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The study examines some of the strategies undertaken bv the SeJiLwng 

District MunicipaIitv as mechanislns for reducing crime and lighting povertv. 

An exposition of povertv, crime and crirne prevention is yrovicie~i in the 

studv. The LED and IDP projects that Sedibeng has in place t~ fight yovcrtv 

and therefore reducing crime in the area are also provided in this stuclv. 

Some of the social programmes that are in pIace are: health; environmental 

hcal t11; education; ~afetx' and securi ti?; social swuriti. grants; sports, recreation 

arts, culh~re and heritage; housing; water; sanitation; electricitv; and 

transport. Here are some of the finclir~gs that ci7ere made: firstlsp, poverty and 

crirne affect everyonc as they are a social issue; s ~ o n d l v ,  poverty is seen as an 

excuse for people to commit crime; mci thirdlt., there is no clear 

understanding about soc-ial crime prevention and how people can contribute 

to the initiatiires of povertv alle~riation and crime preifention 
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CHAPTER ONE 
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f .l OlUENTATXON AND PROBLEM STATEMENT 

According to the Set l ikng District Municipalih; (SDkf) pro poor rloctrnicnt, 

poverty can be defined in absolute and relative terms. Absohte p u e i t v  relates to 

the minimum standard necdcci to live. Relative poverty conlpares poor groups to 

other groups in m i e t v  and r w c ~ i i s e s  a standard of living, which is considered 

commonplace in societv. Povertv refers to thc inat lquate income k\+els for 

subsistence and deprivation of basic needs (SDh3: S), Defining poverh. in respect 

of t~iconie la-els provides onlv one indicator of social cicyrivation. A broader 

definition looks a t  corrsumption Icvels, assesses access to resources and se r \kes  

and is informed by the nature of power relations and clvnarnics ~vithin society. 

Poverty refleck the extent of social ~narginalist ion or exclusion experienced as  a 

result of lack of power, information or resources. Givcn South Africa's apartheid 

Icgacv, which reflected politics of exciusion for niajoribp of the poyula tion, this is 

hue for most black people who  still livc in poverty. At an even deeper le\*eI, 

uncqual gender rela tiom in miew 11aw J i s e m p o ~ w e d ,  particularIy black 

women in South Africa (SDhl: 9). 

The apartheid legacy had also left the problrni of inequality in South Africa. This 

rcsdts in tension and conflict behveeri communities and groups, and lower 

pokn tial economic growth (Van Wvk, 2004:79). Thc nun~ber  of poor pcoylc in 

Serlilwng District hluniciyality (SDM) has increased, resulting in an  incrmsc in 



crime in the region. Crime is a major source of social concern in South Africa. A 

glance a t  the claiIv newspapers indicates that a significant proportion of their 

c o l u m ~ s  are devoted to reports of murder, theft and accounts of sensational trials 

(Heidensoh, 1959:l). To help combat these crimes, SDM has embarked on 

poverty alleviation strategies of: 

Good governance and the creation of an enabling environment 

Human Resource De\.elopment 

Industrial and Big Businc~q Development 

SMME Development 

Communitv Empowerment and Development 

Rural Development 

Cabinet initiated the National Crinw Prevention Strategv {NCE) in March 1995. 

The strategy is the result of an extensive process of research and analvsis and has 

drawn on international experiences. Both Business Against Crime and NGOs 

concerned with crime prevention have made a substantial contribution to this 

stra tep+. 

The NCFS has the following objectives: 

The estabIishment of a comprehensive @cy framework which will 

enable government to address crime in a cmrdinated and focused manner 

wlucli draws on the resources of all goven~ment agcncies as well as civil 

society. 

The promotion of a shared understanding and comn-ron vision of how we, 

as  a nation, are going to tackle crime, This vision should also inform and 

stinlulatc initiatives a t  provincial and local level. 



The development of a set of national progamrnes that senre to kick-start 

and focus the efforts of various government deyarhnenk in delivering 

qualit?. senrice aimed a t  solving the problems Ieading to high crime levels. 

The maximisation of civil societfs participation in mobilising and 

sustaining crime prevention initia lives. 

Creation of a dedicated and integrated crime yrevmtion cayacitv which 

can condud ongoing rescarclz and evaluation of departmenkt1 and public 

campaips  as we11 as  facilitating effmtiue crime yrevmition programmer 

at provincial and local level. 

This National Crime Prevention Strategy is based on a fundamentally new 

approach by go\.ernment. In particular, it requires die development of wider 

responsibilitv for crime prevention and a shift in emphasis from reactive "crime 

con trnl"; which deplovs most resources t~\%~arrls responding after crimes have 

alreaciv been committed, towards proactive "crime prevention" aimcd a t  

yre\.entbig crime from occurring at all. 

The strakegy focuses an a number of challenges, vit: 

Existing crime data is vcm unrdiabIc and ran be misleading. This places a 

priority on  gathering rcl iablc crinw hifor~nation so a s  to ffacilita te effective 

deplovn~en t of resources and rlvnamic strategic planning. 

w Media reyrmcntations of crime are very influential in shaping public 

pcrceptions. These are liowever; often disproportionately responsive to 

audible interest groups in society, rather than to less olwious, but 

important, crime issues. An cffcctive conununicatiorrs strategy, based on 

reliable information, is important in properly informing public opinion in 

tlic figlit against crirne. 

According to the National Crime Prevention Strategy, high levels of crirne pose a 

seriorrs t h a t  to South Africa's emergent democracy. VioIcnt crime often leads to 



a tragic loss of life arid injury, and the loss of possessions and tivelihood due to 

crime is incalcuTabIe. Crime results in the deprivation of die rights and dignity of 

citizens, and poses a threat to peaceful r e o h t i o n  of differences and rightful 

participation of all in the democratic process 

Crime casts fear intw the hearts of South Africa~~s from a11 walks of life and 

prevents them from taking their rigl-rlful place in the development and growth of 

the c o m b r .  I t  dub i t s  citizem from con~municating with one another freely, 

from engaging in econornic activity and prevents entrepreneurs and investors 

from taking adj'arttage of the opportunities that the country offers (NCPS 1996). 

It  is aIso manifested diat there are different hrpes of c r h e s  in our societies 

meaning that, there should a1.w be different causes of crime. The types and 

categories of crime are: 

Crimes involving firearms, which have significant1t. inc~vasd the level of 

violence, associated with crime, thereb\q increasing p1n~sicaI and 

psychoIogical costs of crime to societv. 

Organized Crime, including the organized sn-ruggling of illegal 

immigrants, narcotics and gangs teris~n serve to generate higher levels of 

criminality and violence. Since the advent of democracy and the re- 

u~tegration of South Africa into the international communitv, there has 

been a rapid growth in this form of crimc. 

White Collar Crirnc p h c s  a burden on the economy and contribu tcs h7 

the prevailing sense of lawlessness 

Gender Violence and crimes against children are not onlv highly prevalent 

but have a profoundly negative impact on the rights and future ~ e l I - ~ i n g  

of women and children, 



Violence associated with inter-group conflict, such as pditicd conflicts, 

taxi t?ioIerrce ancl land disy u tes are unaccey tably comnwn in South Africa 

and pose a threat to den~ocra tic tolerance and orderly co-existence. 

Vehicle theft and hijacking has increased substantially and has 

conhi bu ted to increased Ievels of fear and insecurity. 

4 Corruption within the criminal justice system, contributes to a general 

climate of lawlessness, and serves to undermine the legitimacy and 

effectiveness of the criminal justice sjYstem. 

Thc exact strategies and niechanis~ns that local governments adopt shouId be 

based on local crime prevention priorities and should preferakdv fit within tlic 

four-piliar framework set out it1 NCPS. It is vital that Imal government structures 

acquire the necessary skilIs to engage criine pl-evcn tion issues and d W e l 0 ~  the 

required cayacitv to drii-e crime prevention projects. 

The Criminal Justice Process aims to make the criminal justice system more 

efficient and effective. It must provide a sure and clear deterrent for criminals 

and reduce the risks of re-offending. Reducing Crime through EnvironmentaI 

Design fmuscs on Jesicgning systems to reduce thc opportunity for crime and 

increase the ease of detection and identification of csin~inals. Public Values and 

Eclucation concern initiatives aimed at changing the wav communities react to 

crime and \klence. It in\~olves progranmes that utilize yu blic education ancl 

inlorma tion in facilitating meaningful citizen yartici pa tiort in crime prevention. 

Trans-na tional crime programmes aim at improving the con trofs nvcr cross 

border traffic relakd to crime and reducing the rcfuge, which thc region 

offenders to intema tionaI c r imhd ssy ndicate. 



The White Paper on S a k k  and Security (sec. 5)  aclvwates a grcater role for Iocal 

government in the delivew of crime prevention. For municipalities, it rletailetl 

the following functions: 

Initiate, co-ordina te and participate in targeted social crime prevention. 

hTork with local police to set joint local safek priorities and possible areas 

for local government intervention. 

Align mu~iicipl  resources and objectives with a crime prwcntion 

framework to ensure that development yiujects take account of crime 

prevention. 

Effective enforcement of municipal bv-laws 

To balance the grea t ~ r  role given to local government, the White Paper (,sx. 5) 

aka  ou tlincd sonic new roles for Cornmunib Policing Forums (CI'Fs): 

Co-operate wit11 local government to jointly set crime prevention 

priorities. 

Assist in the development of targeted crime prevention programmes. 

Identify flasl-ipoints, crime patterns and communitv anti-crime activities 

Mobilize cmd organize community basccl campaigns and activities. 

Facilitate regular attendance bv Iml councilors at CPFs riicetings 

The key cr~iiceyhral guidance provided in the \l!hite Paper was that policing and 

crime yrcventinn should be integrated and in ter-lcxking. This aimcd to address 

the historical gulf between the endeavours of the NCPS and hose of the SAPS. 

Sc.dibaig District h3unicipalih is situated at the banks of the Vaal River. It 1-ias 

three Local Municipalities, nanielv; ehllfulcni, h s d i  and hlidvaal. All of t h c . ~  

n~unicipalities Iiavc different sociw~onomic challenges. 



1. Emfuleni Local Municipalitv 

I Vanderbijtpmk, Vereeniging, Barrage, Sharpevillc, Boipatong 

Sehkeng and Evaton fall within this municipal area. 

There is a high level of urbanization, high levels of unemployment, 

and high levels of crime in the CBDs of Vcreeniging and 

\'anderbijlpark, robberies, theft of motor vehicles, theft out  of 

motor velLliclc and housebrca king 

There is no Metro Police Department in place in this Municipal 

Area 

2. hlidvaal 1-ma1 hdunicipalih7 

De Deur, hkyerton and KIiprivier fall w i t h i  this X4ctro area. 

There is a rapid duvelopnient of informal settlements in De Dew, 

TuIamtwana, Ironside, Sweet Water, W~eeler's Farm, Jackso~~ville, SiceIo 

High levels of unempIovment 

Increasing levels of burglarv a t  residence in hleverton 

fig11 incidence of carjacking and truck jacking on the R59 highway and at 

Engcn One Stop on the R59. 

3. Lewrfi  Local Municipalitv 

Ratanda, Heidelberg and Dtlvon fall within this Municipal area. 

0 Ra pid devclopmmt of inforn~al scttlc.men ts. 

High Ievels of unemployment especially in Ra t<mcla. 

Bad lighting and access to roads. 

Impun~elcIo not accessible by entcrgerrcy vehicles. 

Liquor misuse and shebwn operations in informal settlements. 



The Inkegrated Development Plan (IDP) and Economic Development Projects in 

the Sedibeng Oistritt hdunicipalitv as outlined in the hiiunicipalih's review 

2OO4/ 05 mention the following strategies for job creation: 

Establish a District Eco~iomic Developrne~it Agencv 

Iinplernen t the Integrated Economic Development Plan 

Promote Shl h4E Development 

EstabIisIi m SMME Service Providers Catalogue 

Coordinate SMME capacih and Skills Development 

Establish a RegionaI Business Chamber 

Establish an Agricultural Forum 

Support the Development of Eriierging farnicrs 

1.2 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

Following from thc problem statement analpseci, this studv attempts to find 

answers to the folIowing questions: 

\2rliat is meant by povcrrtv, crime and crime prevention? 

What is the role of the Seclilwng District Municipality in fighting poverty 

as a means to crime prmvntion? 

What prompted the National Crime Prevention Strategy? 

What is the relationship L-tween different rolc-players in crime 

prwen tion? 

What 1DP and LED projects are in SDhl for poverty alleviation and crime 

prevention? 

1.3 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 

To give a thmretical exposition of poverty, crime and crime prevention in 

SDM . 



To define the role of Sedibeng District Municipality in poverty alleviation 

and crime prevention. 

To give the orientation of Na tionar Crime Prevention Strategy. 

Investigate the existing relationship of role-players and how it can be 

iinproved. 

Offer recommendations on how Sedibeng District Municipality can 

improve the LED and IDP strategies in alleviating poveris. 

1.4 HYPOTHESIS 

Crime is a concerned socio-economic and Iegal pr~ddern in Sedibeng region. .An 

increased implements tion of macro-economic strategies bv the district 

municipality and other stakeholders' participation could positively result in 

reducing poverty a i d  crime in the region. 

1.5 METHODOLOGY 

According to Kotler and Arnishong (1987: 101) clata could be collectcrl by 

telephone, ycrsonal interviews and questionnaires bv mail. It should be noted 

that data and metl~odologv are inextrica blv interdependent. This is mainlv the 

reason why the research i~iethociologv and approach to be used for a particular 

subject should dtvays take hito account the nature of the data to be uscti in the 

resolution of the problem, with emphasis on meaning than on memhrs. Bvxiard 

and Hanekom (1997:129) argue that the nahrre of rcscarch, unit  analvsis, data 

sources and the academic field in which a spccific stud}? is ut~clertakcn are 

uishumental hi selecting the applicable research methods. 

15.1 Literature Study 

Techniques for this stud\. consisted of a literature study and an empirical 

investigation. A study of a\pailabIe literature on poverty and crin~e was 

undertaken. Time invoI\.cci the study of: journals, books and internet sources. 



According to Taylor (2005:1), a literature review is an account of what has been 

published on a topic by accredited scholars and researchers. Occasionally one 

will be asked to write one as a separate assi&mment (sometimes in the form of an 

annotated L?ibliographv), but more often it is part of tlie introduction to an  essav, 

research report, or thesis. In writing the literature review, one's purpose is to 

convev to his or her reader what kno~.ledge and ideas have been established on 

a toyic, and what their st~engths and iveaknesses are. As a piece of writing, the 

literature review must be defined by a p i d i n g  concept (e.g., research objective, 

the problem or issue one is discussing or argumentative tIiesis). It is not just a 

descriptive list of the material available, or a set of summaries. 

Besides enlarging one's knot&dge about the topic, writing a literature rcvicw 

enables one gain and demonstrate skills in hvo areas; namely: 

Information seeking: tlie ability to scan the literatwe cfficiently, using 

manual or computerized ~ncthds,  to identify a cet uf useful articles 

and books, 

Critical appraisal; the abilih? to apph principles of analysis to ideiitifv 

unbiased and valid studies. 

A number of written sources were consulted for thc purpose of this research. 

h4ost of tlic sources consulted are from Sedilwng District hluiuciyality, for 

acruracv. A number of surveys were undertaken by SDhli in ordcr to make 

findings about the poverty and intyualihr levels in the region and crime as well. 

These are fitting for the s h d v ,  for the findings recordecl corresyonrl with the 

general feeling of the resirlents; some were interviewed for the yurposc of this 

stud\* while with others it was a general talk, concerning the subject. 

%me of the writings were. obtained from the Intenict, focusing on the different 

i n t c r p ~ t a  tions and definitions of the subjects tlia t were researched (poverty; 

h e q u a l i ~  and crime). 



1.5.2 Method 

The analytical-descriptive method was used along with the historical ntethd.  

The cznalvtical-lustorica! method is defined as a method where the d c t d  of all 

event, process or phenomena is looked into to get a clear understanding of the 

whole (Mouton, 1996:35). Crime is described and andvsed and i t s  causes are 

investigated. As a means to how it can be prevented will be deriived during the 

su we!?. 

15.2 EmpiricaI Research and Design 

Crime pre~~ention. is evervone's respo~lsibility. Crime affects the econonw of the 

country and senres as a hindrance to bushess, foreign investments and so on. 

Due to financial constraints and also to limit the scope of this studv the empirical 

investigation was conducted in ! x o  SAPS local n~unicipalities, namely Emfdeni 

and kfidvaal Iocal municipalities, comparing the efficiency of each municipality's 

crime prcvention techniques and strategies. The following research methods 

were applied. 

15.2.1 Interviews 

\Yessczls (I !BJ:-lO-l) believes that one of thc most frequently used techniques of 

data arc interviews and questionnaires. Intervic~s are yarticularlv useful for 

gctting the stow h h i i c i  a participant's expericiices. Tlie interviewer can pursue 

in-depth inforn~ation around a topic. Interviews mav be uscfill as follow-up to 

certain rcsyonden ts to q uestionnaires, such as to further investigate their 

responses. Usually opcn-ended questions are asked during intenriews 

(AicNarnara 1999:l). 

Interviews by telephones 

Luck and Rubin (1987:106) are of the opinion that the klephonc is definitely the 

most convenicn t means of reaching survey respndcnts. Nel, et ai. (1988:168) 



agreed and assured that this method is important for the inten~icwer to gain and 

maintain the cooyeration and confidence of the respondent. In order to establish 

support, a pleasant and friendIv teIephone voicc and a short introtluction are 

essential. Luck and Rubin (1987:104) further stated that dus was the traditional 

meJ iu m where interviewer engaged in face- to-face conversa tion wi tli the 

respondents, which could take place in various types of Iocations. 

Personal Interviews 

Personal in tenliew is a well-known method of collecting data (Babbie, 1998:264). 

Tntervisws can either be formal or informal. Informa1 or structured interviews, 

prepared or standardized scheduled questioiuiaires are used to c o l k t  

quantitatiw data. Informal or unstructured interviews are used to prove in- 

depth questions in order to gather qualitative data. Personal intcnriews may be 

tirnc- consuming rvith time not taken u p  by the intenfiewee itsclf but used in 

arranging the a ypoin tmen t that suits both the in tentiewer and respoliden t. 

Tlw interview swvcs as  a usefuI fiinction; all questions arc answered and that the 

respondent understands the instructions and questions. However, the 

inte~viewer can also cause errors. He or she ma)? misunderstand the respondents' 

answers, Lxit m a k e  a cIerical crror hi recording it, or i t  mav simply record an 

answer et7en when the respondents failed to reply. To avoid this situation 

interviews can be recorded wit11 permission of thcl intex-vicwcr (Luck & Rubin 

1957: 106)- 

Finally, Patton (1991: 339) found that the I-esoarcl-ier's full attention must  bc 

f ~ u s c d  upon the interviewer. Hc must be thinking about proving for further 

exylnna tion or clarificatioii of what hc is now saying, formrilatillg yrobc.~, 

relating current discussion with what hc has alreadv said, thinking alieacl t c ~  add 



a new question that has now arise11 and was taken account of in the standing 

guide and attending to the intwviewer in a nmnner that communicates to him 

that the researcher is indeed listening. In addition, there is a problem of taking 

notes even if shorthatid is u s d  i n  the process, which decreases a researcl~er's 

Interviewing capacity; it is advisable that the discussions should be taped. 

Semi-structured interviews with the selected niembers of the crime prevention 

organisations were conducted, viz the SAPS in En~fiileni and I'vLidvaal to 

corn pare senrice delivery and public participation in crime prevention. I11 

addition, a questionnaire was used to test the validity of rescarcl-1 questions, 

objectii*es and the hv~ . . t l i~ s i s  on the efft~tiveness of sh-a tegies bv the SDM it? 

fig11 ting poverty and crime prewntion. 

1.5.2.2 Participant Observation 

Participant observation has a quite distinct history from that of the positivist 

approach to research. Positivist researchers employing qucstionnaires and 

survcys assume that thev alreadv know"+hat is important. In contrast, 

participant obsenration makes no firm assumptions about what is important. 

This method ~ I I C O U  rages researchers to imnicise themselves in the d a y - b d a  y 

activities of the people whom they are attempting to unria-stand. In contrast tn 

testing ideas (deductive), thcv mav lx developed from obselvations (Wikipcdia, 

2003). 

Ttie a n a h i s  of observations 

There are four stages of arralgsis whosc overall aim is the catcgorisation of 

cc7I l~  ted data within the context of a Jevelopec- tlieoretical framework. 

+ To select and define problenis, conccpts and indices (such a s  

inequalities, social classes, class mobility, wages and status). Once 

established, observed phenomena are then placed within a 



theoretical framework (sav, theory of market inequality) for further 

investigation. 

A check on the frequencv and distribution of phenomena (e-g., 

percentage of sample population in different social classes). This 

means to see what amen ts ar~d relations are ty pica1 and widespread. 

It is a t  tlGs p i n t  that the distinction between qualitative and 

quantitative work breaks down (but not Lwhuccn good and bad 

research). 

The construction of a social system model; i.e., moving from 

sulrstcmti\.e to formal theon., and  the need to makc broader links in 

obsen~ationa1 studies (e.g., social class tensions and mobility in 

other parts of society). In analvsing different contexts (say, various 

houscholds, communities, and/or places), the researcher can then 

rncnre to more forma1 t h m q  composed of abstract categories (say, 

Marx's t k o n r  of class). Assisting hi this stage of analwis is thc use 

of units. A unit is a tool to usc in scrutinising the data. Tvpes of unit 

hicllrde 'class', 'status', 'practices', 'roles', 'relationships', 

'organisa tions', 'settlemen k', etc. Each of dime clifferen t units may 

have different qutstions asked of them by the analyst. Hew, the 

development of an analvtic framework during fieldwork rcndeis 

thc data both manageable and intelligible. 

Tlw withdrawal from the field to a final analysis and write-up. Both 

clistance and time are necdcd for reflection and analvsis of the data. 

No matter how tvell the data are analysed, the results must bc 

presented and communicated in a way that is both persuasive, +,4 

argued and accessible to the arrdience, demonstrating the 

authenticitv of the descriptions and their a~-raI\~srs (u kgeocitit. 's . corn 

/clrmparticipantoher~~ati~ii). 



As it was important for the researcher to be knowledgeable in the subject, it was 
recommend4 that she becomes part of the sunrev, she c o d d  give her own 
interyretatior-1s of the subject, and how her feelings and observation about the 
subject compare with ff lose of other respondents. 

The researcher is involved in a crime prevention organization (Youth crime 

prarention desk) in the region a i d  has therefore been a participant in noting data 

relevant to the rescarch topic. Participant observation is a reconunended 

teclinique since it is an unobtrusive data collection technique. 

1.6 OUTLINE OF CHAPTERS 

Thc study consists of five chapters, namelv: 

Chapter 1: IntrorIuction: ProbIcm statement and research methods. 

Chapter 2: Theoretical exposition of poverty and crime in the Sctiibeng District 

Municipality. 

Chapter 3: IDP and LED strategies for po\.erty alleviation in the Sedibeng 

District h3unicipality. 

Chapter 4: Em yirical sh~dy of poverty alleviation strategies as meclianisms for 

ciirnc prevention in the Secfikng Dishict h3unicipality. 

Chapter 5: R~onmenda t ions  m d  Conclusion. 



CHAPTER 2: THEORETICAL EXPOSITION OF POVERTY AND CRIME IN 

THE SEDIBENG DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY 

2.1 INTRODUCTION 

Povertv or stratification by social class was the first socidogicaf variabIe ever 

looked into as a possible cause of crime. Some sociologisk would say religion 

was the first sociological variable, but the field of crimi~~ology claims a slightl~. 

different heritage. Tl-rcre are two reasons wli>* poverty ctmc to be of interesk 

firstly it was an endurhig social problem in all societies across time, Iike crime; 

and secondl!* it was suspected that something in the causes of poverty were the 

same as the causes of crimc. 

This ckaptcr fclcuscs on the follouving: t11c nature of inequalih and poverty in 

South Africa; demographics of the Sclibeng District Municipalit\r; poverty in 

Sdibeng; ineyuaIitv in Sedikng  and the causes and effects of pcx7erty and crime 

UI sC.dibei~g. 

2.2 THE NATURE OF INEQUALITY AND POVERTY IN SOUTH AFRICA 

According to \*an Wyk (2004: 751, South Africa is classified as an (upper) middle 

income country bv the World Bank in terms of per capita GDP ($3010 in 1994) 

vet, absolute and reIative po\*erty are stiIl commonplace. It is furthermore 

indicated that the incidence of poverh and the level of human development in 

South Africa is more on a par with those of a Iow- ~ I T C C ) M ~  cot111 try (Wlii teford et 

al; 1995: 17). In order for the government to formulate atid i~nplement economic 

policies and strategies to alleviate poverty, the government needs basic 

information a b u t  the scope, nature am1 incidence of pmerty in South Africa. 

X number of shldies and sunwys have been conducted to meet this need for 

infomiation such as the following: 



The Statistics SA October Household Survey which obtains a wide range 

of information on district basis as well as on die income, employment and 

spnding patterns of different households. 

Tlie Statistics SA Census Survey. The most recent census was conclucted in 

2001. This data is useci to caIculate the Human Devcloprnent Index for 

South Africa. 

The Living Standards and Development Survey (LSDS), which was 

undertaken bv the South African Labour and Development Research Unit 

(SALDRU) in 1993 and obtained nridc ranges of information on the living 

standards a i d  poverty profile of some SO00 hot~seliolds. Other 

institutions, such as the RDP office, the World Bank and the Human 

Science Research Council (HSRC), use this statistical base k, compile 

reports on pover h. 

From the above inforniation and sources, powrtv in South Africa can be 

described on the basis of firstlv, on the standard of absolute povertv such as the 

numbers and pcrcentage of people living below the poverty line and the extent of 

the p o v w e  gap. Sccondlv, the stmdanls of reIative poverty such a s  deciles 

percentages and Gini coefficients, Thirdlv, on the composite inclcxes of 

developnwn t IweI, such as  the Human Development Index (HDI). Hcnce, 5x1 t11 

Africa is cliaracterised bv extremes of wealth and inequalit)), classified as a 

nucldle-i~icorne developing country. It has 'two nations' within it uiz a small 

nun i l - r  of very weaIthy pcople and a large nurnbcr of ~le1-y poor people 

(Ruknstehi 1995A4). 

2.2.1 Poverty Lines and Absolute Poverty in the Sedibeng District 

Municipality 

Dcbraj (1998: 2) detlnes a povcl-hr line as follows: "if a govcmment guarantees to 

make iticome up to some particular IevcI d ~ e n  it may be presunied that: that level 



is the polrere line". This is a problematic definition k a u s e  an uncharitable 

governnient may reduce the guaranteed income, thus reducing the incidence of 

po\lerF so defined while increasing the incidence of actual poverty. 

According to GlobaI Insight (2004), povere Iine is a nwasurement of the 

minimum level of expenditure required for basic necessities plus a n  extra 

amount required to participate in daily needs. h e  yovertv line separates the 

poor from the non-poor in society. According to the Development Bank of 

Southern Africa (DBSA), the absolute povertv line in South Africa refers to a 

inon tlil y household expnd i  tu re requirement of R 353 per l~ousehol d. Horvever, 

the calcu1ations by Global Insight reflect a higher figure of R678 r~quircd for one 

person. Below is a comparison of poi7ertv line in nominal Rands for various 

~iouscliolsl sizes bemeen 2000 and 2003. 

Table I: HOUSEHOLDS LIVING UNDER THE POVERTY LINE 

Source: SDh3 1:15 

Household 

size 

The poverb rate (the percentage of population living in poverty) is 

approximatel\* 39%. I11 contrast, Urban Econ's estimates arc 46% while Co- 

operative and Alternative Ccn ter (COPAC) is closer to 50 % . An average poverty 

rate for these figuivs is 45%. The differences in estimates show that poverty 

measurements dcpend on variabIes used. Using Global Insight's figures, to halve 

the povertv rate in Scdiheng tvould require more than dvubIe the pcople 

2000 2001 I 2002 

2003 



employed and a decline in the utiempIoyment rate from i ts  estimated 47% to 

a b u t  20% (Global Insight 2004). 

2.2.1.1 Absolute Poverty 

Absolute poverty in monetary terms can be nteasurcd onlv if a poverht line is 

established for a particular countrv or region. The povertv line is the level of 

income (expenditure) in Rand terms, in respect of wluch a pcrson or household 

c'm be classified as absolutely poor (van Wvk 2004:76). A n-teasure of absolute 

poverty quantifies the numbcr of people below a poverh line, and this poverh 

tine is thought to be independent of time and place. For the measure to be 

absolute, the line must be the same in different countries, this does not change 

when the income distribution chcmges. It is onIy possible when all m n s u i n d  

g d s  and services are counted and when purchasing power parity (PIT)- 

exchange rates are used. The intuition behind an absolute n-teasure is that nicre 

sun-ival takes the same amount of g a d s  across the worIc1 and that e\wvbcxfv 

should be subject to the same standards (Debraj, 1998: 2). 

2.2.1.2 ReIative Poverty 

A nwasurc of relative p 7 e r t y  definines "poverty" as being beIow w n w  relative 

povertv line. An example is when pos7erty is defined as I-roussholds who earn 

Iess than 25% of the nmfian incomtl is a mcasurc of relative poverty. It may be 

addcd that if everyone's inconw in an ezonomy increases, but the incoinc 

distribution stays the same, relative poverty will also stay the same. 

Dobraj (1993: 3) argucs that, the mmsurcs of rclative poverty are almost thc same 

as measuring iney~ial i~- :  If a sscicty gets a more equal income dish-ibution, 

rclative pverty  will fall. Following this, there is a feeling that the term 'relative 

p v e r ~ ~ '  is itself misleadii-tg and that 'Inequality' should be used instead. The 

phrase relative poverh' can also be used in a different sense to mean "moderate 



poverty". For example, a standard of living or levcl of income, which is higher 

than what is needed to satisfv basic needs (like water, food, clothing, sheIter and 

hasic health care), but which is still significantly lower than that of the majority 

of the population under considcra tion. 

2.2.2 Inequality in the Sedibeng District Municipality 

According to van Wvk (2004:79), tIw greatest inequali hr that charactcrises South 

African societ-)l becomes glaringly evident when distribution of income behveeii 

different races and householrls is measured. As indicated by the HSRC, 

significant income ineyualik Ieads to: 

Tension m~i l  conflict between coinmunities and groups. 

Lower potential economic growth, since the potential market for 

manufactured go0cIs is smaller. 

The personal income distribution behvccn houscholcis in South Africa differs 

considerably between racial groups. As a result of the apartheid policv of the 

former gover~irnent, the personal distribution of income in South Africa is often 

given in terms of racia t division {van ?Vyk; 2004:80). In 1993, the average per 

capita income of white households was around 12 times greater than the average 

per capita income of black households. It has sr~bsecluently declined but is still 

high enough to make Sedibeng one of the most uiwqual societies in South Africa 

and d w  world (van 1Yyk 2004: 80). 

According to the Scdibcng District hlrrnicipalityl (2004:19), houselio~ds with no 

incornc almost doubled beh\-een 1996 and 201.  Thc percentage of households 

with no income in the threc lowest income categories increased from 30% in 1996 

to 45.600 in 2001. TIw percentage in the otlicr categories dc~reased, indicating a 

mnsidcrabk decrease in the average household income. The largest 

concentrations of households with 110 income are found in the for~iicr to~vnshiys 

of kbokeirg and Sliarpcvillc. HouwlioIcls living in extreme poverty are 



concentrated in Evaton, Boitumclo, Sharpeville, Ra tanda and Meverton Park, 

which include SiqeIo and Sihldiwe in the Seilibeng District Mu.niciyality. 

Although stabilising, there is a high inequalitv as measured by the Gini 

coefficient, which measured 0.59 in 2003 (SDMI 2004:18). Approximately 81 % of 

the population of Seclibeng resides ir l  Emfuleni. Ntarlv half the households in 

Emfufeni live below thc respective poverh: lines of 46.1% in 1999. The average 

shortfall per poor housel-rold per  month amounted to R 462 (SDM 2003). There 

has been a substantial reiluction in I~ousehoId size from 4.5 niembcrs in 199G tn 

3.3 in 2001 yossiblv as a result of individuals maximising access to subidised 

housing which has decreased hcrusel~old buying pmver. 

2.3 DEMOGRAPHICS OF THE SBDIBENG DISTRlCT MUNICIPALITY 

(SDW 

Sedibeng ic located in the sout l ien  part of Gauteng. Seclibeng District 

hlmicipatih is situated a t  the Vaal River banks. I t  has three Local hlfrtnicipalities, 

namely EnifuIeni, Lesedi and Midvaal. All of these municipalities have differcn t 

s ~ i o - ~ o n o n i  ic chalIenges. 

Sedikng is onc of tlw regions within Gauteng that is most hit by poverty. 

According to Global Insight, it has about 1 196 892 people, out of which 41% are 

k l o w  the yoverhy line who live in the Vmderbij lprk hhgistcrial Dishict. 

Emfuleni has a predon~antlv urban popuIation of 81%, while the urban 

population of Lesorli is 71% and Midvaal has an urban population of only 36% 

(Census: 1996). Approximately 30% of the yqwlation has only a primary 

cclucation or less, indicating \7e1-jP low levels of literacy factors such as illiteracy 

and the state of the economy has a direct bearing on poverty. The total 

unemplovment in the area allnost doubled since 1997 with more unemploved 

fe~nalcs than males. Promoting ycople's participatory institutions, provision of 



basic minimum services, containing the population growth rate and 

environmental sustainability are major concerns. There is increasing level of 

unemployment due to die decline in the formal job sector that can be attributed 

to economic decline and issues of globalisation (SDh31 2004: 1-2). 

2.3.1 NationaI Government Approach 

A third of South African households live in poverty, In many respects, the White 

Paper on Local Government (1!?9S) sets the poverty alleviation agenda for 

municipal government. A poverh focus means that each municipality must 

strive to ensure that the needs of \~ulnerable and clcstitute households witl~in its 

area of jurisdiction are adequately and sustainably addressed (SD.M2 2001: 2). 

Addressing poverty in Sedibeng will require that interventions be undertaken in 

a coherent maruler across all tluee spheres of government that is national, 

provincial and local. VulnerabiIity to yovertv is coun tend by the accu mulation 

of assets and managing these assets in such a way that sustainable livelihoods 

can be gencrated. Tlw essential task of povcrh; programmes or initiatives to be 

inh.ocIucd at  antr level of government is to enhance the basis of poor 

communities, households and individuals bv improving their access to ph~rsical 

and social assets (SDM2 20042). 

2.3.2 Provincial Gover~ln~ent  Approach 

Thc poverh' aliwia tion sb-a t e p  of the provincial government (Deyartricn t of 

ScsciaI Services) seeks to reduce and eliminate dependence and cnsure self- 

relicmce through the following strategies: 

Identifving and targeting the most disadvantaged and vulnerable groups 

and communities for pcrverty alleviation and reduction intewcntions. 

Integrating the Provincial Deparh~~ent  of %cia1 Services' yovcrty 

alleviation programmes and projects with other similar or relevant 

government programmes and projects, by focusing on progranlmes and 



projects that will be inclusive and responsive to community needs a i d  

have the greatest impact in poverty alleviation. 

Creating a conducive environment for the poorest of the p r  and persons 

within the poverty net to acquire the necessary skills and capacity to 

obtain employment and initiate projects that will transIate into business 

ventures or become senrice providers. 

Facilitating access to a wide range of services and opportunities tliat w i l I  

facilitate income genera tion by target groups. 

Developing capacity within communities to effectively yarticiya te in 

various social development proqanmies. 

Encourage and facilita tc intersectoraf, intcnlepartme-tital and 

intergovernmental cooperation and collaboration in poverh alleviation 

and reduction (SDh42 20042). 

2-33 Local Government Approach 

A closer examination of the 1996 Constitution and the White hpcr nn Lwal 

Government (1998) indicates tliat within the South African context, Iocal 

government like the other hvo spheres of government has a development role to 

play. At thc core of South Africa's deveIopmcnt agenda is the eradication of 

poverty and inequality, as it is recognised that t lwe can be no long-term political 

and social stabilihi within the countrv witliout this being achieved. The role of 

local gouernnient is clearly def-Lied in terms of Sextion 152 of the 1996 

Constitution with flie objectives o f  Lwal Governmcnt ileCinec1 as: 

Provision of democratic and accorrntable governmcnt for local 

comn~rr ni tics; 

* P~nvision of services to communities in a sustainable manner; 

Promotion of socia1 and econonlic developrnc.nt; 

* Promotion nf a safe and healtliv environment; and 



Involvement of mmiunities and community organisations in the nia tters 

of local government. 

Further more, Section 153 of the Constitution outlines thc developmental role of 

lml government as foIIows: 

To stnlcbre and manage its administrative, budgeting and planning 

process to give priority to the basic needs of the communih; 

To promote the social and economic development of the cn~nmunit-y; and 

To participate in national and pro\~uicial devefoyment programmes 

It is believed that when the powers and functions granted to local gwernmcnt 

and the economic rleve1opmcnt cl.ralleiigc~s facing the counhy are considered, it is 

clear that one of the determinants of success for local government is their abilihr 

to impact positive1v on poverty and inqunfity. 

Since local government is the sphere of government closest to the citizens, it is 

wspu~isible tor the provision of houselmld infrastructure and services, an 

essential component of social and economic devclopment. This includes services 

such as water, sanitation, local roads, storm water drainage, rcfuse collection and 

clcctrici$... Goal  basic services apart from being a constitutional riglit, are 

essential to enablc people to support famih life, find en~ptovment, develop their 

skills or establish thci r own small businesses. The y rovision of lioriwl~old 

uifrastructurc can yarticularlv make a difference to the l i ~ v s  of women, who 

usuallv play the major role in repraluctive work that sustains the familv and the 

local r;ocliet_\.. 

2.4 DEFINING POVERTY IN SEDI BENG 

The Mrnrfd Bank's 2000 World Devc.Ioyment Report defines poverty as an 

unacceptable deprivation in human well-being that can corny rise both 

yhy siological and social deprivation. Physiological ciepriva tian involves the non- 



fulfill~nent of basic material or biological needs, incIuiljng inadequate nutrition, 

health, education wid shelter. A person can be considered poor if he or she is 

unable to secure the gcxxls and services to meet t h e s ~  basic material needs. The 

concept of phvsiological deprivation is thus closelv related to but can extend 

beyond, low monetary income and consumption Ie\-els. Social deprivation 

widens the concept of deprivation to include risk, vulnerabilit)l, 

disempowerment and a lack of autonomy and self-respect. Given the definitions 

of deprivation, cieprivation often goes beyond ph~siological deprivation and 

sometimes gives greater weight to social deprivation. L,ocal populations 

(including poor communities) should be engaged in the dialogue that leads to 

the most appropriate definition of poverh! in a counbv (Cmk 2001: 2). 

According to the definition above, poverty is characterised by the inability of 

individuals, households or communities to command sufficient resources to 

satis5 a socially acceptable minimum standard of living. Poverty is perceived by 

poor Sortth Africans themselves to include alienation from the cornmunit-v, food 

securik, crowded honles, usage of unsafe and inefficient forms of energv, lack of 

jabs that are abcquately paid and sccure and fragmentation of the familv. In 

conhast, wealth is ycrceivccl to be characte~ised bv good housing, the uscl of gas 

or e1cctricitv and t1w ownership of major durable goals such as a tdevision sct 

or fridge (Poverv aIleviation and gender strategic framework, SDM2: 4-5). 

Seclibeng District Municipality pro poor stra tegp (5DMl: 9, argues that poverty 

refers to inadequate income levels for subsistence and deprivation of basic nwds 

such a s  food, water, shelter, sanitation, health, education and informa tion. 

According k-~ this ilefini tion, inequality servcs a s  an inevi tabIe source of povertv 

in the region. Poverty reflects the extent of m i a l  marginalisation or exclusion 

exyericnced as  a restrlt of a lack of power, information or resources. 



There is a feeling that a focus on poverty implies a focus on increasing the abilih- 

of households to engage in practices, which sustain livelihoods. The District 

h~lwidpalih can influaice the manner in which se l~ice  deIivery is promoted in 

the District ancl promoting secure livelihmds for conimtrnities through public 

service delivery. 

2.4.1 Definition of poverty for IDP use 

Poverty in the South African mntex t is historically, cconomicall~~ ancl socially 

defined. In other words, it is more than low or inadequate inconic. It refers to 

physical ancl spiritual necessities, asscts and inconie. A loss of asscts or the 

inabilih- to ammulate assets because of apartheid policies, that is, access to 

ownersliip or, occupation of land and housing is often what y r ~ i p i b t e s  making 

someone vulnerable to being in a state of poverb (SDM2 2001: 5). 

2.4.2 Generic Definitio~l of Poverty 

Generically poverht is defined as the inability to attain a minimal standard of 

living, rncasurcd in terms of basic consumption needs or the inconw required 

satis+ing them, it is conventional to draw up a povertv line reflecting the 

nionetmv value of consunlption which separates the poor from the non-poor 

(SDM2 2001: 5). 

Poverty in m arca ca i  Lw measured by means of female-headed household. It has 

k n  stated that illiteraat and poverh are major obstacles to the arlvancenicnt of 

women. According to the Dcpartnient of Welfare (undated: 9.11, female 

une~nplownent is higher than that of their niale counfc.~-parts and women also 

tend to be employed at  lower Icvels than tnales and  thercfore earn Ims. 

2.5 DEFINING INEQUALITY 

Inequality can 1 -  defincxl in trnns of k i n g  the opposite of equality, a statc of 

social organisation that enables or gives equal access to resources and 



opportunities to all members. However, there are a nuniberw of possible objectives 

for a policy aimed at  reducing ii~eyrralitv, such as increasing tIie relative income 

share of the least well-off, lowering the income ceiling, facilitating upward 

mobility, promoting cxononiic inclusion, avoiclhg perpetuation of the 

advantages conferred by wealth and achieving more favourable comparisons 

against international vardsticks (Poverty alle\'iation and gender strategic 

framework, Sedibeng District hdunicipa1it)l: 5). 

In twna tionally and nationall\., there are d i f f c ~ n t  hpcs of inequalities that are 

broright akou t by different causes. 

2.5.1 Economic Inequality 

k o n o m k  inequa!ihv is usuaIly measured as income hequalihr. The Gini 

coefficient is the most commonlv used in criminology and it weighs extreme 

ou tconics in iiicqualih~. Weigh tings are done to tIic taiIs of the distribution. Tlic 

Gini coefficient rangcs fmni "0" where everyone is fairlv cqud to "1" tvhere m e  

person has all the wealth and cvcryonc else has none, Gini indexes of as  low a s  

0.20 have rcaclied statistical significance in relationship to crime (Liebbrandt ct a1 

2005: 4). 

2.5.2 Wage  Inequality 

It is ohserved that wagc inequalihr overcomes sonic of the income reporting 

problems associated with using incomc inequality and just counts wages instead 

of total fnmilv inconie. The ecunornv of Seciiheng has the constant widening of 

the gap L-etween rich and poor in terms of the dish-ibution of wage incomc. The 

ratio of  a universi ty-educate~l worker's wages to a high school graduate's wages 

(a coninionly sccn nieasurc) always seems to be widening (Liebbraiidt et al 2005: 

5)- 



25.3 Racial InequaIity 

According to Hoogewn and Ozler (undated), the concept of relative deprivation 

is revised to a concept of "resource deprivation" cluster. According to this 

concept, crime is the greatest in cities that have extensive residential segregation; 

i.e., blacks live on one side of the hacksl whites on the other. 

There is a feeling that unequal economic racial and class conditions have 

traditionally been associated with hidden wono~nics. These are b-ansactioris that 

are unreported and often iIlegal or outside the view and control of the state. 

2.5.4 Crime and Business Cycle (UnempIoyment) 

It is argued t ha t  more crime occurs during economic clownturns and this is 

generally true, for the region, Evabn can be an example in this regard.)uvenilc 

deliu~cluenq, for example, is often referred to as a crime of affluence because it 

gws up during rconoinic upswings, that is, when unemployment is Iow. 

In a convc.~-sation with ex- convicts, thcre is a feeling amongst thc~n that 

unemplopnwnt does cause crime among ex-offenders, as no employer wants to 

lure a pcrsm with a criminal recurd. Unernylc>yrnent also has stronger effects a t  

the neighlxwrhw1. rather than aggregate Icvel, I t  aIso depends 01.1 how one 

defines unemployment. In thc next sections, the causes and effects of crime In 

thc Sediheng District Municipality will he discussai. 

2.6 CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF POVERTY AND CRlME 

Crime in South Africa has increased dramaticallv since the late 1980s. Wiile 

rccent eviclcnce suggcsts that sonip categories of crime arc. sfabilising, national 

crime levels rclnain high. Much of the country's recordcd crime takes place in the 

major cities. Of these, Srdibeng Dish-ict Municiyalih~ is charactwised by suii~c of 



the highest levels of criminahr Uohamesburg City crime Prevention Strategy 

2001). 

Reducing the level of crime in the Sedibeng District Municipalih~ (SDM) relies on 

a niulti-faceted strategy that draws mi the resources and skills of a trariety of role 

players. This is because crinie cannot be ended through ydicing intenrentions 

alone. Sonic types of crime, such as those associated with high levels of alcohol 

abuse, for example, are most effectively prevented through initiatives which aim 

to undermine tliu causes of and opportunities for crime. The police are not 

always well placed to carry out such interventio~is, And since the causes of (and 

by definition the opportunities for) crime van?, people and places will Ec affected 

in different ways. 

Crime preveiitioii thus refers to those activities that arc intended to reduce or 

prevent the occurrence of specific hlpes of crime (or the fcar thereof). This can 

done either by altering tlic environment in which thev occur, or bv intenwing 

more brcraciIv to change the social or other conditions that art! tliought to have 

causal significance with regard to them. Reducing crime also requires that much 

greater effort be directed towards providing support and a d \ k  for those who 

have already been victirnised. This not only supports the process of police 

investigatioiis but should also seek to ensure that revictimisation docs not occur 

(National Crime Prevention Stratc.9, 1996). 

This section looks in detail at the h 7 p  of crime most ILkely to have the greatest 

impact on the %uth African pubiic, esycciallv in the SDh4 as dckrmined by thc 

seriousness of the crirne a11d its prevalence in the research. Thus while murder, 

for example, is a serious crime, it is also one that, accorcling to the ofticia1 

statistics, occurs only almu t 22,000 times each year, corn pared to some 500,000 

recorclecl assaults, 300,000 burglarim, and 225,000 mbhrics. It sliaII also address 

the different types of crime in SDM, with refcruricr to the local mr~niciyalitics and 



their places of demarcation; the categories of crime as outlined hi the NationaI 

Crime Prevention Strategy ( N o ;  the roIe of national a d  local government in 

preventing crime as ou tlmecl in the N C E .  

2.7 THE NATIONAL CRIME PREVENTION STRATEGY 

(BACKGROUND) 

The rle\7elopmen t of the National Crime Pm-en tion Stra t e p  (SCPS) began after 

the former South African President, Mr. NR Mandela, in his opening of 

ParIianlent address in 1995, caller1 for more attention to be paid to soIving the 

prob1c.m of crime (Rauch 2001:2). The h4inistrc of Safety and k u r i t v  responded 

to this tall with a dual approach: the police were asked to Jevclop an operational 

plan for iniprotwl and intensifid ~ol ic ing (this became known as the 

Co~nniunity Safety Plan) and the civilian staff of the niinistry was tasked with 

dc\?cloping a longer-term crime reduction approach. The early yhasc of 

rlcveloping this long-term approach was led bv one of We Minister's civilian 

advi-wrs, who drew together a smaIl team of civilian experts on crinw and 

policing matters. M'hcn this coninlittee proposal the development of a widc- 

ranging anti-crime strategy, a ncw group of govcrmlent officials was set t ~ y  to 

take forward the ilevelopinent process. TI-lis later group of officials and 

consultants from six go\-crrunent departments, cha i rd  by another of the 

Minister's civiIian advisors, becanie hiown as  the KCPS strategy team (Rauch, 

2007). 

The policy f r a m c ~ ~ k  provided by the NCPS envisages crime prevention as the 

s h a r d  task of all swturs of government and civil scxich. It sces prevention 

l~appcning on four "fronts" rc.y~~cserrtt.ci by the four pillars of the strategy: 

. Enhancing the dderrent (preventive) effect of thc crimhial justice 

systcm by increasing efficiency and certain hf in the s~~stein;  



Blocking opportunities for crime in  physical environments and in 

systems by redesigning environments and systems, using an 

approach known as crime prevention through eiivironmen taI 

design (CPTED); 

Public education programmes a b u t  crime and its prevention, as 

well as programmes aimed a t  changing the moral climate of the 

society into one which does not tolerate violence or law-breaking 

and 

Tackling the multinationd dimensions of the crimc problem 

though more effective border sccurihf and building strong and 

duvdoymental relationships with neighlwuritig and friendlv 

countries. 

The four-pillar framework and the seven priority crimes should be V ~ C \ Y ~ C .  as a 

matrix in which each of the pillars offers a varieht of metl-tods to prevent each 

tvpe of crime, thus building a range of "tools" which tvou'td, over time, reduce 

the occurrence of that type of crime (Singl-r, 1997: 5). 

2.7.1 The Aims of the NCPS 

The NCPS as part of a broad rieveloprnental a yproach aims to reduce the levels 

of crime hi %uth Africa bv 

Building and in teg~~athg a comprehensive policv franiework to 

guide various government departments, as well as shape and 

rationarise the way in which they utilise- scarce financial resources; 

Generating an ui~clcrstanding of the objective of preventing rather 

tlian n-tcrely controlling crime, tvluch is s h a r d  by all governmcntd 

an  J non-gove~nmen tal sta keholdcrs; 

Setting out a programnw ~vhicli identifies priority areas for action; 

and 



Maximising community participation in crime prevention and 

building confidence in all %uth Africans that crimc will be 

rcducd.  

These are all very sul~stu~t ia l  demands and expectations, esytrciallv on a 

government going through a difficult and thorough process of democratic 

transformation. Both becausc of this, and because of the cleeplv-rooted nature of 

crime in South Africa, the NCPS does not seek to merely adopt "quick fix" or 

reinedial measures wluch cannot offer a sustainabIe reduction in crime, but 

rather attempts to generate targeted, spwialised and prioritised short-, medium- 

and Iong-term programmes which recognise that safety is a basic nwd of all 

South Africans. I n  so doing, the NCPS also aims to prioritisc the needs of victims 

of crime (Singh, 1997: 5). 

2.7.2 Principles Underlying the NCPS 

The policy framework provided by the NCPS was underpinned b>p a set of 

principles aimed at  informing the approach taken to cri~ne prevention in any 

setting in 5311 tlr Africa. These principles arc outlined bclow. 

Govcrnnient alone calu~ot solve the problem of crime. Crime prevention 

fundamentally requires partnerships with a rmge of non-govt.mmental 

m1e-pla~ws. 

Tackling crime require more rc5ources than the criminal justice smtem 

alonu can provide. The NCPS suggests a move awav froni traditional 

approaches to crime control based on notions of "security" and criminal 

justicc, to a new apprc>acli which empkasises social ratlwr than s tak 

prevention. 

The focus of prevention efforts and of the criminal justice system in 

particular, should be 011 victims, rather than on thc traditional pursuit of 

offenders. 



Eifective prevention strategies are based on a riifferentiated and 

"disaggregated" approach to crinie - an approach which begins with a 

careful analysis of each crime problem, followed bu the development of 

strategies apprvriate to the particular problem. 

New crime prevention approaches must be Based on recaplition of public 

fear of crime, and must build confidence. 

All prevention programmes require a set of social values and morals that 

are intolerant of and resistant to crime. AU prevention efforts must 

contribute to changhig the attitudes of citizens towards law breaking and 

co-operation with the justice system. 

All prevention efforts must be c o n ~ u e i ~ t  with the constitutional 

arrangements and in particular, the Bill of Riglib (Singh, 1997). 

2.8 THE ROLE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN CRIME PREVENTION 

Local go\-eniment, in conjunction with the South African Police Service (SAPS) 

and a variee of other role pEavers, has an important role to play in controlling 

and preventing crirnc. As advocated in Chapter 7 of the 1996 Constitution, Local 

government is the leveI of govenmient closest to the citizenry and is in a unique 

psition to hii fiatc and actively participate in Iocal crime prcven tion exercises. 

Also, local government through reorienting manv of the sewices i t  provides, can 

Lwgin to address some of the opportunities for, and causes of, crime. Indeed, 

nianv of the functions of day-to-day local level crime prevention are inherent to 

the services performcci by IclcaI goveriimcn t (Crime in Johannesburg, February 

1998). 

City and town govcmment is the level at which plarlniny, can lakc the needs of 

local c o m u n i  tics and their particular crime problems into account. Potentially, 

this provides an effective link bctt%-een local rcyresentatives, municipal 



departments and the national police service. Local government is well placed to 

co-ordinate the activities of various departments that can contribute to crime 

prevention. There are also rcal incentives for municipal authorities to ensure a 

safe Iocafih: revenues are increased through, among other factors, the provision 

of a safe environment and activelv encouraging investment bv business (Crime 

in Jc~liannesburg February 1998). 

There is also :,an important political dimension: nianv local politicians are under 

increasing public pressure to be seen acting against crime. Developing and 

i~nplc~nented local crime yrcvention poficy will ensure that ward councillors 

respond to the needs of their constituents. The advantages of focusing crime 

prevention at  the level of cities and towns, however, are little in evidence among 

metropolitan and municipal goverrunent in South 14frica. Few successful local 

gcwcr~ment crime prevcntion initiatives Rave been recorded in the country and 

thcre is comparatirely little experience to draw from. Evidence from eIsew7hcre 

suggests that knowldge of what works for crimc prevcntion (and perhaps more 

irnportantlv of what does not) will only be gained incremcntallv through 

targeted intsrvrntions in relation to particular crime problems in defined 

localities (Critne in Joliannesbu rg, February 1998). 

A process has slowlv begun in South Africa: man\' local govcrnnwnts I ~ a w ,  

indepcnilentlv of national hitia lives, atten~pted to improve their crime figl~ting 

capabilities. In some places, mcasurcs - although often liniited to target 

hardening or projects which focus on wealthier parts of the city where funds arc 

available - have been taken to intervene in the buiIt enuironnient in a way that 

enhances safety. In Durban, thc citv police have long performed pdicing 

functions in support of the Sc~utli African Police Scn'ice (SAPS). Local 

government is thcreforc, although on a limited scale, becoming involvcd in crime 

prcvcntion (Crime in Jof~annesburg, February 1998). 



2.9 CATEGORIES OF CRIME AS OUTLINED BY THE NCPS 

A closer obsenv tion of the NCPS outlines the different categories of crime in the 

counhl'. These categories are not only recognized at national level but also 

provincially and locallv. Hence the strategy ad\wcates a major role of crime 

prevention to the local authorities for it is the sphere of government closest to the 

conlmunih. The crimes of major concern to the government were identified as: 

Crime involving firearms: The caw availability of firearms is a major 

contributor to the prevalence of inter-personal violence and lethal crime in 

South Africa. Statistics on offenders a d  victims in gun killings from the 

National Victim Sunrey and the Deparbnent of Health h4ortality Survey 

showed that almost all offenders and victims are young men from ages 18 

to 30 (offenders) and 16 to 35 (victi~ns); (NCPS, 1996). 

* Organisci. crime: The recognition, largely absent from the original N C E ,  

that much of South Africa's crinie problem is organized. By tackling 

organised crime, government believes it  will be able kc) itnpact on vehicle 

crime, drug trafficking, trade in illegal w q m n s  and encbngered species 

as well as monw laundering and certain forms of commercial crime 

( N C E  1996) 

White collar crimes: Con~mercia! crimes although often ycrceivcd as 

"victin-rIess" rob the South African economy of billions of rands ever\? year, 

thercby reducing opportunities for economic growth and devcloyment. A 

continued focus on white-collar crime would cnsurc that the strategy is 

balanced to include a f m s  on ''the crimes of the powerful" and to rcclucc 

yoverb (NCPS 1996). 

Inter-group conflict: This h y c  of crirne needed to remain a national 

priority in the light of continuing conflicts in KwaZultr Natal, the taxi 

industq, and tllc \Vestern Cape. This focus would enable the government 



to deal with problems of vigilante groups, organised gangs and political 

conflict (NCPS 1996). 

Vchicle Theft and Hijackings: Figures for vehicle crimc in South Africa 

remain unacceptabIy high and violence which has come to be associated 

with these crimes generates high levels of fear in our community (NCPS 

1996). 

Ccxruption within the criminal justice system: Recognition that if this 

probIem is not cfftxtivelu addressed, it will undeni~ine a11 government's 

cfforts in respect of. crime prevention (NCPS 1996). 

Intcr-personal violence: 34aking more explicit some of the content of tlie 

NCPS, this new focus i\-ill enable government to prio~itise violence 

against women; violence against children, rnurdcr; assault and aggravated 

as-sault, which make u p  thc bulk of South Africa's I-iolent clime problcm. 

A new focus would require social crimc prevention to prevent jrourig 

people fmm bcconung pcryetrators of violent crimes, and a range of 

strategies to prcvent certain groups of people horn becoming victims, and 

repcat victims, of these cr-imcs amongst arc womcn, children and the 

elderlv (NCPS, 1%). 

2.9.1 The Types of Crime in SDM 

The tluee local municipalities that make up Scdibcng have got their own 

problems, that is, the types of crinw and causcs of crime thereof. Tltcre is no 

single h ~ y e  of crinw that occurs consistentlv in ordcr for the SAPS to be ablc to 

dweIoy one s t ra teg  for all the demarcated areas of municipalities that can 

somehow overlay to the other Isccausc social crime pre\.ention is a joint 

venture. Below are tltc types of crinic prevailing in SDM. 

a. Corruption 

Kcy points 



A1 thoug11 instances and allegations of 'grand corruption' 

receive much media attention, ordinary citizens are 

vulnerable to petty corruption. In total, 7% of SDM residents 

had been asked b pay a bribe in the past year, for instances, 

when they are being serviced, the person helping wi l l  hc. 

asking for a am1 drink or someth'uig in return. 

Cash bribes were by far the most conmion form of currency 

in corrupt transactions. 

Traffic officials were most likely to demand b r i k  and in 

turn every request for a bribe was met bv pavment from 

members of the public swrveved. 

* The other most coninion services for which bribes were 

demanded include poIicing, cmplovment in the y ublic 

sector, pensiolis/social welfare grants, and public utilities. 

Tlw vu hierabilih, of the poor to non-deiivery of services due 

to corruption in all thew categories is a cause for concern 

(Burton et a1 2003: I). 

1 t should be noted from the ou twt that the tfictirns d o  probably not' report manv 

irlcidaits of corruption or attem ykd corruptich-i. %me victims may be aware of 

their pcrct.ivcd 'complicitv' as the bribe payer (albeit on demand, possibly 

accompanied with the t lma t of witl~holcling a service) and would wornr tlia t bv 

answering the questions tlicv might implicate thcmselvcs. Others mav not be 

aware that being asked for a bribe in reh~rn  for a service is a crime, and may 

instead see this as a 'normal' han.sactio11 fee required to ensurc the delivew of 

sen~iccs. Similarly, rcquests for 'favours' and 'gifts' may be overlooktul as a form 

of corruption. These acts typically involve the purchase of a cold drink, alcohol 

or a meal in return for speeding up a service or the efficient delivery of a service. 



Some m e m k r s  of the public may regard this as simply an acceptcd form of 

gratitude (Burton et a1 2003:l). 

Considering that corruption is one of the hpes of crime that are likelv to be 

under-recordcd by victim srrrvevs, the fact that it was the second most prevalent 

crime in the country is a matter of concern. Respondents when asked bv the 

researcher, "over the past year, anv go~7cn1n1cnt official asked or indicated that 

thcy would be receptive to either money, a favour or a present in rcturn for a 

service that they were IcgaIIy required to perform." I f  all three variants of 

corruption - money, favours and gifts-are added together, corru y tion was the 

second most frequent crime type recorded bv the sunrev with 5.6% of SDA4 

reporting experiences of corruption. Ilt'hile onlv cash brilxs arc counted, 

corru ption ranks third (Burton et a1 2003: 2). 

b. Housebreaking (Residential Burglary) 

Kcv points 

Survey respondents thought housebreaking was Iwkh the most commodv 

discussed crimc and the most prevalent crime in their neighbourhoocls. 

Thcse opinions arc backed up by the broader survey findings as more 

sunrev respondents indicated that their househotd had ken a victim of 

l~ouscbreaking (7.5%) than any otl~cr crimc @pc and that I~ouscbreaking is 

the only crimc h y c  whose prevalence increased since 1936. Most of the 

house breakings occur in the suburbs, in EmfuIeni: Three Rivcrs, 

V,mderbijlpark, and Vereeniging. 

The only crimc feared more than housebreaking is murder. 

Accorclit~g to the residents witl~in We Vereeniging policir~g precinct, 

housebreaking is the most commcsnly experienced crime in the SDh4 with 20?b 



saying their household had k e n  burgled in the last h.vo years. This would 

suggest that on a suburban Lhck of 14 l~ouws, chances are t lut  one would Be 

L~urgIed evenf - - war.  Not surprisingly then, the response indicates that 

housebreaking is also the most commonly discussed crime ~ i t h  50% of 

respondents saying thev taked a b u t  housel~reaking \%?it11 friends, familv or 

collmyues mTer the previous weeks. It was also pcrceii?ecl a s  the "tnost common 

crime in the area" bv 40% of respondents-a higher percentage than that 

accorded to any other. crime t i p .  

hlost of the burgIaries discussed bv respondents occul-rtd at night (70%) but 

were as likcly to occur when the residents were a t  home (50%) as when they 

were absent (50%). Just under half of the cases (40%) involvecl entry through a 

window while in 30% of cases a door was simply sn~ashecl open. A small number 

of these 'burglaries' were actuallv home robberies as six incidents rcsulted in 

injunr to rcsidcnts. Electronic equipment was taken in 50% of the incidents in 

~vluch property was taken, and cash was taken in anod~cr  20%. 

c. Assault and Sexual AssauIt 

Key points 

Assault and sexual assault are almost as difficult to capture in a I~ouschold 

survev as they are for the police to detect. As a result, tlwre \\*ere too few 

sexual assaults to be analysed in detail. 

Assault is not a sin@ crime but a varief-v of nfrerices encompassing 

among other things, domestic violence, Lmr room brawls and street 

attacks. 

Assault and sexual assault mainly occur in the townships L-tween yeoplc 
in reh tiomhi ys. 



Crimes of assault and sexual assault are exhemelv difficult to capture hi any 

survev and are difficult for the police k, handle, for manv of the same reasons. 

Some degree of phvsical beating is felt hv m'my to tie acceptable in some 

rela tionships, such as paren t thild,  elder-you th, and even huslwncl-wife 

rela tionships. Similarly, in sonie con~muni ties consensual brawling in various 

contexts is considered normal, especialIv hhveen  male peers. Certain forms of 

verbal provocation or other sfights are felt to justify ph~vsical retaliation bv 

segments of the public. While the law has recently been updated to allow for 

spousal rape, this concept still escapes many South Africans. As a result, there is 

disharmony Lwhvccn community practice and tlie Ictter of the law. Exactlv the 

same physicaI attack could be dtwlncd a criminal assault in one communih~ and 

not in another and opinions on the matter can vary across time, even for the sanw 

victim (Burton et  a1 2003: 13). 

d. Stock Theft 

Key points 

Black and white residents on plots are most a t  risk. 

Most victims were poor, which suggests that tlie impact of stock theft on a 

household is likelv to Iw severe. 

Few reported theft of stock to tlie police, Iargely because they did 

not t1iir-k thc crimc was important enough, or that their property would 

be recovered. This perception is understandable given that of thc few 

victims who did report, only 3% were aware that an arrest was madc and 

4 % said their stock was rccovcrd. 

Stock theft does not $0 unnoticed however. Stock theft is clcarly a crime that is 

resoIved primaril?, outside the criminal justice system. Low reporting rates may 

Lw related to the accessibilitv of the police in  rural areas, the use of traditional 



authorities to resolve the matter and the fact that those positive clutcoines after 

reporting are rare. hss  than 10% of respondents felt they knew ~ + - h o  stole their 

animals at the time of the survey and that recovery of their property had 

occurred in less than 5% of cases. This is a pity because the impact of this Ioss on 

poor households could be significant. 

Reducing tfic impact of stock thcft could take hvo paths. One Lwing, safer 

securihi, the police could assist bv reconunending safe& measures before 

victimisation occrlrs. The other option is  b increase Hie rate of recovenp after the 

fact. Making livestock easier to identih. or track couId advance this. The state 

could h w m c  inuol\vc-1 in registering ownership and marking animals 

accordinglv. Low cost ways of doing this could tx dcvcloyed and marking stock 

may also have a deterrent effect. 

For the puryose of the studv, four types of crinic that appear mostly as not 

serious but tlw implications thereof arc serious were lookitd into. h4ust of these 

crimes occur in the central business districts and the households of people who 

are Lwing looked at as "wcI1 off''. There is car theft mostly in h.lidi,aal; the 

Meperton Bridge is identified as a major car theft spot. Evaton, SliaryevilIe and 

Sebokeng in Enifuleni have a large number of rapes. In Lestdi tlicrc is a problem 

of su  bs€mce abuse, wh ic1-r leads to crimc. 

2.9.2 The Organisaticmal environment and ChaIIenges facing .SDM 

Tlierc arc. different organisationd challenges that face Seditxng such as pIicing, 

the criminal justice system, public \ d u e s  and education, environmental design, 

social crime prevention and in terna I municipality oywa tions. These a re 

discussed as follows: 



Tlwe is a lack of communication behueen the SAPS and 

Community Policing Forums (CPFs). At one of the CPFs and 

SAPS meetings, it was evident that some of the police officers take 

the conununi h counter part of CPFs for granted. They are viewed 

as civi1ia1-1s who think thev are above others or think thev know 

more th'm the police (CPF meeting, Vereeiuging SAPS, Novembcr 

4: 2005). 

There is a lack of public phones to calI safety enicrgency services 

such as ambulances and police. 

%me of thc CPFs members are k i n g  called spies and are 

tl~ercfore exposed to danger by corrupt SAPS rnen~bcrs. The 

behaviour of police makes communities disrespect thcrn. 

e E;ector policing is not effective where areas allocated are too big. 

There seems to be no consistency in the way problems are tackled. 

There is no guaranteed safeh: after crime lias been report-cd for 

undocumented individuals are not arrested. 

b. CriminaI Justice System 

4 Reporting of criminals to the SAPS does not end up  in arrests for there is a 

probIern of police not taking proycr statements from victims. 

There is a slow response to reported crime bv SAPS and the investigation 

process is tao slow. There was a case of a vehicle that was rcparted as 

 stole!^ bv a member of the conin~unity. He said the odv feedback he had 

receivd from the SAPS was that there wcre no  leads in tracing the 

suspects and thcrcfcm the case was closed. Another incidcnt was that of 

common assault where the victim identified the suspect. She was also told 

that as t.11crc. was 110 medical evidence the suspect codd  not be arrested, 



overlooking the fact that there had been evewitnesses. Tliis results in the 

cornrnunih+ Posing faith it1 SAPS, and taking the law into their own hands 

(SDh'I Crinic Prevention Stra legs 2004). 

c. Public Values and Education 

The cornniunity clws not normallv report domestic vioIence. In rnost instances 

the victims are dependent on the culprit artd due to their need for su~vival thev 

succumb to tlie crime. There is a lack of reporting of crime by students in schools 

and tlie sharing of information between sclimls is non-existent (SDM Crime 

Prevention Stra kgy 2OO-l). 

d. Environmental Design 

Most of the to~vnshiys have no Apollo lights and where they exist they are not 

oycrating properly. Liquor abuse and the operation of shebeens are seen as  a 

serious source of crime. In rural areas, there is a problcm of not k i n g  able to 

access emergency ~.ehiclus as emcrgencv vehicles callnot easiIv reach pcople duc 

to poor raids (SDhI Crime Preven tian Strategy 2004). 

c. Social Crime Prevention 

Poverb and the unemplov~nent of vouth and parents pIus peer pressure increase 

crime. Street cvmrnittet. efficient in d~al ing b7it.tt crime esymiauy youth related 

crirne are replaccd with ward committees that are not as effcctivc. 

There is a lack of ut-tclersta~~ding of crime yrevcntion especiaiIv social crime 

prevention, which lna kes role clarifications and responsibilitics of the str~lcture 

doubtfuI. Furdicrmore there is a lack of fcedback with regard to cases 

hivestiP ted anti this frustrates community $t.l'uctu res (SDM Crime Prevention 

Stra kgv 200.1). 



f. Internal Municipality Operations 

There is a lack of commitment from the stakeliolders to sustain progranulies or 

initiatives once they have taken off the ground. Implementing some of the well- 

plamed programmes is anotlwr problem and this lapse increases the incidence 

of poverh in SDM. 

The minutes of the CPF meeting (November 2005) records that the SAPS is also 

frustrated by the fact that there is a lack of sufficient support bv local 

iiiunicipalities to crime prevention initiatives, yoor attendance of meetings a t  a11 

levels and it also believes that the enabling factors of environmental design 

should be sortcd out by local municipalities {Sedibeng Crime Prevention 

Stratep,  2004). 

2.10 CONCLUSION 

Poverty is defined as the inabilih? lo attain minimal stancfards of living. I t  is 

cliaractcrised by the ina bilitv of individuals, l~ouseholcfs or communities to 

comrnar~d sufficient resources to satis+ a mia l ly  acceptable miniinurn standards 

of livuig. It resulted as a legacy of the previous dispensation of apartheid of 

fnqualitv. 

SociaI crime prcven tion is aimed at  even? stakcholcier identifjring him or Iicrscl f 

with the responsibilihr of figliting crime. This is a joint venture across all 

deparhnents of government and sphcres of government. Comniu~~ity  

participation is important in reducing crime in the region and tlic entire country 

as well. The next chapter shall focus on the variotrs LED and IDP plans the 

Seciilwng District hh~nici yalitv has in place to aIlevia te povertv in the region. 



CHAITER 3: THE VARIOUS LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (LED) 
AND IDP PROJECCTS IN SEDIBENG DISTRICT MUNICIPLI'TY 

3.1 INTRODUCTION 

Poverty and deprivation have been among apartheid's most damaging and 

ycnrasive legacies. The fight against poverbr and the protection of the poor and 

the nmst vulnerable has therefore h e n  a strong and tangible commitment of the 

%cijkng District Alunicipalitv. Addressing poverty in South Africa will require 

that interventions tK' undertaken in a coherent n~anner across all three sp11e1-cs of 

government, that is, national, provincial and loca1. 

'Ilw essential task of poverQ7 programmes or initiatives to be iintrocluceci at any 

Ic id  of go\wrnn~ent is to enhance the asset basc of poor communities, 

households and individuats bv improving their access to physicd and snciaI 

asscts. This task for lwal government in South Africa w i U  rqu i r e  a radical 

cllange from past outlooks and policy formulation processes. Incleed, until the 

closing )fears of apartheid, local gover~~ment  in South Africa was not strc,ngfy 

conmrned with issues of cmnomic development and less so with the question of 

poverty alleviation. The new local govenment in South Africa necds to IN 

innovative in promoting both the i~onomic  and socia! clevelopincnt of localities, 

including poirerty alleviation. 

This chapter describes the locality of Sedilwng and shall focus on h e  Integrated 

DevclopmentaI Programme (IDP) and Local Economic Pkm (LED) in SDM, in 

fighting poverty, anti the initiatives takcn by odwr stakeholders in alleviating 

poverty and crime in the region. 

3.2 The Locality of the Sedibeng District Municipality 

Sedibrng yre\~iously known as Lekoa Vaal, found its narnc from the Vaal River 

w1ucI-r is the natural resource; and greatest asset that has the pokntial to attract 



local, national and internationa1 taurisk. It is a district that is yrirnaril!~ an cco- 

tourism and heritage destination because of the massive Vaal River and historicaI 

happenings that have occurred in the area. The Seclibeng District was established 

in 2003 and includes the rich historv of Evaton, Heidelberg, Sharpe\.iIle, 

Boipat-ong, Sebkaig ,  Vereeniging, Vmderbijlpark, VaaI Oewers, Vaal Marina, 

and SuikerEosrancl and manv more interstil-lg sites. Sedikng is situated in the 

South Eastern Gauteng, approxirnatelv 60 k n ~  from Joliannesburg, along the 

scenic Vaal, Nip and Suikerbos Ri\-ers. A variety of attractions are offered 

encapsufating a vast cultural heritage 11istoricaI el3cnts, including the 

political breakthroughs that lcd to the countrv's turn about, 

3.3 LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (LED) 

CIoete in (\.mi Wvk 2004:llO) rixognises local government as the first sphere of 

government because it is the oldest form of government and affects the populace 

most ilircctlv. Local govcrnmcnt has its own origins in carlv tribal villages and 

yrimiti\.e communities whcre it .tz7as established long before the concept of a 

nation- state eevolvcd. Rccause of the early origins of local government, it has 

over the ages assumed such diverse forms that some authors find ciifficuIhm in 

arrijling at a common definition for local government. 

Reddy (19W:S) however identifies and describes the following characteristics of 

local government: 

k r a t i h :  srnaIlness is implicd and a sense of commti~uty crmsciousness on 

solidarity. 

&gal personalitits: the local goverxmicnt system owes its existence to law. 

Thc municipality has particular powers in terms of thc Constitution and 

natiot~al and provincial law. 



Autor~orn)~: it has the ability to make binding decisions and policy choices 

within a IegaIIv stipulated framework and allocate resources and provide 

sct-viccs. 

Governmental power: it has the authorih to perform formal functions 

associated with government, such as raising tax relrenue, spending of 

Inane? and issuing and enforcing of regulations. 

Participation and representa tion: those ma king decisions Jirectlv on its 

affairs will hax~e been elected. It is often assumed that local citizenry have 

a &tter chance of participating in local government than in central 

govwnnient institutions. The reason for the existence of local government 

is to promote citizen participation UI bringing about local dcveloyment 

that is ~liscussed in the next section. 

3.3.1 Defining LED 

According to an understanding of the concept of LED, one can sav that local 

~ r m o n ~ i c  devdopniait (LED) offers local government, the private and not-for- 

profit sectors and local communities the opprtunit) '  to ~vork  together to 

improve the Icxal cconomy. It focuses on enhancing competitiveness, increasing 

sustau~ablc growth and ensuring that growth is u~clusive. LED cnconiyasses a 

range of disciplines including physical p la ru~ ig ,  economics and markc ting. It 

also incorporates many Imal government and private sector functions including 

cnvironmcrn ta1 ylannin3 busitless dcwlop nien t, infrastructure provision, rcal 

estate devcloprnen t and Finance (van W\-k 2004: 110). 

Van Wvk ( 2 ~ : t I l )  argues that Local Econo~nic r)cvclopnient refers to the 

development of the economic basis of a comn~unity, or simply to the prolnrstion 

of d ~ e  competitiveness of enterprises. The Green Paper 011 Local Government 

describes LED as follows: "LED is not sonwthing scparate from the daily work of 

the municipal i~.  I t  does not require a department of its own; ratl~cr all activities 



of local government need to promote economic growth. The overriding challenge 

o f  South African local autliorities is uvqualit). and povcrhr, which can and 

should be addressed through all the functions of a municipalit$"' 

33.1.1 LED approaches 

According to Eales & HoIden (2W33:2), the practice of local econon~ic 

developrne~~t can be underh ken at different geographic scales. A local 

government pursucs LED strategies for the benefit of i ts  jurisdiction, and 

individual conilnunities and areas within a local government's jurisdiction can 

also pursue LED strakgies tu improve their econonzic competitiveness. Such 

approaches are most successful if pursuccl in partnership with local government 

strategies. LED are thus a b u t  communities continually improving thcir 

investrncn t clima tc and business-cna bling en\4ronmcn t b enhance their 

competi tivencs, retain jobs and im y row incomes. Local com muni ties respond 

to thcir LED needs in many wavs, and a variety of approaches can be taken that 

inclucles: 

Ensuring that the local in\.estnwnt climate is f~~nctional for I o a l  

businesses; 

Supporting snial1 and medium s i z d  entcrpriscs; 

Encouraging the f o r m  tion of new en terp rises; 

Attracting external investment (na tionallv and in terrtationaIlv); 

Investing in phvsical (hard) infrastrircture; 

Jnvcsting in soft infrastruchm (educational and workforce dctdopment, 

institutional support systems a111 I-egula toi-v issues); 

Supporting the growth of particular clusters of businesses; 

Targeting particular parts of the c i t ~  for regeneration or growth (areas 

based h i  tia tives); 

Supporting informal and newly emerging busi tiesses; 



4 Targeting certain disadj~an taged groups fwww.mvula.m.za). 

In implementing these poverty alleviation initiatives, SDhll suppork the 

ShlXlEs in the dishict as outlined in the IDP plan. 

The Water and Sanitation Dian) (2000) identifies LED to be a process of 

identifving and using local resources to create sustainable wonon=iic and social 

development in Imal areas to assist in: 

Creating more jobs; 

4 Developing local markets; 

4 Growing small, medium and micro entel-yrises (ShlMEs); 

Addressing pnvcrh; and 

Ensuring comniunity empowerment. 

There are manv stakeholders a t  local Icvel that participate in LED. Local 

government is one of the major stakeholders and can adopt hvo different 

apyrmclics to LED: Firstlv, local government can promote and attract business to 

their area bv offering incentives such as cheap land and tax rebates. The hope is 

that businesses will then create jobs am1 widen the tax base. Sccandlv, local 

government can support local groups to "kick-start" local cconclnlic anci social 

cle~dopment. Thew groups can take responsibility for LED themsclves hv 

developing their OWTI plans to gencrate monev, and create jobs. h4uniciyalities 

c~m creatively combine Lmt.11 approaches. 

3.3.l.2 Government departments that have programmes that support 

LED 

The following goveinment's departments supyurt the LED at local levcl: 

a. The Department of Tradc and Industry's spatial clcvelnyment initiatives (SDls) 

sccks to clcvelnp s p ~ i f i c  areas/ regions by developing clusters of projects in an 

area and then encouraging the pri~late sector to invest such a s  the hlaptcl  



Corridor. It encourages government to priority infrastructure that is important 

for uweshnent. 

b. T l ~ e  Department of Land Affairs' Ruraf DeveIopment Framework is a poljcv 

focusing on smaIl towns and rural areas. It provicles f ~ m d s  and training for rural 

communities to set their priorities for LED. I t  tries to improve income and 

emplovmcn t opportunities. 

c. The 5fu1ish-v for Provincial and Local Governmen t and Department's 

Consoliilated Municipal Infrastructure Programme (CMIP) assists municipalities 

to provide internal bulk and connector infrashuchrre to support I~oi~seI~old 

infrastruchire. Thc process focuses on skills transfer and the promotion of 

Sh354Es and labour intensive construction. The D c y a r t ~ ~ ~ e n t  has a Social Plan 

Frrncl established by the Jobs Sumn~it. This provides institutional su yyort and 

firnriing for local authorities with declining economics due to job losses. Further 

more the Department has a newly rstaMishecl LED Fund fmancing LED projects 

to a maximum of R1.3 million per municipalih. 

d. The Department of Pub1 ic Work's Communitv Pi1 blic Works Progran~mc aims 

to reduce unemployment by creating job opportunities, d u c a t i n g  and training 

people, The ultiniate purpose is b build the capacihr of commuri t is  to manage 

tlwir own affairs. 

3.3.2 Local Economic Development Strategies and Instruments in the SDM 

Van M'vk (2004:134) points out that before compiling an LED shatcgv, it is 

ncccssa~~? tu perform a SWOT- analvsis of the local economy. This will identify 

firstly, t i le sm-ial-economic base of the Icxali h and secondly, the development 

capacity available locallv. 



3.3.2.1 Generic Strategies 

.4ccording to Porter (198U) generic stra tegics 12.crc used initially in the earIv 1980s 

and seem to be a = e n  more popular todal-. He outlines tlic three main strategic' 

options open to olgani~ation that wish to acluew a sustainable competiti\-t. 

ad\-antap. Each of the three options is consiclc.reci ~vithin the cimtest nf two 

aspects of the co~npetiti\*e en\iron~nent: 

a) Locality DeveIopment 

Lwalihv development refers to ththc physical use of and planning for the use and 

management of land. Land availabilih! is vital for LED and anv strategy will fail 

unless suitablc sites for selected projects are avaiIable. According to BEakelv 

(1989:141), the obj~s ives  of locality development are image huildmg, amenity 

improvement lasdy business improvement. In order to achicve these, thc 

following kmIs required are: 

LUI~  banking: this is the practice- of indtistrial and co~nmercial land. 

Speculative building: these arc shell buildings left unfinisl~ed until tenants 

are found. 

Zoning rc~ulations: zoning can promote LED bv setting aside sufficient 

amount of land for industrial and conmercial usc. 

Townscaye: the reason for this is to make the centraI business district 

attractive bu development of a visual t l~cme for central town area. It w i l l  

and can express the community's identity . 

b) Business Development 

The objectives of business clet7elopnient are to create a good business climate 

especially for: 

Business start-u ys 



Business attraction 

Business expansion and retention 

Nurturing innova ti011 and entrepreneurship (van NTvk 2003:135). 

This can however be acldressecl through: 

One stop centres: information centres designed to serve as contact point 

between various businesses and local government. Thcy must have 

inforrna tion on all releuan t matters 

Grou p marketing system 

P~-omoPion and tourism programmes 

Research and development initiatives 

Entrepreneur d a d o y  m m t  activities. 

Community Based Development 

Comrnunih. basmi development initiatives are activities I l~a  t are inspired by or 

aimed at srrrving particular social groups in a locality. Tlw aim of these is usually 

to generate socially usefd, labour intensive yrcjjjcrts (van M'vk 2004:'136). The 

basic objectives are to 

Gencra tc emplo~rment for particular groups 

Gain control over tllc ncighbourhood econonw 

Inspire self help and co-opera tive grou y-oriented assistance 

Operate for public benefit 

Prtxnotc democratic managclnen t 

The SDM can activelv stimulate and support coni~munity based initiatives by 

Dewloping revolving loan funds as sex1 capital for communi h p  projects 

Subcontract to community groups the delivery of community scrviccs 

Dweloy facilities for corn~nunity groups 



Make equipment available for use 

3.3.2.2 SEDIBENG INTEGRATED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (SIEDP) 

The SIEDP strategies and projects are c l m l v  related to the poverty alleviation 

and gender equity programme. In the poverty aIIeviation and gender equitv 

proganin1e, the actions being underlaken, strive to facilitate and build the 

capacih7 of the Iwal communities in such a rnarvrer that will support all the LED 

related projects of the IDP (IDP Review 2005/OB: 49). 

l,c~.al authorities exert great influence on the ImaI economy. They are rcsponsible 

for providing infrastructure and services that are vital both for e c o ~ ~ o ~ n i t  growth 

a i d  for meeting the development needs of local citizens, Tl~ere are, however 

severaI tools to be used for LED succcss in evenr municipality. This section shaIl 

focus on the Jiffcrcnt tools used in LED in the SDM. 

Strategies that werc developed for the promotion of LED provide a framework 

within which all activities can be accornmoda led and alipeci. This framework 

sets the scene for a cclorrlir-lated and focused approach towards thc stimulation 

and development of the Icxal economic en~~ironments. Specific and rie\dopment 

programmes are ca tegorized as follows: 

a) Small, Medium and Micro Enterprise (SMMEs) 

Sh3hTEs rather than large companies are the true cngines for local economic 

development (IRI & NBI 199S:g). The small busi~wssvs and rmerging 

enhpreneurs  are being supported throtrgh csisting instihitian such as 

Vaal/Gaumac and this includes a focus on developing linkages with big 

businesses (SDM Pro Poor 2004:Jl). 



b) Community E~npowerment and Development 

This fmuses on poverh. alleviation through food security, sixial wgeneration, 

environmental projects, vouth development, HIV/ AIDS pre\?cntion and care and 

communih? leader capacitathg (SDM Pro Poor 200441). 

SDhl has the social grant in place to cater for those who are elderly and cannot 

find employment and also those living m*itli HIV/AIDS as we11 a s  people with 

disabilities and children of single parents  rho cannot afford the mininluni 

standard of providing for a child. 

c) Rural Development 

This fmuses on rural assistance and service centers, supporting emerging 

farmers as  well as mmmercial farmers (SDM Pro Poor 2004:41). 

d) Human Resources Development 

This aspect focuses on training and skills deveIoprnent in part~icrship with 

tertiary institutions, developing business skills tlirougli apprenticeship 

mcntorship, bursarics and sponsorships (SDM Pro Poor 2004:41). 

According to the SDhj Pro Poor (200-1: 41), one of the key projects for taking the 

lntrgratcd Eco~iornic Developnicmt Plan (IEDP) fo~ward is the cstabIish~nent of 

an  Eccmomic DeveIopment Agenn (EDA) for Sediheng. Inclrlsbial Development 

Corporation (IDC) funding is therefore sought. The tourism sector is not 

included in thc sbategy or inshuments for SDh3 had compiled a separate 

Tourism Dcvelopmcnf Stra tegv. 

e) Tourism DeveIopment Strategy 

The SDM will facilitate the growth and development of a Jvnamic, vibrant, 

sustainable and rcspimsible tourism iniiustrv h~ Scdibeng, h~ partnership ~ * i t h  

public and private sector stakeholders mil civil society and in a nialuier that 



builds on the area's rich and diverse natural and cuItural heritage, builds 

capacic*, encourages entrepreneurship, contributes to improving tlie quality of 

life of a11 residents and offers excellent sei~ice to visitors (SDM Tourism 2006). 

3.3.2.3 Overarching Values 

The SDM is guidc~ci L7v tlie core values outlined in the IDP projects namelv: 

Professionatism: ~xemplified Ev an acilicrence to best practices, standards 

and the pursuit of excellence 

Equib: exemplified bv a workforce subscribing to the values of no 

racialism, lion-sexism, democracy and unit)) 

Commihicnt: excrnplificd b>- the ~ d l i n g n e s s  to go the extra mile 

Consistcncv: exemplified by the pursuj t to excellence UI l c ~ a l  government 

ini tin tives 

Antitorruption: exemplified by aclhertmce to best practice, standards and 

a code of conduct, koiiestv and trutlifulness of both pditicians and 

officials 

Transparencv: exemplified bv the accountabflihl of the Council to all 

sta keliolders especially the mmmuni ties (SDM Tourism: 2006). 

3,3.2.4 Principles 

The following principles, which are based on the concept of 'Responsible 

Tourism' as  outlined in the National 14'hite Paper on the Development and 

Promotion of Tourism in Sonth Africa (1996), specifically guidc tlie activities of 

tlie SDM in relation to toul-ism planning and development planning: 

1. f ourism should be govcrnnien t 14, private sector driven aid ccmmnunih 

based. Government will provide the enabling framework for Hie incl ustry 

to flourish a ~ i d  effective communih~ invoIvcinent will fomi die basis of 

tourism griwtli. Tourism d~ve lop r i~ t~n t  will tw ut~derpinned by 

sustainable ~iivironmen ta1 practices; it is dependent on the csta blishnien t 



of ccwperation and close parhicrships among key stakeholders. Tourism 

\viII be used as a develoyinent tool for the empowerment of previously 

neglected communities and should particularly focus  on the 

ernpowen~~ent  of women in such communities. 

2. Tourism development will take place in the context of clme cmycration 

with other provinces and states in Southern Africa. It will support the 

economic, social and environmental goids and policies of provincial and 

national gcrver~unent 

3.3.2.5 Objectives 

In planning, developing and facilitating tourism in the district, the SDM aims to 

develop the synergies betwcc~i district and local municipalities, defining roles 

and responsibilities and a culture of w~rki i ig  togctl~er in a niutually 

cornpIcmentarv rather than compctitivc rnanncr. Further, it plaris to work in 

partnership with the pubIic and pritfate sectors and ciiiil societv, forge 

partnerships wit11 national, provincial 'u~d local public, private and civil socieh~ 

sta keliolders. 

The SDhrI aims to market the rtxjon's attractions and tourism prducts,  make 

accessible and share relcvant information with thc inciustrv and t11c public, 

dewlop c x c e l h t  and innovative tou lism products in parhershi y with public 

and private sector stakeholders and communities. Tlw municipality further aims 

to clewlop and maintain thc physical infrastructure, facilities and amenities 

nccessan7 to support tourism and create jobs, promoting investnicn ts and 

ensuring that cmmoniic benefits and opportunities are s g r ~ a d  to residcnt5 

tlirougliou t the arca {wwm*.scdibeng.gov.za/ tourisin}. 



The SDR3 plans to build human resource capacity, faciIita te training for new and 

emerging entrants into the industn. and upgrade the skills of existing senpice 

providers. In addition, plans arc to ensure that all conm~unities are aware and 

informed of the benefits and opportunities presented by tourism, and 

empowered to take advantage of thew, aid iniprove the overall phvsical 

environment of the district to create a better impression for potential tourists 

(tlww.sedi beng.govm/ touri~m). 

3.4 STRATEGIC PROGRAMS 

The SDh4 has got the following strategies in place to promote LED in the region. 

Amongst thcse strategies are (Sedilwng Tourism: 2006): 

Sediberrg Instihrtional Arrangements 

Partnership Strategy 

A training and capacitv builciing stra tegv 

Accrditation, registration license, quality assurance programnic 

Cornni u ni ty awareness progra rn 

A clatalxise of tourism proclucts and scn-ices (customised and electronic) 

A tourism enterprises data base 

New pmlnct development strategy 

Tourism signage plan 

Investment and funding strategy 

SMME support sba tcgv 

Public awareness strategv 

Land use c~wirorunental management for tourism programme 

Tourism research pro, era rmne 

Tourism marketing sh-ategy 



3.5 INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLAN (IDP) 

According to SALGA (2000: 8-91, IDP is a fairIv common sense approach to 

planning. IDP is a process that aims to maximise the impact of scarce resources 

and limited capacih7 through planning and development interventions 

strategi~all~~ and IioIisticall~~, It is designed to promote s o c i ~ o n o n ~ i c  

development in lml areas. I t  can adueve this bv 

Zcvering funds from other spheres of goven~ment, donors and the private 

sector through packasing projects and programmes 

Facilitating t . 1 ~  creation of an cnvironrnent that is co~iciucive to investment 

and IwaI mnomic  deveIoyment. 

Proposing direct intenmitions in the economy through providing 

incentives, and developing economic infrastructure. 

3.5.1 Legal Imperatives 

The Mlrrzicipl St/sfm~ Art, No 32 of 2000 states that each rnunicipaI council must 

adopt a single, inclusive and strategic plan for the duveloyrnent of its 

municipalitv. This plan should: 

Link, integrate and co-ordinate plans and take in to account proposals for 

the development of the n~unicipdih~ 

Align thc municipalih's resources and capacihl with the in~plcrnentation 

of the plan 

* Form the ydiq framework and general basis 011 which annual budgets 

must bc h s d  

Re compatible with national and provincial plans and planning 

rquirumcnts (SALGA 2000: 8-9). 

Tt is I? 1qaI requirement that everv rnunicipali~ con~piles an Integrated 

Develoymrn t PIan. The M~iuiciyol S I / S ~ I I I  Act, No 32 of 2000 dsv 1-quires that the 

IDP be implemented, Ilia t the municipalih' monitors a n d  r\7aluatcs its 



pc'rforlnance with regard to the IDPs irnylementatiort and that the IDP be 

reviewed annuaI1y to effect improvements. 

The hlunicipal Systems Act further states that the &,lunicipal Corrncil 

a)  h4ust re\-iew its Integrated Devdopniel~t Plan annuallv in accordance to with 

an assessment of its performance measures in terms of Section 41 atid to the 

extent that ch,m@ig circulnstanccs so demand. 

b) Mav amend its IDP Integratcci DeveIopment Plan in accordance with the 

prescribed process. The review and amend~nent process mnst adhere to thc 

requirerncn ts for pu bIic participation set out in the PIlunicipal Svstems Act (2000). 

Tl~e p~"paration of the Sedibeng District hfunicipli h* IDP invoI\vs three local 

mmlicipalitics namclv: Emhfeni, Lcscdi and Mid\-aaI and shouhl erncltldtf? from 

a clow planning rcIationsliip b e h e n  the district and the tIwcc lcxal 

munici palities as well as hemeen the Dh.1, Provincc and National go\-ernmen t. 

The next section shall focus on IDP kelp elements and process that took place in 

SDM IDP peer review for the IDP 2005/ 06, with the objective of fighting yovertv 

and crime prevention. 

3.5.2 Member of Executive Committee (MEC)'s Comments 

1 % ~  SDlsl IDP Prwicru 2005,/06 n~akcs the follolt-ing insigkts, in accnrda~~ce with 

the provisions of Sectinn 31 of the hlunicipal Svstems Act. Cn~nlncnts on the 

Integl-a ted Devclcrptnen t Plan for the Sedibcng District h3irniciyaIik in rclation tc3 

that o f  the other Icml ~nunicipalities in the district wcrc made b\f the hIEC f o r  

Dei*elopinen t Planning and LocaI Gnvesnmeii t. Thew are (IDP Revicw 22)05/06). 

a) Supporting the priority to enable faster economic g~owth  and job creation 

T m  Iittlc emphasis is placed on plans im the macro-wonornic alialvsis of the 

situation. Tlie bulk of the proposed economic inten-entions are centcrd on either 



LED or tourism, ~\.hich svill in all likelihood not be sufficient to regenerate the 

monomv in the region. 

The economic dowiturn in the region should be addrwed as a provincia1 

and national concern and Sedibeng n e d  to be invnlvrd in the development 

and impleme~~tation of tlw Proviricial Grm-tlt and Dei&qxnent Stra tep 

(I'(=3 

The LED strategi. of thc District is in-ward looking. 

The municipalih needs to constructivelv in\mlve the privatc sector in the 1DP 

prwcss. 

b) Support for fighting poverty and building safe, secure and sustainable 

communities initiatives 

In contrast to previous \.cars most of the required scctnr plans were either 

compIe ted or nearing corn pleticm 

A specific issue that is recopistxl for provincial, IocaI and cros5 bou~~dary  

engagement is the pressure on Seciibeng to prm-ick housing for tlic broader 

region 

The irnprtance o f  rural devcIopient \\.as higldightd in aU thc lDPs in the 

dishkt 

Thc Gauteng Urban Edgc was rccngnisc.d and rcspcctcd in a11 the IDPs; it is a 

plic!. measure that ncvlds engagement in the district as to its aims, exact 

lc~ation, i~nplcrnenta tion and implications. 

In t a m s  of p 7 e ~ . t v  alleviation the targets illat have k e n  set in the district IDP 

are quite high. 

With ref~rcncc to the provision o f  PSWII tial basic seri.icc.s including 1t.a tcr, 

sanitation and e l~ t r ic i tv  as \\,ell as  assnciated infrash-uchfre, clcar targets and 

timcfranws must he met. 

c) Priority to dcepcn democracy ,and redize the constitutional rights of the people 



I t  is el-ident that the IDP-rei,icw7s in tlw district MVas bawd on prrblic 

participation and driven Ln- niur~icipaIi ties. 

* 'Ibc prm~ss of ~iiblic participation can be irnprmyed b!. the h-artslation of IDP 

material into the dominant local languages, mt~ firma tion of thc rcrpmsi bilitiw of 

councilors and the ini.oI\~cmcnt of Comtnunuh~ Dci-eIoyment 

d) Supporting the priority to develop healthy, skilled and productive people 

The Iack of ccortomic expertise in the municipalities in  the district has been raised 

as an issue of major concern, epeciaIli- as the 1-cgio11 is under scvcrc twnornic 

pbessure due to a adecline in its h.aditicmaI industrial base 

3.5.3 Peer Review Process 

The Peer Rei*icw Process is a joint prngramnw bct-wt.cn thc Dcparhnmt nf 

Provincial ancl Local Gnigernment (DPLG) as ~vtlll  as  5A1,GA. According to the 

SDAI 1DP pic.i.ie'r+. 1003/UB, the PWr Rc\.icrv P ~ ~ C S S  aims to assist the 

municipalih7 to assess its current aclu~veme~its and capacity in  o ~ d c r  to x h i e w  

i ts  goals and utsjectit-es. These assessments focus on the hLlo~?ing: 

Sustainable dc tdoprne~~  t, 

Leading ancl Icarning, 

+ Dernocracv, 

Gcwd P;nvl;'rnance, comrnunih' engagc~nen t and pcrfor~nance ancI resource 

nianagcrncn t. 

The SIX1 IPD rct-ic~%* emanatcd from the P ~ c r  Rcvict\. mcl intcgratd t11esc into 

the prt7~esi~s to ensure irnprntmd s e n k e  deli~wv. In terms of the IDP Review 

Guiddities, TDPs are  ret-ieivecl based on 3 griman. areas of inten-cntion, that is, 

Annual lDP Rc~fietv, the 1DP Process, and A~nci~ci~ncnts in Rcsponsc. to 

Changing Circumstanccs and Commcnts from the ?JEC. Thrnughout the \var, as 



the IDP is being implemented and its performance is monitoretl, nelv 

inforn~a tion bccrr~nes available and major u nespect~i events ma\- occur. This 

inforn~ation is then usmi to make immediate changes to planning and 

implementation, After Sedibeng's first round of the IDP, and in co~upliance with 

the need to annually review it, a number of issues required refinement to ensure 

that the IDP \\.as ini1cc.d: 

S tra t q j  c; 

In~plen~entation orienta t-I; 

* Partici paton, and 

Integrated. 

I l e  re\.ictv is in line ~\-ith the n a t i o d  objectives of the gwernrnent to prn\kIe 

basic ser\.ices and n c d s  to local cori~~nunities and to fight p ~ \ ~ e r F ~ .  The next 

section sl~alI focus on the re\+\\.. 

3.6 ECONOMIC OVERVIEW 

The Sedikng mx-mnv showed a stcabv g ro~ . th  of 3.2% for 2004 and a further 

projcutd wtsnnmic growth rate of 3.8% for 2003. The g r ~ w t h  rate c d  2.2% is less 

than the Gauteng economic gnwth rate as  well as the national ~ c ~ n o m i c  g,ro~vtl~ 

rate. Sedibeng rxpcrience high Ic\.els of povertv (51 % of the people. of Sedibeng 

li1.e in poverhr) and an economv that docs not vield thc concomitant jobs, this is 

further cornyoul~dect bv low I c \ ~ s  of skills (SDh4 IDP, 2005/06: '19). 

11-1 spi tt' of the fact that a substantial share of Gau teng's industrial manu fxhrring 

is 1cxak.d in Scdibeng, tTw area faces industrial dccIinc in c~mju~~ction with 

increasing urbanisa tian pressures. Both uncmyIo\~rnen t and povert\- rank the 

I~ighcst in Gau teng. %cIi bcng's economic structu rc is characterisecl by a dual 

cvzonolny, which manifcsk in a split betwwn tlic formal (developed) and 

informal (dri-eloping) economies, hlnwn ~nlIcquiaII\~ as the first and the sccond 



eccrnomies (SDh4 IDP, 2005/06: 19). It is these economic hazards that poverc 

alleviation schemes aim to tackle. 

3.7 SOCIAL OVERVIEW 

a) Health 

Three public hc~syi~als serviced bv Gauteng are Ioca tcd in the District that IargeIv 

prcw.ides free service to the poor, namely Kopar~ong Hospital in Verceniging, the 

Sebokeng Hospital in Sebokeng and AG Visser Hospital in Hcidelbcrg. Prilnar!. 

health care is ralctesed t11rough clinics Icxated in urban and service centres. 

Number of Clinics in Sediberig Local Municipality in 2002 

There is a total number of 35 clinics, 1 satellite and 6 mobile units in SDM, 

iiamc.l!-: a) Emfuleni 27; b) hlidvaal 4 clinics and 1 mobile unit and c) Lescdi 7 

clinics, 1 satdlitc and 5 mobile units. 

There is an  oversupplv of heaIth facilities in urban areas as opposed to ne'cvcr 

settlt,~i~cnts and rural areas and audits o f  clinics show that tlietq are in \.arious 

stages of disrepair ~ * i t h  some trx, s n ~ l l  to render a cc)mprc.hensivc srn+zc.. The 

rationalisation of clinics is seen as orlc means to a~ldress this issi~e and  tl~crc is 

currentlt- a RIeniorandum of Uncierstani!ing between Gautcng Prcx~ince and 

+dikng to joint117 plan and work on thc future funding and devolution of 

Priman- Health Care to the District to resuscitate the objc-3i1-r of pot-at\' 

aIIct.iation. The process includes a pIan to seek donor funds to build clinics 

sl.here prioritisccl using savings from the rationalisition of clinics to 

opera tionalise new ones (IDP 2005/M: 21). 



HIVand AIDS 

HI!' atd AIDS have a significant impact on poorer co~nmunitics. It does not only 

reduce productit-ip4 L w  t also siglu fican tIv increases i7ulncra bilih and 

depcnclcncy levels (Ababio 2005: 334). The pandemic affects largel!. econcmicaliy 

acti1.e o r  ptentiallv economicaIly acti1.e individuals and has a significant 

ncga thqe impact at  both household anii societal levels. Caregivers are faced with 

additionaI rt~yonsibilities a n d  HI\; and AIDS related dcaths oftcn incrcnse the 

vutnerabilih. of children as  tltw are either orphaned or twome de facto 

household heads in the absence of 1-waItI-y adults (IDP; 2005/OB: 21). 

Notablv, the zero-yrevaIenc rate is increasing fron~ ISa; in 1996 to 29.4% in 2000. 

\l'idcsprca J marketing and promotion of VoIunt~rv Counselling and Testing 

(VCTI') is required to reduce refcrral counselling and testing. Significant 

challenges in the fields of HlV cducaticxi awarcncss, preirention and care remain, 

particrrIarl\- with resycct to the c-Iisserninatinn of anti-reh-o\pirai (IDP 2003/OG: 21). 

The IDP's prty,raninic. cwr ters on comniunity mobiba tion and cnmrnunica tion; 

prevention atd education sen-ices in support nf kha\*iour cI-tangc (suppl:. of 

mnrlonis, VCT and P3STCT) as well as  care ancl support of pcoplc living wit11 

HIV/ AIDS. The district is aiming to rollout thc compreh~nsi\.e treatment care 

and support irtcIuc-ling ARV disscntination; pstablish a broad Homc Bawd Caw 

Learnership Programme and u.ork with esistitlg civil sncicN institutinr~s 

operating within the field as  wA1 as other mle-players to cieliver hanw based 

c a w  to ctmmur~ities living with the discasc and promote Voluntary Counselling 

ancl Testing (VC-0 (SDM pro poor: 54). 

The SD> 1 lvil 1 roll out  h.f u 1 ti- Purpose Corn n~uni  h: Ccn tcrs (5.1 PCC). l'hcsc wi 11 

play a n  important role as training centers and as a cenh-al base for 



implements tion and cmrdina tion of ccrm~iiu~uht development yrogramnies 

(SDM pro poor: 54). 

b) Environmental Health 

The existing situation with regard to environmentA health is outlined in key 

findings sourced fro111 the Sedibcng State of Em-iro~uncnt Report (SOER), which 

includes the fnllo\ving: 

Articulate poUution in SeJibeng (n~ainlv Emfuleni and h4id1,aal) oxcceds 

intcrna tional health strandarcis b\, nmre than 200%. Approxima tel?~ 70% of this is 

due to coal buniirig bv households and dust while the reniainder is due to 

industrial acti\.itics and mokr ~~cl i ides ,  posing yotcntial public health concerns. 

.A suwev d bv - tlw Vaal Rcsearrh Group (VRG) shom+t.d that 795',, of respondents in 

a suwev in Emfuleni felt tliat the!. wcre affcctcd bv air pollution and half the 

respondents fclt tliat the>* Mwe ba~ll\l affcctcd, 

High lei-els of ~ - a  trr poEIution are found as a r s u l  t of high le.rds of Ecoli as 

well as  hea\.y metals from industria1 yolIution lx~th of which emanate frcmi lmtli 

inside and ou tsirlc tlic SDAI. 

M'ctlaiiiis are higldv sensitive and show signs of dish~rbat~ce largely as  a result 

of human scttlcnicnt. 

A!thorrgh a largc proyortial~ of bigger industries in SediLwng ctrrrc.ntl?- 

yrcscribe to 192 141100 or are in the yrcx~ss of prescribing, significant a i r  and 

tt-ater pcdIutfon persist Vic. SOER rtrommcniled establishing a registry of IS0 I4 

000 industries and priscribing iticlustries of a certain to apply for 133 14 000 

corn yliance. 

hleasures to itnyrovc environmental reporting across the District are ~ieeded. 

There 11as to be an irnpr~o\~emci~t in monitoring arid enforcenient of point source 

and noti-point source of water and air p d u  tion, which affects dic I~calth at 



Seditwng residents. , I lsot  improved rezula tion of industries is required - a 

resyo~~sibiIit). of the Gauteng Department of Agriculture, Consen-a tion and 

Envimnment (GDACE). 

SDhrl and the local municipalities hai.e not !.et adopted En\-ironmental 

h Ianapnent  Svstems. This is problematic since it does not set a good example to 

the yriirate sector or show corn~i~ihnent to en\tirantnentaI management. 

Howe\w, lack of capacihp remains an issue (IDP 2005/06: 22). 

c) Education 

Vicre is a high rate of non attendance (29%) of sclicxd or other educational 

facilities i n  Sediheng. Tlic probIem is tnnst severe in hlidvaal ~Tterc. 38% of 

cluIdren do  not attend eclucatiori facilities, follo~*cd h\, 31 :b in Lcsedi and 27% in 

Enifuleni. This indicates that children am not being exprsed to Earl\. ChiIdiond 

Development (ECD) which is considered fundamental to chilclren's growth and 

rlc.\dnpmer~t and forms t11c founclation for a sucmssful school career (IDP 

rcvicw 2OO3/ 06: 1 9). 

Quality of Education 

Education facilities van. a great deal across the Ick-a1 niunici yaIitics. 

Approximatc'lv 50% of sc11cwI huildit~gs arc. lsni~l to be in a pmr mnditicm and 

23% have poor road access. TIw absence of adequate wakr and sanitation 

faci1itic.s in wrne schools remains a prohlcm particularI>. in Lesedi and XIicl\*aal 

and to a lesser extent in Emfuleni. 12% of s c h ~ ~ l s  or 38 sclimls excecri tlrc 

rt~oni~ner~dr)rl  pupil to teacher ratio. Thcrc is also a shortage of 34 1iPra1ies in the 

District. Edrrcation Ic\*cIs arc im yro\Gng at tI1oug1-1 the 1wt.I and t \ ' ~ c  uf skills 

rtr;luilbed b\- thc eccrnolnv n-d to be improved izpo~i (IDP revicw 2005/06: 23). 

d) Safety and Security 

A surifcV bv - the l'creeniging Research Group (VRG) found tlia t nearly a third of 

housclinltls were affecteci bv crime in the previous 12 ~nonths, ivhich translates 

into 1 i n  I l~r~usel-rolds being csposed to crime over this pcrid. ImpIemcntatim 



of the Social Crime Prevention Strategv outlined in the IDP is pivotal to 

alleviating crime a s  it focuses 011 strengthening basic service cleIivent in 

government departnients central to crime prv\w~tion. The stratlwV incIudcs tho 

rlepartnwnts responsil~le for social ~velfare, health and education as well as the 

police, courts and prisons. A Disaster hlanagenrent PIan is in place in Serlikng. 

This is particuInrlv important given the potentiall>, de\.astating impact disasters 

can Iiavc on poor and vulnerabIc groups giiven existing I~ardsl~ips and the 

standard of living. 

T11u fcdIms.ing constitu tcs correctional sen.ices statistics: 

%n tc~rcecl Prisc-mers = 382 

Unscntencerl Prisoners = 894 

Juveniles Sentenced = 39 

Ju~w-dcs Unsentenced = 223 

Absccmclcrs = ,343 

Absconders Trailed = 34 

Proba tinncrs / ParoIes = 807 

Thc information referred to alxxe ~ o \ ~ e r s  the geographic area of thc Vaal 

Triangle and the Northcrn Free State formafly known as G ~ O C I ' I ~ U I I ~  3I;inagement 

Area (1 DP rei,icw 2005 JO6: 23). 

e) Socid Seciuity grants 

.4s part of a hrortrfcr stra tcgv aimed at c tnba ting po\wb7 the a ypmach is on the 

incih.idua1. The follou*ing socia! sc~urit).  p i n t s  exist in Sedibeng. 

Local Number of Number of Pay-Points Number of Municipality 

Service-Points SatelIite Point 

Em fuleni: Sebokcng, Bophetong, Louisntts, Gc)pl.relong & R l  yho-Si phiwc, 

Roshnec, Vaaloeiver Ei-aton Shaiy7c\.illc - of Agcd Boipatong R- Rus-ter-Vaal 

Midvaal: \?ereeniging, Kliprivicr, Dc Dcur & hleverton, Rand Vaal, Vaal hlarina 

Lesecli Heidelberg &- ImpumeIclo, Jamcson- Impuruelelo & Ratanda park, 



Shalin~aridge, N r a  Park Ratanda & Blwkonispruit (IDP review 2005/06: B).The 

following table shows the different social granb and how these are aIlocate~l. 

Adtninishation of social grants in Sediheng District h.¶unieipalit)' 

Children in need 

, Aged 

Poor childrert up to drr? ace of 14 of are entitled 

to a child s r lppr l  grant of Rl80. l l i~ grant i5 

a l l w a t ~ d  on the hitsis of incorrw-bawd means 

tc-st of primnn' carrgiwr. 

Children up to the age oC ISidet\tiiied as  being 

"in 1 r t 4  of care" iri twnis of Uw Cldd Caw Act 

of 19M and placed by the courls in Costrr care. 

are eligiblc for a ~i~onthl!. Foster Care Grant of 

RSGO. 

Disnbled cluldren up to the age of IS nlid in 

permanmi hnmu care are eliglble for n Care 

C S ~ p n d e ~ ~ c y  G r a ~ r  t of R7SO; clrildrcn disalded 

b!. AIDS also qunlif!.. 

A disability grant oi R780 n p y l i ~ h  to disahled individuals 

including pcwyle diwbld ty AIDS who are unhblc to 

work increased Fro111 R740. 

l lcn t m !  women over the a g ~  of Ml irna mtitlcd to a 

pension of R780 increased as 0 1  1 April 20% 

Province is in tfie 

process of 

in~proving access 

lo grants. 

The provlsiorr of 

social stxurih 

grants I hc 

tran~li?~.rrcl to a 

new age119' over 

thr nexl lhrw 

!.cars. 



Source: SDM pro por: 46 

Tile dish-ibution of welfare grants is being outsourced to a national agency, A 

nurnkr  of residents receive relief from these social grants, especially single 

mothers and the elderly. Children can be looked after we11 without government 

k ing  blamed for negligence. It is the mothers who have the ultimate sav as to 

how thcv are going to u tilise the grant provii-led. 

f) Sports, Recreation, Arts, Culture & Heritage 

Sports, R m e n  tion, Arts, CUT ture and Heritage are currcntlv attracting attention 

from con~munities all over the Sectibeng Rcgicm, Programmes, Projects, Activities 

and Exhibitions are well attended and stakeholders participa tc to ensure that the 

men tionrcl activi tics are according to their neccls. r - l t l l ~ ~ g h  sport facilities are 

not utilized to their fulI potential there is still a nccJ to c ie~dny,  maintain and 

upgrade identified facilities. The need for facilities and iievcloynicn t in rural 

arras has risen and the in\:ol\~cmcnt of stakehoIders from thc. rural communities 

is crucial in broadening the sew ice (IDP; 205/116: 24). 

Performing Arts facilities arc undt.rutiIizec1 and a hrn-arnuncl strategv must be 

rie~dopcd to sen-e the nwds of the con~munities and to ensure that the 

de\~dopmental role of tlic ScdiLwng Dishict Council is achit.vcd, Facilities need to 

h upgraded to conipI\~ w7i tli IIO~IIIS and standards recpirt'd bv both artists and 

aurlienccs. HistoricaI research and hcri tage rela tell matters arc I\-cll a ttcndcd to. 

Coinmunities, inclii-iduak and cultural groups participate to ensure tlia t dieir 

histcm. is well documented, rcsearchcd and pr~served. Hcri tage sites and 

facilities plav a inajar rolc in attracting donicstic and in tcr~ia tional tourists. 

Educa tiunal tours based rm historical infm-ma tion are popular amongst young 

and uld. Duc to thc rich and diiwse histon? of the region rcscarch projects, 



cultural mapping and c o n ~ ~ n u n i h ~  awareness progranunes are envisaged (IDP 

2005/06: 21). 

g) Housing 

The majoritv of the popuiation has access to shelter through formal (83 -8%) and 

infor~nal housing (18.2'1'1). Backlog statistics according to source. For 

examyIe, the SDM Shtus Quo Report noted the backlog a s  52,300 units \vhile 

Cautcng P~.os.incial G o i w ~ m ~ s n t  notes qualified need as 71,442 units. 14'hile these 

figures indicate a significant differcnce in estimations, the proportion of i l ema~~d 

is greatest in Ernfuleni given tlie size of the population in the area. Also, the 

majoriw of nc~c  low cost housing cie\~eloymunts have been lclcatcd in E~nfulcni. 

Qualificii nccd proi.ides a newr measure of housing demand and refers to the 

number of I-rouseholds who arc potential seekers of nelv housing who are 

desirous of su bsidisd Imusing and who quaIih7 for a housing s u  bsidv (Gail ten8 

Pro\-incia1 Goven~men t, 2005). 

A Iarge scaIe of provincial housing projects has bccn implemented i11 SdiLwng 

and the plans exist for ft1rt1ic.r develclyment as outlined in tlie hlunicipalitv 

I-lousiiig Plan (MHP). Arcording to the RlHP, Scdibeng has bccn aIloca tcd 6% iof 

GautengJs Iiousi~~g budget (approximatclv R118 million), for thc 2004- 2006 

period. 

h) 14'ater 

Acccss to water in SD\,l is goad as the tnrrjcxi~ ot I ~ o u ~ h o l d s  (98%) in Scdilxng 

ha1.e access to piped \vater. Of this majori6, only 10% of the poprrlation must 

Icai-c their wsirknces to get acccss piped water. Less than 2% of thc population 

has aIten~atii-c accoss to piped water suck as horcholes and springs. All 

horrseholds are c11titIcJ to Free Basic Tjrater (FRM') that rncans that tIlc first s i x  



kiIdihes are free. FBW has been extended in the District, but varies according to 

each IcxaI municipahh*. A11 households receive FBM' in Emfuleni, while 41% 

receive FF\V in Lsedi and 87% in h3idvaal (Gauteng Provincial Government, 

2005). 

There is still a qucstion of how arc meter readinp taken, for the f r w  basic water 

does not do much of a relief. Ftit there is an expression of gratitude towarcls 

government, for having this in pIace. 

i) Sanitation 

Statistics on access to stmitation zrarv slightlv. Sh-a tegic Environmental Focus 

noks  that household sanitation is good wit11 83% ha\.ing flush toilets. Sin~ilarh., 

the Co-operative Policv and XI telm tire Center (COPAC) found that alrnost 80% 

of i-ronseliolds it1 Sedikng had acccss tu a flush toilet, 2% t1ti1i.w the bucket 

system and 3"5 of the pprtIation Iiavc no access to toilcts, 10% of the poprrla tion 

triilise pit la trines ivithou t ren  tilation wlule vcntilakd impro\wl pit latrines oidv 

account for 1%. Areas exhibiting im high concentration of 1 i o u ~ I 1 ~ ~ l d s  with no 

access to %mi ta tion facilities arc found in E\-a ton ccntral, Bophelong 1, 3feyerton 

Park, Tsliepiso 1 a i d  rural areas in Emfuleni, Lescdi m d  12.Iidvaal (IDP review 

2BU5 JC)G:26). 

Sinitation is important, as i t  has to do with healthy living, p r  sanitation can 

have an ad\-erst. impact on propIe. Evcn though there is a system of free basic 

water, there is a feeIing that, most of this water is being used up for sanitation, 

people do not see n~uch of its benefits, and this applies mostly to low-income 

households. 



j) Electricity 

According to 2001 figures of the households, approsimately 14% of l1ouse11olds 

in Scdibeng are not electrified - with the split beh-ccn locaI rnuniciyaIitics as 

folIows: XliRvaal (37%), Lescdi (27%) and Emfuleni (10%). App~wchateIj* 86% of 

hausc.hoIcls me elechicih. for Iighthg and 77% for cooking, indicating the usage 

of al te rm tiive encrgIT sources for cooking. Coal is still used bv 13% of housel~olds 

for heating purposes and bv 4% of houscholcls for rooking. Approxima tellv 16% 

of housel~olds continue to burn cod. Lesecli has the Iughcst percentage usage of 

coal; hcltve\vr, due to the Iargc number of houscl~olds in Emfufw~i, this area still 

has the highest number of coal-burning houseI.rolds, with an impact on air 

yoIlution. \\'hik electricitv users arc) entitled to up to 30 kilowatts free electricih, 

only Lrsedi has extc.11dcli this to all electrified households, while the yolk?' only 

applies to indigent households (with incomes below R3OO per nionth) in 

Enifuleni and h.iidvaal (IDP 2005/06: 26). The issue of electricity is of intcrest to 

the respondents, for tlwv fed that, eLfen tliougli most IiousrIioIds are [wing 

electrifi~d it does IIO remedy to the Inw-income households, especially those led 

by single women or niotlicrs. Thcre are still other basic needs to be providd for, 

by such hnuscholds. 

k )  Transport 

In gcnc-ral the state of transportation infrashucf-ure is good alt11ougl.r thcrc is 

empirical e\.iclenrc to suggest that there is a gradual decline in the conctition of 

road infrastruch~re generally. Also, road infrastl-uctu re in ru rill areas and 

marginal and lo~~~-irrcornc arcas such as  Sebokeng, Evnton, Sharpcville, 

Boiyatong, Boyhclong and Ratandr! arc in a poor condition. It  has heen estimated 

that 11,000 hcwseholcis in Sediheng are without adcqua te roads (IDP 

203/06:227). 



Sipificantlv, almost haIf the poydation (48%) does not travel to work or scliool. 

Of those who do tra\.el, it is significant to note that ~\*aIking and q ~ l i n g  account 

for 47% of all co~nmuter trips. It is unclear ~ " h e t h e r  these figures would Lw 

redtlced if public tranqmrt improvements were n-radc. It is important to note that 

altIicwg11 wdking and cycling are utilised as major transport modes, they r ~ w i \ . c  

Iit-tle or  no  attention. .4lso, the needs of the yh~sicallv disabled are not secogniscrl 

and t1ie1-c is  a need to address accessibilie for this segment of tlic population. 

Private t d M c  transport is low (23%) compared to other municipal areas and 

nunibus taxis are onlv responsible for 19% of trips. kIanv of tlic taxi routes are 

operating at capaciti. thaf indicates increased demand. 

Rail  commute^- sei-vices are underutilisell in spite of it k i n g  the cheapest n i d e  of 

transport and it has been suagested that this is due ti3 the lack of co~uiectivity to 

major road infrastnrcture (IDP 2005/06: 27). 

3.8 STRATEGIES 

Through a process of stakeholder cmd in tcrnal workshops, the Sedikng District 

bIun.kipaIih ileveloped, with tlie intention to realise its h rmd developmental 

vision, thc folIowing strategies and objectives that MT~)U I d  ensure that strategies 

are acliicved, t h e r e b  walising the broad deveIopnienta1 vision: 

Stratugv 1 : To create a finaliciaIIv viable and sustainable local government. 

Strategy 2: To establish a culture of good corporate and co-operative governance. 

Strrttegv 3: To cmsiskntlv communicate in an effective and efficient r n ~ w e r  with 

all stakeliofders. 

Stratcgy 4: To contriBute towards the growth and development of tlic District's 

cconony . 
Stratcg\* 5: To integrate environmental, social and economic dcvcloymc~it issucs 

into spatial plaruiiiig and implantation. 



Strategv 6: To alleviate poverty in pursuit of a h t k r  life for all. 

Sh-atep7 7: To deliver cost- effecti~~e, efficient and yuaIity sustainable senpices to 

sta kelmldcrs (IDP 2003/06: 31). 

3.9 CONCLUSION 

The apartheid dispensation has left a ~ ~ e e d  for equality among the residents of 

!South Africa, making the govenunent's responsibility of semice deliver\. 

challenging in addressing prwerhj and inequality. The Sedibcng District 

b!unicipalih* as a syherc of governrncnt aIso has its omw yrograrnine of 

dcvcloping thc Iocal economv Mirough the LED and IDP, The fdlowing nwcls are 

being met through t1ic LED and IDP: housing; water and sanitation; electricih.; 

and transport. For social welfare, these arc being provided for: hcalth; 

HTVIAIDS; spccrk and recreation; social grants; safeh: and sc~uritv and 

education. Therc is a significant changc in the lives of the residents of SDhll, 

especially those that Iive belaw the yovertv line with thc grants the government 

provides as ~vell a s  social amenities. The next chapter shali focus on the empirical 

study applied for conciuchg this research. 



CHAPTER 4: EMPIRICAL STUDY OF POVERTY ALLEVIATION 

STRATEGIES AS A MECHANISM FOR CRIME PREVENTION IN THE 

SEDIBENG DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY 

4.1 INTRODUCTION 

This chapter aims to report the findings of the empirical research that was 

conclucted for the poverty alleviation shatcgy as a m~l-ranism for crime 

pre\'ention in the Sedibeig Dishict Munidpalitv. The chapter begins with an 

exposition of research methc-dology tllieorv; the target population and sample; 

pilot stuilv; exposition of data c o l l ~ t i o n  and specific data to be obtained. 

Literature review is explained as a too1 for data collection; inte~-view and 

participant observation. A questionnaire for thc intcrviov was designed so as  to 

gather data. This i4las done so as to test the hypothetical statement nlade in 

Chapter One. 

4.2 METHODOLOGY 

According to Kotler and Armstrong (1987: 101) data could bc collectetl b!~ 

telephone, personal interviews and questionnaires by mail. It should be n o t d  

tl-ra t data and methalologv are inextricably interrlepc.ndent. This is mainly the 

rmsott why the 115carch rncfhdology and approach to be used for a particular 

subject should alwavs take into account the nature of the data to bc uscrl in the 

resohtian of tlw problem, with crnpkasis 011 meaning than on members. 

Bynard and Hanekom (1 9Y7:l29) argue data t the nature of rcscarch, unit analysis, 

n en arc. data sources and the academic field in which a specific study is undcrt k 

instrumental in selecting the applicable rescarch methods. 



4.3 SPECIFIC DATA TO BE OBTAINED 

Data collwtiort is concerned with the design of die questionnaire, wlule the data 

collection tecIu7iyue explains the administering of the questionnaire a i d  to 

gather the sutwv data (Dalton, 1991:136). Pur1t.y and Rordan (1990:702) 

developed the folIcnving five methods for effwti\*e research 

+ To interview, you ask individuals for information a b u t  the topic. You must 

preparc. questions, including yrwfs that will came you to ask more questions; 

To snn7et', . vou - must ask a group of people to respond to a written question. 

You must prepare questions and an answer form that is easv to cvaluatc.; 

r To observe, vou watch the situation in action, looking for response actions 

and basic facts ancl their sipificanre; 

To test, you compare two items of somc criterion or sct of criteria; and 

+ Ta use the libran?, which is a method of finding is~formatirsn 

A list of questionnaire was designed to gather information from the respondents. 

This was conducted in a form of an interview. Vie questionnaire was not given 

to each resyondcnt as  to promote an active participation. The respondents were 

briefed about the resc.~?rcli topic so as to establish an understanding bv all. 

In rt; recent- study, h,loriwn Q998:119) rcyortcd that it was important for the 

t.eserachel- first to do a thwough literature search of pretkms tl~twretiml and 

cn~yirical work in the relevant field and then to relate his or her work to the 

existbig literature. hh>rison calls dw process by means of which a nieasuiing 

instrumenl such as a questionnaire or a scale is cieveloped, opera tionnlisa tion+ 

This instrument should constitute a measure of the kc); concepts in the raeilrch 

question, 111 other words, the prixrss shouid involve cnrnyiling for  purpose of 

measurm~rnt , a List of charactet-istics devoted to the concept. For the purpose of 

this s turl~~,  the question ans~vers were put in a form of a questioruiair~ as it 



appears on page 90. In the same study with regard to the measuring instrument, 

Morison (1998:127), expressed the opinion that the nature of such an i~lskument 

shorrld Ix determined bv a range of factors including formuIation of tile problem, 

the nature of the phenomenon and the methodologicaf preferences of the 

resea rclier. 

4.4 COMPILING A DATA PLAN 

In coinyiling a data plan, it is important to consider the internal and extcmal data 

firstsince these represent data which is reaclv to be gad~cred (Luck & Rubin, 

1987:lOO). Primary data is of cardinal importance and entails the collection of 

proper information. Lea-v (1989: 86) describes primary data as the the data 

which is the nearest to the source of the truth as  this providcs a better reflection 

of the true facts than anv other source. Primary data also refers to data which has 

never lwcn collected before. It can be al~tained by individuals, families and 

represen tatiws of pubIic institutions tluougli observation, hi tcrviews and 

structu red qu esthmaircs. 

Prjn1a1-y data can bc collected h~ a shucturecl and uiish-uclured way. ,4 formal 

questionnaire could be used with forlnal questions, wliich are addresscrl to all 

rcsponclents, On the other hand, the interview is guided by answers to thc 

cluc"ti~is. The rescarchcr is also al lowd to ask dircct instead of indirect 

questions lvith reference to feelings and attitudes (Koder & Amstrong, 1985:lOO). 

Luck and Rubin ('1987: 117) are of the opinion that pIanning and 

primary data can be classificcl it1 four phases, nanieltt 

The data should aUnw the rescarclicr to reach his or I~cr objwt-ivr; 

The researches slioulcl dccide which type of data is needed to support his 

or hcr research successfulh~; 



The researcher needs to decide ti-om whom the primary data will be 

m l l ~ t e d ;  and 

Which methods of ctsn~munication should be applied. 

According to Luck & Rubin (1957:117), the gathering of secondarv data on the 

other hand is far casicr and less time-consuming, mainlv because it has h e n  

gatlwrcd and made alwaila ble by others, Knowledge of secondary data sources 

and at-ailabilitv is essential for this is co~~stantly n d c d  in plaming and 

ccmducting studies. For the purpose of this study, a list of intcrvicw questions 

was dmigncd. Respondents were to answer the questions. 

4.5 THE TARGET POPUtATION AND SAMPLE 

According tn hlouton (1996:135), a population can be defined in two step 

process, that is, the population to wluclr, the weearcllcr wisllcs to generalise md 

the samplc frame which is a set of cases from wluch sc71npIe will evenhlally be 

selected. Nel, et a1 (1988:9G) as well as  Luck Rubin (1957209) describe thc 

population as the total number or instructions from which t11c resrarcl~cr is 

tqing to draw conclusions. Luck ant1 Rubin (1987: 212) go on by giving an 

ovm.iew of the steps to be fdlowed in sampling, it is as follo\vs: 

define population from which the sarnplc is to be drawn; 

establish a frame with that population; 

choose the method of selecting the sample; 

determine the si72 of sample that is needcxi; and 

write instructions for idcntifving and seltcting actual nietilbers of 

sa~nple. 



The research population comprised members nf the SAPS, CPF members, the 

business sector and the civil scxiety. The research sample was limited to fifteen 

rrpondents, due to the consh.aints of resources such as  finance and a limited 

scope of a mini- dissertation.. 

4.6 PILOT STUDY 

According to Babhie (1998:159), there is alwavs a possibilitv of crror nu niattcr 

how carefuIIv a researcher may design the questionnares. Thc surest protection 

against such errors is to pretest the questionnaire on a limited number of 

subjects from the same p o p l a  tion that of which the evenhral project is intcnclcd 

(Welman & Kruger, l988:l-l6). A list of questions were cliscusseci with different 

stakeholders before the research was undertaken. There was a positive response 

arnmg respondents, this was done four weeks before the research was 

undertaken. 

4.7 QUALITATIVE RESEARCH 

Q~nlitative research is designed to rc'veaI a target audience's range of bcliavionr 

and tIie perceptions that drive it with refcrcnce to specific topics or issues. It uses 

in-depth sti~clics of small groups of people to guide and  support thc constl-uction 

of I~~~potheses. T ie  r e d  ts of quali tativc research are descriptive ra thcr than 

predictive (www.qrca.org/ whatis-qr.asp). 

QuaIitative mctl~od aims to provide an understanding an the basis of rich 

contestual and detailed data ((Mason 1996: 4). It cnab1c.s the researcficr to see the 

world from the point of view of participants, Tt Ieads to exad quantities of which 

generalisations can be based (Guy et aI. 1987:236). Today, qualitative methocls in 

the field of tnarkelirrg research include in-depth interviews with inciividuds, 



group discussions (from two to ten participants is hrpical); dian? and journal 

exercisa; a i d  in-context observations. Sessions may be conducted in person, bv 

telephone, via videoconferencing and via the Internet. For the purpose of this 

study, interviews were conducted in a form of group discussio~-1s. Participants 

were encouraged to speak freeIp how they perceilre the subject being 

investigated. The next session shalI discuss the reason researchers use qualitative 

research. 

4.7.1 Why Use Qualitative Research? 

kveral  u~uque aspects of cltlali tative research contribute to rich, insightful 

resul b: 

Synergy among respondents, as  they build on each other's coninicnk 

and  ideas. The dynamic ~iature of the interview or group iliscussion 

process, which engages resyo1x5xt-s more actively than is possible in 

more structured st1rvc.y. 

The opyorh~iiity to pro& ("Help me understand why vau feel that 

way") enabIing the resea~dier to read1 beyond initial responses and 

ra tio11alc5. 

The opportunity to observe, record and interpret lion-verbal 

conrmuiiicatioi~ (i.c., body language, voice intonation) as part of a 

rcsyondent's feedback, which is vaI~rabIe during interviews or 

discussions, and during analysis. 

The opporhr~~i t )~  to engage rcsponcicnts in "play" such as projecti\re 

techniques and exercises, overconling the self-consciousness that can 

inhibit spoil tancwus reactions and corn men ts 

(wvw.qrca.org/ whatis-qr.asp). 

The next session shall d i scms the advantages of qualitative researc1-r. 



4.7.2 Advantages of Qualitative Research. 

Qualitative research offers a number of advantages in that it hclps the rcsearclier 

to: 

rn 

rn 

rn 

rn 

rn 

rn 

Develop livpotheses; 

Undcrs tand the feelings, {dues, and perceptions that underlie and 

influence behaviour; 

Identify customer needs; 

Capturtl the language and imagerv customers use to ilcscrilw and  relate to 

a product, service, or brand; 

Esta bIish yaramcters (relevant ques tinns, range of resyonscs) for a 

qumititatitre study; and 

ExpIore specific informa tion obtained in a quantitative studv, to beH.er 

~~nderstand the context and/or subtext of the data 

(~~w~~.qrca.org/wl~atis~qr.asp). 

The ncxt session shall di.scuss the various tools that WIT used for collecting data; 

and tlwir anal~~sis will also be proviclecI. 

4.8 Literature Review 

According to T m h r  (2005:1), a hterah~re review is an acccwnt of whak has bccn 

publishetl on a topic bv acadi ted  scholars and researclie~~s. Occasionallv onc 

will be asked to stvrite one as a separate assignment (sometimes in the foi6ni of an 

almolatccl bibliograpliv), but niorc oftcn i t  is part nf the introduction to an essav, 

research report, ur thesis. In writing the literature review,, one's purpose is to 

con\w to his or her reader what knowledge and ideas haw b w n  established on 

a topic, and what their sbcngtlis a id  wcaknesscs are. As a piece of w i t i ~ ~ g ,  the 

literature review must be defined bv a guiding concept (e.g., research objective, 



the problem or issue one is discussing or argumentative thesis). I t  is not just a 

descriptive List of the material availabIe, or a set of summaries. 

Bcsicles enlarging one's knowledge about the topic, writing a literature revie~v 

enables one gain and demonstrate skills in two areas; nameIy: 

Information seeking: the abiIitv to scan the literature efficiently, using 

manual or computerized methods, to identi8 a set of t~sefuj artides 

a i d  books, 

CriticaI appraisd: the abilihr to apply principles of analvsis to identify 

unbiased and valid studies. 

A number of written sourccs were consulted for the p u r p e  of this research. 

hhst of the sourccs consulteci are from Sedibeng District hlu nicipali h, for 

accuracy. A n u m k r  of surveys were undcrtakcn bv SDXI in order to make 

findings a b u t  the povertv and inquality levels in the region anci crime as  well. 

These arc fitting for the s h ~ d j * ,  for the findings rcxordd correspond with the 

general feeling of the residents; sonw Mvcre intwviewed for the purpose of this 

shrdy wliilc with otlicrs i t  was a genera1 talk, cot~ccrning the subject. 

Sorue of the \+*ritings were obtained from thc Itltcri~ct, focusing on the different 

interpretations (and definitions of the subjects that were researched (poverty; 

hcqualih and crime). 

4.9 Interviews 

M'csseIs (1993:404) believes that one of thc most frequentlv uscd teclmiyucs of 

data are intwviews and questionnaires. Inten4ews are particularly useful for  

getting the stnrv behind a participant's cxpcricnces. Thc interviewer can pursue 

in-depth information around a topic. Intcrvicws may lx usefuI as follow-up to 

certain rcspomients to yirestionnaires, such as tr, further investigate their 



responses. Usually open-ended questions are asked during intcrvi~\+~s 

(hIcNan~ara 1999:l). 

4.9.1 Interviews by teIephones 

Luck and Rubin (1987:106) are of the opinion that the telephone is defini tety the 

most convenient means of reaching sunw respcm~lents. Nel, et al. {1988:l@) 

agreed and a s su rd  that this n~etlioci is important for the interviewer to gain and 

maintain the cooperation and confidence of the respondent In order to establish 

support, a pleasant and friendhy telephone x-oictr and a sliort introduction are 

esst.iitial, Luck and Rubin (19873104) further stated that tlijs was the traditional 

medium where intcrvicwcr engagcd in facc-to-facu romwsation with the 

rsponderr ts, which could take place in various hrpes sf Iwa tiom. 

4.9.2 Persona1 Interviews 

Personal: interview is a well-known met1id of a-&c ting data (Babbie, 19'33264). 

Intewiews can either be formal or informal. lnformaf or structured in tervicws, 

y~.cparml or standardized scliedu led questionnaires are used to c a l k t  

qua11 titatiw data. fnformal or unstrtrctured interviews are used to prove in- 

depth questioiis in nrdcr to gather qualitative dafa. Persona1 intervieus may be 

time- consuming with time not taken up by the interviewee itself but used in 

arranging the appointment that suits both the intenGewer and responrlent, 

The interview serves as a useful function; a11 questions are answered and that the 

respondent understands the instructions and questions. However, the 

i~~tcn~jlewer can a1.w cause enwrs. He or she may misunderstand tlic rcsponclcnts' 

answers, but makes a derical crrcw in recording it, or i t  mav simply rword an 

answcr even when the rcsyondcnts failed to replv. To avoid this situation 

intcrvicws can bc rwnrdcd with ycsmission of the interviewer (Luck & Rubin 

1987: 106). 



Fitiallv, Patton (1991: 349) found that the researcher's fulI attention must be 

focused upon the hten4ewer. He must be tf6nking ahmt proving for htrther 

explanation or clarification of what he is now saving, formulating proks, 

relating current discussion with what he has already said, thinking ahead to add 

a new qwstion that has now arisen and \ztas taken account of in the standing 

guidc and attending to the intewiewer in a manner that com.murucates to him 

that the rcscarcher is indeed listening. I11 addition, thcrr is a problen~ of taking 

notes even if shortl.land is used in the process, which decreases a researches's 

inter~~icwing capacih:; it is advisable that the discussions should be tapccl. 

Semi-structured hte~views were conductd for the purpose of* this study; they 

involved intervierus with CPF ~nembcrs, SAPS members mil people frotn the 

bushicss sector. 

Profile of the respondents 

Firstlv, tJw respondents werc askcd to indicate their gender: 

o Out of the hventv respondcnts, fourteen wcrc fernalc and sis 

were malc. Wnn~en are sccn as more intcrcstcd in commi~nity 

matters than men. Again in our countn~ we are at a point of 

prun~oting women participation in general affairs. 

Secondlv, the rcsyon&:'nts wcre asked to indicatc their ape: 

o 8 respondents wcre of the age range between 18- 24 

o 6 respondents were of the age range between 25- 31 

o 1 respondent Lwhvecn the ago range of 32-37 

o 5 respondents were of the agc range between 38- 44 

Tl~irdlv, the respondents \yere asked to indicate their occupation: 

0 Sewn  rcsyimdents are students who arc actively involved in con~n~unihr 

dc.velopmmta1 programmes, and have been active for three \?ears 

resyectivelv. 



o Two scspnndents are members of the SAPS. 

o Four respondents are in the busu~css sector, 

o Seven respondents are CPF (eniplovecl and unenipIoved). 

!low is the questionnaire that was used for conducting this researc 

/ 1. Is crime a major problem in SDM? 

Strongly 

agree 

I Questions 

4. Do vou think there is a link betwwn crime 

and poverty? 

Agree 
I 

40 % 2. 1s it fair to attribute pc~vert-)~ and crime tcs 

apartheid? 

I 

5. Is local government effective in poverty ' 

Strongly 

disagree 

3. Is there enough community irwolvenient in 

poverty atleviation and crimc prwention? 

30% 

I alleviation and crime prevention initiatives? 
I 

6. In vour opinion, does poverh? causc crime? 20% I 20% 
I 

7. Are vou aware of the poverty alleviation 0% 

strategies in SDM? 

8. Are you satisfied with tlie housing provided 20% 1 501 I 
9. Do you think tlia t the It.vsl of education in 20% 

SDM is good in order to create a society of 

S O X  30% I 

I 



1 10. Are tlic social grants helping in addressing 1 20% 1 40% 

the issue o f  ynverh H i  SDhlf? 

1 11. Do you have a yroMern in accessing 1 60% i 30% 110% 
I I 

emergency services such as  ambulance and I 
other medical facilities? 

I 
I 

I 

12. As there is an m7er supply of health ! 20% 1 40% 40 7; i 
facilities, is the public encouraged to use these 

facilities? 

13. M7itli the VCT nut fc>r the public to use for 

HIV, are these wcli marketed, do people know 

about this facility? 

14. About sport and rcncation, in your 

opinion do you t11ink that this strategv is 

working in order to control ,md prevent crime 

among vouth? 

strategy for p m w h  alleviation? 

I ! 

lh .  Do aou t1ii11.k that thc SAP5 is doing its 1 10% 

role to protect thc residents? I 

50 % IS. Can arts and crtIture Lw viewccl as a 

18. Is there co-operation bchvccn the 40?6 

20% 

I 
17. Can we agree that SDM is really playing ik '10% 

role to make the life o f  its residents bcttcr and 
I 

secure? I 

municiyaIitv and SAPS in dealing with crime? I 

40% 



Findings of the in tenkws 

19. Are all stakeholders in crime prevention 

acknowledged and supported? 

When askcd a h u  t po~~ert)?  and crime, the CPF members said that po17erty and 

crime affect them all hcnce their involvement in crime prevention. Poverh. is 

seen as  an excuse for people to cnniniitcrimc. There is a slight problem with their 

inuolvcnien t though. It is argued that sonw of the SAPS still do not understand 

the concept of social crinlc prevention and this makes it difficdt for them to 

participate fully, On the issuc of poverh7 alleviation initiatives by t1ic SDh3, tliev 

k l i c w  that HIC SDh.1 is really trying and should be applaudeel by its 

achic.cfc~nenk thus far, for many who did not have houses now h a w  a shelter; 

they have access to clean water; even though there is rmni for improvcments, 

esycciallv where roads arc concerned. 

The SAPS members i n t e ~ i e w e d  are the ones in social crime, tlicv also argue that 

poverty alleviation should k cwryone's responsibilih~, for the more the people 

are shickcn b~ poverv, the more likely thev are to commit crime. 01 the issues 

of crime prevention, thcy argue that gcncrallv there is support from the toy 

management of thc station and it is believed that it is just a mattcr of time ti11 the 

SAPS members who arc not in social crimc prevaition understand it; thcrc is 

hope for a Ix'ttcr reception far all stakcholcters in crime prevention. The SAPS is 

afsis uncier the frustration caused bv lack of partnership with the justice 

clepal-tment. TIiev argue that when the court of law clecides that Hie crimc 

committed is tiot worthv to be tiallcul, thev are kept in the dark and will sep a 

pel-pctrator walking in the streets, making tlic community to lose faith in them 

even more. 

20 ?;1 50% 30 % 



The respondents in the busincss sector however had a different opinion about 

crime mid povertv. They argue that crime causes pm7erh., because due to 

shoplifting and other types of crime committed to their business, it is hard for 

them to ernploy new staff, Instead of creating jobs, jobs are reserved for those 

alread!. ~*ot-king, leaving the unempIoved more impovcr-ished. 

A summary of the inteniew findings as contained in We interview questions arc 

as follows: 

There is a problem of crime UI Scilibeng, a11 respondents are 

affected bv it on different degrees. 

TIicre is still apathy from comn~uniQ~ members in poverty 

alleviation initiatives, which makes poverty alleviation difficult to 

achieve for pcnyerty affccts the socio-economic status of the 

Sedihcng. 

The poverty alIevialion stra tegics by the SDM arc effective and well 

appreciated bv the community, tl~ese are known by most of the 

cornmu~~ihr members. 

The ccs~nn~uni h apprwia tcs Horrsing and cduca lion as stratcgics. 

Education is klievcd to have a grca t impact on tlic swio-economic 

status of the District for when pcople are literate thcv will be better 

positioned to initiate more poverty al!evia tion techniques. 

Social grants are a grcat relief to "poor ho~tsc1ioEcis". Emergency 

facilities, even though difficult to acccss are available to all. 

Health facilities as this is yaraniorrnt, arc being accessed bv all as 

well as services like VCI'. 

Arts m d  culture and  recreational facilities are applarrded bv most 

as this keeps people from committing crime especially young 

popfe.  



There is lack of co-operation between the SAPS, community and 

mcnibers and SDM in crime prevention and all these stakeholcfers 

are committed to ma ki~ig SDM a secure place for aII. 

4.10 Participant Observation 

The Wikipdia the free enc>dopedia liigliligh ts that participant observation is a 

niajor resrarh strategy which aims to gain a closc and intimate familiarity with a 

given group of individuals (such as a religious, occupational, or deviant group) 

and their practices through an intensive ini.olvernen t with people in their natural 

environment. The method origuiat~ci in field work of social ant.liropo1ogists and 

in tlic urban research nf the CI~icagn Scliocd. 

Participant observation has a quite distinct histon. horn that of thc positivist 

approach to rrcsearcIi. Positivist researchers ernploving questionnaires a i d  

surveys assume that thcv aIrmdv know what is important. Tn conhast, 

participant observation makes no firm assurriptions about what is important. 

This method encourages researchcfi to immerse thernsclves i n  the &IT-to-dav 

activities of the people wholn thcv are attempting to understand. In contrast to 

testing ideas (cleciuctivc), they may be develoyecl from olxcrva tions (\Vikipedia, 

2oO5). 

TIic analvsis of observations 

Tlwre are four stages of aiialvsis whose overall aim is thc catcgorisation of 

coIlwtcd data within the context of a dcvcloyccl tl~~oretical framework. 

Tn select and  define problems, concepts and itidices (such as 

inequalities, social  class^, class mobility, wages and status). Once 

established, observed phenomena are thcn placed cvithin a 

theoretical fraii~e~vork (say, theor)? of market ineyualitv) for further 

investigation, 



A check on the frequency and distribution of phenomena fe.g., 

perccn tage of sample population in different social classes). This 

means to see what events and relations are ppical and widespread. 

It is at this point that the distinction betwven qualitative and 

quantitative work breaks down @ut not l - W e e n  grwd and bad 

research). 

The ronstruction of a social svstem moclel; i.e., nfoving from 

substantive to forma1 theon?, and the need 20 make broader links in 

observational shidies fe.g., s s ~ i s l  class tensions and mobilit)' in 

other parts of society). In analysing different contexts (say, 1-arious 

householcls, mnimuni ties, and/or places), the researcher can then 

move to maw forn~al theory composed of abstract categories (say, 

hIarks theory of class}. Assisting in ttus stage of anahpsis is thc use 

of units. A unit is a tool to use in scrutinising the data. Tvpes of unit 

includc 'class', 'status', 'pracBcs1, r o c ' ,  'relationships', 

'organisa tions', 'settkrnen ts', etc. Each of these different units ma\' 

have diffcrcnt questions asked of them by the anaIvst. Hew, the 

ileve!opment of an analvtic framework during fieldwork renders 

the data kt11 manageable and intelligible. 

The withdrawaf from the field to a final analysis and write-up. Both 

distancu and time arc n c ~ ~ l c d  for reflection and anaIvsis of the data. 

Nu matter 1101.5~ well the data are anaIysed, the resuIts must Ee 

prcsmtcd and communicated in a wav that is both persuasive, well 

argued and accessible to the audience, demonstrating the 

au tlm1ticit-y of the liescrip tions and their analyses (u k.a,mi ties.com 

,/y r~nl;'al~ticip;~ntobset~7ati011). 

As it was ililportant for the researcher to be kr1ow1edgeat-k in the subjecti it was 

reci~mmeiidch~ that she becomes part of the s u n w ,  she c o d d  give. her o ~ ~ t l  



interpretations of the subject, and ITOW her feelings and olxzrvation about the 

subject compare wi tli those of other respondents. 

Findings of the participant o b s e ~ ~ a t i o n  

The wseracher has bcen invoI~*cd in crime prevention for hvo wars  a t  the time of 

writing. The gc~ieral observation in regard to the relationships between various 

stakeholders in crime prevention is a s  follows: 

Thcrc is still no  clear understanding of the concept of social crime 

PI-cvention. This is a joint venture 1%-herebv evenone affected b\+ clime 

must pull in the weight nf trving to prevent it, The Education 

Department argue it is a coxnmunitv safety and securih? dlzyartrncnt's 

resposibilihr. The justice system aln7avs h a w  cornmihiw~ik for not 

showing up to thc CPF meetings. 

Local gwernnwnt has a role to play in crime yrercntion a s  legishtcci, 

The dishkt  cour~cillor for safetv and securih. is active in con~mttnih 

works and is mostl>* present a t  functions hosted bv the SAPS for crinie 

prclpcn tion. 

The police is also a w r c  of the issue of poverty nlleviaticm, hcncc. thev 

are invloved in helping local charities. 

4.11 CONCLUSION 

The findings of the research revea 1 that tlicre is still a Pig problem of yoverhr and 

crinie in the Scdibcng District h.lunicipa1itv. This is however the legacy of 

aparhtcid as  viewed bv manjv. SDhll is satisfacto~v in scrvice delivery according 

to the studv and the swial grants arc. relieving many who are impovc~sherl. Tlic 

communih is very appreciative of thc houses, even tlinugh tlicrc. arc sonic 



complaints as compared to other parts of the country for some houses, as  a r ~ u e d  

bv some of the respondents are bctter for an average familv while others are too 

small. 

Membcrs of the cornmunip, the SAPS and CPF are eager to bring an end to 

poverh and crime. This can be achieved through a joint venture of different 

departments in fie ting crime and iniproving the so&-cconomic status of tlic 

region. The next cliapter shall focus on further rcsearrh findings, 

recomrncnda tions and conclusion. 



CHAPTER 5: RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSION 

5.1 INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this chapter is to give a description of the rfsyondcnts regarding 

poverty and crime in Scdikng District Municipalie. I t  also aims to provide 

solutions on how Sediberig can best i n l d \ ~ e  the community in alleviating 

pover'h' and preventing crime in thc region, 

The aim of this stud\? was not necessarily to provides a statistical data, but rather 

to gathcr qua2itative information. The results of the interview were analysed in 

terms of a g g e g a h i  categories. An analysis of 1-low the respondents view 

conccy ts of poverh. and crime and related nlatters are t a h h l  below: 

5.2 RESEARCH FINDINGS 

the 

All of tlic respondents are we11 awarc of the status quo of crime and povcrty in 

5.21 Gender 

thc region. TIwv a11 wish to participate in ma king their communitv a safe place to 

CPF murnkrs SAPS members 

stav in and take pride in and atso to be acti\.t. in ~ o n o m i c  d~vebprne~it in 

Business 

liclping those who are k i n g  classed as living tlndcr the poverty line. 



5.2.3 Concep tualising Poverty 

A number of respondents (40%) are of the opinion that the previous political 

dispensation of apartheid should be blamed for the socio-economic status in the 

region anci the cormtry a t  large. While 30% share the feeling that, tlic past should 

be left where it helongs in the past, people slmuld rather help the government to 

better improve the lives of c\-elv residents in the cou ntnv, going to the nation that 

" democracy is the govenlnient of the people Ev thc people for the pcoyle". The 

government can odv do so much, but if the residents join force and not Imk a t  

the problem of povcrk as the government's problem, the g ~ x e r t m c n t  can 

further take pride UI its constituency and h77 to dcIiver sen*ices that art. reaciilv to 

Lw received by the people, for it seems as if there is a dilemma as to what will 

please the people. 30% of respondents are just b i n g  to cope with tlic wav things 

are hoping for tlic. better, 

5.2.4 Conceptualising Crime 

Crime affects ewrv one. Every respondent feel that people who cornmit crime 

have no excuse, thev arc just not l o \ ~ d  to the government of tlic day. They arc. of 

the opinion that the go~.eninwnt by dclivcring houses, electricity, water and 

other basic services is really doing its best, especiallv with social grmts which is 

a relief to women Whc1 haye Icft with kids, pcoplc with cfisabititics and also the 

elderly. What the respondents fee1 is that it imulci be bctter for pecydc to mcct 

the government half wav by ap  preciation. 

5.2.5 Feelings about Social Crinie Prevention 

Responcients who are i~~volvecl in crime prevention, on different I e~~e l s  thougli, 

fcel that therc is still lack of unrierstanding as far as  sixial crime prevention is 

concerned. Tl~c department of community safctv is really trying to workshop 



people a b u t  the matter. 30% of the CPF members feel that if there were some 

form of incentive give11 to volunteers, peopIe would be more intcrestcd in 

volunteering. \/C'l~ile there is a genera1 feeling that when workshops are 

conducted, those that are not in social crime prevention component are not the 

ones necessarily neecling the workshop but officers from other conipnents do. 

5.3 TESTING THE HYPOTHESIS 

The aim of this stuclv was also to test the preliminan? sta ternent made in Chapter 

One, namelv that: 

Crime is a conce~-~.red socio-ecorromic and IegaI problem in Sedibeng 

region. An increased implementation of m a c r ~ ~ n n o r n i c  strategies lxr thc 

district municipality and other stakeholciers' participation could positivelv 

rcsul t in reducing poiferh and crime in the region. 

Xcwrding k, the fiidings made, thc statement has been validated. More public 

participation in crirne prwen tion will enhance a .sa fcr R-rnrnunitv for all. 

5.4 RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Sctiibeng District Municipalitv should accept that no matter the anlount of 

projects and programmes impIenwntcd, time is thc dclermining factor in solving 

the problem of poverty and crirnc in the region a118 the country as  a whole. To 

create an  wononiic viabIe mul'licipahty, i t  is essential for the n~~rn ic ipd ih~  to take 

these recommncndations into consideration in creating a bctter place for all 

\Y hen making the initiatives for povertv alleviation, the hlunicipalih 

should estabkli a committee made u p  of different roIe- players in 

poverh alleviation. This should not be basccl on political party 

mcm bcrs only to promote clcmtxracy and hanspare~qr in its affairs. 



The Municipalih t+-ith the p w c r  vested in it, should foster a standing 

refationship with different stakeholders in fighting poverh and crimc. 

Workshops should not be conducted scyaratelv as voicd bv ,some 

concerned role- players in crime prevention, so that there can be a clcar 

understanding between all role-players, as to what each om's function 

is. 

+ The niuniciya1itv sl~ould ylcdge its support to poverty alIc\.ia tion and 

crime prcvention initiatives undertaken bv an\-om. This should not be 

based on favouritism, but on ~ ' k o  is willing to do the job. 

SMMEs should be given preference UI financial assistance, for this is 

gcmd for the monomic development of the region. 

111 preventing crirnc in the arm, the municipaIie should take the 

init.iati\.e by calling for meetings on crime prevention a t  the police 

stations; this will boost the morale of the vohntecrs in crime 

prcvention. 

+ Stakeholders, especially in crune prevention should be cncnul-aged to 

know of the relevant policies governing them, so as to make their job 

easier and nlnrc intersting erem Jeparhncnt should bc 

encou raged to participate in crirnc prevention; this will help promote 

poverty aIlcviation. 

* The business sector should be invol\vd in helping the municipality in 

imparting skills to the young people in the region, to prevent the 

graduatm from exiting the area due to lack of cmplovmcnt. 

5.5 CONCLUSION 

The first objective of this research was to yt-m4dr a d~lscriptive explanation of 

crirnc and crime prmcvt.n tion and p7erty in  the Scdibeng District Municipnli t\'. 

To niect this objective, the exposition of poverh and crime in %dihng was 



provided for in Chapter T\+,o. Thc chapter al-so czutlincd the relational patterns 

between various stakel~olders in crirne prevention. The study does reveal some 

of the causes of crime and its effccts on the scxieeconomic status of the region 

and the country as a whole. 

The sccond objective was to p r o ~ ~ i d e  the remedies that the Sellihng District 

ilIunicipaIity has for the probleni at 11and. This is aclueved through Local 

Fconornic Development and Integrated Developmental Programme. This was 

provided for in Chapter Three. The purpose of providing str-atcgies is to 

show tlic commitment the government has in making lives better for all. It is 

evident that thc rnunicipdihr is also colnmitted to the national gmwnment's 

objectives, as promoting participatory government; the residents of SDM are 

willing to in~prove smio-economic status of the region. This is seen 1%-hen the 

business sector joins forccs with thc department of community safetv in trving to 

yrcvrnt crime in thc area and the ci\*il society. 

To give a better understanding of tlic region, the demographics of thc population 

h~ the region was providccl for in the same chapter, outlining the strttcture of the 

mimiciyality area, and its demarca tion. 

In Chapter Four, the research methodology applied in data mIlection is 

Jiscussed. it is also indicated that quantitative research metl~odologp has been 

applied at~cl data collection instrument ~ w d  was the interview. Literature review 

was re l id  upon for the spcci fic in forrna tion of the concey ts investigated. 

In Chapter Fil-e, the analvsis of the findings of thr research was provided for. 

The hvpothesis for research was sccn to have Lvcn validated. Rccomn~cndations 

and cl~allenges facing the municipalities were uutIined. 
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APPENDIX 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

This question~iaire is an investigative tool that is used far the fulfilnient of the 

study; the researcher is a student for khe degree blaster in Development and 

hilanagernen t in the dcparhi~cnt of Public Management and Administration at the 

North- West University. 

Questions 

'1. Is crime a major problem in SDM? 

Strongly 

disagree 

2. Is i t  fair to attribute poverty and 

crime to apartheid? 

3. Is there enough community 

involv~rnent in poverty alleviation 

Agree 

and crime prevention? 

Strongly 

agree 

4. Do you think there is a link 

between crime and poverty? 

5. Is local government effective in 

p e r t  alleviation and crime 

prevention initiatives? 

6. In your opinion, does poverty 

cause crime? 



7. Are you aware of the povertv 

alleviation strategies in SDM? 

8. Are you satisfied with the housing 

provided by government? 

9. Do you think that the level of 

education in SDM is good in order to 

create a society of literates? 

10, Are the social grants helping in 

addressing the issue of poverty in 

SDM? 

11. Do you have a problem in  

accessing emergency services such as 

ambulance and other medical 

facilities? 

12. As there is an over supply of 

health facilities, is the public 

encouraged to use these facilities? 

13. With the VCT out for the public to 

use for HIV, are these well marketed, 

do people know about this facility? 

14. About sport and recreation, in 



strategy is working in order to 

control and prevent crime among 

youth? 

your opinion do you tl-tink that this 

15. Can arts and culture be viewed as 

I 

a strategy for poverty alIeviation? 

16. Do you think that the SAPS is 

doing its role to protect the residents? 

17. Can we agree that SDM is really 

playing its role to make the life of its 

residents better and secure? 

18. Is there co-operation between the 

municipality and SAPS in dealing 

with crime? I I 
- 

19. Are a11 stakeholders in crime 

prevention acknowledged and 

supported? 

I 
I 

I 


