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1 OVERARCHING ABSTRACT

The purpose of this dissertation is to determine if we can conceptualise a method of revolt that
more appropriately approaches the existential threat of the climate crisis through an absurdist
perspective. The intention is to apply the theory of revolt, which is found in absurdism, to
responses to the climate crisis and, through this application, determine how the ideal approach
coupled with social tipping points can promote a better response to the climate crisis. In this sense,
two broader groups are investigated in this dissertation. Radical climate activism is covered in the
first article as representative of the more informal responses to the climate crisis, whilst the
institutional responses, covered in the second article, are representative of the official responses
from governmental bodies and non-governmental organisations. The investigation of radical
climate activism focuses on the disruptive protest actions frequently used by groups in this
category, whilst the investigation into the institutional responses focusses on their frequent neglect
of groups that are more vulnerable to the climate crisis. This institutional harm is frequently done
through their adoption of solutions that either exclude or actively harm these groups. These
responses are then evaluated to determine if they are good or bad revolt, where an action of bad
revolt would be considered as one that either ignores or actively harms humans whilst good revolt
would be representative of actions that seek to preserve present human lives and wellbeing. Once
the aspects of the approaches indicative of good revolt are understood, social tipping points are
investigated to determine how these good aspects may influence the societal shift in the approach
of the climate crisis. The primary method that is utilised here is in the form of a literature study. The
absurd (as defined by Albert Camus), social tipping points, the radical climate activist movements,
the effects of the climate crisis on vulnerable groups, and the institutional responses are
investigated based on existing literature on the subject. Whilst there are contemporary articles that
touch on the absurd and the climate crisis (e.g. Chaix 2019; Lowan-Trudeau 2021; Stopicr 2022),
as well as the effect the crisis has on vulnerable groups, the role that revolt plays, as well as the
nuances between good and bad revolt, is frequently neglected. This dissertation, therefore, will

explore this section of applied absurdism.

2 KEY WORDS:

Revolt, climate crisis, postapocalyptic environmentalism, climate strategies, tipping points,

absurdism




3 OVERARCHING INTRODUCTION:

In their Sixth Assessment Report, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has stated that
Anthropogenic Global Warming (AGW) had led to unprecedented conditions for ecosystems both
on land and in the sea (2022:45). They further stated that, as a result of AGW, water security has
been altered, leading to floods and droughts that disproportionately affects vulnerable groups.
AGW can be defined as the long-term contribution of human industry and agriculture on the
increasing temperature of the Earth’s atmosphere (Mcrae, n.d.). According to the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) (2023:88-89), observations of losses and
damages, increased vulnerability and lacking adaptation strategies provide a significant problem.
They (2023:88-89) argue that a shift towards a sustainable model (that includes the combination of
sustainable development, mitigation, and adaptation) would be more beneficial. As part of this shift,
policy changes are needed in order to shift to this model before the window of opportunity closes
(IPCC, 2023:88-89). The issue of our contribution towards the climate crisis, how it affects the
vulnerable, and how we should respond to it, will be the issue discussed in this dissertation. To that
end, we begin by first discussing absurdism, the philosophical theory | will apply to this problem, as

well as the origin of the conceptual theory.

Within the broader works of Camus, the absurd can be understood under more than one definition.
The two definitions of importance to this dissertation can be found in “The Myth of Sisyphus” and
“The Rebel’. In “The Myth of Sisyphus”, Camus describes the absurd as both the inherent
meaninglessness of existence, as well as our desire to ascribe meaning upon existence at all
costs. This can be seen in the statement that conscious awareness, constitutes the existence of
Sisyphus’ torture (Camus, 2018:121). In this sense, the desire to ascribe meaning to the
meaningless absurd leads to existential strife. Within “The Rebel”, Camus (2013:12) equates the
absurd with the suffering of life and death, whilst metaphysical rebellion becomes the desire to
unite against this absurd. In this way, the absurd comes to represent those aspects of suffering,
and revolt becomes the collective response against it. Faced with the absurd, the individual can
resort to three solutions discussed by Camus in “The Myth of Sisyphus” more broadly. These are:
The first response to the absurd is suicide, which is the “absurd reasoning” (Camus, 2018:9) that
leads the individual to believe that life is not worth living (Camus, 2018:4). This reaction against the
absurd is seen by Camus (2018:3) as the “one truly serious philosophical problem” and is the basis
for his exploration into the absurd. Building on this, Camus next investigates a second response to
the absurd, which is philosophical suicide. When criticising Kierkegaard’s leap of faith (Foley,
2008:8), Camus (2018:38) states that: “If he substitutes for his cry of revolt a frantic adherence, at

once he is led to blind himself to the absurd which hitherto enlightened him and to deify the only




certainty he henceforth possesses, the irrational”. For Camus (2018:32-33,38) then, philosophical
suicide is the reaction whereby the irrational absurd is deified in a manner to avoid confrontation of
the absurd. In this way, the individual does not recognise the meaninglessness of the absurd, but
rather seeks to create a larger meaning to hide this inherent meaninglessness. In this approach the
individual chooses a convenient solution to their existential strife in place of its complete
confrontation. With reference to confrontation, the third response to the absurd is that of revolt.
Camus (2018:121) compares revolt with the struggle of Sisyphus where he compares our daily
struggles with that of Sisyphus and his punishment of pushing a boulder up a hill. In this
comparison, the rebel should revolt against the meaninglessness of existence, as Sisyphus revolts
against his eternal punishment by remaining happy (Camus, 2018:121,123). When mentioning
revolt, rebellion and revolution (which for the sake of clarity we will use interchangeably, as Camus
also does) there is broadly two approaches we will discuss in this article, namely “good” and “bad”

revolt.

In his book “The Rebel”, Albert Camus (2013), confronts the role the rebel plays in their revolt
against the absurd. In this book, Camus argues that there are good and bad aspects to revolt as it
appears throughout history. It is this understanding of the good and the bad of revolt that can guide
the individual towards a better confrontation of the absurd — one that considers the lives and
wellbeing of other humans as crucial, and highlights the importance of not using or harming those
individuals in the process of rebellion. A more exhaustive exploration on the exact difference
between good and bad revolt will be done in both these articles’ sections on revolt (Section 4.3 and
5.5). Though directed at political rebellions throughout history, the theory may also be relevant

when analysing radical climate activism in response to the climate crisis.

When looking at revolt and the climate crisis, it is important to consider the role of individuals, as
well as institutions. In a previous article (Coetzee & Loubser, 2024), | investigated the connection

LT

between Camus’ “philosophical suicide” and the belief that the individual can easily counteract the
crisis through actions such as recycling to determine how an absurdist approach would influence
this problem. In this dissertation, the intention is to look more broadly at the potential actions of the
individual with regards to influencing change in institutions. For the individual, there is a question of
how to respond to the climate crisis, for instance by questioning which institutions to support.
Institutions frequently dominate the debate regarding counteracting the climate crisis, either due to
their action or inaction. We can see this with the IPCC’s statement, from the start of the
introduction, reinforcing the importance of policy in counteracting the climate crisis. As will be
touched on in the second article, the actions or inactions of institutions, such as governments, will
frequently be felt more intensely by those groups of individuals most susceptible to the negative

effects of the climate crisis, such as droughts, fires, and floods, through either a lack of resources



of due to their locations. Additionally, the situation these groups face tend to be sparsely

documented, leading to a general lack of awareness regarding their plights.

Along with this aspect, these inactions by institutions may lead to the rise of radical climate activist
groups who call for change in the institutions they see as having largely failed to sufficiently
address the climate crisis. In this dissertation | will refer to these groups as “radical” due to their
actions, as will be explored in the first article, qualifying them as such in accordance with the
Merriam-Webster (2026) definitions; “favoring [sic] extreme changes in existing views, habits,
conditions, or institutions” and “associated with political views, practices, and policies of extreme
change”. Additionally, the word “radical” is used due to it being the naming convention used by
Lambert (2012). Amongst their aims, these groups seek to convince governments to stop the use
of fossil fuels, deforestation, and similarly environmentally damaging actions. In striving to
encourage governmental policy change, they frequently disrupt the public to encourage a constant
awareness of the climate crisis. As a consequence of these disruptive practices, these groups are
highly controversial, raising the question as to whether their behaviour can be considered ethical at
all. In a similar vein, the issue of public perception comes into play when discussing these groups,
as the groups are frequently viewed in a negative light. For example, Berglund (2025) highlights
the vilification of these movements by politicians, media, corporations, and think tanks, leading to
the dehumanization of the activists in an attempt to separate them from their cause, leading to

them losing the publics support.

The importance of the above, can be further be related to the idea of social tipping points, which
can be defined as the critical point, when forcing change in a system, after which it is categorically
changed (Deutloff et al., 2025). This is connected to social tipping dynamics, which Otto et al.
(2020:2355) defines as processes that spread in complex social networks that are difficult to stop.
In this sense, the discussion relating to social tipping points, and the climate crisis, will focus on the
idea of perpetuating societal change, that is self-sustaining, in order to promote the better
approaches to the climate crisis | will discuss in this dissertation. To this end, it is worth noting that
the application of social tipping points to the climate crisis is not a new idea, with theories existing
that explore how society can be influenced to inspire better behaviour in relation to our
environmental awareness (see Nijsse et al., 2025:102; Otto et al., 2020:2357-2361; Westly et al.,
2011:767). The idea here is that behaviour reaching a critical threshold, or tipping point, will
become ingrained to the point where it is normalised. In this sense, environmentally aware

behaviour can be fostered in society through the use of these tipping points.



Taking the above into consideration, the question may be asked: Can we formulate a better

approach to the climate crisis by combining absurdism and social tipping points?

The purpose of this article is to argue that absurdism can assist the individual in their response to
the climate crisis, by indicating what actions, taken by individuals and institutions, may constitute
good and bad revolt. Additionally, this article will tie this absurdist approach to social tipping points
by drawing on its arguments regarding the spread of social change. In this sense, this dissertation
will investigate the radical climate activist approach and determine whether it is an appropriate
response for the individual, or whether the individual should rather aim to counteract the crisis by

supporting institutions whose policies align with the more ethical principles of good revolt.

This dissertation will, therefore, be composed of two articles investigating two approaches to the
climate crisis. These two articles will be concluded with an overarching conclusion to unify the

findings of the articles.



4 AN ABSURDIST APPROACH TO RADICAL CLIMATE ACTIVISM:
UNDERSTANDING RESPONSES TO THE CLIMATE CHANGE
PROBLEM

4.1 Abstract

The purpose of this article is to determine if we can conceptualise revolt that more appropriately
approaches the climate crisis through an absurdist perspective. The intention is to apply the theory
of revolt, which is found in absurdism, to the climate crisis. The primary method that is utilised here
is in the form of a literature study. The absurd (as defined by Albert Camus), as well as the activist
movements, are investigated based on existing literature on the subject. While there are
contemporary articles that touch on the absurd and the climate crisis, the role that revolt plays, as
well as the nuances between good and bad revolt, is frequently neglected. This article, therefore,
will explore this section of applied absurdism, as well as touching on the role that personal

responsibility plays therein.

4.2 Introduction

Where the climate crisis is concerned, it seems as if the light at the end of the tunnel keeps getting
dimmer. News of climate disasters and increasing global surface and sea temperatures have
become an almost common occurrence (CDP, 2025; Chapungu, 2020; CityHope Disaster Relief,
2025; Cohen, 2025; Datz, 2025; IDMC, 2025; Mbiyozo et al., 2022; Ngcobo, 2025; WMO, 2023;
WMO, 2024). Can it be that the relationship between some of the climate activist movements and
the absurd is based in bad revolt? Additionally, the question may arise as to what differentiates

good and bad revolt.

In his book, How to Blow up a Pipeline, Andreas Malm (2021), discusses the state of
environmental activism. He concludes that the current movements still have a lot to work on to be
better activist movements (Malm 2021). When we look at the movements that oppose the climate
crisis, we are faced with the frequently termed “radical climate activist” groups. These groups are
usually seen protesting the actions of governments and organisations that further the crisis by
disrupting infrastructure that is frequently needed by the public. This can be seen in the disruption
of roads, public transport, and pipelines that | will discuss during the examination of these groups
(In sections: 4.1.1 to 4.1.5) In approaching the climate crisis, these groups seek to end it through
their actions. However, as will be addressed in the section applying the absurd to these groups,

this approach may be problematic.




When a complex problem such as the climate crisis is approached, it may be imperative to
consider the philosophies that help us frame and think about this topic. One such philosophy is
Albert Camus’ absurdism and its proposed method of revolt. Absurdist revolt is the decision made
by the individual to continue fighting against the absurd nature of reality, which is seen as
unknowable, despite knowing that the fight is ultimately pointless (Coetzee and Loubser 2024). In
The Rebel, Camus (2013, xii) argues that “[r]ebellion arises from the spectacle of the irrational
coupled with an unjust and incomprehensible condition”. In the context of The Rebel, the absurd is
approached as representing “evil” and “injustice”, with the rebellion of the rebel being done against
a world exhibiting these aspects, without the rebel falling into the absurd themselves (Sagi 2002).
This can be seen when Camus (2013, 12) states that “[m]etaphysical rebellion is the justified claim
of a desire for unity against the suffering of life and death”. As this article will heavily focus on the
concept of revolt found in The Rebel, | will focus on the idea of the absurd as sometimes leading to
injustice in the world, with the rebel representing the human striving to act against the absurd. The
rebel has to act against the absurd while not also exhibiting the aspects of the absurd (i.e.,

injustice) it revolts against.

The question that will form the crux of this article can now be formulated. How does revolt appear
in the context of radical climate activism, and can absurdist revolt lead to a better approach to
general climate activism? To answer this, the ideal method of absurdist revolt is examined in

relation to some contemporary as well as earlier examples of climate activist movements.

The purpose here is to determine if we can conceptualise a method of revolt that more
appropriately approaches the climate crisis through an absurdist perspective. The intention is to
apply the theory of revolt found in absurdism to the climate crisis. While there are contemporary
articles that touch on the absurd and the climate crisis (e.g. Chaix 2019; Lowan-Trudeau 2021;
Stopicr 2022), the role that revolt plays and the nuances between good and bad revolt are
frequently neglected. This article, therefore, will explore this section of applied absurdism as well

as touching on the role that personal responsibility plays.

The primary method that is utilised here is in the form of a literature study. The absurd (as defined
by Albert Camus) and the activist movements are investigated based on existing literature on the
subject. Revolt is primarily approached based upon information garnered from Albert Camus’s The
Rebel. Finally, some examples of radical climate activist groups are explored based upon what is

found on them in the public domain and in news sources.

In considering the problems this article covers, the following sections will function as its structure.
Firstly, the movements themselves are discussed. This is done by examining a few examples of
the movements, and the actions and controversies that they are responsible for. Secondly, an
analysis of the particularities surrounding good revolt is done. In this section, good and bad revolt
is discussed and compared. Lastly, the activist movements are evaluated based on the principles

gathered from the previous section, as well as how good revolt would appear in this context.



4.3 The movements

4.3.1 Extinction Rebellion

The Extinction Rebellion movement (XR) is an environmental activist group that focuses on
disruption as its main strategy. It is focused on disrupting the status quo through non-violent
means. XR focuses on what it terms “non-violent direct-action” as its main strategy in persuading
governments to focus on the climate crisis (XR 2023, 2). In this strategy, XR demands that
governments tell the truth in relation to the climate crisis, act to halt the progress of the climate
crisis, and government actions must be led by citizens (XR 2023). An example of this disruption is
the takeover of famous sites and roads to obstruct and disrupt business as usual (Johnston and

Bonnett 2023). However, this method of disruption remains a contentious strategy.

The strategy employed by XR has attracted frequent criticism concerning its targets. Among these
problematic targets, the 2019 London Tube disruption may be of particular note. In his book, How
fo Blow up a Pipeline, Andreas Malm (2021), criticises the movement for, among other reasons, its
actions of shutting down public transport and assaulting a commuter during a 2019 London protest.
This targeted public transport, the very thing espoused as a possible solution to the crisis, and
negatively affected the commuters that relied on it (Malm, 2021). The incident occurred when XR
protestors were violently removed by bystanders after they scaled trains on the London Tube in an
attempt to disrupt the network (ABC News 2019; BBC 2019; Townsend 2019; Yeung and
Mackintosh 2019). The controversy here was primarily due to the target being a public transport
network. In doing this, XR not only disrupted something that is usually seen as a solution to motor
vehicle pollution, but they also disrupted the lives of commuters who may not be in a position to do
much about government or business actions concerning the climate. In what will continue to be a
common theme with these movements going forward, the selection of inappropriate targets for

disruption seems to be an unfortunate theme.

By disrupting the lives of normal citizens, it is understandable that these individuals will have a less
than positive opinion of these movements. However, when it comes to XR, it has seemingly tried to
address these concerns. In an attempt to improve their public image, to the effect of increasing the
number of attendants, XR has decreed a shift away from disruptive tactics towards a seemingly
more inclusive protest-based model (XR 2022; Booth 2023; Brown 2023). In theory, this move may
be a beneficial one in the sense that it incentivises the participation of those individuals who would
have otherwise been repelled by the disruptive actions of XR. This strategy could be better
positioned to achieve what it sets out to do, and perhaps this is a model that may draw more

attention to the crisis and motivate real change.



The main issue here seemingly revolves around a pertinent question: what is the relationship
between non-violent protests and the destruction it sometimes inspires? As Malm (2021:36-44)
argues, change of this nature is usually brought about by a dualism of movements that are not
connected yet inadvertently support each other; one movement is dedicated to pacifism and talks,
the other to more destructive means of coercion. To this degree, if XR is jockeying for the more
pacifist position, it would be necessary to also evaluate a few examples of movements that may
occupy the other half of the duality. As such, we should next look at some of those movements that

may occupy this half of the duality.

4.3.2 The A22 Network

The A22 Network is a network of climate activist groups that all share a similar goal. This network
is dedicated to the idea that it is the last generation that can steer the world away from climate
collapse. They intend to do this by forcing governments to eliminate carbon emissions (A22
Network n.d.). Looking at some of the groups that form part of this network, it becomes clear that
disruption is the primary tool used to try and force a carbon emission-free world. To explore this

network, | will focus on some of the more notable groups, that constitute a part of this network.

4.3.3 Just Stop Oil

Just Stop Qil (JSO) is a group similar to XR, focusing more on stopping the opening of new gas
and coal plants. They do this by campaigning for the UK government to stop its licensing of coal
and gas plants (Just Stop Oil 2024). At face value, this goal seems well-intentioned. However, the
problems arise primarily when you consider the controversy surrounding their methods for

achieving this.

As of the time this article was written, one of the most recent events courting controversy has been
the sentencing of five JSO protestors for their disruption in London. After being arrested for
blockading the M25 motorway for four days, and causing catastrophic delays, five JSO protestors
have, in what is a historic first for the UK, been given a four-year sentence, with the main
perpetrator, Roger Hallam, being given a five-year sentence (Gaye 2024; Le Monde 2024,
Snowden 2024; Symonds 2024). It is not the purpose of this article to comment on the implications
that this severe type of sentence has. However, with regard to the protestors, their actions may be
misguided. When comparing this protest with that of the 2019 XR protest, there appears to be a
similarity. Both protests targeted the public, and both protests were unpopular for this reason. The
actions of JSO in this protest and its unpopularity are severely overshadowed, however, by the

heavy sentences they received. If we consider XR in their apparent new strategy as occupying a



more passive approach, the actions of JSO reveal them to be on the more extreme side. Disruption
seems to be the main strategy that they utilise to attain their goals. However, it should be noted
that though they are unpopular for this disruption, JSO is still dedicated to passivism and non-

violent protests.

4.3.4 The Last Generation

The Last Generation/Letzte Generation (TLJ) is a youth organisation that is focused on taking
charge against governance with relation to the climate crisis. TLG sees it as the responsibility of
“the last generation that can effectively end climate change” to take a stand against policies that
would lead to more emissions. They are a national German student-led organisation that brings
attention to the climate crisis through acts of disruption such as the blockade of major roads and
shutting off of pipelines (Letzte Generation n.d.; The Last Generation n.d.). Their disruptive
strategies, like JSO and XR, are primarily aimed at breaking the veil of normality in order to
necessitate governments to understand their demands for a fossil fuel-free world. To understand
the particular type of disruption of TLG, let us now consider one of the more recent incidents on

record.

As part of their disruptions, TLG has caused the shutdown of numerous pipelines throughout
Germany. The idea here is to disrupt oil flow to encourage a decreased use through acts of
sabotage. On numerous occasions, TLG has cut off oil flow by engaging the emergency stop valve
located at points along a pipeline; many of these disruptions are done to cause the government to
move away from fossil fuels, and the perpetrators are usually arrested without resisting (Letzte
Generation 2022a; 2022b; 2022c). One of these shutdowns occurred between Trieste, Italy, and
Ingolstadt, Germany (News Wires, 2023). This disruption is closer to the source of the fossil fuel
problem. This therefore distinguishes it from actions that target the public. In the context of this
article, the primary targets are usually those a movement directly opposes, e.g. pipelines, while
indirect targets are usually utilised to bring attention to the striving against a primary target. This
disruption, rather than directly targeting the public, hits closer to the true intended target. Along
with the continuation of these types of disruptions, TLG has decided on alterations to their strategy

of road disruptions.

TLG has announced that it will no longer carry out road-based disruption. This comes after the
sheer amount of negative backlash caused a reconsideration of this strategy. In place of the road
disruptions, TLG has decided to continue with the disruption of fossil fuel targets, such as
pipelines, as well as focus more on larger protests (APNews 2024; Russel 2024). This move away
from seemingly targeting the public may be good for their public perception. However, the actions
of TLG, XR and the wider A22 Network still follow a common pacifist ideal. Therefore, we must

next focus on their predecessors to discover if this is merely a tenet of the recent movements.
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4.3.5 Earth First! and some of its offshoots

Before the Extinction Rebellion and the A22 Network, there were a selection of movements that
espoused and were united by the ideas put forth by deep ecology. Deep ecology is, briefly put, a
philosophy predicated on the belief that nature has intrinsic (not extrinsic) value (Madsen 2024).
Additionally, Madsen (2024), argues that deep ecology sees the self as forming a part of nature,
not standing separately from it. In this sense, deep ecology advocates for a change in perception
where humans are no longer seen as above nature, but rather as forming part of it. In this way,
acting against nature is acting against ourselves and, similarly, damaging nature directly damages
us. Based upon these ideals, various movements sprung up with the idea of standing against the
exploitation of nature. In this article, | will consider three of those movements, Earth First! (EF!),
and two of its offshoots, Earth Liberation Front (ELF) and Evan Mecham Eco-Terrorist International
Conspiracy (EMETIC).

The Earth First! movement was one of the most controversial and well-known of the early radical
environmentalist movements. It saw itself as the defender of nature and would cause the
destruction of infrastructure related to its exploitation. According to Lambert (2012), the EF!
movement, which was a decentralised radical environmental group that came into existence due to
frustration with poor results from reform tactics, made use of various strategies aimed at curtailing
the exploration of nature. Some of these techniques included driving metal stakes into trees to
hinder logging, sabotaging bulldozers and helicopters, destroying billboards, removing survey
stakes, human disruption through physically blocking equipment with their bodies, and sitting in
trees to prevent their removal. Fascinatingly, the origin of this movement is based on a sense of
frustration that environmentalists had with official channels. It is therefore a movement that came
about due to a sense of profound concern regarding the exploitation of nature and the continued
lack of attention given to the problem. However, concerns regarding its strategies led to members

leaving to create their own movements (Lambert 2012).

One such movement was the Earth Liberation Front. ELF was formed based on similar principles
to EF!, but with a drastic escalation of destructive methods. ELF formed after disagreements
regarding the perceived passivity of EF! While starting with similar sabotage actions as EF!, ELF
later escalated to destructive methods such as arson. These actions eventually led to activists
receiving sentences as long as 22 years in the United States of America (USA) (Lambert 2012).
These actions were widely criticised as counterproductive by other activists (Lambert 2012). This,
so far, is perhaps the most extreme example of radical activism, as it includes the destruction of
property. While many of these groups actively disrupt infrastructure, none go so far as to destroy it.
However, even if the intention was not to actively harm humans, in reality the consequences of

acts such as arson may inadvertently lead to indirect harm to individuals. This could complicate the
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claims that the group does not harm individuals at all. However, the same cannot be said for the
harm this movement may have caused the reputation of environmental movements in general. To
understand this problem more appropriately, we will first need to look at perhaps one of the most

extreme examples.

The Evan Mecham Eco-Terrorist International Conspiracy (EMETIC) was an extremely radical
environmental movement that first targeted ski-lifts on Navajo land in the US, afterwards moving on
to sabotaging 29 power lines connecting to a uranium mine. The ultimate goal was to sabotage
nuclear facilities in California, Arizona and Colorado, but the movement was brought down after the
FBI arrested key members such as its founder (and co-founder of EF!) Dave Foreman (Lambert
2012). This movement, although relatively short-lived, is a notable one because it may indicate the
possible extremes that these movements can be driven to. The movement seems to have targeted
infrastructure based on its infringements on Navajo land, as well as having a particular interest in

targeting nuclear infrastructure on these lands.

The actions of movements such as EMETIC and ELF eventually led to a crackdown on the so-
called “eco-terrorists” by the US government. This crackdown resulted in the imprisonment of
activists associated with these groups, as well as the creation of general public hostility towards
environmental groups. Lambert (2012) argues that the continued eco-terrorist actions eventually
led to a congressional hearing where ELF and the Animal Liberation Front, a group closely tied to
ELF, were discussed, leading to an increase in punitive actions against movements of this type.
The implications of this term seem to imply a general discontent with and mistrust of radical

environmental groups.

When analysing these groups, public sentiment seems to play a large role in a lot of the aspects
surrounding them. These earlier groups targeted infrastructure in an attempt to remove it. When
we look at the later movements, the actions seem to be focused more towards directing attention
to the problem and never letting the public pretend the issue does not exist. In both cases, the
public tended to react negatively to the actions. In the case of the older movements, it might have
been fear. However, when one considers the outrage regarding the newer movements, it appears
more that there is a prevailing sense of annoyance and contempt at their actions. It does not
escape notice, however, that in the case of the later movements, any type of reaction by the public
would mean that the groups were somewhat successful if their goal was simply to shatter the
pervasive public denial about the climate issue. Having now discussed some of the movements',

we now move on to discussing absurdist revolt.

! For another example of a group supporting climate activism, see Beautiful Trouble (n.d.).
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4.4 Absurdist revolt

In The Rebel, Camus expands on various aspects that are dominant in revolt. For the sake of this
explanation, these will be classified as either good or bad revolt. In this section, the aspects of
good and bad revolt will be discussed in an attempt to understand what may be considered the
incorrect path towards revolt, and what the absurdist approach to the climate crisis may be.
Additionally, revolt and absurdism will be investigated based on their portrayal in The Rebel as

outlined in the introduction of this article.

4.4.1 Badrevolt

4.4.1.1 Sacrifice

The first aspect of bad revolt that will be explored in this article centres around the particularities of
service to causes steeped in problematic values. In The Rebel, this can be seen in the comparison
between revolutionaries serving humanity and those serving abstract doctrines or causes.
According to Camus (2013), in reference to rebellions before the Russian revolutions of 1878, the
revolutionaries dedicated themselves completely to a cause that served humanity through acts of
compassionate revolution that valued human life highly, choosing to have that same humanity later
judge them for their actions. After this, it became the habit to fully dedicate oneself to the revolution
in service of an abstract doctrine or cause that was unknowable to the revolutionaries in all its
details except that their full dedication was needed to advance it (Camus 2013). However, the
revolution is not considered the end-in-itself (intrinsic value) for Camus, who sees it merely as a
method to serve humanity (instrumental value). Although the revolution may be necessary, it is not
the teleological endpoint. This privilege is given to the individual and humanity, which should be
served by the rebellion (Camus 2013). Therefore, the dedication of oneself in service of a
revolution that does not mean to serve humanity is seen as a bad revolt. This is a revolution that
serves an abstract cause or doctrine not related to helping humans. In this way, the individual
serves a revolution that merely seeks to preserve itself, and not to contribute to humanity in a

meaningful manner.

4.4.1.2 Present and future

It is at this point that the concept of the future should be addressed as expounded in The Rebel.

Camus states that the sentiment of achieving some future value frequently has unintended
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negative consequences. He (2013) argues that choices made in advancing a future by any means
frequently ignore the lives and suffering of the victims of these choices. This is supported by two
sections in The Rebel. Camus states that this manner of revolt is used to disregard attaining
present human happiness for the sake of attaining future happiness, and that bad revolt sacrifices
present justice for the sake of attaining a state of profound and total justice in the future (Camus
2013). This type of revolt, which is willing to use present unhappiness to achieve a possible state
of future happiness is seen as profoundly misguided. It runs the risk of designating resources to a
goal that may not help at all, instead of assigning it to assisting the lives of those already suffering.
It is not for nothing that Camus regards this type of future-centred attitude as forming part of a bad

revolt.

4.4.1.3 Power (ends justify the means)

Camus has a somewhat cautious manner in approaching revolt, and revolution in particular. For
Camus, much of the historical revolutions have been solely dedicated to survival. He (2013) argues
that for the revolution to survive, it needs to accumulate power, and so the main purpose of
revolution changes into a drive to attain and retain power in a bid to survive. This sole and
existential focus on power leaves the revolution in a position where it forsakes those it swore to
serve. This is the cycle where revolution turns from serving humanity towards serving itself, and it
is the catalyst for bad revolt, which is solely concerned with matters of the cause instead of

humanity. This mentality justifies anything so that the cause may preserve itself.

When rebellion starts to serve only the cause, it may erroneously justify great atrocities to prevent
its own destruction. In this sense, the revolution may justify the use, as pawns, of those it swore to
serve, in its perpetual struggle for survival. This is what Camus may mean when he states that
professional revolutionaries use the masses as but another means to an end (Camus 2013). This
is a revolution that has abandoned its primary cause for the pursuit of power and survival and has,
as was previously mentioned, abandoned its servitude of humanity, making it a bad revolt. Instead
of serving humanity through a cause, this type of rebellion has opted for the use of humanity to
serve its cause. All of these aspects of bad revolt culminate in the facade of a revolt that has lost

itself.

4.4.1.4 Facade

An aspect of a bad revolt is its need to appear as a good revolt. To this end, bad revolt will make
an effort to hide the aspects of itself that can designate it as defective. An aspect of this may be

found in the sections of The Rebel that concern the Romantics and their form of rebellion. In The
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Rebel, Camus refers to the rebellion of the Romantics as one characterised by a constant need to
have their rebellion observed for it to be complete (Camus 2013). It may be that what Camus refers
to here is the concept that revolt done in bad faith is usually only done for appearance’s sake. The
terminology implying that this rebel needs to have their actions constantly observed may
strengthen this claim as it may refer to a rebel who stops being a rebel as soon as no one is there
to observe their rebellion. For the bad rebel, to revolt is to play at revolt in those moments when
they are seen by and among people, but when they are alone, rebellion no longer serves any
purpose. Having now discussed the particularities of bad revolt, our attention should next focus on

what Camus considers a good revolt.

4.4.2 Good revolt

4.4.2.1 Future

The most succinct way to summarise the attitude that good revolt holds with regard to the future
would be as a concept that is not owed unbridled (or unqualified) attention. Good revolt does not
sacrifice for the sake of the future, yet it is not solely focused on the present. Camus (2013: 246),
vocalises this with his statement that “[rleal generosity towards the future lies in giving everything
to the present”. Instead of dedicating all our efforts to furthering a future that we cannot control, we
should focus on improving the present and, by way of this, bring about a better future for everyone.
The reason for this scepticism towards future-centric thinking lies in it tending to justify injustices
and suffering in the present to bring about said future. The mentality stating that the ends justify the

means is heavily critiqued by Camus as bringing about needless suffering.

Good revolt is the modification of “the ends justify the means” to a more appropriate “the means
justify the ends”. For good revolt, humanity is valued above an end, and therefore cannot be
sacrificed. Camus (2013) argues that the ends have to be justified by the means, and that revolt is
a means not an end in itself. The common denominator among these two extracts may be the
refusal to treat humanity as a means to an end. Good revolt does not require the justification of its
means, it rather stipulates that the ends have to be justified by the means we use to achieve it.
This precludes the sacrificing of human well-being to achieve a goal, or to further a cause. Instead,

humanity should be respected as an end in itself.

4.4.2.2 Constructive v. destructive acts of revolt

As opposed to other forms of revolt, good revolt is primarily dedicated to creation rather than

destruction. Rebellion that serves humanity can only be constructive because for it to be anything
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else would lead to it no longer serving humanity. Two sections from The Rebel come to mind here
in supporting this statement. Firstly, Camus (2013) argues that it would be illogical for revolt to
serve humanity while being destructive. Secondly, for it to be considered true, rebellion is first and
foremost the creation of values (Camus 2013). Good revolt would do anything necessary to avoid
destruction and, therefore, since violence can be seen as a particularly extreme form of
destruction, it follows that good revolt is also staunchly dedicated to non-violent acts of revolt. This
aspect of good revolt (i.e. its dedication to constructive measures over destructive ones) forms the

basis of the argument of this article.

The prevalence of acts of destruction in a movement should dissuade the rebel from dedicating
themself to its causes. The rebel should not support any movements that may include rampant
acts of destruction and should, instead, seek to support those that do not. What we may observe in
this statement is support for revolt that is constructive. To this end, the rebel has a responsibility to

support institutions with constructive tendencies instead of those that utilise destruction.

When considering the idea of responsibility in The Rebel, | will be examining its appearances in the
revolt against the absurd. In this revolt, the rebel has a responsibility to act against human suffering
in the world without contributing to it. Camus (2013) argues that rebellion advocates for change
that is on behalf of life. He also goes on to argue that while rebellion is the acceptance of the
shortcomings of humanity, these shortcomings should be worked against, while never allowing
them to be enacted on the world (Camus 2013). Here, rebellion means to acknowledge that the
absurd cannot be conquered, while emphasising that to do anything but strive against it would
mean to add to it (Foley 2008). In this sense, a large aspect of what makes revolt good lies in its
willingness to take responsibility. It accepts the responsibility that it needs to act against injustice
and human suffering in the world, because to remain passive means to condone it. However, it
also acknowledges the responsibility that it has to not contribute to this human suffering (for
instance, by committing acts of destruction or violence). The rebel is responsible for acts of
creation that counteract the human suffering in the world, while focusing on not contributing acts of

destruction as this contributes to the absurd.

This brings us to the conclusion of this section and, in turn, to the expression of the core principal
advocated throughout it: the concept of responsibility takes centre stage when we consider acts of
revolt. It is the responsibility of the rebel to create, not destroy, and to support institutions to this
end. Therefore, responsibility in good revolt is striving against human suffering, while not

contributing to it.
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4.4.2.3 Freedom

The freedom of good revolt is the freedom that each individual owes themselves without infringing
on others. It is a freedom that is “relative” and not “absolute”. Camus (2013) argues that while the
rebel demands freedom for themselves, they never demand the right to suppress the freedoms of
others, nor to destroy their existence. Freedom lies in the relative freedoms and in the denial of
that absolute total freedom where the impossibility of unlimited (or unchecked) power lies (Camus
2013). Freedom is, therefore, not absolute. It is never the freedom to suppress the rights of others,
it is merely the freedom to exist and to revolt. The rebels must recognise the impossibility of total
freedom, just as they should for total power. These concepts eventually lead to suffering. To

conclude this section on freedom, we now look at silence.

Good revolt is opposed to silence and its use as a means to disconnect. It sees this lack of
communication as the aspect responsible for division between humans. Camus (2013) argues that
the rebel stands against oppression, and therefore stands against terror, falsehood and servitude,
as these are the aspects of oppression that lead to disconnection. Falsehood divides people and
thus leads to the rise of oppression. Therefore, the rebel will fight against falsehood. Having now
considered the important aspects of revolt, the article will now consider the application of revolt to

radical climate activism.

4.5 Applied absurdism

In this section, | will look at the movements that arise in the face of environmental challenges and
apply the absurdist principles regarding revolt. The purpose here is to use the radical climate
movements to determine how good and bad revolt may appear in the climate activism sphere. To
this end, | will discuss the application of good and bad revolt within the following parameters:

constructive v. destructive revolt, sacrifice, future, power and freedom.

4.5.1 Constructive v. destructive acts of revolt

The concept of responsibility finds its appearance in the radical climate activist groups’ actions
against the perceived destruction of nature. When we consider the argument of deep ecology that
humans are a part of nature and not separate, as well as the premise that damaging nature
damages us in turn, any damages enacted against nature also becomes damaging to humanity. If
we therefore apply the theory of responsibility in revolt, three aspects are revealed that may hint at

some of these movements containing aspects of good revolt.

17



Firstly, for the aspects of these movements to be considered good revolt, they need to be
constructive to humanity. However, when looking at the actions the groups utilise, there is a distinct
focus on destruction and disruption. Furthermore, it should be noted that the destruction
perpetrated by some of these groups is not aimed at permanent damage. It is for this reason that
the newer of these movements will opt for the shutdown of pipelines instead of destroying them, or
the disruption of roads instead of permanently sabotaging them. The exception here is the older
movements that opt for the literal destruction of equipment and, in the case of EMETIC, even the

destruction of nuclear infrastructure.

The second of these aspects is the refusal of the deep ecology movements to support institutions
responsible for the destruction of nature. This may be seen in the aversion that some of these
groups have to working with official channels. This is true for EF!, where the express justification
for its foundation was the frustration members felt with the lack of results they got through following
the official channels. Good revolt can therefore be seen here in the movements’ reluctance to
follow institutions they perceive as destructive to nature. These movements can then be said to be
acting responsibly with regard to this aspect of activism because they have an aversion to

institutions that perpetrate the destruction of nature.

The third aspect that can be seen in these groups lies in the choice to act and the conditions of
accountability regarding their actions. The members of these activist groups act against the
destruction of nature through both disruptive actions and peaceful protests. From the perspective
of revolt, the argument can be made that inaction against the destruction of nature would be akin to
condoning this destruction. However, when acting against it, it is imperative to not resort to other
forms of destruction as well. These groups take an active approach against the destruction of
nature, and would therefore not be considered as engaging in a bad revolt on this basis. However,
the focus must be on the actions they take against the destruction of nature. When looking at the
practices of some of these movements, there is usually a theme of property destruction. This
destruction is usually not aimed at lasting harm but rather at temporary forms of disruption. The
intention is not to harm humans and through that nature itself, as these groups act to avoid actively
destructive practices. Further emphasising this would be the tendency for members of some of
these movements to take accountability for the damages of these disruptive practices. We can see
this occurring particularly in some of the later movements. For instance, at the pipeline shutdowns

carried out by The Last Generation, individuals remained at the locations and did not resist arrest.

4.5.2 Sacrifice

From an absurdist perspective, the sentiment that the destruction of nature, or the climate crisis,
can and will be stopped by the actions of the climate activist groups is bad revolt. This is because

there is evidence of “philosophical suicide” in the movements themselves. This is true concerning
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the words and communications of these groups themselves. For instance, the title page of The
Last Generation website refers to a victory over the climate crisis (The Last Generation n.d.), Just
Stop Oil demands an end to fossil fuels and vows to achieve this end (Just Stop Oil 2024), and The
A22 Network emphasises a victory over the climate crisis and its agents (A22 Network n.d.). These
examples, where movements fully appear to expect victory over the climate crisis, indicate that
they act without a full understanding of the absurdity of the problem they face. The problem here is
that this action without understanding becomes doubly catastrophic if done for the sake of a cause
and not humanity. The absurdist approach to the climate crisis would involve the recognition by the
movements that their actions against the climate crisis are marked by an improbability of success.

For more information on this, see Coetzee and Loubser (2024).

Sacrifice to achieve an end for the cause may lead the rebel down a road to destruction. The rebel
of a good revolt is an individual who revolts against the absurd, for themselves and humanity. It is
not a revolt done only for a cause. The application of this to the radical movements is fraught with
nuance and complexity, as it is clear that there are aspects of both human and cause here. The
movements certainly hold human life in high regard, yet they still do not refrain from the disruption
of human lives to achieve their ends. This use of human lives will be addressed later in this article.
For this section, it should be noted that these actions are taken to further a collective cause that
claims to have the best interests of humans at heart. However, a lot of the actions taken by these
groups are intended to court the public’s attention, whether good or bad. The intention can be to
heighten awareness of the climate crisis; however, the infatuation with public image, especially in
an age of the widespread use of mass communications and social media, clouds this. When these
groups disrupt, they frequently make it clear who they represent through their use of insignia, or
the frequent use of the colour orange in the case of the A22 Network. They are known first and
foremost for the groups they represent and the revolution they espouse. They are then running the
risk of being judged under this banner by a public that may come to associate the climate protest
more with them than with the problem they try to bring attention to. This is by no means a definitive
accusation that these movements solely protest to preserve the revolution, as Camus (2013) may
state. Rather, it is a caution against moving in this direction. For the problem that is the climate
crisis to be brought to attention, it should first and foremost be brought into the public eye.
However, in striving to bring attention to these causes, we can now look at perhaps one of the
most problematic ways that these movements garner attention, and the relationship this has with

the present and future.

4.5.3 Future

When considering the future, the rebels should be cautious of the steps they may take towards it.

So far in this analysis, the radical movements have been described as generally considerate of
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human well-being, yet there remains one glaring problem still in need of addressing. In acting
towards the future, it may be that these movements unduly disregard the present. In absurdist
revolt, a greater focus is put on the present lives of individuals over the future ones. Applied to the
climate crisis, it would make sense that actions improving the present lives of individuals are of
greater importance. In this way, certain disruptive action that is meant to bring attention to the
climate crisis is not present-focused. Though it will stand to save lives, those lives are very much in
the future. This is not to argue that no future-based focus is needed, but rather that, in the words of
Camus (2013: 246), “[r]eal generosity towards the future lies in giving everything to the present”.
The implication here is that rather than focusing solely on the future, these movements should
place greater attention on improving the present lives of humans. A great deal of focus is solely
placed on the act of bringing attention to the crisis and motivating governments to focus their
attention on countering this crisis. However, in doing this, it is perhaps prudent to consider the

human lives that will be disrupted.

The actions of the rebel should not have to be justified based upon the ends that it could achieve,
rather it should stand for itself. Good revolt is not the justification of means, rather it lies in the
principle that the means have to justify the ends. To this end, human lives cannot be used as a
means to an end. However, when discussing the radical climate activist groups and the strategy of
disruption, this problem of ends and means becomes particularly prominent. The main issue here
is that in many of the disruptive activities these groups carry out, humans are being used as
means. Take for instance the previously mentioned 2019 XR London protest that barred the public
from utilising the Tube system or, the actions of JSO protestors who blocked the M25 and, though
it is more directed, the actions of TLG activists in the delaying of flights at two large airports in
Germany. These actions are directed to elicit spectacle and bring attention to their cause.
However, whether intended to make the public aware, or to motivate the government to action,
these actions still treat the public as a means to an end. What is more prominent here is that the
role of the public in these incidents is purely valued based on the attention that their disruption may
garner for the cause. Though the cause may be justified, treating humans, many of whom have no
power to affect the crisis, only as a means is abhorrent. In this way, the activist groups no longer
act towards helping the public, but rather use them to achieve their own ends, often at the expense
of the public they once claimed to serve. This may be indicative of a revolution using those it swore
to serve to fuel its own survival. The public can be enlightened in a way that does not actively treat

them merely as a material means.

The focus on the future to the detriment of humans, who are then used as means, should be
dismissed as an act of bad revolt. Instead, it should rather be the intention of these groups to focus
on garnering public support through the improvement of present conditions relating to the climate
crisis, either through the improvement of the lives of those affected by the crisis, or through actions
directed towards the protection of nature. This is where, paradoxically, the more destructive

movements of the past somewhat better suit the principle of good revolt. Though these movements
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tended towards destruction (which considered on its own would constitute bad revolt), they at least
attempted to direct it towards those agents perceived as actively contributing to the crisis.
Furthermore, a lot of these actions were done in direct protection of nature. This, of course, is not
to say that the newer movements do not take part in targeted disruption, as there are examples of
them doing just this with TLG shutting down pipelines, but rather that the main strategy of
disruption these groups utilise is based in the usage of humans as a means to an end. The
problem is that a revolution that decides to use humans as a means may be more concerned with

power than human well-being.

4.5.4 Power

The rebels should refrain from being solely dedicated to the survival of the revolution lest they
forget the sanctity of life. Camus argues that bad revolutions will tend to reach a point where they
are dedicated to survival, with the only means to this survival the attainment of power. Therefore,
the rebel that finds themselves in this stage of bad revolt will be more inclined to use those they
swore to serve as a means of survival. In the context of the radical climate activist movements, this
power may be seen as the drive to stay relevant. These groups claim to serve nature as well as
humanity; however, the strategy of disruption they employ, as was previously mentioned, makes
frequent use of the public as a means to broadcast their demands. The movements need to stay
relevant to survive; however, it is important to note that the disruption of public life may be abusing
the very people they swore to serve. This is not to say that these movements have reached the
survival stage of rebellion, but rather to indicate a perilous path that leads from the willingness to

use the public as pawns to the drive to survive through power.

When a revolution has reached this point of self-preservation, it becomes more inclined to use and
even to oppress individuals. Where the radical climate activist movements are concerned, this may
be seen in the use of individuals as means to an end. Once this has become the norm, these
movements may lose themselves in the drive to “eradicate” the climate crisis. This is the point
where they can no longer be said to have the best interests of humanity at heart. At present, the
penultimate position of revolution for revolution’s sake has yet to be reached. Though these
movements are comfortable with the use of individuals as means, there are signs of a move away
from this. This can be seen in a shift towards more targeted disruption of the perceived sources of
the crisis, as well as a shift towards more traditional peaceful protest actions. In moving in this
direction, these movements may be shifting more in line with good revolt. It is important to note
here that bad revolt, in this context, is not only the act of disruption, but also the misplaced target.
The question may arise as to the legitimacy of targeting the public rather than, for instance, larger
corporations. Instead, these disruptive acts are either a proclamation that the public is responsible

for the crisis, an action that frees other perpetrators from some blame, or an action to force
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attention on the various perpetrators through the spectacle that these major disruptions will cause.
In the first event, this action speaks to a movement that acts based upon insufficient or wrong
information, constituting a bad revolt. In the second event, the public is treated as a means to an
end, which is also an act of bad revolt. In restricting the public in this way, these movements act to

suppress the freedoms of others.

4.5.5 Freedom

The rebels should be conscious of their actions and the result it has of restricting freedom.
Freedom, in absurdist terms, is accepted not to be total but relative, and should be applied
universally so that no one individual claims a freedom which they deny another. This is yet another
example of where the disruption of public life goes against good revolt. While it is assumed that the
purpose of this disruption is to announce the culpability of utilising services and products that
contribute to the climate crisis, this restriction does not take into account that it is not in everyone’s
ability to function without utilising these services and products. By restricting the public’'s use, the
movements proclaim that this is a freedom that should be withdrawn from everyone. While this
would be fair in a society where these acts are done out of frivolity or luxury, this is not the case for
the maijority of the people using these services and products. The system that these movements
fight against is one requiring the use of these services and products for humans to survive. This is
echoed in the controversy surrounding the 2019 XR disruption in London, where a lot of the
outrage seems to have come from individuals who had their basic mode of transport disrupted.
This is not the disruption of frivolity, nor a freedom that can be taken away, it is simply an act of
protest against a system needed by individuals by disrupting those same individuals in turn. If, as
was previously mentioned, disruption is to be applied more in line with good revolt, it would have to
drastically rethink the targets of its ire. Instead of denying the freedom of using more ecologically
sound services like public transport, as opposed to private vehicle use that may be even more
damaging to the environment, the movements should not lose focus of the broader perspective.
This is particularly notable as many of the services protested against, such as the 2019 Tube
disruption, are in reality much more sustainable transportation solutions, even though still a source
of emissions. It is not only the individual that is the crux of the crisis, it is perhaps also the larger
entities involved. Instead of denying the public the freedom of survival, deny the larger contributors
to the climate crisis the freedom to continue needlessly exploiting the environment purely out of a

drive for profit.

To conclude this section on freedom, it is necessary to address the falsehoods that contribute to

many of the issues causing the removal of freedoms.

Camus sees falsehood as a force of division in humanity. It is therefore the prerogative of the rebel

to fight against the proliferation of falsehoods wherever it may appear (Camus, 2016:226). In this
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sense, the radical environmental movements do fulfil some aspects of good revolt. The actions
they take, though they may be controversial, all intend for the climate crisis to be regarded
truthfully by both the public and governments. The intention may be that, as long as they disrupt,
no individual can comfortably ignore the crisis ahead. However, it is important to note that, though
the actions they take may be towards a justifiable goal, the means they utilise still need to fulfil the
requirements of good revolt for it to be considered as such. Furthermore, these movements need
to be cautious so as to not cause the exact opposite of what they intend. By being as disruptive to
the public as these groups are, they come to be associated more with anger than with
contemplation of the climate crisis. This inadvertently constitutes the spreading of a false image of
environmental activism as a hostile, disruptive movement that exists to cause the public great

nuisance.

The role these groups play and the potential role they may play in the future is important from an
absurdist perspective precisely due to it both representing a revolt against the climate crisis and
working to curb the spread of ideas mired in philosophical suicide. However, going forward, a
potential lesson that may be garnered from absurdism is that this fight does not justify the abuse of
humans. It is a fight against an absurd crisis that requires rebellion to understand the

overwhelming odds of failure and to possess the willingness to strive against it anyway.

4.6 Conclusion

In this article, the idea of absurdist revolt has been applied to the climate crisis. Considering the
importance of the crisis, the rise of environmental groups in protest of actions that further it is
understandable. In the analysis of these groups, however, it was discovered that the strategies
they utilise are not sufficient. These strategies frequently break the tenets of good revolt. However,
they do embody aspects that may, in time, elevate them to occupy this position. For this to come to
fruition, these groups need to reorganise their strategies and re-evaluate the targets they have in
their campaigns. Furthermore, for these groups to be classified as good revolt, they need to further

embody the aspect of responsibility that is crucial to the actions of the good rebel.

The possible implications of this article could be that an ideal environmental movement would be
one more focused on all the causes of the crisis, and that would not use humans as a means to an
end. This article was mainly focused on discussing the role of revolt in the public sphere. To this
end, climate activist groups were chosen, as they do not represent official bodies, and are
frequently composed of decentralised leadership. As such, the possible future areas of expanding

this topic may encompass an analysis of these official bodies themselves.
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5 AN ABSURDIST APPROACH TO CLIMATE INEQUALITY:
CONSIDERING INSTITUTIONAL MANAGEMENT OF THE CLIMATE
CRISIS AND ITS EFFECTS ON VULNERABLE GROUPS

5.1 Abstract:

The intended purpose of this article is to argue that absurdism can assist the individual in their
understanding of the institutional response of the climate crisis, by indicating what actions, taken
by institutions, may constitute bad revolt. In the context of this article, an action of bad revolt would
be considered as one that harms humans. This will be done by investigating the effects of
institutional action or inaction on vulnerable groups, often neglected or even actively harmed by

these actions. Following this, relevant sections from Albert Camus’ “The Rebel” will be discussed
and then applied to the issue to imagine an improved response. The primary method utilised in this
article is that of a literature study. Camus’ concept of the absurd, some of the effects of the climate
crisis, and some of the proposed solutions are investigated based on existing literature. Whilst
contemporary articles do exist regarding the effects of the climate crisis on vulnerable groups, such
as (IDMC, 2025; Estrada et al., 2023; EUAA, 2023; UNHCR, n.d.; UNHCR, 2024; IPCC, 2022;
IPCC, 2023), the application of Absurdism in evaluating institutions and their management of the
crisis, as well as the public response, is largely neglected. The intention of this article is to,

therefore, explore the application of absurdism on this facet of the climate crisis.

5.2 Introduction:

When discussing the consequences of the climate crisis, bigger emphasis is placed on the drastic
effects it will have on all of humanity and what solutions may be implemented to counteract the
growing climate crisis. Whilst all humanity will invariably be affected by the crisis, this article will
focus on those groups that live in situations where they are particularly vulnerable to the effects of
the climate crisis and/or lack the necessary resources to adapt to these effects. Whilst there are a
variety of solutions proposed to mitigate the crisis, many of these solutions seem to leave out these
vulnerable groups or, in certain circumstances, may even actively endanger them. It is also
important to note that the lack of knowledge plays a central part in this situation. These groups

often lack the early warnings crucial to responding to the crisis. Similarly, the situation these
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groups face is frequently not properly documented, leading to a lack of awareness concerning the

problem’s scale and solution. In addressing this problem, absurdism may be utilised.

When discussing the action of revolt, it may be useful to consider the works of Albert Camus,
particularly “The Rebel”, as it offers useful information regarding what can be considered an
appropriate form of revolt (“Good Revolt’), and what cannot (“Bad Revolt”). Within the context of
Camus’ Absurdism, the rebel is an individual that revolts against an absurd reality. The absurd can
traditionally be seen as a threat to existential meaning. The reaction against this absurd, however,

is restricted by considerations regarding its effects on human beings.

Taking the above into consideration, the question may be asked: How can absurdism assist in

approaching the effects the climate crisis has on those most vulnerable to it?

The intended purpose of this article is to argue that absurdism can assist the individual in their
response to the climate crisis, by indicating what actions, taken by institutions, constitute bad
revolt, as well as arguing how the individual rebel can motivate positive change through the
influence of these institutions. In the context of this article, an action of bad revolt would be
considered as one that either ignores the plight of, or even actively harms humans. The reason for
this approach is rooted in the idea that the recognition of the absurd is shared by all humans, and
that this recognition does not justify destruction (Foley, 2014:56). Following this, relevant sections
from Camus’ “The Rebel” will be discussed and then applied to the issue to determine the

appropriate response.

5.3 The Effects on the Vulnerable:

5.3.1 Anthropogenic Global Warming:

Before the consequences of the crisis can be addressed, it is important to emphasise what role
humanity has in the worsening climate crisis. When we look at the human contribution to the crisis
at hand, it is important to examine AGW. Estrada et al. (2023:6) argue that anthropogenic
influences contribute to the increased intensity and frequency of extreme climate events. This
statement aligns with the ones made by Halofsky et al. (2020:9-11) and Wasserman et al.
(2023:10), who argue that the effects of the climate crisis may lead to an increase in the frequency
and intensity of fires. Additionally, the IPCC (2023:5), claims that human-caused climate change is
causing weather extremes globally. Much of AGW is caused by greenhouse gas emissions, such
as carbon emissions (Parncutt, 2019:2; Redlin et al. 2019:718; IPCC, 2023:4-5). The IPCC
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(2023:4), for instance, states that carbon emissions, from the burning of fossil fuels and industrial
processes, was the largest component of gross Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions in 2019.
Anthropogenic influences can therefore be said to have an effect on the global climate and its
warming, through actions such as carbon emissions. Through the actions of humans, the global
temperature has been increasing above what is expected by scientific modelling. This then leads to
an increase in the frequency and lethality of climate related disasters. Before moving on to the

effects of AGW on humans we should briefly consider the counterarguments to AGW.

Whilst AGW seems to be a generally accepted model to explain our contributions to the climate
crisis, there are those who argue against the assertion that we are warming the climate. A
predominant theory here is that climate warming can be attributed to a natural cycle, outside of our
influence (The Editors of ProCon, 2025; Sacchetti, 2008:20). Whilst there are natural aspects
related to the warming climate, the anthropocentric aspect is difficult to deny. Redlin et al.
(2019:714.718), argues that global warming can be attributed both to anthropogenic carbon dioxide
emissions and natural carbon dioxide sinks, and that anthropogenetic actions contribute to global
warming, whilst Estrada et al. (2023:3), emphasises the extent to which AGW contributes to global
warming. While we can accept that global warming is influenced by natural aspects, it is important
to understand the extent of anthropogenetic contributions towards it. This data can also be seen in
the following analysis of the effects of AGW on humans. Considering our contribution to the crisis,

let us next consider the effect this crisis has on us in turn.

As a result of the worsening crisis, human lives are put at risk. People living in conditions that
make them vulnerable to the effects of the crisis, are being disproportionately affected by this
increase. According to Estrada et al. (2023:5), in 2018, roughly 5912 million individuals, comprising
94.4%, had an increased risk due to temperatures, with 72% associated with AGW and 26% due to
natural warming. Additionally, in reference to 89% of global Gross Domestic Product (GDP) that
could be modelled, 77% of GDP was at risk due to AGW and 23% was at risk from natural causes
(Estrada et al., 2023:5). Furthermore, the IPCC (2023:5) states that, human-caused climate
change is responsible for damages to humans and nature, through the climate related disasters it
causes, with disproportionate effects being felt by vulnerable communities from countries that
comparatively contributed far less to the crisis. Supporting this conclusion, the Internal
Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) (2025:11) States that 45.8 million disaster displacement
was recorded, with low to middle-income countries being disproportionately affected. They further
elaborate that, of the percentage of internally displaced people (IDP) 62% are from low-income
countries and 21% are from middle-income countries (IDMC, 2025:15). These are the same
countries the IDMC (2025:15) argues has too little resources to adequately address the issue.
This, in turn, leaves these communities disproportionately vulnerable to the effects of this crisis
they are less responsible for creating. It is important to note that the effects of the crisis will be felt

by us all to a differing extent depending on circumstance. However, the effects are felt far worse by
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these groups who are more vulnerable to the crisis. This is particularly important given the smaller

contribution from these groups towards the crisis.

5.3.2 Climate displacement:

When investigating climate displacement, it becomes clear that the human cost of the climate crisis
can be seen both in its primary and secondary effects. To this end, it would be important to
examine those secondary effects in more detail. Climate displacement is a phenomenon where
individuals are displaced from an area they live due to the effects of climate-related phenomena.
The IDMC (2025: V), defines internally displaced people as individuals or groups that have been
forced to leave their homes, yet remain within the same country, due to armed conflict, generalized
violence, human rights violations, natural or human-made disasters. In the sense of this article, we

will focus on those displacements that occur as a result of the climate crisis, and its related effects.

An important aspect to understand, when discussing these displacements, is the situation leading
to it. Most displaced individuals originate from countries that are vulnerable to the climate crisis and
its hazards (UNHCR, n.d.; UNHCR, 2024) and lack the capacity to adapt to the increasingly
inhospitable natural environment (EUAA, 2023). As a result of these increasingly inhospitable
environments, an estimated 220 million individuals have been displaced in the last 10 years
(UNHCR, 2024) with 2024 reportedly recording 45.8 million disaster displacements (IDMC,
2025:11-12). Additionally, the climate crisis increases conflict (UNHCR, 2024) due to the increase
in resource scarcity (EUAA, 2023). The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
lists Sudan, Syria, Haiti, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Lebanon, Myanmar, Ethiopia,
Yemen and Somalia as some of the countries bearing the burden of both conflict and climate
related hazards. For another example of where some of these displacements take place, the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (2024:17) state that the southern African region’s
complicated population flows will be further complicated by the worsening climate. They (2024:17)
further state that key corridors, such as those from Zimbabwe and Mozambique into South Africa
and those from the Democratic Republic of the Congo through Zambia could see a heightening of
tension. If taken as a whole, the idea of climate displacement reveals a concerning consequence
the climate crisis has on humanity. If we consider that the situation may be escalating even more,
the sheer complexity of the issue becomes apparent. Having discussed climate displacement as

the result of the climate crisis, it is pertinent to examine a few examples of the natural disasters at

play.

30



5.3.3 Wildfires:

To begin, we should first start by looking at wildfires an example of the consequences of the
climate crisis. A recent example can be mentioned: a fire raged in Cape Town, causing distress to
local communities. The fire is reported to have started on 25 April 2025 and moved towards
Chapman’s Peak (Francke, 2025 A). As precursive actions to protect at-risk communities, around
200 households from Noordhoek Manor, as well as 48 frail patients, were evacuated from the
region (Francke, 2025 B; Engel, 2025). If we expect that the intensity and frequency of these types

of wildfires are to increase, it seems imperative that some actions are taken to prevent this.

We can also find more examples of wildfires by looking abroad. The 2025 Los Angeles fire began
in January and was responsible for the deaths of 24 to 29 individuals, the destruction of around
12000 to 20000 structures, and the dangerous reduction of air quality (CDP, 2025; Cohen, 2025;
Datz, 2025; FPA Media, 2025; Gabbatiss et al., 2025; Horton et al., 2025; Lindsey, 2025; Shute,
2025). The worsened air quality contributed to a host of respiratory issues in the surrounding area
(Datz, 2025; FPA Media, 2025; Gabbatiss et al., 2025; Lindsey, 2025; Shute, 2025). Additionally,
Horton et al. (2025:4), reports that the damage caused by the fire ranged from $4 billion to $9
billion in lost economic output, a reduction of federal income from taxes of about $1 billion and, the
loss of about 24990 to 49110 job-years. In Greece, during the 2024 fire season, fires were stronger
than expected with the most challenging fire burning over 10000 hectares and affecting 30 urban
communities; this raised important concerns regarding the need for increased preparation to
approach the increasingly intense fires in the future (Ntaiou, 2025). In Australia, warnings of
intense heatwaves preceded wildfires that destroyed property and burned over 75000 hectares;
this situation is being attributed to the effects of anthropogenic climate change and the effect it has
on increases in fire risk (Igini, 2025). In South America, heatwaves and droughts have increased
the likelihood for wildfires during the 2024 fire season, which has led to the destruction of 86 million
hectares, with the fires in Chile leading to the deaths of 131 individuals and the destruction of
14000 homes (CTIF, 2025). The situation in Brazil alone accounted for around 54% of fires in
South America, with deforestation being the goal of the primarily human caused fires raging
through the Amazon (Wenzel, 2025). Moving on to Asia, record wildfires, attributed to dry
conditions, burned around 20000 to 100000 hectares (dependent on reporting), destroying around
5000 structures, killing 32 individuals, injuring 45 whilst displacing about 37000 (Dieckman, 2025;
WWA, 2025). Additionally, of the victims of the fires, most ranged in ages from 60s to 70s (WWA,
2025). All of the examples listed paint a very bleak reality where stronger and more frequent
wildfires are increasingly becoming the new reality around the globe. If we consider that the
individuals mainly affected are those more vulnerable to its effects, we begin to see why it is
important to address the issues relating to the effects the climate crisis has on vulnerable

individuals and communities.
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5.3.4 Floods:

Another example of climate related catastrophes affecting the vulnerable is floods. A recent
example of this may be found in the 2025 Eastern Cape flood in South Africa. According to the
South African Government (2025), as of 15 Jun 2025, the flood has led to the deaths of 88
individuals. This flood, that was reportedly a result of extreme weather conditions, led to the further
displacement of residents and the destruction of infrastructure (CityHope Disaster Relief, 2025;
Ngcobo, 2025). Mbiyozo et al. (2022), referring to the 2022 KwaZulu-Natal flood that killed 489 and
displaced 40000 people, argues that the damages from floods are likely to be higher due to the
climate crisis, which intensifies these floods, along with the development of informal housing into
flood zones. This is a pertinent example as many communities in Africa are affected by water
related hazards, such as floods (WMO, 2023; WMO, 2024). Greenpeace Africa (2021), also
corroborates this claim and goes on to state that it worsens conditions for individuals in Africa.
Cyclone ldai, which tore through Mozambique and Zimbabwe, is a good example of such a water
related catastrophe. Chapungu (2020) states that the cyclone displaced around 1.85 million people
from Mozambique and 270000 from Zimbabwe. Looking beyond Southern Africa, the IDMC
(2025:71,93) points to recent record-breaking floods in India and Kazakhstan, with the floods in
Kazakhstan alone causing the displacement of more than 120000 individuals. Whilst in Brazil, Rio
Grande do Sul flooded, causing the displacement of around 775000 people, all the while the 2024
floods in Chad displaced more than 1.3 million individuals. If we consider all of these factors, it
becomes clear where the issues lie. As a result of the climate crisis, floods are only increasing in
intensity. This increase is then amplified by a range of issues leading to individuals residing in
dangerous areas. As a result of this, these individuals are therefore at an extreme risk when these
floods do eventually occur. As these conditions are set to worsen, it is clear that action needs to be

taken to reduce the impact it will have.

5.3.5 Droughts:

Another aspect that may harm vulnerable communities is droughts. Similar to the previously
mentioned disasters, droughts are also affected by the changing climate. The shifting of rain
patterns, caused by El Nifo, led to a drought in Southern Africa during 2024 (NASA, 2024; WFP,
n.d.; SADC, 2024). The 2024 drought mentioned by the Southern African Development Community
(2024), which was the worst recorded drought in Southern Africa, has severely hampered
agricultural production in the affected region. Reporting on the drought, Harrisberg (2024), stated
that the drought has hit Zimbabwe, Malawi, Zambia, Lesotho and Namibia hard, leading to food

scarcity and malnourishment in the region, with Malawi being particularly affected due to it still
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recovering from the 2022 tropical storm, Anna. These droughts, that notably are being intensified
by AGW (Ayugi et al., 2024:9-10) rank amongst the concerns affecting communities in Africa
(Greenpeace Africa, 2021; WMO, 2023; WMO, 2024). The effects of the increase in drought can
be felt in numerous sectors. However, the focus here will be on the damages it does to the
agricultural sector and, as a result, the vulnerable communities most affected by this decline in

agricultural output.

The issue with declining agriculture lies in it being heavily relied upon in areas most susceptible to
effects of the climate crisis. An example would be the reliance on this sector for food production
within developing countries. Droughts are amongst the climate related issues that are leading to
the decline in the agricultural sector by affecting crop yields (Ayugi et al., 2024:9-10; Habib-ur-
Rahman et al., 2022: 2-6; Parncutt, 2019:2). This agricultural decline will be felt more intensely by
developing countries (Abdallah et al., 2014; Mendelsohn, 2008), with Africa, in particular,
experiencing a 34% decline in agricultural productivity growth since the 60s, whilst the sector is
supporting 55% of its labour force (WMO, 2023). As a result of this decline, there are likely to be
economic consequences for those countries and its inhabitants. What we see here is not only the
effects the climate crisis will have on countries, but more specifically, what will happen to those
individuals who live in these countries. The impact is likely to be heavily felt by individuals who rely

on the agricultural sector for work as well as sustenance.

Droughts also play a significant role in the intensification of wildfires. This contribution can largely
be explained through the climate related effects that may cause wildfires. The effects of the climate
crisis will likely increase the likelihood and intensity of wildfires due to warmer and drier conditions
that exacerbate fire risks (Gabbatiss et al., 2025; Halofsky et al., 2020:9-11; Lindsey (2025);
Wasserman et al., 2023:10). This is an example of the effects droughts have on further intensifying
catastrophes. Wildfires are a regular occurrence. However, with the addition of worsening

droughts, these wildfires are further intensified.

5.4 Proposed solutions:

5.4.1 Technology:

With all of these issues abounding, we may perhaps ask what the possible solutions are for the

alleviation of the effects of the crisis. Some of these answers lie in the fields of green technology.
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When we look at the types of technological advancements that are usually seen as innovation to
counter the climate crisis, we primarily look to what is usually seen as “green-technology”. This is,
largely, technology that is directly targeting some aspect of the climate crisis, and attempts to
address it in some way. The Institute for Sustainability Studies (2024), defines “green-technology”
as innovations, targeted towards environmental enhancement and resource efficiency, that
frequently targets sustainability as its main goal. However, these technologies usually have the
problem of requiring large investments to get started (Institute for Sustainability Studies, 2024).
“Green-technology” consequently, is simply the resulting outcome of attempts to out-innovate the
climate crisis in some way. This can be seen in numerous ways, however, the fact that these
specific innovations usually require quite a steep initial investment, somewhat blunts their potential.

That being said, these methods are usually seen as very attractive solutions to the climate crisis.

To understand why these innovations are lauded as brilliant solutions to the crisis at hand, we
should understand a potential reasoning behind the drive to innovate the problem away. Alexander
(2015), suggests that the idea of green technology is preferable primarily due to its comfortability
and perceived lack of sacrifices on the part of the individual concerning lifestyle. The argument
here may be that by improving technology to a level where it can counteract the crisis at hand, we
may solve the issue without any need to compromise on our lifestyles. In this sense, “green-
technology” may be representative of a profoundly futuristic view of the crisis whereby future
innovations could wipe away the past mistakes. This may mirror aspects of greenwashing where
ineffective, but palatable, solutions are used to avoid taking steps towards actually addressing the
problem directly (Coetzee et al., 2024:8-9). Technology is also, here argued to be a more
comfortable solution to the crisis. If we weigh this against the alternative of sacrificing components
of our modern lifestyles, it may be understandable why technology is preferable. In understanding
this mentality we should consider that when faced with the idea that we should sacrifice our way or
standards of living, the alternative, that refutes this in favour of a more comfortable solution, is
immediately going to be more attractive. It is for this reason that, when the climate crisis is
approached, the topic of technological advancement usually comes into consideration as a
convenient solution to the issue. However, it is important to consider this solution via a critical lens

to truly consider the impact these advancements will have on the problem.

When we look at some of the advancements made in the sector of “green-technology” we may see
a few weaknesses. We can see these weaknesses in some of the critique of EVs (electric vehicles)
and energy production. EVs face significant obstacles due to their adoption being slow due to the
expense of replacing a vehicle (Freeman, 2019:174), additionally the higher upfront cost of EVs
also makes them less attractive than gasoline-powered-vehicles (MIT CEEPR, 2024). Concerning
green energy, Freeman (2019:173), goes on to argue that green energy production needs to phase
out carbon-based ones, not just add to it, as has been traditionally observed. Along with being
adopted more slowly, EVs also have a higher production and carbon cost, require rare earth

mining, and have a higher tire ware with increased pollution compared to regular cars (Coetzee et

34



al., 2024:8-9). However, this is interesting to note, as the slower adoption speaks to the reality of
how these technologies are generally received. If something is designed to replace a crucial and
expensive tool in your life, yet not decrease the price of said tool, it is unlikely to encourage
immediate cessation of the use of the older tool. This may also be true then in the sense of energy
production. The example from Freeman indicates that instead of replacing the traditional carbon-
based model, newer renewable energy production is simply used alongside it. What we can take
away from this critique may be that these “green-technologies” are hampered in their adoption by a
reluctance to replace the traditional models. This may be for the reason that not all individuals have
the monetary capacity to replace a vehicle before it has run its usefulness. Or it could be the
reason that governments are reluctant to move away from more traditional modes of energy
production, rather adding the renewable ones to this already extensive base, potentially due to the
logistic challenges switching an entire energy grid may have. To emphasise this point, we can look
to the issues related to baseload energy (the minimum level of demand, over a set time, on a
power grid) where the time and cost of upgrades to energy systems will likely cause coal-based
systems to remain as the supplier for the foreseeable future, regardless of sustainable energy
developments (Bisercic et al., 2021:192). This fact, along with the argument that sustainable
energy sources are currently not developed enough to supply the constant energy flow needed for
baseload energy (Bisercic et al:192), emphasise the complexity with the actual applications of
sustainable energy on a governmental level. To understand the issue with these innovations to a

larger extent, we should also look at the field of agriculture.

As agriculture is one of the particular sectors that is directly being put at risk due to the climate
crisis, it is important to look at the advancements that target the sector. Though there are
advancements in the sector brought on by green technologies, this is not seen as sufficient to
address the growing ecological crisis. According to Moscona et al. (2022:679), technological
advancement in the US agricultural sector has only been able to address 20% of climate change
related damages. Furthermore, Simon (2022), in addressing Moscona et al., emphasises a
statement from one of the authors stating that the 20%, though it is low, does indicate a potential
for innovation to assist in addressing the effects of the climate crisis; however, the clear lack of
progress innovation has made so far, does indicate that more is needed. This may be supported by
Freeman (2019:177), who argues that policy is required to encourage more sustainable agricultural
practices that lower the emissions of the sector. We can see here that the advancement in “green-
technology” is not sufficient in itself in addressing the problem at hand, rather it requires policy
changes to coincide. In this sense, we cannot rely solely on the advancement of technology to
counteract the climate crisis. To conclude this section, we should look at perhaps a more specific

example of the dream of a technological solution.

The reason for focussing on “green-technology” in a more critical light here has to do with the idea
that its focus seems to miss a lot of those that are ultimately most vulnerable to the crisis. When

the topic of “green-cities” is brought up, it is usually followed by copious criticisms regarding the
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validity of its goals. Nugent (2023), reports on such criticism, levelled at a theorised Malaysian
green city, that states that this project will damage the surrounding natural environment, with
reports stating that it has already disrupted local fish populations. Another example of such a
project, threatening to displace indigenous communities and contribute to great deforestation, can
be found in Indonesia (Nugent, 2023). An additional criticism may be found in the argument
presented by Krahmer (2020:13-15), that the environmental focus in “green cities” is frequently
neglected when its prioritisation would lead to the reduction of economic growth. Chiu-Shee
(2022), further argues that the progress towards creating “green cities” is inhibited by the current
political-economical structures they are created in. On a similar note, some examples of green
cities negatively affect low income groups due to reducing the access to infrastructure in their
areas (Cucca, 2012:13). The issue here is complicated by many factors. These cities are targeted
towards the coexistence of humans and nature. In reality, these cities reflect the overarching
issues with “green-technology” in general, and point to a futuristic solution to a profound crisis that
will provide a convenient solution, in the form of newly constructed “green cities”. In the process of
achieving this, many of the individuals, that may be seen as vulnerable to the crisis, are either not

considered or are directly damaged through either exclusion or even through displacement.

All of this is not to say that technology has no role in counteracting the climate crisis, as the
opposite is true in many cases. However, this use of technology should be done in combination
with an inclusive plan. If we consider “green cities” for instance, a large issue lies in these cities
usually taking the form of newly planned cities whose design does not seem to include the wide
variety of demographics a normal city has. Azizi et al. (2024:11), argues that a “green city” may
work if it includes all individuals and their wellbeing. Cucca (2012:10-13), lists Vienna as a good
example of a city that balances sustainability with support for its citizens, particularly through its
policy of affordable housing. Although this example reflects a solution that was proposed over a
decade ago, the principle behind the idea is still relevant to the discussion today. What is critiqued
here is not the idea of making a city sustainable, but rather, the idea of creating new “green cities”,
that exclude those who are unable to afford living there, whilst also directly damaging them through
their displacement. The crucial part when considering these technologies lies in its emphasis on
the future. As will be discussed in the section on absurdism (5.5), approaching the future with no

regard for the present leads to present individuals being disregarded.

5.4.2 Policy to protect the vulnerable:

To address the growing issue of climate displacement, action is required by larger institutions.
Climate displacement can largely be addressed through policy changes on governmental levels.
The UNHCR (n.d.), is working towards encouraging states to implement policy to protect displaced

groups, provide sustainable resources to these groups, strengthen the climate resilience of these
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groups and, to address the overall issue of carbon emissions that leads to these situations.
Additionally, the UNHCR (2024), lays out a plan with the stated intention to protect displaced
individuals through legal tools, include the voices of these groups in official or policy decisions,
invest in the climate resilience of these groups and accelerate the reduction of carbon emissions.
The IDMC (2025:17-18) also emphasises the role of governments to enact policy to address the
displacement of groups, as well as emphasising the importance of monitoring the issue (IDMC:21-
24). The European Union Agency for Asylum (EUAA) (2023), also advocates for the inclusion of
the voice of displaced groups in the climate debate. A large part of the burden here lies on
governments. Through policy implementation, governments are encouraged to address the
displacement issue within their borders. To this end, it would be beneficial to include the voices of
those vulnerable groups most affected by this type of displacement. An additional strategy would
be the improvement of the climate resilience of these groups. This can also be a strategy
implemented by states to reduce the damages incurred. In a similar vein, monitoring the issue is of
profound importance if the previous two strategies are to be effectively implemented.
Understanding the issue, as well as what areas and groups are affected the most, can significantly
improve the actions made against displacement by governments and Non-Governmental
Organisations (NGO) alike.

An example of these policy decisions may be the ones made in reaction to the Los Angeles fire.
From the local government we can see a number of responses aiming to address the damages
caused by the fire. According to the office of the governor of California (CA.gov, 2025 A), the
governor of California streamlined the rebuilding effort, provided tax and mortgage relief to those
impacted, helped to accelerate the availability of shelter, expedited debris removal, insured against
damaging price gouging, signed legislature to allocate $2.5 billion to immediate support efforts,
launched initiatives supporting bottom-up recovery, provided support to childcare as well as
helping students to regain access to education, counteracted predatory land speculators via
executive order and supported the recovery of businesses and workers. Additionally, as of this
moment, over 34000 individuals have been assisted, and over $127 million has been distributed,
via Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) assistance (CA.gov, 2025 B). If this
information is valid, there seems to be a noticeable response to the fires, not only in the sense of
rebuilding, but also with reference to supporting those made vulnerable by the effects of the fire.
These efforts that support and help the recovery of affected individuals seem to form a big part of
the aforementioned list of responses. That being said, the recovery process has not been without
its controversy, specifically relating to political disagreement regarding how the crisis has been

managed. Another way to assist groups at risk to disasters may be with early warning systems.
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5.4.3 Early warning systems:

Systems designed to warn denizens of an area of an impending disaster would potentially reduce
damage to these groups. To that end, the implementations of these systems and the investment
into them, would be of great benefit. This is especially true for areas that are at a greater risk, or
have groups that are more vulnerable to these disasters. The World Meteorological Organisation
(WMO) (2023) argues that the early warning systems in Africa are inadequate and in need of
improvement. They go on to emphasise that Africa needs to improve National Meteorological and
Hydrological Services investments (WMO, 2024). If we follow the example of the WMO, and focus
on Africa, we can see the potential for these early warning systems. As was stated earlier in this
article, many regions in Africa is particularly vulnerable to the climate crisis. If these early warning
systems could be implemented, it stands to be reasoned that it may assist greatly in reducing the
possible damage done to vulnerable groups in Africa. The IPCC (2022:2724), argues that including
the input of these vulnerable groups is important as it can assist with the creation of resilience
plans, through the use of indigenous knowledge, as well as ensure these solutions includes all
affected groups. Information is of great importance in the management of the climate crisis,
particularly so in situations where adaptation is required to circumvent the consequences of the

crisis.

5.4.4 Agriculture:

Another area where adaptation may be of importance is agriculture. In addressing the effects the
crisis has on agriculture, the emphasis must be placed on adaptation strategies alongside
strategies aimed at general reduction of carbon emissions. Habib-ur-Rahman et al. (2022:14)
argues that adaptations are crucial in reducing the harm the climate crisis has on agriculture.
Greenpeace Africa (2021), advocates for the cessation of deforestation, fossil fuel emissions and
addressing the effects of industrial farming. This strategy could assist in softening the blow the
crisis has on the agricultural sector. It is unlikely to completely nullify all of the damages, yet may
be important still if the damages are to be reduced. An important aspect to note here would be that,
unless progress is made towards reducing our impact on the climate, adaptation strategies will only
really reduce the damages instead of aiming to eliminate them. The approach to addressing the
steadily worsening state of wildfires across the globe follows a similar pattern, as already

discussed.
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5.4.5 Disaster preparedness:

Where wildfires are concerned, adaptation and information are the generally recommended paths.
This is due to it assisting with the process of counteracting these fires. Both Halofsky et al.
(2020:18) and Wasserman et al. (2023:16-17) advocate for a fuel-based approach to managing
wildfires, where the reduction of objects that may provide fuel for fires in forests may decrease the
severity of these fires. Ntasiou (2025), also highlights the importance of information and early
warning systems to the effective neutralisation of fires. This follows a similar pattern of information
and adaptation. In this sense, information is critical in understanding where and when fires might
occur. This could then help with the evacuation of certain at-risk areas in an attempt to reduce the
damages. Additionally, the fuel-based approach would be an excellent strategy to reduce the
potential severity of these fires. If taken together, the importance of a proactive approach and the

critical nature of information gathering shines through here as well.

Regarding floods, these same approaches are recommended in addressing the effects these
climate related disasters have on populations. Referring to cyclone Idai, Chapungu (2020:2)
emphasises that the cyclone highlighted the vulnerabilities of communities to climate related
disasters. They (2020:3) stress the lack of knowledge communities have regarding climate change
and adaptation strategies, and attribute it to a lack of knowledge flow between weather experts and
communities. Finally, they (2020:4) also highlight a lack of disaster resistant infrastructure in the
regions. Disasters of this magnitude, such as the cyclone in question, may highlight the

weaknesses in disaster preparedness for certain regions.

5.4.6 Final thoughts on solutions:

If we consider the solutions addressed here, we can see some commonalities amongst them. In
addressing the climate crisis and its effect on vulnerable groups, information, adaptation,
technology and policy seem to be the important aspects to consider here. With a sufficient base of
information, accurate and effective decisions can be made regarding the effects of the climate
crisis and those it damages the most. Following this, strategies can then be better implemented to
soften the effects the crisis may have, particularly on those it affects the most. Technology, though
it has been criticised here as not being a sufficient solution in itself, is still of importance in nearly
all other strategies. The effective implementation of technology can ease the implementation of all
other strategies. Finally, to address the issue to the fullest extent, policy changes are required to
be made. Governments need to address the issues the crisis has on both the creation of- and
affecting vulnerable groups. These strategies, when taken together, could be of profound
importance if the crisis is to be addressed based on its effects on the most vulnerable, as well as in

general. It should be stated that the crisis should still be addressed to a larger extent through the
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limitation of human practices that further the crisis. However, it is important here to address those
groups that suffer the most from the already existing state of the crisis. Having discussed the
impact the climate crisis has on vulnerable groups, and the possible solutions to the problem, the
question now arises; how can the individual assist with enacting these solutions? To this end, the
next section will discuss a philosophical idea that may be useful for insight into the actions an

individual may take regarding the crisis.

5.5 The Absurd:

To understand the revolt against the absurd, we must first understand the absurd itself. For
Camus, our desire to define and explain a nonsensical world is what constitutes the absurd (Foley,
2014:6) and our recognition thereof is merely the start and not an end in itself (Foley, 2014:6).
Furthermore, within “The Rebel”, revolt against the absurd is expanded to include the struggle of
acting against “injustice” and “evil” without exhibiting these same aspects (Sagi, 2002:111-112). To
revolt against this absurd, then, is the defiant acceptance thereof, yet the refusal to surrender to it
(Foley, 2014:10). What connects the absurd and rebellion is the solidarity that the absurd is felt by
all (Camus, 2016:9-10; Foley, 2014:28) and that this solidarity is the recognition of the meaning of
human life (Foley, 2014:56). In this way, the recognition of the absurd does not excuse destructive
practices. In this analysis, we will focus on the potential injustice towards vulnerable groups within
the larger institutional (e.g. governments, NGO'’s, etc.) response to AGW and the effects of the

climate crisis, as well the ideal response to the situation.

In order to apply the absurd to the noted aspect of the climate crisis, we should explore the
relevant parts of “The Rebel” that concern the relationship between the institution and its members.
In this sense, there are a few aspects that designate the evaluation of a response. Firstly, we can
see Camus’ view on institutions, when he states that, although we do not seem to have control
over defining the institutions, we still retain the choice over which of the institutions to grant our
support and through our efforts, establish (2016:233). The importance of this reference to this
article lies in the idea of the withdrawal of support from an institution that does not serve humanity.
It is at this point that | want to categorically state this article’s approach to revolt. The approach of
this article will align completely with the essence of Camus’ belief against violence, argued by
Foley (2014:97) as a vehement belief that “political violence must not be granted institutionalised
legitimacy”. To this end, this article (and larger dissertation) does not condone the use of violent or
destructive means of revolt whatsoever, but rather focusses on this act of withdrawing support from

institutions in a peaceful manner. Secondly, for the good rebel, the future should be supported
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through actions that further the improvement of the present, not the inverse where future gains (i.e.
happiness and justice) motivate present neglect of those same values (Coetzee, 2025:228-229).
Thirdly, Camus argues against the objectification of humans in the following two quotes:
"Revolution without honour, calculated revolution which, in proffering an abstract concept of man to
a man of flesh and blood, denies existence as many times as is necessary, puts resentment in the
place of love” (2016:246) and “But rebellion, in man, is the refusal to be treated as an object and to
be reduced to simple historic terms.” (2016:195). In these sections, Camus criticises rebellion that
considers humans as a means to an end in their own survival. Instead, he advocates for rebellion
that refuses objectification of humans, opting instead to treat them as something beyond merely
this means to an end. Fourthly, according to Camus, “It is then possible to say that rebellion, when
it emerges into destruction, is illogical. ... Its most profound logic is not the logic of destruction; it is
the logic of creation” (2016:226-227). In this section, Camus argues that good rebellion will not
resort to destructive practices, instead opting for constructive means of revolt. Instead of breaking
down society, this good rebel would instead build it up. Fifthly, we can find the following quote from

Camus on freedom:

“Rebellion is in no way the demand for total freedom. On the contrary, rebellion puts total
freedom up for trial. The object of its attack is exactly the unlimited power which authorizes
a superior to violate the forbidden frontier. Far from demanding general independence, the
rebel wants it to be recognised that freedom has its limits everywhere that a human being is
to be found — the limit being precisely that human being’s power to rebel. [...] The rebel
demands undoubtedly a certain degree of freedom for himself; but in no case, if he is
consistent, does he demand the right to destroy the existence and the freedom of others.
He humiliates no one. The freedom he claims, he claims for all, the freedom he refuses, he
forbids everyone to enjoy. He is not only the slave against the master, but also man against
the world of master and slave.” (2016:226).

Lastly, Camus says the following regarding silence:

“Every rebel, by the movement which sets him in opposition to the oppressor, therefore
pleads for life, undertakes to struggle against servitude, falsehood, and terror and affirms, in
a flash, that these three afflictions are the cause of silence between men, obscure them
from one another and prevent them from rediscovering themselves in the only value which
can save them from nihilism — the long complicity between men at grips with their destiny.”
(2016:226).

In the above quote, we can see Camus arguing against the use of silence to divide individuals. He
argues that these practices of silence are meant to divide humans from each other, causing
division that ultimately working together. If we consider these aspects of good and bad revolt, we
can determine that it is the duty of a good rebel to not support an institution exhibiting any aspects

of bad revolt. In this sense, whilst the rebel is not able to change the institution themselves, they
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are able to lend their support to those that exhibit aspects of good revolt. Many of these aspects
centre around the idea that humans should not be treated as objects to manipulate in order to
achieve a cause. In this sense, the next few sections will consider the absurdist approach to the
climate crisis through considering what role institutions have with regards to the climate crisis. This

will be done by examining what actions can be considered as good and bad revolt.

5.6 Applied absurdism:

Before applying absurdism to the institutional approach to the climate crisis, it is important to
properly situate the climate crisis in the analysis. In this approach, the climate crisis is an example
of that inherent injustice representative of the absurd. This injustice is due to the disproportional
effect of the crisis on certain groups that are more vulnerable to it. In the broader sense of revolt

then, an action against this injustice should do no injustice in kind.

5.6.1 Future:

For a future centric approach to be considered as good revolt, it requires a particular investment
into the present. In this sense, technological approaches may be seen as good if it does not
sacrifice the present. To exemplify this, we may look at the numerous applications of technology
intended to assist at present. As an example of the positive sides of technological use, we may
consider the use of technology in assisting against the increasing threat of forest fires. This
application is focussed on reducing the intensity of future forest fires and strengthening present
conditions against it. Another example may be the use of early warning systems to indicate what
areas may be at risk in the light of climate disasters. By investing into these systems, damages
may be limited when the next disaster arrives. In a similar vein would be the idea of assisting
vulnerable groups by increasing their climate resilience. Through the improvement of their
conditions of living, climate resilience can be improved and climate displacement can be reduced.
However, it is also important to note that the absurdist perspective of good revolt does not
advocate for the avoidance of future focus. Many of the examples listed indicate at least a partial
focus on the future. However, good revolt differs from bad revolt by also including the present.
These approaches all place a significant focus on resolving a present issue by considering it not as
a springboard towards some far-flung future, but rather as a very real and consequential present

issue to be resolved in the short term.

With this section being specifically focused on the problems related to the unconditional preference

for the future as an ultimate end, this section will critique some of the solutions, discussed in this

42



article, that make a similar mistake. To that end, we should focus on the ideas of “green-
technology” addressed earlier. Of the listed examples, none highlights the problematic future
centric approach quite like the idea of a “green city”. In the implementation of these cities, certain
aspects are sacrificed, such as the property rights of previous groups living in the area and,
frequently, the natural environment itself. Frequently lauded as the cities of the future, the idea with
the creation of such cities seems to emphasise the coexistence of humans and nature. However, if
we consider that not all humans are included in this vision, as well as the fact that their very
existence threatens natural elements near it, the future-based vision becomes somewhat murky.
When considering the absurdist perspective, that a future that comes at the cost of the present is
indicative of bad rebellion, the argument can be made that the idea of a “green-city” as an example
of “green-technology” ventures into this category. By sacrificing the environment and local groups,
many of whom may be displaced as a result, for the possibility of creating a more sustainable
future, “green-cities” can be considered as bad revolt, if executed in the fashion where it bears no

consideration for the present.

5.6.2 Vulnerable Groups:

As a result of the climate crisis, numerous groups are left in a vulnerable state. The refusal to
address the issues surrounding these groups, as well as the contribution to it, can be considered
as bad revolt. If we consider the aforementioned absurdist perspective where all humans are
valued, and none are treated as objects or instruments, the argument can be made that the refusal
to address the underlying issues, concerning this state of vulnerability, is bad revolt. In this sense,
actions such as the forceful displacement of groups in favour of the construction of “green-cities”

would fall under bad revolt. An additional issue to address relates to the location of these groups.

As was discussed in section 10.3.1 “Anthropogenic Global Warming”, many of these groups reside
in countries disproportionately affected by the crisis, yet with an arguably much smaller contribution
to the climate crisis, the effects are compounded. With the projected increase in disasters in Africa,
as well as the fact that the climate crisis affects the agricultural sector worse in developing
countries, we can see the gathering of the ingredients of climate displacement clearly. The
countries these groups reside in have less contribution to the crisis and do not necessarily have
the resources available to assist these groups. Bad revolt can here be identified in the global
actions that contribute to the situation where groups are made vulnerable and displaced by the
crisis, yet are not able to be assisted by their countries, either through their wilful inaction or
through their incapacity to help. Any action that strives towards ending the effects of the crisis, yet

disregards these groups and individuals, potentially represents bad revolt.
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Relegated to countries and regions susceptible to the crisis as well as other societal destructions,
such as conflict, the voices of these individuals are not always heard. It is, therefore, important that
more information is gathered on their exact conditions to improve the capacity to assist them
(EUAA, 2023; UNHCR, 2024; IDMC:17-24; IPCC, 2022:26,28,64). With this information, the
resilience of these groups could be improved and, as was mentioned concerning early warning
systems, warned regarding impending disasters. The role of the good rebel would therefore be to
support these institutions that include the voice of the vulnerable and displaced, whilst not

supporting those that ignore them, where it is clear that this support may be rendered.

5.6.3 Destruction:

When considering the role of destruction in the context of the climate crisis, we can see an
alignment with the issue of vulnerable groups. In the context of absurdism, destructive practices
are a sign of bad rebellion. Destructive practices contribute directly to the displacement issue and
frequently to the issue of vulnerable groups. We can see this once again within the example of the
establishment of “green-cities”, where displacement of local groups is an unfortunate theme. If we
consider the issue in a larger perspective, the contribution towards the climate crisis has an indirect
effect on these groups. The worsening conditions due to the crisis leads to the destruction of the
living conditions of these groups. Assuming that the largest part of this destruction is due to
anthropogenic climate change, as is noted in the section on the human cost of climate change, any
contribution to the crisis may be in part responsible for the destruction of the living conditions these
groups are faced with. Another aspect where destruction may appear is more indirect, yet remains
pertinent to consider. As these vulnerable groups are usually in areas where resources are more
scarce, with the crisis compounding this issue, armed conflict is a frequent issue for them to
contend with. It is in this sense that the contribution towards the climate crisis, is a contribution
towards an increase in conflict. All of these actions that contribute to destruction in one way or
another, are representative of bad rebellion, as good rebellion should only ever aim to be a force of
creation, and never of destruction. In this sense, good rebellion would simply be the abhorrence of
this destruction, meaning that institutions proliferating these destructive practices should not be

supported, in a bid to prevent this type of behaviour.

5.6.4 Freedom:

When we consider freedom, within the context of absurdism, the important aspect to consider is
that freedom, for the good rebel, is never granted only for a select few, but rather is universally

applied. In this sense, any practices where certain freedoms are granted to a select few, and
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refused to others, will be representative of bad rebellion. An excellent example of this would once
again be the selective application of “green technology”, particularly “green-cities”. As was
explored in the section on these cities, they are frequently only catered to those who can afford to
reside in them, frequently excluding those who are not in a financial position to afford living there.
In this sense, the futuristic solution to the climate crisis is exclusively applied to those few who are
able to afford its steep costs. Furthermore, as these cities are responsible for displacement and
environmental destruction in their own right, it is also the case that their establishment negatively
impacts the freedom of those who are not granted entry. In short, vulnerable groups are barred
entry to the propertied solution to their crisis, whilst being displaced and further damaged by the
establishment of said solution. In this implementation of “green-technology” a pattern of bad
rebellion exists in the fact that one side is able to be granted a certain freedom that another is not.
This is the freedom to live relatively free from the effects of the crisis, whilst others have this same
freedom removed. Good rebellion would, therefore, lie in opposing institutions that utilise this type
of solution that cannot be universally applied, and that removes the freedom to live a relatively
unaffected life from some, to grant it to others. A similar example may be found in the

disproportionate effect of the climate crisis.

Vulnerable groups in countries disproportionately affected by the crisis will reap the consequences
of the crisis whilst experiencing less of the progress "paid for" with AGW. This is a clear example of
a freedom taken by some and refused to others. As such, institutions that contribute to the
proliferation of this pattern of disproportionate benefit, should not be supported. Instead, it is
imperative that institutions be supported that aim to close this gap between those

disproportionately benefitting and those who are paying the price.

5.6.5 Silence as disconnection:

The final aspect to consider here would concern silence. In the context of this article, silence can
be considered as the reluctance to assist those affected by the crisis. It can also be seen in the act
of obscuring the problem in any way, and via this spread further division. The act of causing
division, through either intentional or unintentional means, constitutes an action of bad revolt. In
this sense, silence as disconnection can be observed in the previous aspects discussed in this
section. To a large extent, the choice to focus technological advancements, meant to counteract
the effects of the climate crisis, on areas distinctly removed from those most in need of it indicates
a tendency towards this disconnect. In a similar vein, ignoring the voices of those most vulnerable
to the crisis, is also a notable example of this practice. The appearance of silence as disconnection
here can be seen in the tendency to, either intentionally or unintentionally, disregard the voices and
plights of those most vulnerable when decisions are made regarding the crisis and/or aspects of

the crisis that will ultimately affect those groups. For example, the removal and displacement of
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groups to make way for “green-cities” is once again pertinent here in understanding the issues with
this approach. In this way, the actions of institutions that lead to this type of disconnect, can be
tabled as bad revolt. Consequently, the good rebel would not support these types of institutions. In

contrast to this, we can place the desire and commitment towards accurate information gathering.

In order to counteract the silence that often leads to disconnect, a certain sense of truthfulness is
expected to be aimed towards the issue. In this case, we can say that the commitment towards
accurate information gathering can address the issue of misinformation and the general lack of
information. We can see examples of this in the argument that information regarding the plights of
the vulnerable groups is crucial if the issues are to be addressed. Additionally, this commitment is
reflected in the strategies aimed at counteracting wildfires through accurately predicting their
probable movements and intensity. In a similar vein we can find the general cautioning in favour of
improved first alert systems to accurately predict conditions surrounding climate disasters. Through
approaching the issue with sufficient information, a more effective solution may be reached.
Vulnerable groups may be assisted to a greater extent and general evacuations carried out based
on the alerts to climate disasters or fires, courtesy of early warning systems. We can see the
opposite of this, as well as the fears of its consequences, play out in the cuts to both fire and crisis
preparedness in the USA. With the hampered early warning systems, there are fears that the USA
will be crippled in their response to climate-related disasters and escalating wildfires. In
approaching the system, from a perspective of good rebellion, a commitment towards truth is of
profound importance. If an institution is committed towards accurately informing the public, that
institution should be supported by the good rebel. If this is not the case, support should be

withdrawn.

An additional aspect of silence as disconnection that may be of importance here relates to the
overarching attitude regarding the climate crisis. It is of importance that the public be properly
informed regarding the crisis. In this sense, any attempts towards misinformation, either intentional
or not, is profoundly discouraged. The argument here is that this misinformation, in accordance
with Camus’ argument on disconnection, only divides humanity. In this regard, the good rebel
would only support institutions that bear special attention towards eliminating misinformation and

that has a commitment towards exploring the truth regarding the crisis.

5.6.6 Social Tipping points:

To conclude this section, it is important to consider how this application of the absurd may assist in
thinking about the climate crisis. To this end, we should consider the topic of social tipping points.
However, before doing so, it is important to situate it in the broader context of the literature
surrounding tipping points. We can find the root of tipping points in the social sciences, where is

has been applied to social phenomena as well as influencing work done on concepts such as
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“threshold behaviour”, critical mass models, and game theory (Nuttall, 2012:97).Their
comparatively broader application thereof has being used to explain topics such as racial
segregation in the USA and the various accounts of revolutions (Winkelmann et al., 2022). Later, in
the field of ecology and socio-ecological systems research, tipping processes referred to the rapid
shifting of systems between stable states, as well as the related social and ecological causes
thereof (Winkelmann et al., 2022). Beyond its early usage, tipping points became associated with

the climate crisis as the concept evolved.

If we look at more recent usages of the term, we may see an increasing association between
tipping points and the climate crisis, with Nuttall (2012:97) arguing that it was first mentioned in
publication by James Hanson in around 2005, with Lenton et al. (2008) credited with the
introduction of “tipping elements” into the debate (Nuttall, 2012:98; Winkelmann et al., 2022).
Regarding defining tipping points, in relation to the climate, Lenton et al. (2008) states the

following:

“We offer a formal definition, introducing the term ‘tipping element’ to describe subsystems
of the Earth system that are at least subcontinental in scale and can be switched—under
certain circumstances—into a qualitatively different state by small perturbations. The tipping
point is the corresponding critical point—in forcing and a feature of the system—at which

the future state of the system is qualitatively altered.”.

Deutloff et al. (2025), argues that a number of earth system components have been identified,
possibly exhibiting tipping behaviours, with concerns regarding their tipping, as well as the related
negative effects this will have on humanity, causing a call for political actions to avoid them. In
response to sustainability concerns, tipping points in the social sciences have investigated the
reorganisation of systems, particularly with reference to purposefully tipping social systems to
develop into sustainability and climate actions (Winkelmann et al., 2022). It is on this last point that
we will focus our efforts, going forward, as it presents a good manifestation of the application of the

absurd discussed previously.

It is to this end that social tipping points need to be discussed. Otto et al. (2020:2355), defines
social tipping dynamics as processes that spread in complex social networks that can be difficult to
stop. These social tipping points have been used to explain how the climate crisis can be
approached. Otto et al. (2020:2357-2361) argues that they can be used to counteract the climate
crisis by encouraging change in the energy production system, human settlements, norms and
values, the education system and information systems (Otto et al., 2020:2357-2361), with the
change in norms and values potentially helping the most vulnerable social groups by pressuring
leaders democratically to account for the ethical issues regarding fossil fuel use (Otto et al.,
2020:2360). Supporting this, Westly et al. (2011:767) argues that societal change occurs due to
the interaction of organisations and institutions, where institutions influence transformation in

organisations via the rules they set for these organisations to follow. Following this it is argued that,
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to influence sustainable change, institutions encouraging unsustainable practices need to be
changed in order for organisations to adopt more sustainable practices. (Westly et al. 2011:767).
Another application of this can be technology, where Nijsse et al. (2025:102), argues that as the
adoption of sustainable technology increases, the likelihood of such adoption increases in kind.
This can be due to a number of reasons. Firstly, as sustainable technology adoption increases,
infrastructure changes to support this, in turn making it easier to adopt these technologies
afterwards (Nijsse et al., 2025:102). Secondly, infrastructure changing to accommodate
sustainable technology could reach a point where compatibility for unsustainable technologies
reduces, further incentivising the shift away from them (Nijsse et al., 2025:102). Lastly, as more
and more people adopt these sustainable technologies, it creates a social incentivisation for more
people to adopt these technologies (Nijsse et al., 2025:102). The common thread amongst these
applications of social tipping points, emphasises the power of societal change to influence positive
change in the climate crisis. It is for this reason that my application of absurdism will follow along

the same train of thought.

Building on these applications of social tipping points to the climate crisis, my intention is to argue
that the absurdist approach, explored in this article, can facilitate social tipping points. This
approach can assist with encouraging a change in the predominant norms and values of society by
providing a framework through which the individual can measure the action, or inaction, of
institutions regarding vulnerable groups. In this sense, the individual will support institutions that
are dedicated to an inclusive approach to the climate crisis. The choice to remove support from an
institution, due to its lack of conformity to the aspects of good revolt, may encourage these
institutions to change their approaches to the crisis to reflect the predominant view held by society.
Similar to the previous applications of social tipping points, the proliferation of this approach could
greatly increase after a tipping point is triggered, causing a return to the previous, unsustainable,

status quo to be unlikely.

5.7 Conclusion:

In this article the issues of the climate crisis were examined with relation to those groups of
individuals it affects the most. Absurdism was explored in a section where “The Rebel” was used to
determine what an ideal institution would be for the good rebel. Next, wildfires, cataclysmic
weather phenomena, damages to information systems, the idea of disproportionate damage and
damages to agriculture were discussed with the idea that these effects are extremely detrimental to
vulnerable groups, leading to climate displacement. Concerning solutions, “green-technology” was
criticised for some of its implementations, whilst an alternative was proposed that will rely on

improved information systems, adaptation strategies, properly implemented technology and policy.

48



Finally, the absurdist theory was applied to the problem of vulnerable groups, where it was argued
that the role of an individual is to support institutions that seek to responsibly address the issue of
climate vulnerability. This may then encourage a social tipping point that will lead to encouraging
institutions to effectively address the climate crisis. Though the power of one individual is often not
enough to bring about real change, or to assist those most vulnerable, the power of a group of
individuals dedicated to change can be much more effective. If we hold our institutions to the
standard emphasised by absurdism, we may encourage those institutions that frequently hold the
power to bring about change, to act in accordance with these same principles. To bring about real
change means to emphasise the principles that are suited to resolution of the problem. In an effort
to help those most vulnerable to the crisis, there needs to be a systematic change of priorities

towards these principles.
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6 CONCLUSION:

In addressing the problem of the individual's response to the climate crisis, this project investigated
this issue on two fronts. To begin, the focus was placed on the revolt of radical climate activist
groups against the climate crisis and the institutional action or inaction leading to it. Through the
application of Camus’ criteria of good and bad revolt, it was determined that these groups largely
do not adhere to the aspects of good revolt. Mainly, these groups have a tendency to use humans
as a means to an end in their proliferation of climate crisis awareness. In this sense these groups
do not act against the suffering in the world whilst not contributing to it. In the second article the
focus shifted to those institutions themselves. Here those same principles of good and bad revolt
were applied to understand how an individual should respond to a climate crisis that increasingly
harms those most vulnerable to it. Here it was posited that the individual should act against the
crisis by supporting institutions that address the issue of climate vulnerability, whilst withdrawing
support from those that do not. In this way support will encourage institutions to address this issue
of vulnerability in their approach to the climate crisis. The article was then concluded with the
application of this finding with social tipping points. Here it was argued that social tipping points
may represent a mechanism by which environmentally sound behaviour may take hold in society,
in particular, through change that supports institutions with principles that align with the elements of
good revolt, namely: not treating individuals as a means to an end nor to merely preserve the
survival of the revolution, not focussing on the future to the detriment of the present, striving
against falsehood as a means of division, accepting that freedom is relative not total and striving to
implement constructive practices instead of destructive ones. In conclusion, when addressing and
recommending the actions taken against the climate crisis, it is important not to lose sight of the

human aspect, as there is a notable human cost to the crisis, that needs to be taken into account.
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