,
and Titus 1:5-9;

4) And lastly, a theological evaluation is undertaken by means of a comparative analysis.

Key concepts in this study: Doctrine, Church, Theological, Relevance, Church Government,

Reformed Church in Zimbabwe.



OPSOMMING

Hierdie navorsing fokus op die evaluering van die toepaslikheid van kerkregering in die GKZ
(Gereformeerde Kerk in Zimbabwe) in die lig van die leer oor die kerk.Kerkregering is een van
die hoofkomponente van die leer oor die kerk, dit wil se,dit is een van die sub-temas wat
bespreek moet word in die leer Hierdie studie sal enkele argumente aanbied om te bewys dat
die kerkregering van die GKZ theologies relevant is ten opsigte van die leer oor die kerk.

Hierdie studie word gevoer deur ‘n predikant van die GKZ en dit sal dus benader word met die
perspektief van die Presbiteriaanse /Gereformeerde tradisie. Die navorser sal ‘n
verskeidenheid artikels uit bestaande literatuur van Teologiese biblioteke, Sinodale notules en
Reels en Regulasies van die GKZ bestudeer. Die navorser sal die volgende navorsings

metodologie aanwend:
1) Evaluering van toepaslike literatuur van die GKZ

2) ) Bestudering van relevante literatuur oor die leerstelling van die kerk veral in die

Gereformeerde tradisie

3) Eksegese van bybelse uittreksels in die Nuwe Testament soos bv. die van Timoteus 3:1-
12, en Titusl: 5-9;

4) Laastens, word ’'n teologiese evaluering onderneem dmv ‘n vergelykende ontleding.

Sleutelterme: Leer (Doktrine), Kerk, Teologies, Toepaslikheid/Relevansie, Kerkregering,

Gereformeerde Kerk in Zimbabwe.
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION
1. INTRODUCTION
1.1. Background to this study

Being a minister in the Reformed Church in Zimbabwe, hereafter referred to as RCZ: has an
input since the background of this study is founded on the experience which | have attained in
different congregations pastored during the past nineteen years. All the ministers in the RCZ who
have pursued post-graduate studies have done their research in different fields of theology other
than that of the Systematic Theology. My sense of responsibility arose from the fact that the
RCZ needed a well-researched document on the doctrine of the Church government for her to
make an impact in all that she is doing. This is the fact which enthused me to do a Master’s
degree in Theology at the Stellenbosch University. In my Master’s research?, | once again
realised that while the Church is governed by different offices, | should be focusing on the
judicial assessment of the Office of the deacon in the Reformed Church in Zimbabwe. This was
the first step inthe specialisation and completion of my Master’s degree, which increased my

research experience so that I could advance to a further qualification (Badenhorst 2008:18).

Furthermore, the RCZ uses the Apostles’ Creed® as part of its liturgy whereby it confesses that it
believes in the holy Catholic Church. This theological concept of the doctrine of church
government motivated me to rethink and analyse the fact that the RCZ as Church is it still
relevant to the ethos/philosophy of the doctrine of church government system in a theological

way.

1 RCZ is the acronym for Reformed Church in Zimbabwe.

2 My earlier study at my Master’s in Theology was a literature study on the Office of the Deacon in the
RCZ. It was an assessment of the Office of the deacon in the RCZ along Church Polity lines which
led me to further my research on the Doctrine of the Church government (Baloyi 2016). The research
was presented at the faculty of Theology at Stellenbosch University.

® The Apostle’s Creed is part of the Creed in the Rules and Regulations of the Reformed Church in
Zimbabwe (RCZ Bhuku yoMurairo 2010:1-2 which is hereafter referred to as RCZ Bhuku yoMurairo.
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As an RCZ pastor for the past nineteen years, | noticed that there is quite a lot of
misunderstanding regarding the doctrine of the church government because some of the
members referred to the church as “their” church instead of referring to Christ as the Head of the
church (Coertzen, 1998:11-12). On the other hand it became a serious concern for me as a pastor
in the RCZ to find out that, though the church is blessed with gifted scholars in the areas of
practical theology, missiology, ecclesiology, youth ministry, biblical studies, and community
development, yet the field of systematic theology as an academic and theological discipline, has
not been explored by any pastor or church member of the RCZ.

This chapter presents the aims, and objectives of the research, the relevant questions to be
answered, the problem statements and the methodology through which the research questions
were studied and investigated (Acodesin 2018:2).

1.2. Existing relevant literature on the status of the research

Badenhorst (2008:165) noted that when one is doing a literature review, one is in a position to
evaluate the sources through reading, taking notes and rewriting the answers to the problem

statement in the dissertation/thesis.

A preliminary study of literature on the doctrine of the church government system show that the
majority of scholars agree that the Church is the community of true believers. According to
Grudem (1994:853) Jesus Christ himself is the one who builds his church by calling his people
to Himself. He holds that the Church is acknowledged through its nature, marks and its purpose
in the world. Janssen (2006:123) maintains that the church is called into actuality by God,
established by the Word, and a creation of the Spirit. God uses the church for the proclamation of

salvation. The Church Order of Dort (1619)+ declares that in order to maintain good order in the

4 See annexure 1 which is the Church Order of Dort (1619). This Church Order of Dort (1619) and the
principles of the Bible are the guide of this study because Church Orders of all Reformed Churches
across the globe were formulated within the background of the two sources mentioned above. The
Church Order of Dort is accepted as the only and final authority in this study because its foundation
is based on the Bible and the confessions. This Church Order contains the principles for the
maintenance of the God given order and justice as well as proposed practical applications of all the
principles of church government (Vorster, 1999:14). The RCZ Bhuku yoMurairo and other Church
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Church of Christ, it is necessary to have in it offices, assemblies, supervision of doctrine,
sacraments and ceremonies, and Christian discipline. This Church Order is used in this study as
the primary source together with the Bible.

Karkkeinen (2002:128) in Chapter 11 of his book, “An Introduction to Ecclesiology” concludes
that the Church is the church of Jesus Christ, subject to his Lordship alone. Migliore (2004:41)
argues that the original witness of Scripture to God’s revelation in Jesus Christ is imparted to us
through the witness of the church. The church is the people of God. This literature review helped
in this ‘research to evaluate whether the teachings of the RCZ are still in line with the original
teachings of the doctrine of church government system. Schwarz (1995:184) notes that the
church is a group of believers which comes together to worship Jesus as the Lord and Saviour,
and it traces its beginnings back to the first Pentecost following Jesus’ death and resurrection.
According to Moltmann (1993:1) the church is referred to as the people of God and will give an
account of itself at all times to the God who has called it into being, gathered it and liberated it.

Harvey (1982:25) defines the church as an assembly summoned or called out, a select body
separated from other groups of people. The word ‘church’ is used in the New Testament to refer
to a specific, local assembly of Christians, organized for the maintenance of the worship, the
doctrines, the ordinances, under the discipline of the gospel, with Christ as the Head of the
Church (Harvey 1982:27). O’Donovan (1992:151) mentions that the church consists of people
who trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour, regardless of their race, ethnicity, nationality,
or position in life. Berkouwer (1976:15) and Coertzen (1998:15) acknowledge that the Church is
and must remain further down to the authority of Christ who is the Head of the Church. Volf
(1998:128) agrees with Berkouwer and Coertzen that the Church is the gathering of the people of
God which is based on the coming of the kingdom of God in his person. According to Harper
(1977:103) the Church is described as the people of God gathered together, i.e. all those that

have been baptised, living together in co-responsibility.

Orders of the Reformed Churches worldwide used the Church Order of Dort as the blueprint in the
formulation of their Church Orders.
3



Dreyer (2010:15) claims that the Church is governed by Jesus Christ, the only King. He governs
by his Word and Spirit. Therefore, Church governance is spiritual, with the explicit objective of
leading people to glorify God with their lives. Because of this the Church Order of the
Reformed Churches of South Africa here after referred as RCSA article 55 says; in order to
maintain the pure doctrine in the congregation and to defend against false doctrines and heresies,
the minister of the Word and elders turn to the means of instruction, refutation, warning and
exhortation during the exercise of their different offices, during the ministry of the Word, during
catechism instruction and during house visitation ( RCSA Church Order, 2017:40; ACTA,
2009:456). This article shows that the minister of the Word and the elders work together in
matters of church governance. Christ as the head of the Church uses the offices of the minister
of the Word and the elder to govern His church.

Coetzee (2019:5) declares that Jesus Christ is the only Head of the church. The church is the
gathering of all who truly believe in Christ. Therefore, the Church of Christ is one and the unity
is a unity in truth and faith, founded on the Word and confession. More so too, for the church
government is restricted to the office of the minister and the elder. In the RCZ the government
system of the church is not restricted to the office of the minister and the elder only because the
office of the deacon participates in the government of the church (RCZ Bhuku yoMurairo
2017:30).

1.3 Problem statement

The Christian church of today is facing challenges especially on the issue of church governance
and structural organisation; the RCZ is not spared in this dilemma. The challenge which is
needed now is for the Church to defend the doctrine of church government system with
Scriptures and the Church Order of Dort (1619) against the growing Charismatic movements and
ministries which are now rapidly increasing in every corner of the country. People want power

and leadership positions be it in the Church or secular world.

The systems in the church are now becoming polarised because of what is taking place in the
secular world whereby the political governing structure can influence church government
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system. The RCZ is not spared because it is living in the same environment. Doctrinal beliefs of
the church and government system must be protected against social forces. The church can only
be relevant if it knows how to respond to arguments posed by contemporary teachings on issues

concerning suitable system of church government.

There are two reformers who contributed largely to the growth of the reformed church
government and these were Bucer and Calvin (Du Plooy 1998:56). The two understood the need
and the necessity for the self-governing of the church and for differentiating between the affairs
of the state and those of the church (Du Plooy, 1998:56).

The RCZ has been at the forefront in applying various ways in the spreading of the Word of God
as afore-mentioned in the book authored by Van der Merwe®, “From Mission Field to
Autonomous Church in Zimbabwe”. In his book he describes the various ways that such schools,
hospitals, and special schools were built by missionaries as a way of spreading the Word of God
in the country. In this research I will analyse the RCZ to see whether the church government
structures of it are still operating and existing as a true church and in a theological way. If the
Church pay no attention to the spiritual and physical needs of the people, then there is no
difference between what church/faith based organisations do and what secular agencies do
(Yoms 2015:5).The Church-concept is seen as one of the main themes of the biblical doctrines
whereby God reveals His redemptive work through the preaching of the Word by the Church
(Enns 2008:377).

Du Plooy (1998:57) notes that Calvin was a disciple of Bucer and he tailed him in many ways.
Calvin was of the opinion that the local church is the primary place where the authority of the
church is bequeathed in Christ but He uses the church as his instrument. It became clear that

Calvin’s vision of the church toe the line to that of the New Testament.

Du Plooy (1998:58) noted the following about Calvin:

s Van der Merwe was a missionary from South Africa at the Cape Synod who laboured in the RCZ as a
Congregation minister and, lecturer among other things. He is the author of the book “From Mission
Field to Autonomous Church in Zimbabwe. The book is rich with the Church History of the RCZ. His
contribution has been well -received in the RCZ, even up to today.
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The doctrine of the church is not meant to satisfy curiosity, but to be taught in the grace
of God so that we may grow in piety and devoutness.

Christ Himself is the One who builds up his church, and the offices in the church are
principal nerves by means of which God binds the body of Christ together. The point of
departure leads to the view of the church as an institution, and to the instauration and
building of the church.

It is the task of every believer to support in building up the church, since the gifts which
we have been blessed with, are not there to use for our own benefit but for the benefit of
the congregation (Heb. 5:12 and 1 Cor. 14:26).

The very essence of the building up of the church is to mature in grace and is based on
faith and repentance.

The doctrine and church government cannot be separated since the discipleship of Christ
is the result of the preaching of the doctrine. The church order is meant to be instrumental
in this. It must serve as a channel or passage for the true doctrine which is the soul of the

church.

Consequently, the church order must be composed on the basis of, and in the closest

relation with the Word of God, in order to serve towards the building up of the church.

The preaching of the Word of God, the administration of the sacraments and the exercise of

church discipline, all function as basic elements of church order, says Du Plooy, (1998:59).

Here there is no reference of the office of the deacon because the preaching of the Word and
administration of the sacraments is the duty of the minister whilst the exercise of church

discipline is the duty of the elder.

In her book, “The essential guide to doing your Research Project”, O’Leary (2014:45) proclaims
that developing a well-articulated research question is crucial because it defines the project, sets

boundaries, gives direction, and acts as frame of reference for assessing one’s work. On the same
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note it is of great importance for the researcher to come up with a central research question to

guide him /her to answer and focus upon the problem statement of his/her research.

The aim of the researcher is to present a systematic study so that readers can realize the
relevance or irrelevance of the system of church government of the RCZ in comparison with the
teachings of the Bible and other Reformed Churches worldwide.

1.4 Central Research Question

The central question of this research seeks to find an answer to the following:

Are the teachings of RCZ’s system of church government relevant to those of the Bible
and other Reformed Churches globally?

This research shall be conducted in an analytical way with these questions in mind:

v' What is the historical development of the RCZ’s doctrine of church government
system?

v What is the historical development of the doctrine of church government since the
formulation of the Church Order of Dort (1618-1619)?

v" What does the Bible teach/say about the teachings of church government?
v' What is the relevance of the RCZ’s church government System in comparison to

the teachings of the Bible and to those of the Reformed teachings?
1.5. Research aim and objectives
1.5.1 Research aim

The aim of this research is to come up with a comprehensive document as to whether the RCZ’s
type of church governance system is relevant to the doctrine of church government as it is

presented in the Bible and other Reformed teachings on church government. It will provide the

6 Cf. Annexure 1.



Church and other readers with the current belief on church government as it is portrayed in the
Bible; more so too, if all the questions are answered correctly, then the document will present a
comprehensive analysis of the relevance of the RCZ’s church government system in its

contemporary context and the church at large.
1.5.2 Research objectives

This research evaluates the doctrine of church government within the perspective of the RCZ in
a theological understanding. The research pursued the following objectives:

» To discuss the history of the RCZ’s church government system concisely since its
establishment in 1891.

» To discuss the doctrine of church government since the Synod of Dort 1618 which
authored the Church Order of Dort (1619).

» To have a look at various Biblical verses about the principles of church government.

» To identify the relevance of the RCZ’s church government system to the original

Reformed teachings as portrayed in the Bible.
1.6 Central theoretical argument

Although the church government system of the RCZ is mainly in accordance with the Reformed
tradition, it also deviates in some important aspects from Biblical and Reformed principles of

church government.
1.7 Research methodology

This research is done within the paradigm of Reformed/Presbyterian theology and falls within
the department of Dogmatics or systematic theology. By its nature it is good if Dogmatics is
discussed under the heading of conceptual/theoretical research, focusing on the context of the

discourses analysed within the framework of real- life experiences in a natural setting (Mouton
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2001:70). A literature study is the only way to provide a comprehensive understanding of the
doctrine of the church government and has helped the researcher to understand and analyse
existing literature related to the research area (Yoms 2015:11). Church documents of the RCZ,
such as Synod Minutes and Doctrinal and Research Committee minutes, Church magazines and
church orders (RCZ Bhuku yoMurairo) have been consulted.

The researcher responded to all the questions by following the methodological approaches listed

below:
1.7.1 Literature review of the RCZ

The researcher studied all the relevant sources about the RCZ, namely the literature review,
Synod minutes, Acts, Rules and Regulations (RCZ Bhuku yoMurairo), and Church magazines/
journals. An appraisal of existing literature on the principal question of the study was carried out
to set the step of the research. The Murray Theological College, North West Library, thesis and
dissertations and journals, Acts, Synod minutes and Church Orders were consulted to provide
relevant information to respond to the research questions. However, there was some limitations
because some of the valuable sources are in Afrikaans which makes it difficult because the

researcher is not well versed in that language.
1.7.2 Doctrine of church government

A review of the existing literature about the doctrine of the church with the main emphasis on
church government system, was discussed. The church is referred to as the people of God (Kung,
1960:107). In this chapter the assemblies of the church, also referred to as church government
system, are explained/ investigated in detail (Kung 1960:363). Du Plooy (1998:59) maintains
that in the doctrine of church government Christ is the one who forms up his Church and the
offices in the church are the systems by means of which God binds the church together. The
utmost authority of the church is Jesus Christ; therefore the church should recognize that
authority because the Church is administered by its King, Jesus Christ, through His Word and

Spirit (Dreyer, 2005:893). Christ uses the offices as instruments to govern His church.
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1.7.2.1 Biblical Exegesis

Biblical exegesis is another line of attack to be applied in the approach of this research. As far as
exegesis is concerned, the Grammatical-historical method was applied: the researcher studied
some Bible verses in a Reformed hermeneutical manner. Passages such as Acts 15; 20:28-35, 1
Timothy 5:17, Ephesians 4:11-12, Acts 6 and 1Timothy 3:1-13 and Titus 1:5-9 were considered
for this study. The reviews of relevant literature were studied as a way of expounding the subject
matter further. The Bible shows it clearly that the office of the minister of the Word and the elder
are the only offices who have been commanded to govern the church whilst the office of the

deacon is mandated with the practical ministry of the church.
1.7.2.2 Comparative Analysis

Lastly a comparative analysis was also applied. In this way a comparison of the Bible and
reformed teachings versus the RCZ’s church government system, was discussed (Walk, 1998).
This methodology research design is used to enhance the confidence in the findings of this
research. A review of existing literature was also undertaken. The researcher analysed and
compared the relevance of the RCZ’s church government from the perspective of the doctrine of
church government in the Bible and the Church Order of the Dort (1619). Du Plooy (1998:59)
notes that the aim and objective of the church orders which culminated in the church order of
Dort 1618/19 were the salvation of believers nothing else. The church orders was prearranged to
serve as a channel for the work of the Word and the Spirit through which the believers may carry
on to grow in faith, repentance, justification, holiness and perseverance. In the light of the Word
of God, church polity/government should regulate the ultimate principles of justice, order and

method of government in the church says Du Plooy (1998:194).
1.8 Ethical considerations

It is the sincerest wish and obligation of this researcher to comply and follow all the ethical
requirements of the North- West University and that of the department of Higher Education, as

far as the literature review and study is concerned. This is supported by what is explained by
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Denscombe (2010:337) that researchers do not operate, stand above the law nor put themselves
outside the laws of the land. Therefore as a minister of the RCZ, | have tried not violate the
Rules and Regulations of the Church either. The risk level of ethical implication here is very

low.
In brief, the following were overseen:

I. To briefly characterise the history of the RCZ’s system of church government. The
researcher studied all the relevant sources about the RCZ, namely, the literature

review, synod minutes, Rules and Regulations, Acts, Church magazines and journals.

ii. To discuss the doctrine of church government since the beginning of the Reformation. A
review of the existing literature concerning the doctrine of church government was
studied.

iii. To have a closer look at some Biblical teaching in the New Testament about church
government. The author studied various Bible chapters by means of Biblical exegesis
in a hermeneutical manner. Some of the chapters dealt with, were 1 Tim 3:1-13; Acts
6:1-6 and Titus 1:5-9. The review of the relevant literature was undertaken as a way

of expounding the subject matter.

iv. To identify the relevance of the system of church government of the RCZ in comparison
to the teachings of the Bible and the practice of church government by the Reformed
Churches worldwide. A review of existing literature was done. The researcher spent
ample time to evaluate and analyse the relevance of the RCZ’s church government

system in the perspective of the teachings of the Bible and the Reformed principles.
1.9 Proposed Chapter Outline
This research study tenaciously and topically apportioned to cover all problem statements.
Chapter 1: Introduction
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This chapter presents background evidence on the research, which includes: introduction,
research rationale, research question and focus, literature review, research objectives, research

methodology and approach.
Chapter 2: The historical development and growth of the RCZ

The historical establishment and growth of the RCZ and the outlines of the historical
development of the RCZ from a mission field to the autonomous church in Zimbabwe is
presented. Also to be discussed in this chapter, is the examination of the RCZ during the eras of

the missionaries and the post- missionaries. This chapter is more historical in nature.

Objective: To concisely/briefly characterise the history of the RCZ’s system of church

government during the era of the missionaries to present time.
Chapter 3: Historical perspective of the doctrine of the Church government

This chapter deals with the evaluation of church government of the RCZ in the light of the
theological reflections on the doctrine of the church government. This chapter tested and
demonstrated the divergence of the RCZ in church government system to see whether it was still

in line with the doctrine of the church government as indicated in the Bible.

Objective: To discuss the doctrine of church government since the start of the Reformation and
the Church Order of Dort 1618-1619.

Chapter 4: The Biblical concept of the Doctrine of Church government

This chapter focuses on the Biblical and theological concept of the doctrine of church
government. The study in this chapter explains the meaning of the church as it is portrayed in the
Bible, i.e., the nature, marks, and principles of the church government according to the Word of
God.

Objective: To have a closer look at some Biblical chapters regarding the principles church

government.
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Chapter 5: The relevance of the RCZ’s church government.

This chapter focuses on the comparative analysis of the doctrine of Church government as taught

in the New Testament and in other Reformed Churches versus the RCZ’s church government

system.

Objective: To identify the relevance of the RCZ’s system of church government in comparison

to the teachings of the Bible and the Reformed Churches worldwide.

Chapter 6: Conclusion and recommendations

This last chapter focuses on the summary, recommendations and conclusion of the research

done.

1.10 Schematic presentation of the research method

Tablel-1 Schematic presentation of the research method

A theological evaluation of the government system in the Reformed Church in Zimbabwe

Central Research Question: Are the teachings of RCZ’s system of church government relevant to
those of the Bible and other Reformed Churches globally?

1.4 Research Questions

1.5 Objectives

1.7 Research Methodology

1.4.1. What is the historical

background of the RCZ
regarding church
government?

1.5.1. To briefly characterise
the history of the RCZ’s
church government

The researcher consulted all the
relevant sources about the RCZ
namely, Literature review, Synod
minutes, Rules and Regulations,
Acts, Minutes, and Church
Journals

1.4.2. What is the historical
development of the doctrine
of the church since its
inception of the Church
Order of Dort 1618-1619?

1.5.2. To discuss the
doctrine of the church since
the formulation of Church
Order of Dort 1618-1619.

A review of the existing literature
of the doctrine of the church with
main emphasis on  Church
government were studied.
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1.4.3. What does the Bible
teach about the doctrine of
church government?

1.5.3. To have a closer look
at various Biblical teachings
about church government.

The researcher studied various
Bible chapters by means of
Biblical exegesis in a
hermeneutical manner. The
review of relevant literature was

undertaken as a way of
expounding the subject matter.

4.4. What are the merits or | 1.5.4. To identify the | A review of existing literature was
shortcomings of the RCZ's | relevance of the RCZ’s |done. The researcher therefore
church government in| church to the original | takes time to analyse the
comparison to that of the | Reformed teachings | relevance of the RCZ's church

original Reformed teachings? | according to th