Received: 15 April 2024

'.) Check for updates

Accepted: 16 April 2024

DOI: 10.1111/jora.12956

SPECIAL ISSUE COMMENTARY

JOURNAL OF Sl‘
Research on Adolescence

Towards a decolonial developmental science: Adolescent
development in the Majority World taking center stage

Amina Abubakar' | Angelo Brandelli Costa’

Chidozie Edwin Nwafor®

1Aga Khan University, Nairobi, Kenya
“Pontificia Universidade Catdlica do Rio
Grande do Sul, Porto Alegre, Brazil

NYU Shanghai, Shanghai, China
“Universidade Federal do Rio Grande, Porto
Alegre, Brazil

*North West University, Potchefstroom, South
Africa

®Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, Nigeria

"Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, USA

Correspondence

Vaishali Raval, Department of Psychology,
Miami University, 90 North Patterson Ave.,
Oxford, OH 45069, USA.

Email: ravalvv@miamioh.edu

| Lixian Cui’® | Silvia H. Koller®® |

| Vaishali V. Raval’

Abstract

While aspiring to be a diverse and global science, developmental science continues to be
dominated by EuroAmerican epistemologies, researchers, and communities in its pub-
lished scholarship. Adolescents in communities across Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and
Latin America comprise 85% of the world's adolescent population, and yet their experi-
ences and perspectives are marginalized in our science. Adolescents in the Majority World
live in highly diverse social, cultural, political, economic, educational and healthcare con-
texts that contribute to their development, and we have much to learn from their experi-
ences. This article situates the marginalization of the global majority within coloniality
embedded in developmental science. The article describes the impetus for this special
issue Towards a decolonial developmental science and the process of putting it together,
along with providing an overview of the 18 articles in this collection that push us towards
decoloniality. The special issue serves as a call to transform developmental science to be
decolonial by empowering adolescent development in Majority World communities to
take center stage. Adolescent development research from Majority World communities
has the potential to challenge the knowledge base generated from Minority World sam-
ples, contributing to a science that is comprehensive, inclusive, and can inform prevention
and intervention efforts to support the well-being of adolescents globally.
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Worldwide adolescent population is on the rise with 1.3bil-
lion adolescents comprising 1/6 of the world's current pop-
ulation (UNICEF, 2023). A substantial majority of these
adolescents, 85% of them, live in Africa, Asia, the Middle
East, Latin America and the Caribbean, often referred to as
the Majority World (i.e., where the majority of the world's
population resides, Draper et al., 2022). Yet, the experiences
of these adolescents are highly underrepresented and histori-
cally excluded in developmental science research published in

English-language peer-reviewed journals (Draper et al., 2022).
Journal analyses have indicated that between 84% and 90%
of research published in developmental science journals be-
tween 2006 and 2020 involved samples from the Minority
World (USA, Canada, countries in Europe, and countries in
Oceania) (Moriguchi, 2022; Nielsen et al., 2017; Singh, Killen,
& Smetana, 2023). Further, 86%-96% of published research
was led by authors affiliated with institutions in the Minority
World (Lin & Li, 2023; Moriguchi, 2022; Nielsen et al., 2017;
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Singh, Killen, & Smetana, 2023). Several authors have high-
lighted the bias against Majority World research in publication
policies and practices in psychological and developmental sci-
ence (Draper et al., 2022; Nielsen et al., 2017; Raval et al., 2023).

As Singh, Killen, and Smetana (2023) outline, this un-
derrepresentation of Majority world samples and authors in
developmental science is surprising given the recognition of
the need for a diverse and global science. Decolonial theory
might help explain the discrepancy between the ideal of the
inclusive science we aspire to and implicit biases that may
continue to marginalize communities, researchers, per-
spectives, and knowledge systems from the Majority World.
Developmental science was formalized as a subfield within
the broader discipline of social and behavioral science with
its roots in Europe and Russia (Oesterdiekhoff, 2014) and
later North America, and this EuroAmerican dominance
has continued to shape the field today. This dominance is
a reflection of coloniality embedded in developmental sci-
ence (Bermudez et al., 2016; Marfo, 2011). Coloniality refers
to “long-standing patterns of power that emerged as a re-
sult of colonialism,” and the ways in which this power im-
balance continues to affect our scholarly discourse today
(Maldonado-Torres, 2007, p. 243). Within the decolonial
framework, underrepresentation of communities of color
globally in social science research is understood as epistemic
exclusion (Adams et al., 2022) where the historical sociopo-
litical and economic power of the Minority World enables its
dominance in knowledge production and scientific inquiry.

Although several theories that originate from the
Minority World consider human development as embed-
ded within varying ecological and sociocultural contexts
(Bronfenbrenner, 1977; Vygotsky, 1978; Weisner, 2002), and
there were early efforts to examine child development across
communities around the world (e.g., the Six Culture Study;
Whiting, 1963), aiming to uncover fundamental and univer-
sal developmental processes continues to dominate much of
scientific inquiry in developmental science. The assumption
that knowledge generated from a restricted segment of the
world's population, the Minority World, can explain de-
velopmental processes of the 85% youth living in Majority
World contributes to the continued exclusion of Majority
World adolescents. Considering the developmental pro-
cesses of White, EuroAmerican youth as the standard re-
flects the EuroAmerican power of the colonial past (Adams
& Estrada-Villalta, 2017).

The EuroAmerican dominance is also evident in the use
of theoretical frameworks used to guide developmental re-
search, constructs studied, and methods used that are de-
rived from the Minority World. Even in published research
that includes adolescent samples from the Majority World,
often the research is conceptualized based on dominant the-
oretical frameworks of emotional, social, or cognitive devel-
opment from the Minority World that are rooted in White
Euro-American worldviews (Marfo, 2011; Raval, 2023a).
Adolescents around the world live in varying social, cul-
tural, economic, educational, healthcare, political contexts
that shape their everyday experiences, including aspects of
their development (Raffaelli et al., 2013). This variability
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in their life experiences across communities around the
world necessitates understanding adolescent development
grounded within theoretical frameworks that incorporate
their everyday milieus (Marfo, 2011). Further, quantitative
and especially experimental methods with prospective lon-
gitudinal designs, along with advanced statistical model-
ing techniques are privileged in developmental science that
may allow limited integration and investigation of contexts.
Measures and procedures that are well-established and
validated in the Minority World may not be contextually
valid for use within Majority World communities (Draper
et al, 2022). Unfortunately, the dominance of White
EuroAmerican theoretical frameworks and methods limits
the research questions pursued and the constructs studied
to those relevant only to White, EuroAmerican populations,
limiting the generalizability and utility of the knowledge
generated.

Ironically, findings, theories, and methods from the
Minority World are considered to be universal and applica-
ble to the Majority World. However, the reverse, where find-
ings, theories, and methods generated from the Majority
World are applied to understand adolescent development in
the Minority World is not only uncommon but often ques-
tioned. Bou Zeineddine et al. (2022) illustrate this problem
in social psychology research through the title of their ar-
ticle “Some uninteresting data from a faraway country,”
highlighting that data from Majority World are often con-
sidered of low impact and of limited utility due to their lim-
ited generalizability. As Causadias et al. (2018) highlight,
this is likely because there is a tendency to overemphasize
the role of culture in psychological research pertaining to
communities of color, deeming the knowledge generated
from the global majority to be culture-bound and not ap-
plicable universally, whereas research conducted with White
EuroAmerican samples is viewed as not context-bound, and
thus, universal.

These “context-eliminating perspectives” (Abo-Zena
et al., 2022) are evident across published scholarship where
children, adolescents, and families, particularly from White
EuroAmerican backgrounds are described in acontextual
ways. For example, in the literature review sections of pub-
lished articles, processes of emotional, cognitive, or social
development tend to be described without reference to the
demographics of the samples from which the findings are
drawn (Draper et al., 2022; Singh, Cristia, et al., 2023; Singh
& Rajendra, 2024). Articles reporting on research with
White EuroAmerican samples also often do not make any
reference to racial identity or nationality of the participants
in the article title, whereas those pertaining to nonWhite
samples include these demographics in the title. These acon-
textual descriptions of White EuroAmerican samples imply
that the knowledge generated is universal and applicable to
youth regardless of their social position or geographic lo-
cation. Despite policies of some journals to provide socio-
cultural demographics, contextual information about study
samples is not consistently reported (Causadias et al., 2018;
Draper et al., 2022).
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Coloniality is also reflected in the ways in which commu-
nities from the Majority World tend to be portrayed. Because
the bulk of the knowledge about adolescent development is
derived from Minority World samples by Minority World
researchers, EuroAmerican values, beliefs, and behaviors
are considered the norm against which other communities
are implicitly or explicitly compared (Adams et al., 2022).
During the peer review process of articles that focus on
adolescent development in a Majority World community,
suggestions to include a White American comparison or
control group (Singh, Cristia, et al., 2023; Singh, Killen, &
Smetana, 2023) reflect this notion that explicit comparisons
with the EuroAmerican standard are needed. Even in the ab-
sence of a comparison group, developmental or caregiving
processes of Majority World communities are often implic-
itly compared to the EuroAmerican norm and evaluated as
less desirable, regressive, unhealthy, or even harmful—prac-
tices that can be conceived as “studying down” communities
(Schrijvers, 1991) or as “epistemic violence” (Teo, 2010). For
example, in studies of emotional development, descriptions
of Asian caregivers as discouraging emotional expressions
or Asian children as suppressing emotions result from com-
parisons with EuroAmerican norms that lead to viewing
emotion socialization and emotion regulation approaches of
Asian caregivers and youth as less desirable (Raval, 2023a).

Adolescents in some Majority World communities live
in situations that are challenging—limited access to food,
clean water, and shelter, fewer resources such as education
and healthcare, political upheaval and conflict, and inequi-
ties based on income, caste, gender, religion, or other iden-
tities. From a hegemonic perspective, these challenges are
attributed to the Majority World that lags behind while mod-
ern EuroAmerican ideologies and practices have led to the
Minority World achieving higher economic growth and polit-
ical stability (Adams & Estrada-Villalta, 2017). Contesting this
view, decolonial theory highlights the importance of recog-
nizing inequities and challenges in Majority World communi-
ties within the context of the colonial past that contributed to
these challenges (Adams & Estrada-Villalta, 2017; Dhar, 2020).
Colonial rule across Africa, Asia, and Latin America left com-
munities in these regions stripped of resources, eliminated
self-governance and sociopolitical autonomy, and led to inter-
group conflict (Adams etal., 2022; Ocheni & Nwankwo, 2012).
The current social, cultural, economic and political power of
EuroAmerican communities today partly serves to main-
tain global inequities in access to basic resources, education,
healthcare, and exposure to conflict.

The major consequence of this EuroAmerican dominance
and marginalization of the Majority World is that it renders
developmental science incomplete, biased, and lacking appli-
cability to support the well-being of adolescents around the
world (Moriguchi, 2022; Nielsen et al., 2017; Singh, Killen,
& Smetana, 2023). Research pertaining to adolescents in the
Majority world has been ongoing, though it remains on the
sidelines of published scholarship in developmental science,
rarely making its way into major peer-reviewed journals or
textbooks. Across psychological and family science, a move-
ment is emerging to recognize coloniality embedded in our

science that continues to shape the scholarship produced,
marginalizing people, perspectives, and epistemologies
from the Majority World (e.g., Adams et al., 2022, special
issue of Journal of Social Issues; Bermudez et al., 2016 de-
colonial family science; Bhatia et al., 2023, special issue of
American Psychologist in progress, Macleod et al., 2020, de-
coloniality and feminism; and Raval, 2023b decolonial par-
enting science). The current special issue was put together
to begin a shift towards a decolonial developmental science
with adolescent development in the Majority World at the
center of the discipline.

ADOLESCENT DEVELOPMENT IN
THE MAJORITY WORLD IS NOT
“SPECIAL,” IT IS THE NORM SO WHY
A SPECIAL ISSUE?

The international committee of Society for Research on
Adolescence (SRA) (Baiden, Erdem, Espinosa-Hernandez,
Koller, Magis-Weinberg, Nguyen, Nwafor, Raval, Titzmann,
and Zheng, 2022-24) had been discussing ways to center re-
search conducted by Majority World researchers focusing
on adolescent development in Majority World communities.
One initiative the committee considered was a special issue
of the Journal of Research on Adolescence (JRA), the official
journal of SRA, that could pave the path for adolescent de-
velopment research from the Majority World to take center
stage in developmental science. The committee noted various
efforts of JRA to increase Majority World research. Editor-
in-chief, Dr. Amanda Sheffield Morris and several Associate
Editors for JRA participated in the International Perspectives
in U.S. Psychological Science Journals Workshop organized
by the U.S. National Committee for Psychological Science
(USNC/IUPsyS) in 2021 (National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine, 2022). This was a workshop for
psychological science journal editors to identify and address
barriers for publishing research from the Majority World in
their journals. Dr. Morris worked to diversify JRA's editorial
board with focused efforts to select and invite two new as-
sociate editors affiliated with institutions in Asia and Latin
America. Around the same time, JRA published a Special
Series entitled Dismantling Systems of Racism and Oppression
during Adolescence with four special issues: Black Lives
Matter! (Witherspoon et al., 2022), Truth is on the Other Side
of the Oppressed (Halgunseth et al., 2022), Oppression is as
American as “Apple Pie” (Spanierman et al., 2022) and Good
Trouble, Necessary Trouble (Wray-Lake et al., 2022). The spe-
cial issues highlight systems of racism and oppression affect-
ing Black, Indigenous, and People of Color in adolescence,
developmental processes involved in the learning and social-
ization of Whiteness, and adolescents' involvement in anti-
racist civic engagement activities. Building on these efforts,
the international committee of SRA thought that the current
special issue was timely especially given that no further the-
matic special issues that address adolescent development in
the Majority World followed the 2013 special issue of JRA
on adolescents in the Majority World (Raffaelli et al., 2013).
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Raffaelli et al. (2013) described the special issue as an ef-
fort to address the narrow focus of published scholarship in
adolescent developmental science to youth in the Minority
World. In the decade since then, there is undoubtedly more
published research on adolescents in Majority World com-
munities, though as journal analyses (Moriguchi, 2022;
Nielsen et al., 2017; Singh, Killen, & Smetana, 2023) indi-
cate, Majority World youth continue to be highly underrep-
resented. In the past decade since the publication of the 2013
JRA special issue, major changes have occurred in the social,
cultural, political, economic, and health contexts worldwide
impacting adolescent development in the Majority World.
There is increased awareness of global climate change and
its implications for youth well-being (Lee et al., 2020), the
rise of social media and digital technology with adolescents
being the most frequent users (Odgers et al., 2020), the
COVID-19 pandemic and its implications for adolescent de-
velopment (Branje & Morris, 2021), and both ongoing and
recently emerged armed conflicts in different world regions
impacting youth. Economic, healthcare, and educational
inequities that disproportionately impact adolescents in
Majority World communities continue to pose challenges to
adolescent development. Shifting from expatriate Minority
World researchers going to Majority World communities
to collect data (Marfo, 2011), to collaborative research that
includes Majority World researchers in investigating ad-
olescent development in Majority World communities is
increasing. However, researchers from the Majority World
report that these collaborations are often not truly recipro-
cal or equitable such that the Minority World researchers
are interested in the data and not in having Majority World
researchers as equal partners in study conceptualization
and design (Raval et al., 2023). Such performative collab-
orative research that is led by Minority World researchers
can mimic the colonially driven inequalities, recreating the
power imbalance that has led to the exclusion of Majority
World research.

In putting together the current special issue, the interna-
tional committee of SRA was attuned to the challenge that a
special issue focusing on Majority World research may lead
to further marginalization of scholarship pertaining to ado-
lescents in the Majority World as designated only to “special”
issues and not considered part of the journal's mainstream
publication (National Academies of Sciences, Engineering,
and Medicine, 2022). The committee viewed the special issue
as a focused effort to increase awareness of the coloniality
embedded in developmental science that leads to margin-
alization of Majority World research. A special issue also
provides a dedicated outlet for Majority World researchers
with editors and reviewers who are familiar with Majority
World communities, reducing the bias against Majority
World research. A special issue fosters the investment of the
journal in publishing Majority World research that is often
disadvantaged in mainstream publication. Our hope is that
this special issue contributes to transforming developmen-
tal science by adopting an explicit decolonial lens in ado-
lescent development research that centers Majority World
communities in developmental scholarship and serves as a
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catalyst for future related publications. We believe that ad-
olescent developmental processes in the Majority World are
the norm, not different or special, and it is our sincere hope
that this special issue serves to establish this fact.

With this hope, the international committee approached
JRA editor-in-chief Dr. Amanda Sheffield Morris in March
2022 with a preliminary proposal for a special issue and Dr.
Morris was highly supportive and encouraged us to move
forward. The committee drafted the call for the special
issue, and in consultation with Dr. Morris, invited schol-
ars from the Majority World to serve on the editorial team
with Dr. Raval, an associate editor of JRA and chair of the
SRA's international committee serving as a liaison. Scholars
who engage in adolescent development research in Africa
(Abubaker, Nwafor), Asia (Cui, Raval), and Latin America
(Costa, Koller) comprised the editorial team, which included
members of the SRA international committee (Koller,
Nwafor, and Raval).

POSITIONALITY AND REFLEXIVITY
OF THE EDITORIAL TEAM

Decolonial theory encourages researchers to reflect on how
their own social position and privilege based on ability,
age, education, ethnicity, income, gender, nationality, race,
religion, sexual orientation, social class, and other dimen-
sions contribute to their scholarship (Abo-Zena et al., 2022;
Bermudez et al., 2016). In this spirit, here, we as members of
the editorial team, reflect on our social identities and life ex-
periences that provide the lens through which we approach
our profession, including our work on this special issue. The
positionality statements included here are elaborate to de-
scribe our academic journey that led to our commitment to
decoloniality and centering Majority World research.

Amina Abubaker—I was born and raised in a rural town
in Kenya by immigrant parents. This town by the border
was unique in its multicultural, multi-ethnic, and multi-
religious context. Coming from an immigrant background
in a highly multicultural context helped me develop a strong
appreciation for cultural influence and the beauty of plural-
ism. My experiences as a PhD student at Tilburg University,
Department of Cross-cultural Psychology, under the super-
vision and mentorship of the late Prof Fons Van de Vijver,
developed a solid background in theoretical and meth-
odological considerations in cultural and cross-cultural
psychology. Most of my work has focused on creating cul-
turally appropriate and contextually relevant approaches
for collecting data in Sub-Saharan Africa. I have always
been keen and curious about emic and etic approaches to
studying psychological processes, with a deep appreciation
of context-specific drivers of behavior while acknowledg-
ing universality. My work among adolescents is driven by
the belief that to understand fully universal and culture-
specific drivers of behavior, it is important to ensure that we
include the voices of adolescents from the majority world in
the literature, given the fact that now, most of the literature
is influenced by data from the minority world.
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Angelo Brandelli Costa—I was born and raised in
southern Brazil, a country rich in cultural diversity and
social complexities. From a young age, I was intrigued
by the intricate tapestry of human behavior and the fac-
tors that shape our social interactions. My journey into
the realm of psychology began with a profound curios-
ity about humanity and its resilience in the face of preju-
dice and discrimination. As I pursued my academic path,
from my undergraduate studies to my Ph.D. at the Federal
University of Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS), and later as a
postdoctoral researcher, my career goals evolved, I became
particularly interested in the intersection of social atti-
tudes, sexuality, gender, and health, especially in the con-
text of HIV/AIDS. It highlighted the importance of context
in understanding behavior and led me to explore research
as the primary tool for uncovering insights and promot-
ing change into these complex social issues. My desire to
contribute to academia and research led me to become a
faculty member at the Pontifical Catholic University of
Rio Grande do Sul (PUCRS). Here, I have had the priv-
ilege of mentoring, teaching, and researching various
dynamics related to social behavior, with a focus on the
psychosocial processes that underlie prejudice and vulner-
ability. As a gay man of Italian descent born in Brazil, my
personal identity has been a cornerstone in my academic
and professional pursuits. It has provided me with unique
insights into the complexities of human behavior and the
resilience of marginalized communities. My research em-
phasizes prejudice, sexuality, gender, HIV/AIDS, and the
overall health of the LGBT+ population. I have presented
on health care for transgender and gender-diverse people
in Brazil and internationally, reflecting my commitment
to these communities. I also have a significant connec-
tion with the LGBT community in Brazil and have been
actively involved in movements related to HIV/AIDS. My
work extends to collaborating with public authorities and
United Nations agencies to develop public health and ed-
ucation policies. Through these multiple roles, I have con-
tributed to shaping inclusive health and education policies
that address the needs of the LGBT+ community and those
affected by HIV/AIDS in Brazil demonstrating a deep
commitment to social justice and the well-being of mar-
ginalized populations.

Lixian Cui—I was born and raised in a village in China
and traveled to cities for undergraduate and graduate
studies (from Chongqing, to Guangzhou, then to Nanjing,
China) before going to the US for my doctoral degree and
to Canada as a postdoctoral research fellow. My experi-
ences as a graduate research assistant working on two lon-
gitudinal projects in Nanjing (an infant and an adolescent
cohort) with Drs. Xinyin Chen (FRfiR4R), Niobe Way, and
Hirokazu Yoshikawa, led to my strong interest in social
and emotional development. I obtained solid theoretical
and methodological training in Developmental Science
while working with Dr. Amanda Sheffield Morris in the
US. During my time in North America, I was not satis-
fied with cross-cultural/national comparison studies.

Moreover, one can observe as many similarities and dif-
ferences as the global influences increase. Differences may
diminish as time goes by whereas similarities may no lon-
ger hold. Since I came back to China in 2015, I have been
pondering over how to better understand developmental
processes, emotions, and behaviors of Chinese people in
rapidly changing social, economic, and political contexts.
It is challenging to be a researcher in the Majority World
when the field is dominated by the Global North. Doing
research among Chinese populations and interpreting
findings using theories developed from the Global North,
I sometimes feel like we are beating around the bush (sim-
ilar to Chinese idiom, scratching the surface of the boot,
PR#LIREE). Therefore, I constantly look into Chinese cul-
tural heritage for resources and try further my under-
standing from both Eastern and Western perspectives.
Chinese culture influences how I understand the world.
I was heavily influenced by Drs. Chung-Fang Yang (4%
%) and David Y. F. Ho (& #) who taught me indige-
nous concepts and theories such as Theory of Yin Yang
and five elements (FABHFITZF L), Confucian Zhong Yong
thinking (FRERER B 4), Mianzi (HF, losing and gain-
ing face), Guanxi and Renqing (X3, AfE; social relation-
ships/connections in Chinese society) when I was working
towards my master's degree in Guangzhou. Along my ca-
reer journey, I was amazed by Dr. Jin Li (3¥¥)'s seminal
work on learning and her book Cultural Foundations of
Learning: East and West, which was an exemplar of con-
necting and reconciling Eastern and Western understand-
ings. I was also fascinated by Dr. Louise Sundararajan (
23 4E)'s work on emotions and culture (e.g., Gan-Lei, &%
2, responding in kind; Pin Wei, f#K, savoring) and her
book Understanding Emotion in Chinese Culture: Thinking
through Psychology. I recently joined the Task Force on
Indigenous Psychology under APA Division 32 (Society
for Humanistic Psychology) which was founded and has
been chaired by Dr. Sundararajan. However, the area of
Indigenous Psychology is still very much marginalized.
Voices from the Global South are particularly invisible
in adolescent research. This is why I believe a decoloniz-
ing lens is critical in our research and such a special issue
is so valuable. I highly value adolescent studies from the
Majority World adopting indigenous concepts and the-
ories. Meanwhile, any efforts towards a decolonization
goal are also appreciated. I believe there is so much the
Majority World can offer to generate theories and promote
global discourse.

Silvia Koller—I was born and raised in the south of
Brazil. Since my earlier age, I was interested in learning
about the world and its diversity, especially looking at my
culture into perspective. I had the chance to study at the
Pontificia Universidade Catolica do Rio Grande do Sul and
at the Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul (Brazil)
where I met wonderful mentors who showed me the im-
portance of open my mind to internationalization. Angela
Biaggio, my masters mentor, always pointed the fact that in
many occasions we were the only Global South researchers
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attending to international meetings and that we should do
our best to learn and to show the knowledge which has
been produced in our research centers. And I did! Later,
I had a chance to study with Nancy Eisenberg at Arizona
State University, for my doctoral studies and she always
promoted the integration of the Global South perspectives
to science. Urie Bronfenbrenner was also a great mentor,
who favored the interchange of experiences among the di-
verse worlds where I lived and had a chance to visit, es-
pecially regarding the bioecological views of childhood
in parts of the world that I have visited and lived during
a large period of time, after my doctoral studies, includ-
ing Rwanda, South Africa and other countries in Africa
and Latin America. As Bronfenbrenner used to say, there
are more than Two Worlds of Childhood (which was the
title of one of his books) and my large experience in differ-
ent communities could show the truth of this statement.
More recently, I had a chance to spend a year as a Visiting
Professor at Harvard University, where once again the
exchange of knowledge and experiences enriched the ex-
change between the two parts of the world.

Chidozie Nwafor—I grew up in a rural settlement
in the southeast of Nigeria, west Africa. One of my late
mother's words that became indelible and contributed to
my pursuit of psychological science was that “sustainable
success in life is dependent on the number of positive be-
haviors we develop over time.” At first, it was my effort
to develop positive behaviors, and when I learned about
psychology through a cousin, I was determined to study
how to understand how these behaviors developed across
the lifespan. As I went through the training from my first
degree to my Ph.D. in the University in Nigeria to become
a psychologist over the years, my career goals were shaped
and reshaped. An important point was how to apply the
psychological theories to my immediate context in Nigeria
and West Africa and the challenges of connecting the
Western perspectives to Nigeria. This is even as I real-
ized that context could determine the manifestations and
interpretations of crucial behavior indicators across the
lifespan. In an attempt to explore some of the dilemmas, I
came to understand that research is the primary key. I also
learned that research is better conducted at the University.
This led to my desire and later employment as a faculty
member at the University. Being a faculty member gave me
the opportunity to impact lives through mentoring, teach-
ing, and researching different dynamics that were related
to behavior, especially among adolescents. Determined to
have a more balanced view of global trends in psychology,
I joined some important international associations in psy-
chology, including the Society for Research in Adolescence
and the Society for Research in Child Development, where
I am serving as a member of the international commit-
tee. In the last 3 years, my contact with these international
communities has influenced my research interest. As one
of the International Consortium of Developmental Science
Societies (ICDSS) and SRA COVID-19 global scholars, I
became interested in the impact of COVID-19 on mental
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health and academic interest among adolescents in Africa.
This global scholars' network allowed me to work with
other scholars in the world and Africa in particular. More
importantly, I have knowledge about the need to project
the behavioral development happening in the majority
world so that the whole world can benefit from the rich
and original contents in advancing new norms that influ-
ence the world.

Vaishali Raval—My experiences of living in and work-
ing with various communities across India, Canada, and
USA contribute to my research and service, including my
work on this special issue. As a young child growing up
in independent India, I heard stories from my grandpar-
ents about their participation in Gandhi's nonviolence
movement against the British empire and from my parents
about the joyful celebrations throughout the country when
India gained independence in 1947. These personal sto-
ries coincided with the learning from history books about
the painful realities of segregation and discrimination of
Indians, unreasonable taxation and economic exploitation
by the British, and brutality to suppress rebellion includ-
ing nonviolent civil disobedience against injustice over the
90-year-long struggle to gain independence. These early
learnings sensitized me to systems of power, privilege, and
marginalization and fostered an urge towards working to
eliminate inequalities and dismantle systems of oppres-
sion. As an undergraduate student at the University of
Toronto, I recognized that what I was reading in psychol-
ogy textbooks and journal articles did not resonate with
my lived experiences of growing up in India. The textbooks
contained theories and concepts based on research with
people in North America, which did not fit with psycho-
logical processes I had observed growing up. Reflecting on
these experiences while learning about cultural psychology
in graduate school, I first became aware that communities
from the Majority World were not included in psycholog-
ical literature. This realization led to my master's thesis
and eventually my primary program of research focused
on parenting, emotion processes, and youth mental health
in the Majority World. My research has mainly focused on
communities in India, with my students extending the work
to China, Malaysia, Singapore, and South Korea, as well as
communities of color in USA. Overall, our goal has been
to develop a contextually grounded understanding of care-
giver and youth experiences from an asset-based frame-
work. I have also had the privilege of being able to advocate
for psychological research in Majority World communities
through my service on the international committees of
SRA and SRCD, USNC/IUPsyS that represents US psycho-
logical science globally, and through associate editor roles
for JRA and Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology. With in-
creasing awareness of how coloniality continues to shape
higher education and discipline-specific scholarship in
psychological and developmental science, I have adopted
an explicit decolonial lens, working to create space at the
center of clinical and developmental science literature for
research pertaining to the global majority.
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OVERVIEW OF THE SPECIAL
ISSUE ARTICLES

As indicated in the call for papers for the special issue, we
sought articles that enhance the scholarly understanding
of adolescent development and functioning in communi-
ties in Africa, Asia, Latin America, or the Middle East from
a decolonial lens, and push us forward towards a decolo-
nial developmental science. The call for papers indicated
that submissions should follow JRA general guidelines
and will go through the journal's peer-review protocols.
The call also outlined that we especially sought submis-
sions that were led by authors who live and work in the
Majority World. Submissions could include reports of re-
search studies that aim to generate localized knowledge
about adolescent development in the Majority World, use
research methods that aim towards a decolonial practice
(e.g., participatory and community-based action research,
narrative methods, quantitative methods that are highly at-
tuned to local contexts, mixed-methods), and overall adopt
a cultural asset rather than deficit framework. Submissions
could also include theoretical or conceptual articles that
provide a critique of developmental theories and models
from a decolonial lens, chart a research agenda in a specific
subfield from a decolonial lens, or systematic literature re-
views pertaining to Majority World communities that out-
line a decolonial research agenda moving forward.
Beginning October 2022, the call for the special issue was
placed on the JRA and SRA websites, and distributed through
the listserv of SRA, the international committees of SRA
and SRCD, and professional organizations in the Majority
World. Initial letters of intent in response to the call were in-
vited by November 30, 2022. After the call was distributed,
SRA's international committee and the special issue editorial
team compiled a list of reviewers with expertise in adoles-
cent development in Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and Latin
America. In addition, evaluation critiera were developed
based on the call for papers to evaluate letters of intent. Using
these criteria, each letter was evaluated by atleast two scholars

(members of the editorial team or SRA's international com-
mittee). Submissions that were led by researchers living and
working in the Majority World, and those that focus on top-
ics relevant to adolescents in Majority World communities
were prioritized in decisions to invite the full manuscripts.
Once the full manuscripts were submitted, they were han-
dled by the member of the editorial team with expertise in
the specific world region, who acted as the action editor. The
manuscripts that were invited for resubmission after the first
round of review were those that contributed to enhancing the
understading of adolescent functioning embedded within
local contexts using methods that were relevant. Figure 1
outlines the timeline and the decision making process. Each
manuscript included in this special issue went through two to
four rounds of review. All accpeted manuscripts for JRA go
through Wiley's regular copy-editing service, and are proof-
read by authors (Figure 1).

The 18 articles included in this special issue are all re-
ports of research studies, and 14 are led by researchers affili-
ated with an institution in the Majority World. For those led
by researchers affiliated with an institution in the Minority
World, the lead authors are individuals who have had
meaningful lived experiences in the country in which data
are collected. The articles focus on adolescent development
in communities across Africa (Ghana, Kenya, and Nigeria),
Asia (China, India, Malaysia, Pakistan), the Middle East
(Turkey, Israel) and Latin America (Brazil, Columbia, Peru,
Uruguay). We intentionally chose to not limit the special
issue to studies with an explicit decolonial agenda and in-
stead relied on the authors to interpret decoloniality as it
relates to their research. This approach allowed for a broad
range of topics and constructs studied and methods used.

Studies reported in the articles examine aspects of emo-
tional (Shi et al., 2024), cognitive (Lichand et al., 2024;
Thomas et al., 2024), and moral development (Pandya &
Bhangaokar, 2024; Nwafor et al.,, 2024), prosocial behav-
ior (Mesurado & Resett, 2024), adolescents' use of time
(Kerai et al., 2024), their perceptions of work (Santana
& Ristum, 2024), social identity processes (Appachu &

— Oct. 1,2022

{ Call for papers for the special issue distributed }

I

— Nov. 30, 2022

Letters of intent received in response to the call
(N =284)

N=13

Invited to submit a full
manuscript (N = 6)

r Jan. 31,2023

~ April 30,2023 Full manuscripts

submitted (N = 4)

Invited to revise
& resubmit
N=2

F Jan- April, 2024 | Accepted (N =2)

FIGURE 1 Timeline and decision-making process for the Special Issue.

Asia (N=42)
Middle East (N = 4)

Invited to submit a full
manuscript (N = 16)

Full manuscripts
submitted (N = 15)

Invited to revise &
resubmit (N = 10)

Accepted (N =10)

Latin America
(N=25)

Invited to submit a full
manuscript (N = 11)

Full manuscripts
submitted (N = 10)

Invited to revise

& resubmit
N=6

Accepted (N =6)
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Singh, 2024), health (e.g., body image, Mahama et al., 2024),
and well-being (Zambrano et al., 2024). Some studies focus
on highly relevant and challenging life experiences such
as cumulative risk and armed conflict exposure (Kara &
Selcuk, 2024), ethnic and national discrimination (Zhao
et al., 2024), substance use (Shaikh & Sarin, 2024), and in-
terventions to promote positive bystander behaviors in
intergroup conflict (Brenick et al., 2024). Studies also inves-
tigate family processes including family obligation (Yang
et al,, 2024), role of family in adolescents' occupational
choices (Pease Dreibelbis et al., 2024), grandparenting (Tan
et al., 2024), and parental socialization of adolescent emo-
tions (Shi et al., 2024). Methodologically, studies utilize a va-
riety of qualitative approaches (Appachu & Singh, 2024; Kerai
et al., 2024; Pandya & Bhangaokar, 2024; Pease Dreibelbis
et al., 2024; Santana & Ristum, 2024; Zambrano et al., 2024),
mixed-methods approaches (Tan et al, 2024; Mahama
et al., 2024; Shaikh & Sarin, 2024), prospective longitudi-
nal designs (Pandya & Bhangaokar, 2024; Shi et al., 2024;
Thomas et al., 2024), quantitative studies with variable-
centered approaches to data analysis (Shi et al., 2024; Nwafor
et al., 2024) as well as person-centered approaches (Thomas
et al., 2024; Zhao et al., 2024). This methodological plural-
ism highlights the relevance of different approaches with
various adolescent communities in the Majority World.
Some of the articles in this collection highlight colonial-
ity in the theories, topics, and the contexts typically studied
in developmental science, and offer ways to incorporate de-
colonial approaches. For example, Shaikh and Sarin (2024)
discuss the lack of research attention to inhalant use within
the literature on substance use as epistemic neglect such
that the study of substances that are commonly used in the
Minority World is privileged while neglecting those that are
used in the Majority World. Thomas et al. (2024) discuss the
need to decolonize justice belief research by examining be-
liefs about the just world in different contexts and by recog-
nizing that justice perceptions are shaped by one's everyday
realities. These researchers examine adolescents' beliefs about
the just world in the context of high inequality in Sao Paulo,
Brazil, with its colonial history. Santana & Ristum (2024)
challenge the hegemonic view of adolescence that represents
what it means to be a White, cis, straight adolescent in the
Minority World, and provide an alternate view by illustrating
the value of work among adolescents in rural Brazil. Similarly,
Tan et al. (2024) discuss models of preadolescent development
along with those of caregiving (specifically, grandparenting)
typically grounded in EuroAmerican worldviews that fail to
capture grandparenting in Malaysia. Shi et al. (2024) recon-
ceptualized parental minimization reactions to youth's neg-
ative emotions (one important emotion socialization concept
developed in EuroAmerican contexts), distinguished the de-
valuing/invalidating (D/I) and discounting/mitigating (D/M)
reactions, and examined the implications of both minimiza-
tion reactions in urban Chinese contexts. Researchers from
Peru (Pease Dreibelbis et al., 2024; Zambrano et al., 2024) dis-
cuss the need to decolonize adolescent development research
in Peru by moving away from using theories of adolescent
development from the Minority World and instead situating
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educational and career pursuits and well-being of Peruvian
adolescents within their everyday contexts.

Other researchers incorporate decoloniality by focusing on
adolescent development in communities that are marginalized
within their local contexts. For example, Zhao et al. (2024)
examine identity and discrimination among Korean ethnic
minority youth in China. Appachu and Singh (2024) explore
social identity of youth in an indigenous community in South
India that is typically not included in psychological research.
Kara and Selcuk (2024) examine cumulative risk and armed
conflict exposure among adolescents from disadvantaged so-
cioeconomic backgrounds in Eastern Turkey. These articles
highlight the ways in which coloniality is re-enacted through
excluding communities within the Majority World that expe-
rience further disadvantages within their local contexts and
advocate for focusing research attention on adolescents from
marginalized communities in the Majority World.

Researchers also situate current challenges impacting ad-
olescents within the history of colonial past. For example,
Kerai et al. (2024) discuss high poverty, inadequate safety,
and limited access to healthcare and educational resources
for youth in Pakistan within the context of British colonial
rule, which left this region deprived of resources. Pandya
and Bhangaokar (2024) explain the devaluing of indigenous
knowledge systems in India within the context of British colo-
nization and its continued influence on Indian people. Brenick
etal. (2024) integrate decoloniality through their discussion of
the relevance of positive bystander interventions for Palestinian
and Jewish-Israeli adolescents in Israel within the context of
current violence in the Middle East. These authors highlight
the ways in which the colonial past in these world regions con-
tributes to economic and health disparities, intergroup con-
tlict, and a colonial mentality that privileges Euro American
epistemologies over indigenous systems of knowledge.

The special issue concludes with commentaries that
provide reflections on adolescent development in com-
munities in Africa (Marfo, 2024), Asia (Banati, 2024), and
Latin America (Fernandez Theoduloz, 2024), along with a
reflection from SRA's international committee led by the
incoming chair (Baiden et al., 2024). The commentaries de-
scribe challenges of doing research in the Majority World
along with barriers to publication, and outline a decolo-
nial research agenda to examine adolescent development in
Majority World communities.

A CALL FOR MAJORITY WORLD
ADOLESCENT DEVELOPMENT
RESEARCH TAKING CENTER STAGE

Developmental science is beginning to recognize its in-
herent biases and is taking steps towards incorporating
anti-racist (Cooper et al., 2022; Spencer, 2021), cultur-
ally grounded (Greenfield, 1997), and LGBTQ+ affirming
(Snapp et al., 2016) approaches towards being an inclusive
science. In addition, developmental science needs to con-
sider systemic oppressive practices based on the colonial
past that has led to marginalization of research pertaining

95U8017 SUOWIWOD SAE8ID) 3|(dedl|dde au Aq peusenob ae sooiLe VO ‘88N JO S9N 10j ARG 8UIUO AS]IAA UO (SUOTHIPUOD-PUE-SLUIB)/WIOD™AB | 1M Aed 1[oUlJUO//:SANY) SUONIPUOD PuUe SWiS | 81 88S [9202/T0/ST] Uo Ariqiauluo A8 |Im AIseAlun 19 M-ULON Aq 95621 €0l/TTTT 0T/I0P/W00" A8 |1 Aleiq1ul|uoy/sdny Wwolj pepeoumod ‘g ‘v20Z ‘G6..ZEST



ABUBAKARET AL.

254 JOURNAL OF Sll
Research on Adolescence

to the global majority. Moving beyond cultural psychol-
ogy approaches (Okazaki et al.,, 2008), the decolonial
framework highlights the ways in which the power of
the Minority World based on the colonial past privileges
White Euro-American samples, researchers, theoretical
frameworks, methods, conceptions of rigor, and models of
normative development (Adams & Estrada-Villalta, 2017)
while marginalizing ways of being and knowledge produc-
tion from the Majority World. The decolonial approach
empowers the perspectives of adolescents and their fami-
lies in the Majority World by contextualizing their de-
velopment within their milieus, using research methods
valued by them and their communities, and interpreting
aspects of their development as assets rather than deficits.
Research on adolescent development using a decolonial
lens critically evaluates who is studied and who is excluded,
enabling researchers to consider how their own social po-
sition and privilege (Bermudez et al., 2016) contribute to
the research process from who and what they study to
how they interpret what they learn. As Singh, Killen, and
Smetana (2023) have pointed out, greater differentiation is
needed in how diversity is defined so that the world is not
viewed in binary terms such as Majority versus Minority
World. Communities within the Majority World are
highly diverse with respect to education, healthcare, race,
ethnicity, religion, sociopolitical contexts, and wealth, and
a decolonial approach enables researchers to be attuned to
these varying contexts of adolescent development.

With this special issue, we call for developmental science
to embrace decoloniality. We call Majority World research-
ers engaged in research with children and adolescents in their
communities to take center stage in shaping developmental
science. Researchers may explore topics and issues most perti-
nent to adolescents in their communities to investigate rather
than constructs deemed to be “hot topics” in developmental
science dominated by Minority World researchers. They may
contextualize the disparities experienced by Majority World
youth within a historic, social, political, and economic con-
texts including the global power imbalance due to the colonial
past. Majority World researchers may utilize methods that fit
with adolescents and their communities using language most
suitable to the communities (Ndimande, 2012), and tech-
niques for data analysis that are most relevant. Majority World
researchers may recognize the colonial mentality inherent in
our discipline (Adams et al., 2022) often manifested as inter-
nalized deficit models that might contribute to interpreting
beliefs, behaviors, and values of adolescents and their com-
munities as less desirable than those deemed to be healthy,
superior, or normal based on EuroAmerican worldviews.

We call on Minority World researchers to recognize the
ways in which they may perpetuate implicit biases that lead
to marginalization of Majority World research, work actively
to engage in bias reduction and help create space at the cen-
ter for Majority World adolescent development research. We
call on developmental science journals to review and revise
their aim and scope to explicitly include Majority World
developmental research that focuses on topics of relevance
to youth contextualized in their everyday contexts and uses

methods most apt for such work (including qualitative and
narrative methods, Bermudez et al, 2016; participatory
methods Kia-Keating & Juang, 2022; indigenous ways of
knowledge construction, Moreno Sandoval et al., 2016; using
language that affirms youth experiences, Ndimande, 2012).
Developmental science journals should consider requiring
all submissions, not just those pertaining to Majority World
communities, to discuss the relevance of the topics for the
youth, situate youth in their daily contexts, and use methods
most suitable. Journals should require all submissions to pro-
vide a rationale for the particular community or sample cho-
sen and to describe in detail demographics of samples upon
which findings are derived (see Journal Article Reporting
Standards for Race, Ethnicity, and Culture, American
Psychological Association, 2024; the sociocultural policy,
Society for Research in Child Development, 2020). Journals
should require authors to describe the expertise of the re-
search team, including familiarity and lived experiences
with the communities being studied, and consider training
journal editors and reviewers to effectively evaluate research
in Majority World communities. To prepare the next gen-
eration of developmental scientists who can help transform
our science, graduate training programs in developmental
science may include decolonial theory and the relevance of
indigenous psychologies in their curricula.

These efforts can lead to generating knowledge that may
challenge theories and findings based on Minority World
samples, expand the scientific understanding of adolescence,
with applicability to the 85% of world's adolescents who con-
tinue to be highly underrepresented in our science. A com-
prehensive and inclusive developmental knowledge base can
inform prevention and intervention science to support the
well-being of adolescents globally. Adolescents and their
families in the Majority World have a wide range of lived ex-
periences and belief and value systems from which those in
the Minority World can benefit. In this way, research from
the Majority world has the potential to offer alternate models
of human development to the Minority World, making de-
velopmental science a truly global discipline.
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