
van die kcigte war op hierdie vrou, wat Schoeman 'een van die mees uitson-
derlike vroue in die negentiende-eeuse Suid-Mrika' (p. 283) noem, ingewerk
her.

As in aanrnerking geneem word hoeveel claar reeds oor Schreiner geskryf
is, is Schoeman se biografie 'n merkwaardige prestasie en ongetwyfeld die
volledigste studie oor haar wat nog verskyn het. Hy gaan nie net op haar
lewe in Die, maar gee ook 'n volledige bespreking van haar skryfwerk en
die agtergronde wat daartoe aanleiding gegee het (kyk hoofsrukke 12 en
13 ).Dat die biografie in Afrikaans geskryf is, het sekerlik die ironiese oog
van die skrywer Die ontgaan Die. Hiermee het Karel Schoeman ondubbel-
sinnig 'n mosie van vertroue in die voongesette publikasie van vakliteratuur
in Mrikaans gestel.

Kritiek kan oak ingebring word teen die plasing van notas agrer in die
hoek. Wanneer sal uitgewers leer dat so 'n publikasie se nutswaarde feitlik
totaa! geneutraliseer word wanneer been en weer fusseD teks en annotasie
rondgeblaai moet word? En daD is die verwysingsyfers boonop so weggesteek-
klein dat 'n mens die teks as 't ware met 'n vergrootglas moet fynkam op

soek daarna.
Annotasies war nie altyd korrek verantwoord is nie (5, 7,9, 17, 21), oover-

antwoorde annotasies (14, 19, 22) en inkonsekwente aanhaling van Bybel-
tekste (soms toeligtend, soms Die) is enkele aDder gebreke.

AI is die Scholtz-uitgawe van Smit se dagboek 'n skynbaar oorhaastige,
effens ondeurdagte bydrae tot die skrapse geleentheidspublika.'jies condom
die 150ste herdenking van die Groot Trek, is dit nogtans te vetwelkom en
wel omdat dit kosbare inligting in die dagjoernaal opnuut onder die aandag

en op die boekrakke bring. JOHANN WDEWYK MARAIS
Rizad vir Geesteswetenskaplike Nilvorsing

P.R VAN DER SCHYFF
Po/chefs/roomie Universi/ei/ vir CHO

KAREL SCHOEMAN. Olive Schreiner: 'n lewe in
Suid-Afrika 1855-1881. Human & Rousseau:
Kaapstad en Pretoria, 1989. 584 pp. Gell.

R69,95 (eksklusief).
ISBN 0 798124911.

Karel Schoeman bet met sy groot aantal
publikasies van uiteenlopende aaId vir horn 'n
prominence pick in die Afrikaanse letterkunde
verwerf. Hy kan tans beskou word as die grootste
lewende romanskrywer in Mrikaans, terwyl hy
ook 'n bydrae op die terrein van onder meer
die reisboek, 'lenaalwerk en tekste vir visuele
media lewer.

Van meet af aan was dit duidelik dat hy 'n
sterk historiese bewussyn bet, wac ook in sy prosawerk neerslag vind. 'n
Mens dink byvoorbeeld aan sy bantering van die Tweede Anglo-Boereoorlog
in Veldslag (1965), sy betrek van die geskiedenis van Ierland teen die einde
van die 18de eeu in By fakkellig (1968) en die lewensgetroue, sorgvuldige
rekonstruksie van kultuurhistoriese aspekte in die 19de-eeuse Vrystaat in

'n Ander land (1984).
Daarbenewens bet Schoeman horn seden 1976 daarop toegespits om

navorsing te doen en te publiseer oor leemtes in die Suid-Mrikaanse geskied-
Skrywing. Sy calle boeke oor die Vrystaatse geskiedenis asook die Vrijstatia-
reeks wac onder sy redakteurskap verskyn, is voorbeelde hiervan.

Ook opvallend is sy belangstelling in die biografiese geskiedskrywing,
wac neerslag vind in sy vies romancees oor Shakespeare, Rembrandt,
Beethoven en die Strauss-familie. 'n Belangriker en meer regstreekse
voorloper van Olive Schreiner: 'n lewe in Suid-Afrika 1855-1881 is egter
die bock oor N.P. van Wyk wuw se jeugjare en Roggeveldse jeugwereld,
Die wereld van die digter (1986). Albei boeke getuig ook van die uitbreiding
van sy belangstelling na die droer landskappe van die Kaapprovinsie.

In Olive Schreiner Skryf Schoeman sy eerste omvattende biografie, waarin
hy sy vermoens as roman- en geskiedskrywer aanwend om 'n rekonstruksie
te maak van die eerste 25 jaar in die lewe van hierdie beroemde Suid-
Afrikaanse skryfster (veral bekend vir haar roman The story of an African
fatm (1883» en kampvegter vir die politieke regte van vroue en swanmense.

Schreiner word voorgestel as iemand wac gtootgeword bet in ' 'n landelike

pionierswereld' (p. 531) wac in 'n oorgangsfase verkeer bet en waarvan die
ontWikkeling veral na omstreeks 1870 as gevolg van die ontdekking van
diamant~ en goud momenrum sou kry. Die biografie coon aan watter
vormende invloede die tydsgees, die land en die landskap, haar familie,
bulle verblyf op sendingstasies, Oos-Kaapse dorpies en plase en haar leeswerk
op haar gehad bet: Sy was in vele opsigte 'n buitestaander in 'n wereld
waar die blanke dikwels ' 'n klein minderheid in 'n tradisionele swart

gemeenskap' (p. 96) was en, veral belangrik, waar die vrou se regte beperk
was (o.m. p. 99). Haar talent bet in moeilike omstandighede ontWikkel,
onder meer omdat haar formele opvoeding gebrekkig was en sy geleef bet
in 'n gemeenskap waarin claar weinig intellekruele scimulasie was. Schoeman
skryf oor hierdie tydperk in haar lewe omdat hy dit as deurslaggewendbeskou
vir die verloop van haar lewe.

Schoeman bet geen moeite ontsien om hierdie biografie te skryf nie.
Hy bet die plekke besoek waar Schreiner haar jeugjare deurgebring bet
en die bibliografie met sy 534 titels en die calle Coco's wac versamel is, gee
'n aanduiding van die wye navorsing wac ondemeem is. Weliswaar bet
Schoeman 'die oenskynlike outobiografie en die oenskynlike flksie as bykans
gelyke bronne van inligting beskou' (p. 75), maar hy is nietemin bewus
van die gevare hieraan verbonde en slaag deurgaans daarin om in sy inter-
pretasie verantWoordelik daannee om te gaan. Hy bring calle wysigings ten
opsigte van die sienings van vroeere biograweaan (bv. oor Schreiner se ver-
houding met die handelaar Julius Gau) en skep 'n baie volledige beeld

P.S. THOMPSON. Nata/ions first: separatism in
Sotlth Africa 1909-1961. S°1!thern Book Pub-
lishers: Johannesburg, 1990. 231 pp. R45,OO

(exclusive).
ISBN 186812262 X.

This book by Dr Paul Thompson of the
Department of Historical Studies at the U niver-
sity of Natal (Pietermaritzburg) is the first
detailed account published of tharpeculiarly
Natal phenomenon of white separatist politics
for the period 1910-1961. It centres around the
wishes of Natalians to keep intact as much of
their British connections as possible or alterna-
tively to 'go it alone'.

Thompson has effectively traced this stance through a series of leagues,
groups, associations, parties, commandos, and fronts. In between he deals
with other important (for Natalians) issues such as the struggle for greater
power for the provincial council system, the language issue, status within
the British Empire, the fight over a new South African flag and attemprs
at gaining home rule. It is also the stoty of the setbacks, failures, quartels
and disagreements among the separatists themselves.

Throughout Thompson has tried to show how separatism manifested
in such organisations as the Federal League (organised in response to the
perceived dangers of Hertzogism after 1913) and the Democratic Reform
League in the 1920s (one of whose aims was'to ptomote the decentralisation
and greater autonomy of the provinces.) In the 1930s the Natal separatists
changed their apptoach to the idea of home rule rather than outright seces-
sion ftom the Union and so was born the idea of devolution. Accordingly
a Devolution League was formed to ptopagate the idea. But thtoughout
this period the Natal separatists were divided among themselves about home
rule, and between devolution and federation, although most of them sup-
ported some kind of imperial link (with Great Britain).

The formation of the first Natal political party to actively ptopagate the
idea of separatism, the Dominion Party (largely made up of those Natalians
rejecting the South Mrican Party's fusion with the National Party in 1934),
did not go vety far in uniting white Natalians. Dominion Party co-operation
with the government during the Second World War had led to its energies
being submerged in the war effort and a consequent lessening of support
for separatism. However, the 'Natal Stand', embodying that particular Natal
'consciousness' articulated so forcefully by the Zululand politician George
Heaton-Nicholls, refused to lie down and play dead and during the 1950s
there was again a revival of Natal separatist ideas thtough the Natal branch of
the Torch Commando. This led to the launching of the Federal Party which
in fact btought a subtle change in the 'Natal Stand' since the party empha-
sised the constitutional reconstruction of the Union. This new party was
committed to a federal union and self-determinism for Natal. But the
Federal Party failed dismally in the 1953 elections and for the latter part
of the 1950s turned their attention towards supporting the Anti-Republican
League (with help ftom the secretive 'Horticulruralists'). The Natal separa-
tists arguably won their greatest 'victoty' in ensuring that Natal ovetwhelm-
ingly rejected a republic in the referendum held on 5 October 1960. But
this was not enough to stop the formation of a republic or to secure a new
deal for Natalians. According to Thompson the reality of an Afrikaner
Nationalist republic finally killed English Natal's ideals of separatism.
However, he adds that 'Economic bogeys aside, Natal could have survived
vety well, thank you, as a separate part of the British Empire.'

Thompson has ptoduced a detailed and well-researched account of a
neglected piece of South Mrican political histoty. But it has been neglected
precisely because its influence on the national scene was minimal since it
concentrated on a narrow parochial Natal stance which more often than
not presented a shifting and often fragmented opposition. However, he
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does go a long way in explaining the peculiar (to outsiders) behaviour of
rhe English inhabitanrs of Natal and rheir clinging to rhe idea of a separate
identity in what has jokingly been called the 'last outpost of the British
Empire'.

Kort mededelings/Short notices

A. DE ~ MINNAAR
Human Science.r Research Council

).C.A. BoEYENs. 'Die konflik tussen die Venda en die Blankes in UansvaaI,
1864-1869'. Archives ~arbook.for South Afrzi;an history 53(2). Govemment
Printer: Pretoria, 1990. 114 pp. Illus. RI0,00 (inclusive).
ISBN 079701666X.

The history (1848-1867) of Schoemansdal, the most northern Voortrekker
settlement of the erstWhile Zuid-Mrikaansche Republiek, is the. ideal ptoto-
rype for a cameo study of relations, adjustments and conflict between settlers
of European origin and indigenous communities on the 19th century ftontier
in Southern Mrica. Several historians have thus far done extensive research on
this particular subject.

In most cases attention was given to the history of Schoemansdal, colourful
leaders and- the influence that the evacuation of the village had on later
white settlement in the Notthern Transvaal.

Boeyens, in the work under discussion, concentrated in particular on the
conflict between the Venda community and the Transvaalers. It is largely
based on primary sources, the findings of earlier researchers, as well as the
valuable information gathered by NJ. van Warmelo by means of oral
tradition earlier this century. The result is a praiseworthy attempt to get
to the essence of the factors responsible for the regional conflict.

The ~uthor succeeded ~ll in pointing out the internal political relations
and intrigues among the respective Venda and Tsonga communiry leaders.
Insufficient attention is, however, given to diplomatic offensives to win,
for example, the suppott of the Swazi in the military campaign of Stephanus
Schoeman against the Venda in 1867-1868. More attention could also have
been given to the crucial role played by )oao Albasini as local ruler and
key political figure at the time. This criticism may, however, be unfounded
when considered against the backgtound of the work already done by OJ.O.
Fetreira and BJ. de Vaal.

An important aspect which is dealt with comprehensively is the disuniry
among the whites when the defence and maintenance of the northernmost
ftontier of the state was at stake. The reasons for the evacuation of Schoe-
mansdal were numerous and extremely complex as a result of the political
intrigues in the ZAR as a whole and Notthern Transvaal in particular.

SJ.P. Kruger, the future state president, who served as military com-
mander during the campaign of 1867, was officially cleared of all possible
blame. Yet, for many years to come he was unofficially held responsible
for the evacuation of the village. The reluctance of the citizens to perform
commando duty, as well as an apparent shotrage of ammunition in the
ZAR at the time, suggests that the young pioneering republic was conftonted
with a multitude of political ptoblems.

The author does, however, not dare to make any broad statements and
confmes himself instead to the subject of local political conflict -in itself a
praiseworthy apptoach. Etrors of other researchers are indicated and subjec-
ted to criticism based on existing primary sources. As a whole the work
is sound and a good contribution to the history of the Soutpansberg district
in the 19th century.

JOHANN WN. TEMPELHOFF
University of the North

B. LE CORDEUR (ed,). The journal of Charles Lennox Stretch. Maskew Miller
Longman: Cape Town/Rhodes University: Grahamstown, 1988. 214 pp. Price
unknown.
ISBN 0636011364.

This book is the eighth in the Grahamstown series published by Rhodes
University. This panicular volume tells of the experiences of Stretch during
the 1835 frontier war against the Xhosa. Most of the text of Stretch's journal
was recorded in the field and the campaign in the Amathole Mountains
(where he served as a captain in the 2nd Battalion of Provisional Colonial
Infantty of Khoi) is seen through his eyes. Stretch was also involved in the
negotiations with the Xhosa chiefs Maqoma and Tyhali.

In his text Stretch does not corne across as the stereotype colonial official,
nor does he take the pan of the English settlers and Mrikaner Boers. He
is critical of colonial policy towards the Xhosa, the behaviour of the regular
army officers during the campaign as well as the actions of Governor
D'Urban concerning the mutilation of Hintsa's body. He blamed the
'reprisals' system as well as the land hunger of white farmers for the problems
on the Eastern Cape frontier. His disapproval of colonial actions was further
reinforced by the atrocities committed against Xhosa women and children.
Stretch's journals highlight one of the major frontier campaigns at the stan of
that long process on the frontier whereby the Xhosa people were dispossessed
of their land by white settlers and forced to enter into the labour economy.

ANDRE WESSELS (red.). Die oorlogsherin-
neringe van kommandant Jacob Petrus Neser:
Suid-Afrikaanse Akademie vir Wetenskap en
Kuns in samewerking met die Oorlogsmuseum
van die Boererepublieke: Bloemfontein, 1987.
131 pp. GeIll. R17,00 (inklusief).
ISBN 0379 4695 7.

Net soos dagboeke kan opgetekende persoon-
like herinneringe beskou word as belangrike
historiese bronne. Sulke geskrifte is nie net vir
die historikus en in besonder vir die biograaf
van waarde nie, maar met die nodige voor-
behoude, oak vir ander vakdissiplines soos
kultuurgeskiedenis, taalkunde, ens.

Die belangstelling in hierdie vorm van nie-amptelike geskiedskrywing
bet in Suid-Mrika in die moderne tyd merkbaar toegeneem. Hiervan getuig
die groeiende getal oorlogsdagboeke en herinneringsgeskrifte wat deur die
Instituut vir Geskiedenisnavorsing van die RGN gepubliseer word. Oak
ander reekse soos die Christiaan de Wet-annale bet in hierdie verband al
goeie bydraes gemaak. Die jongste (nr. 7) in laasgenoemde reeks handel
oar die wedervaringe van Japie Neser gedurende die Anglo-Boereoorlog

(1899-1902).
Indien persoonlike herinneringe, net soos dagboeke, as historiese bran

van enige waarde wil wees, is die skrywer se objektiwiteit en eerlikheid 'n
belangrike vereiste. Dit is bier waar goeie annotering en redigering noodsaak-
lik word ten einde 'n gesonde balans en geloofwaardigheid in die eind-
produk te verseker. In die geval van Neser se herinneringe bet Andre Wessels
horn as redakteur besonder goed van hierdie taak gekwyt.

Neser bet as Kaapse rebel die oorlog van begin tot einde meegemaak.
Sy wedervaringe is egter eelS etlike jare na die oorlog opgeteken en wel
deur vier verskillende persone, onafhanklik van mekaar. Wessels bet daarin
geslaag om die vier weergawes sinvol te verwerk tot een geIntegreerde venel-
ling. Dit is duidelik dat die redakteur baie moeite gedoen bet om die herin-
neringe so volledig moontlik te annoteer. Wat sy taak aansienlik moes
bemoeilik bet, was die gebrek aan datums in die teks en die feit dat Neser
se geheue horn dikwels in die steek gelaat bet, veral met die verloop van
die oorlog.

Die waarde van die publikasie kon verhoog gewees bet deur die invoeging
van een of tWee kaane wat die venellinge tot 'n groat mate kon aanvul.
Min mense ken die geografie van Noordwes-Kaapland goed genoeg om
die bewegings van die kommando's sander 'n kaan te kan volg. En waarom
die teks nie in hoofstukke ingedeel is nie, is oak nie duidelik nie. Ander
tekonkominge is die inkonsekwente gebtuik van hakies in die voetnote (kyk
o.m. p. 17) en die gebruik van Ibid. wat soms misleidend is (kyk o.m. p.
22 (voemoot 38) en p. 28 (voemoot 60) waar in beide gevalle dit onduidelik
is of na Breytenbach of Amety verwys word).

Ten spyte van bogenoemde kritiek en 'n paar 'onvermydelike' spel- en/of
drukfoute (bv. 1817 i.p.v. 1917 op p. 11) is dit 'n puik stuk werk. Die goeie
Inleiding, die paar foto's en die volledige bronnelys en register verhoog
die waarde van die geskrif as 'n naslaanbron.

Die grootste waarde, myns insiens, van die herinneringe is Neser se
persoonlike siening van gebeure en van sekere persone. Sy kritiek teen
sommige leiers, en vera! sy skerp reaksie teenoor genl. Smuts, is insiggewend.
'n Mens wonder egter hoe waar Neser se venelling is dat by, toe Smuts
aan bulle in die Noordwes-Kaap die tyding gebring bet dat die Boereleiers by
Vereeniging oorgegee bet en die Kaapse rebelle aan bulle lot oorgelaat is,
teenoor Smuts sou uitgeroep bet: jy bet ons gaan venaai' en wat daarop
gevolg bet (p. 103). Het Neser toe reeds so teenoor Smuts gevoel of bet
hy horn laat beInvloed deur die gebeure van 1914 toe sy herinneringe aan
die Anglo-Boereoorlog jare later opgeteken is?

Dit is interessant dat Kimon Neophyte in 'n konverhaal reeds etlike jare
gelede dieselfde insident as kerngedagte gebruik bet: 'He (Smuts) returned
to them saying that he had capitulated. They wept and fell on the ground
in despair and disbelief. Japie Nesser (sic) bellowed: jan Smuts, you have
betrayed us, 'But whatJapie did not know was that ...Smuts sacrificed his
people's independence for a greater unity with the collective entity of
humanity, which the Greeks called Kosmos.'

L. CHANGUION
Universiteit van die Noorde
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