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GRADE 3 

EDUCATOR FRAMEWORK FOR TEACHING PHONONOLICAL 

AWARENESS TO GRADE THREE ENGLISH SECOND LANGUAGE 

LEARNERS 

Phonological awareness activity Support material 

14. Blend and segment 

 Refer to familiar words and say one word at a time in turtle 

talk.  In other words very slowly so that learners hear the 

correct pronunciation. 

Phoneme analysis 

worksheet  

page 300 

 Remember to colour code the vowels in yellow, beginning 

blends in red and final blends in blue. 

 

 Learners try to blend and segment their own words with three 

or four sounds. 

 

 Give each learner the phoneme analysis worksheet and ask 

them to write the whole word in the top big square and 

segment the word in the blocks below. 

 

 Word search worksheets can be used to reinforce the skill of 

blending and segmenting. 

Word Search  

page 336 

15. Phoneme deletion:  initial sounds aural activity 

 Give the learners a word.  Learners need to say the remaining 

part of a word once the initial sound has been deleted.  

Example: “Say shop without /sh/.”  Learners reply “op.” The 

remaining part of the word does not need to make sense. 

Phoneme deletion: 

initial sounds list of 

words  

page 301 

 Tongue twisters are a fun way to reinforce sounds. Tongue twisters  

page 306 

16. Phoneme deletion:  final sounds aural activity 

 Write a word on the board or show learners a picture card with 

the word and remove the final sound of the word. 

Phoneme deletion: 

final sounds list of  

words  

page 302 
 Ask learners to say what the remaining sounds are.  Example: 

“say shop without /p/.”  Learners reply “sho”. 

 Tongue twisters are a fun way to reinforce sounds. Tongue twisters  

page 306 
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17. Phoneme addition:  initial sounds aural activity 

 Give learners the rhyme and ask them to add the given initial 

sound to form a word. Example: “say op, but add a /sh/ in 

front.”  Learners reply “shop. 

Phoneme addition: 

Initial sounds list of 

words  

page 302 

18. Phoneme addition: final sounds aural activity 

 Learners are instructed to add the sound given by the 

educator to form a new word or plural.  Example: “Say go but 

add a /t/ at the back.”  Learners reply “goat.”  As this is an 

aural activity, focus is on the sound of the new word and not 

the spelling thereof. 

Phoneme addition: 

final sounds list of 

words  

page 303 

19. Phoneme substitution 

 Show learners a picture card with a word and explain that 

substituting one sound in a word with another sound, forms a 

new word.  Example: short can be changed to shirt by 

substituting the /o/ with /i/.   

Phoneme 

substitution  

page 303 

 Give learners words from the words already learnt and ask 

them to form new words by substituting a sound in the 

beginning, middle or end. 

 

20. Manipulate phonemes 

 Learners play with sounds learnt and build new words. Written by 

worksheet  

page 307 
 Write a few letters on the board.  Example: a, b, c, d, t.  

Learners can form words such as: cat, bat, at, bad, dab etc 

 Learners draw pictures of the words they have formed and 

write short sentences. 

 

 Learners can be taught letter names at this stage. Example: a 

is the sound but A “ay” is the letter name. 

 

 Learners play the “crazy letters game. Crazy letters game  

page 293 

Songs to teach phonological awareness 

 The educator sings the song and does all the actions. Songs  

page 330 
 The song and relevant pictures are discussed.  Ensure that all 

learners understand the vocabulary in the song.  Pay special 

attention to pronunciation.  Point out rhyming words and 

emphasise initial and final sounds when dealing with this skill. 

 Sing the song with the actions again with the learners.  
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 Individuals or groups of learners take turns to sing the song 

with the relevant actions. 

 

Stories to teach phonological awareness 

 Show learners the pictures and allow discussions regarding 

what they think the short story is about. 

Stories  

page 309 

 Read the short story to them.  Ask questions afterwards and 

ensure all learners understand the short story. 

 

 Re-read the story on several days.  Emphasise rhyme, or the 

sound taught during that week. 

 

 Once learners know the story well, give them the „Written By‟ 

worksheet to draw a picture illustrating the short story.  Allow 

them to write a short sentence. 

 

 This activity provides an opportunity to teach the concept of 

print and how pictures correspond with words. 

Written by 

worksheet  

page 307 

Poems to teach phonological awareness 

 Explain to the learners that rhyming words sound the same 

and have the same ending. 

Poems  

page 305 

 Read the poem to the learners, point to the pictures and say 

the rhyming words out loud.  Discuss the poem and the 

pictures. 

 

 Make sure that all the learners understand the poem and all 

the vocabulary. 

 

 Learners learn the poem, point to the pictures and do the 

actions where applicable. Learners each get a turn to say the 

poem. 

 

Assessment 

 Use the Phonological Awareness Skills Test to assess the 

learners‟ Phonological Awareness. 

PAST  

page 338 

Adapted from Wessels (2011) 
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http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Carolyn-Kisloski/
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