
CHAPTERTHREE

EMPiRICAL RESEARCH DESIGN

3，1INTRODUCTlON

in ChapterOnethe probiemthatwasthefocusofthestudy，name時to gain a deeper

understanding of theIearning ChaHenges faced by Biack orphaned glr－iearners at

SecondarySchooiLevelwhohead househoIdslntheXhariep D－Strict washig帥ghted．

Chapter Two eIucidated the concepts centrai to the study，nameiy ch一一d－headed

househoidsandthelearmngchallengesiearnersinthesehousehoidscouidbefacedwith

ThIS Chapter ou帥nes the research methodoiogy wh～Ch was empioyed to coiiect data

regarding thelea…ng ChaHenges of giriiearners heading househoIdsin the Xhariep

DiStr～Ct・ThefoIiowingaSPeCtSareaddressedinthechapter：

・Theresearchparadigm

・Almandobjectivesofthestudy

・Researchdesign

●　Researchstrategy

・　MethodsofdatacoiiectlOn

●　Researchpa面cipants

・　Trustworthiness

●　DataanaiysiS

．　Ethicaiissues
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Beforeiconductedmyresearch，用adtoseiectasuitabieresearchparadIgmthatwouId

guidetheexecutionoftheresearchandenab－emetounderstandthe－earningCha‖enges

offemaIeheadsofhousehoids

3．2　RESEARCH PARADiGM

itisimportanttotakeintoconsiderationd膚erentresearchdesignSWhenoneistoconduct

aresearCh・旧sthroughaparadigmaticperspectivethatanappropriatedesigncanbe

Chosen（Maree＆VanderWesthuiZen，2007：33）・Aparadigmc加fiesthebeiief。rVai．es

thatguideone’s research Aparadigmisdefinedasaframeworkforobservationand

…derstandingaresearchprobiem（Babbie＆Mouton，2002．645）．

MareeandVanderWesthuIZen（2007‥31）andHesser－BiberandLeavy（200612）ou冊e

threes一gnificantiensesthatcan guideone、s processofinquiryiname，yont0－0giCal

assumptions（natureofrea軌epistemoiogicaiassumptions（theoryofknoVjiedge）and

methodClogicaIconsiderations（PrOCeSSOfresearch）Creswe町ivankovaandPian。CIark

（2007：27）fu軸eraddrhet0月CUanguageofresearch）andaxioiogy（ro－eofvaIues）tothe

fundamentais of research・Maree and Van der Westhuizen（2007：32）taik ofthe

aSSumPtion about human nature　旧s beHeved that some researchers adopt the

determ面smcontinuum（humansrespondmechan～Ca，IytotheirenvLrOnmentLsomeadopt

thevohmtarismcontinuum（humans～nitiatetheirownactiOnS）andsomeare」uStin－

between the two extremes・A‖these assumptions（OntOiogy，ePiStem0logy and

methodoiogy）areimportantastheyformfoundationsfortheinquiry・in thefoHowing

SeCtion旧efiydTscussdrHerentresearchparadigmsandtheirunde時ngassumptionsthat

IexpioredInOrdertoseIectasukab－eresearchparadigmformystudy

This～SOfteniinkedwkhquantitatiVeaPPrOaChesandresearchers，knowiedgec－aimsthat

arebasedondeterm而tioninarrOWlngandfocus－ngOnSe－ectedvariab－es・Thepositivistic

PerspectNeisaisobasedontest）ngtheoriesthatarecontinu訓yrefined（Creswe‖eta／，

2007‥22）・ThekeyassumptionsandbeHefsofthepositiv，Sticapproacharethatsocia1
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mceshouIdfoIiownaturaIscienCeSandtheyemphasizethattheresearchshouIdbe

而itatlVeJnnature（Babbie＆Mouton・2002：645）・Pos－tivistsiOntOlogica同mensionsees

油rea庸yasstableandtheuniverseasgovernedbyiawsiLastiy，POSitiviStSargue

thehumannatureiSdeterm－ned，meaningthathumansrespondmechanicanytotheir

ironment（Maree＆VanderWesthuizen，2007・33）．

2　Post－POSitivism

JWenhuis（2007b：65）sees post－POSitivism asa researchtraditionthatlS between

tivism and constructiviSm Post－POSit，Vism be‖evesthatai用ow～edgeisfa用b，e，

）ughnotequaiiyfa‖ibie・TheassumptionofthisparadigmiSthatrea冊yexists，butmay

beunderstoodiaSitismumpJe）SubjectlVeandconstructedbyindividuais．post＿

tivismreIateswithbothquaiitativeandquantitativemethods，andbelievesthathumans

OndbothmechanICaiiytoand面tiatethe一rOWnaCtionsintheenv～rOnment（Maree＆

derWesthuizen，2007：33）．

〉Socioconstructivismlinterpretjvism

SOCioconstructiviSt／interPretivis自deo一〇gybasesitsassumptionsonthe而erpretation

而eractions and the sociai meaningSthatareassignedbypeopJe（NieiseninHess．。ト

＆Leavy）2006‥13）・Theaimof而erpretivistiCreSearChisto，nterPretandunderstand

lbehaviourmorethanexpIainingandpredICtingit（Babbie＆Mouton，2002：643）The

COnStruCtivis用nterpretiviSticperspectiVeiSguidedbymu岬eparticipantmeamngS

etaら2007：22）・ThisiStheparadigmtha自smost－yassociatedwithquaiitative

arCh，andthebeuefthatreaIity～SCOnStruCtedbypersonsthemseivesAccordingtothiS

digmknowledgeismoresubjectiveandhumansinitiatetheirownactions（Maree＆

derWesthulZen言200734）．

Advocacyparticipatoryparadigm／Critica冊eory

aitheorylSgUidedbytheiivedexperiencesandsocia凪ationSOfparticipants，aS帥S

的m assumesthatpeopie can des～gn theirown worlds，and aimS at ponticai

lCipation（Henningeta／っ2005：23）24）Critica冊eorypromotescriticaiconsciousness
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andknowledgedependsonpahicipantsthemseIvesascoIbborators（Creswe町2003：24）

Withtheaimofmainta両gandcircuiating existingpowerrebtionships（Henningeta／．，

2007：23）．

3．2，5　Pragmatism

The pragmatic paradigmis often associated with mixed methods research whichis

PrObiem－Centred WhatisimpoHantforthepragmatiCreSearCheristhepract－Ceitseif（What

WOrks）（Cresweileta／，2007’23）DataiSC0日ectedbyusingnumbersandwordstoaddress

theresearchprobiem（Henningeta／当2005：23）．

ForthLSStudy・ichosetheinterpretivisticparadigmbecause，fromtheontoIogiCaipointof

Viewibeiievedinconstructingmu岬ereaiitiestounderstandtheresearchprobiem For

thereaiitiestobediscovereditwasimportanttobuildarekationshipbetweenmyselfand

What～SreSearChed（Creswelieta仁2007：24）・Thereforeinthisstudyiinteractedwith

d肺erentg一rIiearnersfromch帖headedhouseh01dswhoeachbroughttheirownrea亜yto

theresearch・interpretivists beHevethatreaiityiSSOCia，一yconstructed and，bypiac一ng

PeOPle・lnthe廿SOCiaicontext言ncreasestheopportunityofunderstand～ngPerCePtiOnSOf

their OWn aCtiv由es活thelr OWniife worid（Nieuwenhuis，2007b：59）Through the

interPretivist－CPerSPeCtiVe，iwasabletofocusontheexper～enCeSOfg一riiearnersfrom

ChikLheadedhousehoidsbyi～SteningtotheIrPerSPeCt，VeS Thisperspectiveassistedme

togaininsightInthewaythepartlC，PantSmakesenseoftheirda時iIVeSandtheJearning

Chailengestheyexperience．

3，3AiMANDOBJECTlVESOFTHERESEARCH

Thecentraiaimofthisstudywastogainadeeperunderstandingoftheiea…ngChaiienges

expenenCedbytheBiackgir‖earnersatSecondarySchoo－Leve～whoheadhouseholdsin

theXhariepDistrict．

TheaimWaSOPerattOna庵edthroughthef0110wingObjectiVeS．

45

∴
告
上
汁
旺
組
虹
監



・DeterminIngthelearningChaiiengesthatcould beexperlenCedingenera－by－earners

Whohead househoIds，bymeansofiiteraturereview；

・Gauging the perceptions of Biack glrls at Secondary Sch00i Level who head

househoidsintheXharlePDistrictregardhgtheIeam～ngC剛engestheyexper～enCe，

bymeansofquaiitativeempiriCairesearch，and

・Formuiat～ngSuggeStionstosuppo巾BIackg両IearnersatSecondarySchoo圧eveiwho

headhousehoidsintheXhariepDistrictwithregardtotheJearnIngCha嶋ngesthatthey

experience．

旧thefoiiow－ngSeCtion，leiaborateontheemplrICaIresearchdesignused・Theemp旧Ca－

researchdesigncomprisedtwophasesinameIyaiiteraturerevieWandempiriCa廿esearch．

3．4　EMPiRICAL RESEARCH

3．4．1Literaturestudy

Primary and secondaryiiterature SOurCeS Played animPOrtant rO～ein eiucldating the

COnCePtua口rameworkofthestudy・TheUniVerSityofthe FreeStateandtheNorth－West

Universityiibrariesi aS Welias publiC Hbraries were consulted to obtain theiiterature

SOUrCeS・Thedatabasesusedforthei～teratureSearChwereEBSCOHOST，SABiNETand

Diaiogue Thefoiiow－ngkeywordsandphraseswereusedfortheiiteraturesearch：CMd－

headedhouseho／dS／生もm〃ies，fema／eheadsofch〟cLheadedhoUseho／ds，OrPhanhCC（lch〟d

deve／opment needs互J研ment，facto′Sin勅enc／ng SuCCeSSれI／／eam／ng and／eamIng

Cha〃enges・Theiiteraturesearchenabledmetocleterm一neiearningChaHengeslngenerai

thatguidedthese航gofmyinterviewprotocClaswe，iasthedeductiveana－ysiSOfthe

mtervieWdata．

3〃4°2Researchdesign

A research design refers to the way，n Wh～Ch datais gathered to answerthe research

question（Hesser－Biber＆Leavy，2006：18）AresearchdeslgniSaiiaboutmakingdecisiOnS
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OntheactionSthatwiilbetakentocoIiectandprocessthedata（HennIngetaら2004‥36）

TheselectionofaresearchdesigndependsontheaImSandobjectivesofthestudy

togetherwiththenatureofthephenomenontobestudied（Babbie＆Mouton，2002：XX、／）．

Abriefd～SCuSSionthatdistinguishesdifferentresearchdesignsfromoneanotherwiIif0－iow，

tohIghiightthedecision一makingPrOCeSSWhichifoi，OwedtodetermineaSuItabieresearch

design・

3，4，2．1Quantjtativeresearch

WhenusingaqUantitatlVereSearChdesigniareSearCher・sknowiedgecbJmisbasedon

POSitlV－Sm（NieuwenhuIS・2007b：51）Aquant・tat－VeStudyisusuaiiycontroIはdand。n。。f

thefocusesisonhowvariabiesarereiatedandtowhatextenttheyarere胤ed（Henninget

a／・2005：3）・MareeandPietersen（2007・145）defjnequant軸veresearchasasystematic

andobJeCtiveprocessthatusesnumeriCa同atatogeneralizefindings．CresweIieta／．

（2007：255）両catethatquantitat，VereSearChisinterestedincauseande什ect，両esting

theories・anditsdata～Sgatheredbyqua粧ative…eaSureS・Therearetwod盾erentresearch

designs nameiy experimentaiand non－eXPerimentair that pIaya…mPOHant roIeIn a

quantitative research・D桁erentdataiS・through nominai，Ordinai言nterva－s and ratIOS，

measuredd肝erently（Maree＆Pietersen，2007．148）．

Thequan航ativedesignwasnotsuitabieformystudybecausethefocusofthisstudywas

nottoinvestigatehowvarlabiesarereiatedibutto…derstandaphenomenon川ame－ythe

iearningChaIlengesexperiencedbyB－ackgir帰arnersasheadsoffamiries．Thisresearch

Studydld notdependonnumericaidatatogeneraiizefindings，butdependedmoreon

reCOrdeddataofinterviewsandontherea冊esltuationsofthepa巾cipants（Merrlami

2009：24）．

3．4．2．2　Mixed method

WhenusIngthJSreSearChdesignithefocusISCentredaroundsoiv－ngaprob－emand both

quantitativeandquaiitativeresearchapproachesareusedwithhthesamestudy（Cres、Nel1
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壇

eta／，2007”26）・AsltWaSnOtmyaImtOSOIveaprobiem，buttounderstandaproblem，

証Xedmethodresearchwasnotsultabie．

Aga～nSt the background of aninterpretivIStic research paradigm，quaiitative research

thereforeappearedthemostappropriateformystudy

3．4．2．3　Quaiitatjveresearch

Creswell（200318）indicates thatin a quaiitative approach，the researcher makes

knowledge ciaims that are primariiy based on e－thera constructiv～St PerSPeCtive oran

advocacyiPa蘭cipatoryperspect～Ve・Thereare d冊erent approachesthatare app一一edin

quaiitatlVereSearCh，SuChasopen－endedquestlOnS言ntervieWS，Observations，documents，

audiOVISua日extandimageanaiysis（CresweiJ，2003：17）Qua冊atiVereSearChaimsatin－

depthinqulry，and the studyis conducted Ln a Sett－ng WhichlS bound bythetheme of

Inquiry（Henningeta／．，2005．3）．

Iadopted a quaiitative des一gn for this study because my aim was to seek deeper

Understanding Oftheresearch pahicipants’experiencesofthephenomenonin question

（Hennmg eta／・，2005：18）・The aim ofa quaiitative studyis to reveaithe nature ofthe

multiple meaningS Or PerSPeCtives of particIPantS tO gaininS一ghtinto the nature of the

Phenomenon（Leedy＆Ormrod，2001：147＆148）．This study foiiowed aninteraCtive

qualitative research design，aS the face－tO－facetechnique of gathering而ormation from

ParticIPantSWaSuSed（McMilian＆Schumacher，200626－27）．Aqua圧tativedesignwas

SuitabieforstudyingtheperceptionsofBiackgiriiearnersas headsofhousehoids，aSit

enabIedmetogaininsight血o thesociaiandcuituraIcontextofthegirliearnersasweiIas

the～「behaviouraIpatterns（N－euWenhuis，2007b：51）．

Creswe町2003182－183）out帖esthefoiiowingcharacteristicsofqua岨ativeresearch，Which

SuPPOrtedmychoiceforuslngqUaiItativeresearchlnthisstudy．

．QualitatiVereSearChisf…damentaiiy而erpret～Ve・Fromtherecordeddata，Iwasable

tointerPretWhatwassaidforthepurposeoftheoryformuiatIOnandve南catiOn．
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。Qualitative research views soc）ai phenomena ho塵誼caliy；henceitis broad and

PanOramic・Theinterviewquestions assisted metointeractwith part，C～PantS aboutaH

aspectsoftheirdaiiyiife（LeedyiErtmer＆Newby，1997：106）．

・Qua冊atlVereSearChusesinductivereason～ng・lletthewordsofthepa宙cipantsspeak

forthemseiveswithoutreadingothermeanlngS而oit

3．4‘3　Researchstrategy

A researCh strategyiS the process that wilibe foliowed when conducting the research

（Babbie＆Mouton，2002：74）・Babbie and Mouton（200274）indicate that a research

strategy－SaPIanintendedtobefoiiowed bytheresearcher・itcan beeitherempir－Caior

non－emP…CaL Non－emPmCai research focuses on p回osophicai anaiysIS，COnCePtuaI

anaiysis，theory bu佃ng andliterature reviews（Babbie＆Mouton，2002．74）．Empiricai

research focuses on surveys，eXPeriments，CaSe StudleS，PrOgramme eValuation，

ethnograph～Candphenomenologicaistudies（Babbie＆Mouton．200274）．

Accordingto Nieuwenhuis（2007C●76），quaiitativeresearchcan makeuseofthef0日owing

StrategieS：

・Ethnograph～C StUdies consistofqua亜ative research a～med at understanding d甫erent’

cuituresandsocieties（Babbie＆Mouton，2002：642）．Theresearcherestabiisheshiddeh

InformatlOnthatcandistinguish cu剛res．Theresearcherspends mostofthetimewith

thecommunitytOObserveandconductinteniews〈N～euWenhulS，2007C：76）．

・Case studieS are Seen aS enablinglntenSiveinvestigat一〇n Ofindividuais，famiiies，

COmmunities，eVentS，OrganizationsandinStltut～OnS．Nieuwenhuis（2007C：74）definesa

CaSeStudyasasystematicemp周Caiinquirythatinvestigatesaphenomenonir‖tsreai－

iife context

・Life history researchlS anin－depth account of one person’slifein her own words

（Babbie＆Mouton，2002：283）・
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．Gro…ded theory aims at developing a theory whichis groundedin a set of

systematicaiiygatheredandanalyseddata岬euwenhuis，2007C．76）

・Phenomenoiog～CaJstudieSaimatfindingOutthemeaningOfexperiencesthatpeopie

have m theiriives・Researchers use phenomenClogICai studies to understand

PerSPeCtives and views of partICipants’sociai rea冊es（Leedy et a／．，1997：161）．

Phenomenoiogy was suitable for this study becausei waslntereStedin theiived

experiencesofgirIiearnersfromchild－headedhousehoids（Merriam，2009・24）．

PhenOmen0logica‖nterviewswerethereforeapr－marymethodofdatac011ection（Merriam，

2009：25）・Theexperiencesofd肝erentIeamerswerebracketed，anaIysedandcomparedto

identifytheessenceofiearningChaiiengesfacedbygirllearnersasheadsofhousehoids．

Thephenomenoiog～Caiapproachaisoilnksweiiwiththeinterpretivisticresearchparadigm

Wh－Ch aims tointerpret and understand human behav～Our（Cf323）．itlS through a

PhenomenoiogiCalapproachthataffective，emOtiOnalandintensehumanexpenenCeSCan

bestudiedandunderstood（Merriam，2009”26）．

3▲4．4　Methods ofdata cotIection

Datacoliectioninvoivessettlng boundariesforthestudyand usingd肝erentinStrUmentStO

COllect活formation（Petre＆Rugg，2007：2）．而a qua亜ative study，the researcheriS the

Pr1maryinStrumentforgatheringandanaiysLngdata，and～t－SthereforeimpoHantto avoid

biasInfluencingtheinvestigation（Merrlam，2009：15）

Datacoiiectioninstrumentsinquaiitativeresearchcanbeunstructuredorsemi－StruCtured，

forexampleiObservat10nStudies，interviewsiViSuaImethodClog－eSanddocumentanaiys－S

（CreswelL2003．185）．Inthecontextofthestudy，ichosetouseinterviewstocoiiectdata

fromtheIearnerpartlCIPantS．
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3．4－4．11nteMews

interViews can be conducted teiephonically言n focus groups or face－tO－face〈Creswe町

2003：188）andcanbedefinedasa tw0－WayCOmmunicationinwhichtheresearcherasks

pahicipantsquestionssoastocoiiectthedatarequired（Nieuwenhuis，2007C：87）・

Ichoseto useinterviews asibelieved thattheywouid give a true accountoftheactuai

opinionsandfeeiingsexperiencedbythepa砧cipants〈HennIngeta／，2005：53）・Aperson－

to－PerSOninterviewwasspec嗣caiiychosensoastoobtainfirsthand而Ormationandaiso

bearinglnmindthesensitivityOfthequestionstobeasked（Merriam，2009：89）．

Merriam（2009’89－93）distinguishesbetweenstructured，unStruCtured，Semi－StruCturedand

focusgroupinterviews．InstructuredinterviewsthewordingandordenngOfquestionsare

predeter…ned as－n SUrVey reSearCh and usuaily used to obtain biographicinfo「mation

fromparticipants（Merriam，2009：89）Anunstructured（nterVieWisnormanyinforma‖tuses

opemended questions andis used to ask relevant questlOnS When thereisl～mited

mformation ava帖bie about a phenomenon（Merriami2009：89，90）．Sem主structured

冊erviews are more fiexibly worded and make use of both ciosed and open－ended

questions，aithoughspecificinformationisdesired・Themainpartoftheinten／ewisguLded

byquestions which aIiowthe partlCipantsto expiain theirthoughts and opmions・Sem主

structuredone－On一〇neinterViewsareusedtogainadetailed pICtureOfpa南cipants’be‖efs

Or PerCePtions on a partlCular topic〈Gree苗，2005：292－297）・Focus groupintervieWS

concentrate on coilecting data from a group of partJCipants who have knowiedge on a

SPeC甫ctopic（Merriam，2009：93）ididnotch00Sefocusgroupinterviewsforthestudy，aS

theissueofch周一headedhouseholdscouldbeasensitivetopiCiandparticipantsmightnot

want to disciose to others the personai and sensitiveiSSueS related to their home

Circumstances．

ByusLngSem主structuredone－On一〇neintervleWSiwasabletoexpioreandunderstandthe

iearning chauengesfaced bythe Biackg回目eamers heading househoids much better，aS

thistypeo自nte所ewaiiowedmetoprobeformoredeta帖nthepa由cipants’answersand

toaskciarlfiCation questions（Nieuwenhuis，2007C’87）・iacknowledgethefactthatthe
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USe Ofintervie－NS has some disadvantages According to creswe～，（2003・186）言he

presenceoftheresearchermaybiasresponsesandthe而ormationis航eredbecausei自s

notthedirectsituationdumgtheinterV－eWPrOCeSS・Toco…teraCtth－S，。apeTeCOrdedaJi

theinterviewstocapturetheexactwordsoftheparticipants旧Ordertomakeaccurate

而erpretations and to avoid my owninterest and bias輔uencing myinterpretation

（NieuWenhuis，2007a－114）

AsthesemLStruCturedinterviewaIiowsamoreflexibIeapproachto而e高ewing，用adto

beattentivetotheresponsesofmypahicipantsinOrdertodetermlneneWfocuspointsof

inquiry，and to be carefuinotto deviatefrom thefocus oftheinquiry（N，euWenhuis，

2007C87）．

Settingtheinterviewprotocoi

A冊oughthe而eniewsthatwereusedmthecontextofthestudyweresem主structuredm

nature，andaliowedforfiexibility‖requiredspec甫cdatafromallthepahicipants（Merriam，

2009・89）・Thereforeipreparedquestionstobeaskedinadvancetoguidetheinterview

PrOCeSS（Merrlam，2009：102）．

ThedeslgnOftheinterviewprotocoiwasguidedbythefoiiowingCriteriaas刷catedby

Merriam（2009：96），Whosuggeststheuseofsixtypesofquestionsinaninterviewprotoco上

nameiyexperienceandbehaviourquest一〇nSinrebtiontocehainactiv～ties，OPinion and

VaIuequestions）feeiingqueSt一〇nStOunderstandemotions，know－edgequeslionstoelicit

knowiedgeaboutasituatK）∩）SenSOryqueStionstoeiic－tmOre而OrmatIOnaboutwhatwas

Seen Orheard and b一〇graPhic questionsin the contextofmy research，Iu輔zed the

f01lowingqueStions．

．ExperienceandbehaviourquestionsinrelationtocertainactivitIeS

0　0pinionandvaluequestions

・FeeIingquestionsthatfocusontheemotionsoftheparticipants
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。Biographicquestions

Idid not utiiize sensoryqueStions，aSiwasfocused on the－lVed experience ofthe

PahiciPantSandthe～rOPlniOnSandfee冊gsaboutbeingheadsofhousehoids．itwasaiso

notimportant to test the pahicipantsiknowledge about certainissues言herefore no

know（edgequest一〇nSWere活ciudedintheinterviewprotoco上

PiIot血erviewswithtwogirilearnerswhowerenotpartoftheactua－studyassiStedmein

PraCticingmyinterviewingS畑sandidentifyingquestionsthatneededtoberephrasedto

avoidtheirbeingconfusingormisunderstood，uSeiessortobesuppiemented（Merriam，

2009．95）．

Duringtheactua同terviewsitheuseoffamilrarianguagewastakenintoconsideration．

SomeparticipantspreferredSesothoasitwastheirHomeLanguagewhereassomewere

morecomfortabietodotheinterview旧Engiish・Dur－ng theinterviews，lmade useof

PrObestofoiiowupontheanswersoftheparticiPantS．

NieuwenhuLS（2007C89）ou冊es three d肝erent probing strategieS．aS detai1－0riented

PrObes（understanding the whoiWhere and、Nhat of participants），ebboration probes

（gettingthefuilpictureofcertainanswersg－Ven）andcia面cationprobes（Checkingth。

accuracyofunderstandingwhatis said）・A旧hreeofthesestrategleSWere uSedinthis

Pahicuiarresearchstudy．

As a novice researcher who has佃ited experience w－th conducting而erviews，I

acquainted myseIfwiththesk用S～nVOivedininterView～ngaSdescribed而thefoilowIng

SeCtlOnS．

3・4．4－2　ccnductingtheinterview

Themos白mportantthingistoidentifywhowiHbeinterv－eWedandtorecrultthepa面cipants

、Nhowiiitakepartlntheinterviews（Merriam，2009ilO5）・活thecontextofthisstudy，i

dependedonLifeOrientat一〇nteaChersatthevarioussch〇〇一swhotookpartinthestudy言O

identifytheg刷earnersinthe～rSChooiswhowereIeftorphaned andwereact～ngaSheads
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Ofhousehoids・iaddressedthegirisatlheirrespectivesch00－soneaftern00naftersch00i

inordertoexpiainthepurposeofmyresearchandtoobtaintheirassenttotakepa面nthe

Study・UItimateiy・tenOfthe－den据edg両sagreedtotakepahinthestudy，afterwhIChi

obtainedthe廿Wr皿enconsent．

Beginnjngtheinterview

Before theInterViewstarted言he participants were gIVen a chanceto write down their

biographicaiinformatiomnOrderformetoobtainapictureoftheirhomecircumstancesi

addressed each pa由cipantattheonsetoftheinterviewtoclarifymy血entiOnSandto

assurethemofconfldentiantybyus－ngCOdesforeachoftheparticipantslais00btalned

theirpermissiontocomeforafollow－uPinterv，eWifaddItiona－datawas needed，and

indicated thattime and piace wouJd be negotiated with them before－hand（Merriam，

2009：106）．

interviewerandparticipantinteraction

iremained respectfu上no叫udgmentaiand non－threaten－ng tOWardsaiitheparticipants

throughouteachoftheinteMewsinordertobuildpositrveinteractionwiththeparticipants

Thisassisted mein obtainingthecooperatりn Ofthe pamcipantstoexpressfeeiingSi

OPinIOnandthoughtsabouttheresearchtop－Cfreeiy（Merriam，2009：107）．

ln order to guarantee successfu‖ntervieWS，iadhered to the criteriaidentified by

NieuWenhuiS（2007C：88）

・Mypart，C－PantSWereqUa圧fiedintermsoftheresearchprob－emandwouidprovideme

Withtheinformation口equired

。IverLf～edthepa心cipantsiw旧ngnesstobe而erviewedandexp－a一nedmypurpose、Nith

theinterviewstothem・iaisoindicatedtothemthatiwouidve而ymyinterpretatlOnS

Withthembeforemakingfinalconciusions．
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4iaimedtocollectrichdataianddidan而erimanaiysisafterthefirsttw01nten／iewsto

determineifIhadtofocusonnewdimensionsduringtheinterVieWSinordertoachieVe

saturationofdata．

・iavoIdedquestionsthatieadto‘yes’’and’与70’’answers．rfpa巾cipantsdidanswerwith

yesorno，）madeuseofprobingt00btainadditiona出formation．

・Iavoidedaskingieadingquestionsthatwouldguidethepa巾cipantstotheanswersthat

iwaslookingfor，

・AvarietyofquestionswereinciudedintheintervieWPr。tOC。i（CfAppendixC）．

・itried to remain a good圧stener who wanted to understand and notJudge the

Pa南cipants．

TheintenieWSforthiSPahicuk”Studywereconducted～nthefoIiow－ngmanner：

・血erviews were conducted afterschooihours attimeS COnVenientto theiearners t。

avoiddISturbingtuitゆntime．

・intervIeWStOOkpIaceatd膚erentschooisinthethreesect一〇nSOftheXhariepDistrict

namely，Rouxv川e，TrompsburgandKo冊efontein（Cf3．4．5）．

・TenpurposefL川yseiectedpahicipantswere而erviewed高dividua日yforaperiodof40－

50minuteSeaCh（Cf3．4．5）．

．SomepartiCipantswereinterviewedinthelrmOthertongue，Sesotho，Whiieotherswere

interviewedinEngI～Sh，aStheypreferredthis・AIIinterVieWSWeretaPeTeCOrdedwiththe

Permissionofthepahicipants．

・FieldnoteswereimportantaStheyassistedmeduringtheanaiysISandinterpretationof

dataltookfieid notesduringtheinterv－eWSeSSionsthatreiatedtotheparticipant，s

reactjons and a輔udesdurlngthe血erviews・immediateiyaftereach而erview言sat

downandwrotedownmympressionsofwhatlheard，SaW，eXPeriencedandthought
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about theinterView（Gree阜2005・298）・The field notes contained my emotions，

preconceptIOnS，eXPeClatlOnSandprejudiCeS（Greeff，2005299）thatcouidbeusedin

thedeveiopmentofmyfina‖nterpretations．

。而ervieWSWeretranSCribedandtakenbacktoparticLPantSforVerification．

ThemeSaddressedintheinterviewprotocoI

The mainissue thatiwanted to tackJein theinterView was to find out whatiearnmg

chaiiengesthepahicipantsexperienceduetothelrCi「cumstancesasheadsofhousehoids．

同ad to think about broad themes to cover during the mterView（GreeH，2005296）．i

decidedonthefoiiowlngmalnthemesthatemanatedfromtheIiteraturereview

l．Basicneeds（Cf2・2；25・1－2・5・4）

2．Factorsimpactingonschooiperformance（Cf2．6）

3　Attention（Cf2．4．7，2．6・6）

4．PerceptlOnSaboutlearning（Cf2・6）

5　Lackoff00d／Malnutrition（Cf2．4．10；2．6．11）

6．Responsibiiities（Cf2・4・8）

7．AcademlCgOals（Cf26．272．6．3）

8　SocialrelationshiPS（Cf2．6．8）

9　Copingstrategies（Cf2．41）

10．Generaifeeiings（Cf2．5．3，2．6．7）

NotoneofthethemesspecificallyaddressedleamingChailenges，aSiwantedlnductiveiy，

Without pointmg POSSibLeiearning Challenges outto the partic～PantS，deduce from the汀

answerswhattheiearningChallengesthattheyexperiencecouidbe．ithusrefrainedfrom
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exp庸t申ndicatinglSSueSaSIea…ngChaiienges，aSididnotwanttoIeadpartICipantsto

aTISWerS．lnstead，i wanted the general discussion of the而ervieW tO aSSISt mein

identifying theiearning ChaIienges thal couid be derived from the responses of the

pahi叩antS・

3．4．4．3　Theresearcher’sroieinquaiitatjveresearch

According to GIigun（2006：440），PerSOnai experience and assumptions are part of a

researcherwhichcannotbesetas－dewhenconductingreSearCh This，however，doesnot

mean that the researcher wi旧mpose her personaiexperiences on partICipants and／0r

fmdings，butitis necessaryforthe researcher to state her assumpt，OnS regard～ng the

Phenomenonunderinvestigation，aSthesecouldinfiuencethewayInWhichsheinterprets

the data〈Gllgun，2006：440）　Based on my knowiedge about the topic ch潤一headed

househo（dsIexpected the particIPantStOindicatethattheydo have problems reiated to

finances，POVerty，hea剛andstressandthattheyareoverburdenedbyactingoutparental

r0leswhichuitimatelyaffecttheirstudiesandacademicperformance．

Creswe＝（2009：117）indiCateS that researchers shouid aisoidentifythelr blaSeS，Values，

PerSOnaibackground，genderihlStOry，Cuitureandsocio－eCOnOm～CStatuSthatmayshape

theirinterpretatlOnS，ieadingtocompromiseduringthecoiiectionofdata．

BeingaBIackfemaiefromamiddiecはsssocl〇一eCOnOmicbackground，iknewthecuiturai

burden attached to the roie of femaies，but had very剛e knowledge and experience

regardingthepiightoflearnersfromchiTd－headedhousehoids．ithereforehadtobevery

SenSltivetowardsthesltuationsandexperiencesoftheiearnerswhot00kpartInthestudy．

lamemployedasaSeniorEclucatiOnSpeciaListin LifeOrientationlntheXhariepdistrict，

and due to the contacts thatI haVe W冊sch00is，lbecame aware of the chaiienges

experienced by theieamers who head househoidsin the district．However，i had no

PerSOnalcontactwithanyoftheresearch participantsthatcouid haveieadtocompromiSe

indlSClosinginformation．Mypos油On as SeniOrEducation Specialistcouid haveposeda

threattotheiearnersintermsofauthority，butitrledtomaintaintheinterviewsessionsas
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informaIasposslbiewithouttakingonanauthoritativeroIe・TheLifeOrientatiOnteachers

証herespectivescho0lsactedasgatekeeperstointroducemetothepa南cIPantSatthe

research siteS・Furthermore，l obtained permission to conduct research from the

DepartmentofEducation，SCho〇回nc圃SandiearnerpahicIPantS（CfAppendixA，B）．

3－4▲5Researchparticipants

Anon－PrObabiiitysampmgprocessisnorm訓yusedInquaiitativeresearch（Nieuwenhuis，

2007C：79）Nieuwenhuis（2007C‥79）佃cates that purposive sam函ng m申ies that

PahicipantsareseIected becauseofsomedefiningcharacteristicthalmakesthemthe

hoIdersofthedataneededforthestudy Throughpurposivesampiingtheresearcher

WantStOObtaintherichestpossibiesourceofinformation（N－eUWenhuis，2007C．79）．

iselectedoneofthenon－PrObab冊ysamp一一ngStrategieSforthepurposeofdatac01rectJOn，

nameiycr，terionsampling（Nieuwenhuis，2007C・79）・Criterionsampiingi申iesthatthe

researcherdecidestostudytypiCaはharacteristicsofpahicIPantSSuChasage，Placeof

residence，gender・CIassorprofession・andtheresearcherselectsthepahicIPantSWhofit

thecriteria untjIdatasaturatiOnOCCurS（Nieuwenhuisi2007C‥80－81）inthisstudy，J

Seiectedpa砧cipantsaccordingtothefc用owingCriteria：

・Partic，PantShadtoresidemtheXhariepDistrict

●　Theyhadtobeheadsofhouseh01ds．

・Theyhadtobesecondaryschooiiearnersbetween12and17yearsofage言husin

Grades7t09

・TheyhadtobeBはckSouthAfriCangirls

Iobtainedthestat～SticsofIearnerswhowereorphanSduetothedeathofbothparentsper

SCho01d…ng2008fromtheFreeStateDepa巾mentofEducationlapproachedalIthe

SCh00Isforwhich Largenumbersoforphanswerelndicatedtodeterminewhetherthey

WOuJdbepreparedtotakepartintheresearch・Nota－iofthesch〇〇一swerewi川ngtotake
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Partandfina‖y同reesectionsoftheXhariepDistrictwereInC，uded冊eresearch（Cf

AppendixF）iname中RouxviIie・TrompsburgandKoftiefonte一∩・W酔ItheassistanceofLife

時　Orientationteachers，aIistofa冊eorphansa川esecondaryschoois両hesethree

SeCtbnswerecompiledfromthe”stoforphans ThereaHer，On－yg画一earnerswhohead

househordswereselectedforthepurposeoftheresearch・Duetothesensitivityofthe

researChtopiC，Oniyw間ngIearnerswereinCiuded両hesamp′e・Uitimate申hegroupof

Pahicipantscomprisedlenw帥ngg帖earnersfromthefo，lowingSChoois・Beangtse

moiemo・BoaramelOiAibeHina Sis叫ipetleng，Re－kaeletse and SamuelJohnson

AccordingtoLeedyandOrmrod（2005・139）・atyPicaisampbsizeforaphenomenoiogicai

StudyISfrom5to25pahlCipants・Thenumberofpahicipantsinmystudy（∩＝10）言hus

COmPnedwiththeaforementionedguideIine As，obtaineddatasaturation（Nieuwenhuis，

2007C：80）withthetenpaRicipants言didnotidentlfyadditiona巾ahicipants

QuaIitativeresearchersrefertoresearchtha自scredibieandtrustwo柚y（Njeuwenhuuis，

2007C：80）・Babbieand Mouton（2002‥276）indiCatethattrustwo皿nessofres。ar。h～S

basedupontheneutra腔yofitsfindmgSanddecislCnS

ladheredtothef0日OwingCriteriainordertosecurethetrustwo皿nessofmyresearch．

3°4，6▲1Crystaiiization

Crysta用zationacknowbdgesthathumanbeingsaregrowlng・thereforebehaviourmight

aisochangeanditaisoacknowiedgesthatmuitipierea冊esaresubJeCtiveandarementai～y

COnStruCtedbyIndiViduais（NieuWenhuis，2007b‥65）・AstheaimofthiSStudywastogaina

deeperunderstand～ngOftheIea…ngChai－engesfacedbyB～ackgiriiearnersatsecondary

SchooiLeveiwho head househoidsintheXhariep言nterview－ng dHerentpahicipants

enabiedmetogetapictureofthemuitiPierea冊esthatshapedtheiriives．iwasaLsoable

togalnrichandd桁erentinsightsfromvariousparticIPantSWhodescrlbedtheir旧dividuai

PerspecttvesthatrevealedtheunIqueneSSOftheiea…ngCha‖engesfacedspec甫cai－yby

gir‖earnersfromchiid－headedhousehoids．
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The刷entia同orkofLincolnandGuba（1985：290－331）蘭catesthattrustwo柚nessIn

qua圃Ve reSearCh can be achieved by adhering to cred剛y・dependabnky，

COnformab冊yandtransferabiiity・Howidea－tw冊eachoftheaspectsinmystudy言s

expIainedbeiow．

3．4，6°2　Credib冊y

Cred剛tyreferstothecongruencyofresearchf，ndingswithreality（Merriam，2009‥213）‖

adheredtothefo‖OwingproceduressuggestedbyLincohandGuba（1985・301－316）in

Ordertoenhancethecredibiiityofmyresearch．

・iremaJnedinthefieiduntiidatasaturatiOnOCCurred．

・圧ecordedtheresponsesofmypa南cipantstoensurereferentia－adequacy・

・isharedmyunderstandingoftheresponsesoftheparticiPantSWithacoiIeagueoutside

thecontextofthestudywhohadageneralunderstandingofthenatureofthestudyto

ensurethatmyinterpretationswerereasonabb．

・imade use of member checks by go－ng back to the pahiclPantS tO Verify my

interpretationsasbeingcorrectandatrueaccountofwhattheysaid．

3、4・6▲3　DependabiJity

旧simportantfortheresearchertoprovideevidencethatfind－ngSWOuIdbesimiLar旧he

reSearCh wasto be repeatedwith thesame subjectsin thesamecontext（Babbie＆

Mouton，2002：278）・iadheredtothef。ii。Wing processaccordingtoLInCOinand Guba

（1985’316－318），tOenhancethedependabiiityofmystudy．

・imade useofaninqUIryauditwhichimPiiedthatmystudy－eaderexamined my

而erviewtranscriptsand血erviewnotes）aSWe～iasmyinterpretat一〇nSforacceptab冊y．
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3，4．6・4Confirmab冊y

Conf”mab亜yreferstothedegreetowhichresearchf画ngsaretheproductofthefocus

Oftheinquiryandnotthebiasesoftheresearcher（Babble＆Mouton，2002：278）．l

adheredtothefoiIo、Ningprocesses曲catedbyLjnco一nandGuba（1985i318－327）：

・I u帥zed an audit圃to determineif the concIusions，而erpretations and

reCOmmendationsthatIformuiatedweresuppohedbymy両erviewdata・Mystudy

leaderreviewedmyrawdata・myfieidnotes－Summaries言hemesthatweredevebped，

asweiIasmyconclusionstoensurethatifocusedonthewordsofthepa由cipantsand

notmyowninterpretations

3．4．6・5　Transferab航ty

TransferabiiityimPiieStheextenttowhichthef油ngscanbeapp－iedinothercontextswith

Otherpahicipants（Babbie＆Mouton，2002277）・inthisstudy，一didnotintendtogeneranze

帥ngs，aStheresearchreiatedtoaspec－f，CgrOuPOfpa由cIPantSinapahicuiarreg一〇ni

COuIdthereforenotciaimthattheinsightstha1－gained，WOuidhavereievanceforother

COnteXtS（Babbie＆Mouton・2002277）・However，iusedpurposivesampiing（Babbie＆

Mouton，2002：277）inordertoobtamSPeC甫cinformatiOnre，atedtoaspec甫cgroupof

Pa舶pantsanddescr－bedsomebackground・detail（Cf4・2）whichm申taJiowfdrsome

degreeoftransferabiiityt00therieamerSWhoheadhousehoids．

3・4・7DataanalysISandinterpretation

Content anaiysISis the most reievant technique to be used for anaiysing human

COmmunicat一〇nandinteractiOn（Leedy＆Ormrod，2005：142）．itisaprocessthatassIStSth。

researCherinidentifying keyelementsin ateXtand can be deductive and／0rinductjve

（Nieuwenhuis）2007a：101）ln the context of the study，Iworked deductively and

inductively，aSeXPla旧edbelow
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3．4．7．1DeductjvedataanalysIS

InadeductiVedataanaiysISaPPrOaCn，CategOriesof而Ormationrequiredfromthedataare

brmuiatedinadvancefromtheiiterature（Nieuwenhuis，2007a99）．Inmyanalysis，iwas

guidedtolookforcodes（SmaiierpiecesofdatathatcontainedadescriptivemeanIng）

Wereiden描ied by the旧erature asiearning chaiienges（Cf26）that could be

experlenCedbyiearnerswhoheadhousehoids・msapproachassistedmeintesting

existingtheoryonthephenomenon（Nieuwenhuis，2007a：107）

3，4．7・21nductivedataanaiysts

iaisoapproachedthedataanaiysiS～nduct～VelyinOrdertoIetthecodesemergefromthe

（Njeuwenhuis，2007a：107）．

Allteninterviews were not held atthe sametime・intervleWI was conducted and the

Verbatim tranSCript finaHzed and codedlafter whichinterv－eW2was conducted，the

Verbatimtranscritlnaiized・COdedandcomparedtotheflndingsofinterviewl．Thiswas

inordertoadapttheinterV－eWqUeStionsifnewlnSightstranspiredfrominterview2．

didnotidentifynew～nSightsafterintervieW2・anddecidedtokeeptheorigina＝nterview

PrOtOCOi

eredtothefoiiow一ngStePSandproceduresforaninductiveana～ysISOfqua圧tat～Vedata

describedbyCresweii（2009：185－188）andHenningeta／．（2004：104）

Theverbatimtranscriptswerepreparedintypingformat

IstartedciosereadmgOfintervieWlindetailsothatlwasfam帖arwiththecontentand

toforman面tlallmPreSSion

Anunderstandingofthe当hemes”anddetailsinthetext；WaSObtainedanddemarcated

the focus・iunderiined and highiighted datathat answered the research question．i

100kedforwords，Phrasesandsentencesthatsaid somethingaboutthephenomenon

andgavethereievantdatasegmentsacodeoraiabei〈open－COding）．Codingisabout

assigningshorthanddesignationS（Canbeslngleword，letters，Phrasesorcombination



Ofa冊ese）tod膚erentaspectsofdatatomakeiteasiertoretrleVePIeCeSOfthedata

（Nlerriam，1998．164）

4ThenIgroupeds面arrecurringcodesunderasu軸ename（axia′code／categoryT

Eachcategorywasass－gnedaniden据abIenameoriabe，（CfAppendixD）．

5・Steps1－5wererepeatedwith一nterView2todeterm－neifcategoriesweres面aror

d肝erenttothoseofInterViewIThiswasdonetore帥ecodesandcategoriesand

adaptquestionsforthefoIiowinginterview．

6ithenconductedtheremaininginterviewsandutiiizedsteps十5forthedataanaiysiS

PrOCedure．

7・TheconstantcomparativemethodwasuseduntiidatasaturatJOnWaSaChieved．

8・Duringthedataanaiysrsprocess川00kedoutforcodesthatonewouidexpecttofind，

basedonthe冊eraturereviewibutaisoconsideredcodesthatwerenewand not

anticipatedatthebeginningOfthestuPy．

e Categoriesacrossdatasourceswerecomparedtoidentlfyemergmgthemesandsub－

themes・FinaliyiJstructuredinaVisua～representation（Figure41）toindicatethe而er－

reiatednessofthemdmgs

LeedyandOrmrod（2001‥107）suggestthatresearchersshouIdtakethefoi一〇wingintO

COnSiderationwhenconductingresearchwithhumans・nameiyprotectionofharm直ormed

COnSen巾ghttopriVaCyandhonestywithprofessiona，Coiieagues旧hefoiiowingSeCt10nS

iexplainhowiadheredtoethiCa巾r～nCIPies．

314・8°1Ethicalissuesintheresearchprobiem

Duringtheidentificattonoftheresearchprobiem‖tisimportanttoidentifyaprobiemthat

W用benefit，ndividuaIsbeingstudled（Creswe町2009‥88）TheprobiembelngStudiedmust
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bemeaningfu冊sstudyismeaningfu＝nthesensethat剛highlig旧ssuespehaining

tothelearn一ngChaiiengesthatcou－dbeexperiencedbyBIackg帖earnerswhohead

households・MakJng SuggeStrOnS aStO howthe，earning ChaHenges couId best be

addressediCOuidbenefittheeffectivenessoftheIea…ngandacademjcperformanceof

theiearners．

3・4・8・2Ethicaljssuesinthepurposeandquestions

ResearChersneedtoconveythepurposeofthestudytothepamcipants（Creswe町

2009：88）・ThisISdoneinordertoensurethatpahicipantsdonotgetconfusedor

misunderstandtheirinvoIvementwithintheresearch Beforemystudycommenced，l

eXPialnedthepurposeofthestudytoa‖thepahicipantsandwhytheywereseiected言n

Ordertoobta活theirassenttotakepahinthestudy．

3°4・8・3　EthicalissuesindatacoJJection

Thepa南cipantsmustgiVetheirCOnSentbeforeanyemp…Ca－studyistobeundertaken No

ParticiPantmaybeforcedtotakepahintheresearch・一deveiopedaninformed－COnSent

formforparticipantswhichtheysignedbeforetheyengaged－ntheresearch（Creswei上

2009●89）・Theconsentformindicatedthepotentia－bene苗softhestudy，thetypeof

invoIvementiguaranteeingCOnf，den曲ty）enSur－ngthatpatbIPantscanwlthdrawatany

time）aSWeilascontactdeta白softheresearcher，Shouldquestionsarise（CfAppendixB）．

Permissiontocontinuew－ththeresearchwasa－SograntedbytheGautengDepartmentof

Educat一On（CfAppendixA）・ifpa噂antsfeuemotiona，aftertheinterview言heywere

SUPPOrtedbytheIns掴onai（Schooi）BasedSuppc而Teamwhoorganizeddeb南ng

SeSSiOnSforthemwithalocalEducationa－Psychoiogist

3・4・8・4EthicaiissuesindataanaIysISandinterpretatjon

Nonamesweretakenandpa噂antswere～den輔edbymeansofcodes・ConfidentLa桁y

WasajsoguaranteedasitwasIndicatedtotheparticipantSthaton－ytheresearcher，a

COiieagueintheneIdofstudyandthestudyieaderwoukIhaveaccesstothedataobtaIned．
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lalsoagreedtomaketheresuTtsofthesludyavai－ab～etothepahicipantSOnCethestudy

hasbeencompietedandexamined（Cres、Ne町2009：91）

3・4・8・5Ethicalissuesinwritinganddissemjnatjngtheresearch

同dnOtmakeuseofwordsorIanguagethatwasbiaSedaga，nStPerSOnSduetogender，

e皿CgrOuPOraged肺erence（Cresweii）2009：92）iaisoavoidedfaisify～ngOr－nVenting

f油ngs，aSthisisregardedasscientifiCmisconduct（Creswe－i，2009：92）．Myresearchwas

basedonsounddataandfindingsiObta活edfromtheactuaIemp－riCaistudyAiitheaudi〇一

CaSSettesandtranscriptswiiibekeptaccordingtotheethica－po－JCyOftheNo冊子West

UniVerSityforam面mumperiodofsevenyears

AgainStthe background ofan而erpret～Vist research parad～gm，a quaiitative research

designandaphenomenoiog－CairesearchstrategyJthisresearchwasexecutedbyus～ng

Semi－StruCturedone－On一〇＝而erviewswithtenpurposiveIyse－ectedgirIIearnersfromthe

XhariepDistrict（Cf32，3・4）ThroughtheuseoftheinterViews，icoiiecteddatat。better

understandtheiearningchaliengesthatBはckgir＝earnersatsecondarySchoolieveiwho

headhouseholdsintheXhariepDistrict，eXPerience

ThenextchapterpresentstheanaIysiSandtheinterPretationofthedataco。ectedby

meansofthesemLStrUCturedinterviews．
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