CHAPTER &

PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA

51 INTRODUCTION

This chapler presents and intarprets the collected research data. As a background to
aid interpretation of responses, personal details with regard to respondents are given.
Responses concerning parent involvement in the education of their children are
presented and analysed. This involves, in the final analysis, a comparison of the
respondents’ perceptions on parent involvement between parents and educaters from

the high pass rate and low pass rate schools.

At tha end of the chapter responses conceming the outcomes of parent involvement

are presented. A summary of the contents of the chapter is then given.

5.2 DATA ON THE GENERAL INFORMATION

Data concerning review of respondents are shown in table 51 and personal
background, are shown in Table 5.2. Responses in this section may be analysed and

interpreted as follows:

5.2 Review of respondents

Questionnaires were distributed to the sample population composad of educators and
parents in the North West Province schools in the district of Potchefstroom. 8C
guestionnaires were distributed to the school sducators and 320 questionnaires were

distributed to the parents. Table 5.1 below indicales the return rate.
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Table 5.1 Response rate from educators and parents

Educators Parents
Sample Return Sample I Return |
f f % f f %
80 76 g5 320 206 64

Table 5.1 indicates the distribution of questionnaires to school educators and parents.
The return rates indicates that 95 % of the educators reacted to the request, while 64 %
of the parents reacted to the request. Though this indicates a favourable response, 36
% (114 out of 320) of parents ignored the request. Reasons for this reaction could be
that children did not take the questionnaires back to school because it was after the
November examinations and children were not attending school, or that they have

negative attitudes towards the questionnaires.

5.2.2 Statistical techniques

The research data was processed using the SAS programme which reflects statistical
measures, such as frequencies, mean and standard deviation for each sample of the
population (SAS Institute, 1985:403). These statistical measures were employed to
obtain an idea about the nature, forms and extent of parent involvement in the

education of their children.

5.2.3 Data on biographical information

This section deals with biographical details of educators and parents from North West
Province schools in the district of Potchefstroom such as age, gender, experience and

qualifications. Each item of these biographical details is discussed separately.
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This information would enable the researcher to have a better understanding of the

background of the respondents.

5.2.3.1 Age of educators and parents

The ages of respondents, namely educators and parents from high pass rate schools

and low pass rate schools, are reflected in Table 5.2.

Table 5.2  Age of educators and parents
Educators Parents
High pass Low pass High pass Low pass
rate schools | rate schools | rate schools |rate schoois
i
Age f‘ % f % f % | L%
20-29 6 8.1 7 9.5 2 1.1 14 |74
|
30-39 24 324 (23 |31 27 i14.3 26 13.8
40-49 6 8.1 3 41 61 322 34 18
50-59 5 6.8 0 0 11 5.8 10 53
60 and 0 0 0 0 3 1.6 1 0.5
abaove
Total 41 554 133 (446 104 |55 85 |45

Table 5.2 presents the distribution of age groups of educators and parents from the
high pass rate schools and low pass rate schools in the North West Province in the
district of Potchefstroom. The largest component of educators, namely 63.5 % is
around 30-39 years. The second largest age group is around 40-59 years namely 19
%. The third age group, (17.6 %) is between 20-29 years. The implication is that, most
of the educators appointed should be intellectually, socially and physically matured to
involve parents in the education of their children according to the reflected age in Table
5.2. It should therefore not be much a problem for the educators to encourage parent

involvement in the education of the child.
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5.2.4 Data on respondents' gender (parents)

Table 5.3 explains the situation regarding the gender of parents from high pass rate
schools and low pass rate schools of the North West Province in the district of

Potchefstroom.

Table 5.3 Respondents' gender

|
PARENTS
High pass | Low pass |
'rate schools rate
i schools
|
Gender f % f %
Male 24 24/104 |35 35/92
Female 80 (801104 |57 |57/92 |
Tolal 104 [53.1 92 46.9

Table 5.3 shows that 76,9 % (80 out of 104) female respondents from high pass rate
schools and 62 % female respondents from low pass rate schools were involved in the
completion of guestionnaires. The male respondents constitute 23,1 % from a high
pass rate schools and 38 % from a low pass rate schools. The reason for the low rate
of participation among male could be that males are always away from home and

females do take care of children even after work.

This interpretation necessitates the need for parents to participate in education so that

the learner can benefit from the contribution of parents and educators.

5.2.5 Highest academic qualification of parents

Data relating to academic qualification of parents is detailed in table 5.4.
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Table 5.4 Highest academic qualification of parents

Parents from high 'Parents from low
pass rate school pass rate
schools
f % 1‘j %
Less than matric |57 56.4 54 675
‘Nﬁtric 19 18.8 1 |13
1 year post matric |4 4.0 2 25
2 years post matric |3 3.0 5 6.3
|
3 years post matric |3 3.0 4 5
i
4 years post matric [15 114.9 4 5
Total 101 100 80 100

From Table 5.4 it can be seen that 56.4 % of the respondents from high pass rate
schools and 67,5 % respondents from low pass rate schools, are below matric
qualification. This points out that the majority of parents are unable to help their children
with educational matters as they lack the educational knowledge and skills to assist

their children, where there may have learning probtems.

It is also noted in Table 5.4 that 14.9 % respondents from high pass rate possess four
years post matric academic qualifications and this show that most parents may have
knowledge and skills to help their children with educational matters. It is however still a

very low percentage.

5.2.6 Experience as an educator

Experiences of educators are illustrated by Table 5.5
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Table 5.5 Experience as an educator

High pass rate | Low pass rate
schools schools
Experience | f % f %
Less than 3 years |5 12.2 5 14.7
3-5 years 6 146 4 i‘11_1
6-8 years 5 !12.2 6 176
More than 8 years |25 |60.1 19 55.9

Table 5.5 indicates the distribution of experiences of educators. According to this Table
80.1 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 55.9% respondents from
low pass rate schools respectively have a teaching experience of more than 8 years.
This could serve a positive purpose in involving parents in the education of their
children. On the other hand this coulid support the literature on the attitude of educators
towards parent involvement, as some of educators seem to be reluctant to involve

parents in the education of their children.

5.2.7 Academic qualification of educators from high pass rate schools

Data on qualification of educators from a high pass rate schools and low pass rate

schools is reflected in Table 5.6.

Table 5.6 Highest academic qualification of educators from high pass rate and

low pass rate schools.

High pass Low pass rate

rate schools |schools
Academic qualification f % f %
Less than matric 0 |0 0 0
Matric 1 2.4 2 LS.Q
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‘:1 year post matric 0 |0 0 0

2 years post matric 0 |0 1 2.9
3 years past matric 9 212 5 14.7
4 and more years post matric 30 |73.2 26 76.5
Master's degree 1 124 0 0
Doctarate 0 |o 0 0

From this table, it can be seen that the majority of respondents (educators) have
qualifications of at least four years post matric: 75.6 % from high pass rate schools and
76.5 % from low pass rate schools. Only 2.4 % respondents from high pass rate

schools possesses a master's degree.
5.3 DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Section B of the gquestionnaire deals with the demographical details of school
population, predominant socio-economic status of the area and language medium at
the school. Each of these demographical details will be discussed separately. Data
related to the learner enrolment in the sécondary schools of the North West Province of
the Potchefstroom district, the predominant socio-economic status of the area and

language medium at schools are illustrated in Table 5.7.

Table 5.7 Demographical information

High pass | Low pass rate
rate schools schools
School population f % f %
1.1 Less than 500 6 15.0 |0 00
1.2 501-7000 13 325 |0 00
1.3701-1000 10 250 |1 29
1.4 More than 1000 11 |27.5 |33 97.0
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Predominant socio-economic status f L % f %
1.1 Lower income group 14 33.3 |21 63.6
1.2 Middle income group 27 67 12 36.4
1.3 Higher income group 1 2.4 0 0
Language medium school f % f %
1.1 Afrikaans 244 |0 0
1.2 English 19 46.3 (32 92.1
1.3 Other 1 2.4 1 29
EA Both 11 268 |1 29

5.3.1 School population

According to Table 5.7 the majority of high pass rate secondary schools have a school
population ranging from 501-700 (57.5 %) while the majority of low pass rate secondary

schools (97.0 %) have a school population of more than 1000 students.
5.3.2 Predominant socio-economic status of the area

According to Table 5.7, 63.3 % of the respondents from a low pass rate secondary
schools reported that their schools are situated within the lower income group area,
while 96.7 % respondents from a high pass rate secondary schools reported that their

schools are situated within the middle or high-income group area.
5.3.3 Language medium at school

The response on this question (Table 5.7) indicated that 24.4 % respondents from high
pass rate secondary schools are Afrikaans medium of instruction while 46.3 % and 94.1
% respondents from high pass rate secondary schools and low pass rate secondary

schools respectively are English medium of instruction.
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5.3.4 Conclusion

In summary, the demographic characteristics of the respondents as outlined above

helped to demonstrate the following:

¢ that the majority of secondary schools 33 out of 34 that have peen graded as low

pass rate have a high student popuiation (more than 1000).

s It was also apparent that the low pass rate schools are mainly located in areas

where the majority of parents are within low income group.

s it was also evident that the majonty of the low pass rate schools have English as

their medium of instruction,

« The majority of the schools that have been graded as high pass rate have a high

student pepulation are ranging between 501-1000,

» |t was apparent that the high pass rate schools are mainly located where the

majority of the parents are within the middie income group.

These variables would help {0 assess the educators' problems in promoting parent

invelvernent in the education of their children.

5.4 Responses of educators on parent involvement in the education of children

Scale:

1 = strangly disagree

2 =disagree

3 = agree
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4 = strongly agree

Abbreviations:

HP = high pass rate schools

LP = low pass rate schools

Table 5.8 Responses of educators on parent involvement in the education of

children
ltem ‘Involving aclivity Extent of parent involvement
J . | [
| Disagree Agree
: | —
1 2 3 4
. ’ fol% |f 1% |f [% |f |%
‘ [ |
co School and parents determine school iHP 6 |14.3 |8 |(19.0 {16 |38.1 |12 |28.6
l policy jointly ‘ ;
| . ILP (8 (235 |7 [20.6 (13 [38.2 |6 (176
C 02 IParenls receive feedback on theirinputs HP |3 [71 |4 (95 |23 E4.8 12 1286
L
| LP 3 |88 |9 (265 |12 |353 |10 |29.4
C 03 Parents feel that schools are too 'HP |4 |9.6 |20 |7.64 (14 |333 |4 |95
prescriptive
LP |5 [14.7 (7 206 |18 |529 (4 |11.8
C 04 Parents view schocls as a place for HP [0 |00 (8 [19.0 |21 |50.0 (13 [31.0
children
® LP {2 |59 |1 |29 (20 |58.8 |11 (324
C 05 Parents are concerned with their HP 7 |16.7 |14 (33.3 |16 |38.1 |5 |11.9
‘personal obligations and the education
abligations of their children LP |5 |41.7 (10 (294 |13 |382 |6 |17.6 |
; |
C 06 Parents leave education in the hands of |HP (1 |24 |1 |24 14 |33.3 |26 |61.9
3 qualified educators
LP [0 0.0 |1 29 |14 |41.2 |19 |55.9
| n
o7 Parents are sensitive to information they |HP |4 (9.5 |14 |33.3 |19 (452 |5 [11.9
| % receive from school
ELP 4 11.8 |9 |265 {14 |41.2 |7 |[20.6
L I E
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Item involving activity Extent of parent involvement
! T f
Disagree Agree
I~ ]
1 2 3 4
‘% [ 3
fl% f |% |f |% fo%
i
C 08 Parents want to discuss their children's |HP |8 19.0 |15 |35.7 |16 |38.1 |3 |71
problems with the school
| | LP |5 [14.7 [10 [29.4 [14 [412 |5 |14.7
[
IC 09 'Parenlsfeel that their critical statements |HP (4 |95 |15 [35.7 |18 |429 |5 |11.9
' about the school may promote their
children's performance LP |2 |59 |4 |11.8 [17 [50.0 [11 |32.4
C10 Parents are adequately trained to make [HP |7 |16.7 17 |40.5 |13 |31.0 |5 [11.9
I \valid contributions to the education of
‘their children LP '4 [11.8 (13 [38.2 |10 |29.4 |6 |176
| l !
IC 11 ‘Anegativeschool climate encourages |HP |8 [19.0 {12 |286 |14 |33.3 (8 [19.0
parent invoivement I. .
| LP |8 |235 4 |11.8 |18 |529 |4 1138
‘ T
lc12 \Parents are a component of the HP (s [119 (5 |11.9 16 |38.1 |15 [35.7
educalion system
LP |2 |59 (3 |88 |16 |47.1 |12 |35.3
|
=13 |Educators have been trained in parent |HP |5 [11.9 |15 [35.7 |15 [35.7 |7 |16.7
involvement
j LP |5 (147 |9 |26.5 12 1353 |8 |[235
C14 Parents accept the responsibility of their [HP |9 |21.4 [14 (333 |14 (333 |5 [11.9 !
children's education
' LP (8 |235 (8 [235 |14 (412 |4 (118
L ‘
|C 15 Parents want to intrude in educational  [HP [12 [28.6 |11 [26.2 |14 |333 |4 (9.5
matters
| LP |5 |14.7 |14 (412 (11 |324 |4 1.8
‘C‘IB Messages sent to parents by schools |HP |9 [21.4 |13 [31.0 |13 |31.0 |6 |[14.3
are being distorted
LP |4 ([11.8 (13 |38.2 [13 |382 |4 |11.8
|
‘C‘IT Parents regard scheool as an HP |1 (2.4 |18 |42.9 (19 |45.2 |4 |95
autonomous institution %

, ILP |2 |59 |6 |17.6 |19 [559 |6 |[17.6
lC18 Parents are aware of the ever-changing [HP (13 |31.0 |13 |31.0 |9 |21.4 |7 |[16.7
nature of education +

LP |7 |206 |9 |26.5 |11 |32.4 |6 [17.6
%_
|C 19 lParentswantto be invited to school |HP |4 195 |11 126.2 |19 |45.2 (7 |16.7
‘ ‘activities r
| L ILP |2 |59 |8 [235 [15 [44.1 |8 |235
1
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Iitem Involving activity Extent of parent involvement
| J
Disagree Agree
r i
.t 2 3l
I~ | | |
|f ;‘“.‘/o f Y% f % f %
= | -
iC20 Parents and school programmes usually |HP |9 |21.4 |15 |35.7 |15 |357 |2 |4.8
clash
| LP 14 118 |9 (265 |14 |412 |5 |147
[ |
|C 21 Parents who live too far from school are (HP 114 |33.3 |18 429 |9 (214 |1 |24
involved in schoal aclivities
| LP |11 |324 (12 [353 |6 [176 |4 [11.8
G:22 The concept of " free education” HP |9 |26.5 |10 |28.4 |16 (471 |7 |20.6
encourages absence of parents
l LP |5 [11.9 |9 [21.4 [13 [31.0 |6 [14.3 |
c23 |Parents stay away from school activities [HP |10 129.4 |14 (41,2 [15 |44.1 |3 (8.8
because lhe State is shouldering
| education alone LP |3 (7.1 |13 [31.0 (13 |31.0 |4 |95
[C 24 Parental rights and obligations have HP 2 59 |13 [38.2 |19 (559 |8 |23.5
,been clearly spelfled out by stalutes — '
48 (6 (14.3 |1 A 1.4 |
! “LP 2 3] 3 |16 [38.1 (9 |21.4
C 25 Unhealthy socio-economic issues drive NHP 13 |31.0 |15 |35.7 |10 |23.8 |3 |71
parents towards the schools
| LP 2 {59 |12 |35.3 |13 [38.2 |6 |17.6
I '
C 26 Parents fully understand their role in HP |15 [35.7 |18 (429 |6 143 |3 |71
schools
LP |5 B.? 16 (471 (8 |235 |4 [11.8
| |
IC 27 Parents have something to contribute HP |5 |11.9 [12 [28.6 |14 |33.3 [14 |33.3
towards educational development
| | LP |3 (88 |7 L20.6 17 |50.0 (17 |50.0
[
|C 28 ijo working parents do find time to get |HP |5 |11.9 |13 [31.0 [17 [40.5 |17 [40.5
involved in school activities ,
LP |4 [11.8 |15 (441 |12 [35.3 |12 |35.3
’C 30 Poor parents want to be seen with HP [12 |28.6 |15 [35.7 |12 |28.6 (12 |28.6
educated educators
' LP |5 |(14.7 |13 [38.2 (13 |38.2 |13 ;38.2
|
{ | §
[C 31 Poor parents who failed to provide their |(HP |8 119.0 |13 [31.0 |16 |38.1 |16 |38.1
| children with school requirements, do
|come to school LP |6 (176 |9 |26.5 |15 |44.1 |15 |44.1
| |
[
C 32 Poor parents feel that schools may HP 14 (95 (9 |214 |20 |476 |9 [(21.4
require them to contribute financially
] LP i2 59 |8 (235 |20 [58.8 lz 59
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| tem Invalving activity Extent of parent involvement

|
] T
i
L
T

Disagree Agree

| fol% f 1% [f (% |f |%

C33 Schools do have adeguate time to HP |4 |95 |12 |286 |20 (476 |6 [14.3
involve parents in activities '

LP |5 (147 |13 |38.2 |13 |38.2 |2 |58
t

C 34 Parents determine the school curriculum [HP [16 |38.1 |11 |26.2 |10 [23.8 [2 |48
with educalors

LP |13 |38.2 (11 |324 |5 |147 |4 |11.8 |

C 35 Parents correctly interpret messages HP |7 |16.7 |14 [33.3 |17 405 |4 |95
that schools send through children

LP |3 |88 (17 150.0 |10 |29.4 |3 |88

| i

|
|C 36 Parents should only feature on [HP |7 116.7 (12 (286 (17 (40.5 |6 |14.3
representative nature in school aclivilies

LP (5 |14.7 |11 (324 {11 (324 |6 |176

C 37 Lack of amenities such as telephones, |HP |15 |35.7 13 (310 |8 (190 |5 [119
| post boxes makes it possible for schools
to involve parents LP |6 176 |8 1235 |11 |324 |8 [23.5

After a detailed discussion of the background of educators in section A and B it is
necessary to analyse the results of section C. This section consists of 37 gquestions.
Each of these questions will be analysed individually and where necessary

explanations will be made.

The responses of educators from high pass rate schools and low pass rate schools are
reflected in Table 5.8. The respondents were asked to indicate their opinions on a four
point Likert-type scale on both the actual and desired parent involvement in the

education of their children.

The scale indicated the foliowing extent of parent involvement:

1 = strongly disagree

2 = disagree
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3 = agree

4 = strongly agree

For discussion purposes, however, responses are dichotomised into no involvement

{strongly disagree and disagree) and there (s invoivement {agree and strongly agree).

5.4.1 Determination of school policy

Question CO1 expected educators to either strongly disagree, disagree, agree and

strongly agree to parent inveivement in the determination of schoot policy.

Table 5.8 (C01) indicates that 36.8 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 25 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools accepted the principle that
parents and educators determine school policy jointly, whilst 18.4 % of the respondents
from high pass rate schools and 19.7 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools
disagree with this principle. Table 5.8 indicates that some schools do not involve
parents in the determination of school policy while others do involve parents in the

determination of school policy.

5.4.2 Parents receive feedback on their inpuis

This question required educators from high pass rate schools and low pass rate
schools to indicate whether they strongly disagree, disagree, agree or strongly agree if

parents do receive feedback on their inputs.

Table 5.8 indicates that ¢8.1 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 29
% respondents from low pass rate schools state that parants receive feedback on their

inputs whilst 9.2 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 15.8 % of the
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respandents from low pass rate schools state that parents do not receive feedback on

their inputs,

Although the majority of respondents suppoert the statement, there are respandents who
feel that parents do not receive feedback on thelr inputs. Failure of parents to receive

feedback on their inputs may discourage them from contributing in any school affairs.

5.4.3 Parents feel that the schools are too prescriptive

This statement (C03) expected educalors to indicate whether they support the

statement or do not support the slatement. Tabie 5.8 reflects the responses.

In table 5.8 {C03) 356.1 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 1£.8 % of
the respondenis from low pass rate schools indicated that parents do not perceive
schools as too prescriptive, whilst 28.8 % of the respondents from low pass rale
schools indicated that parents perceive schools as too prescriptive. This high rate of
responses from low pass rate schools stating that parents feel that schools are too
prescriptive may indicate a negative attitude towards parent involvement in the

education of their children and thereby influence the leamers’ performance.

5.4.4 Parents view schools as a place for children

According to question C04, educators were 1o indicate whether parents view schools as

a place for children. Table 5.8 {C04) represents the responses.

Table £.8 {CU4) shows that 44.7 % of the respondents frem high pass rate schools and
40.8 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools agree that parents view schools
as a place for children, whilst 10.5 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools

and 4 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools disagree with the statement.
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Because children are expected to be taught at school, parents do not see the need o
invoive themselves with the school. In this way some parents are divorcing themselves
from their rightful obligation of determining the direction of education together with the

school and they thus do not see the value of being involved in their children issues.

5.4.5 Parents’ concern about personal obligations and education obligations

on their children

According fo this guestion (C08) educators should indicate whether parents are
concerned with personal obligations and educational obligations of their children or not.

Table 5.8 (CO5) reflects the responses on this question.

According to table 5.8, 27.6 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 25
% of the respondents from low pass rate schools support the statement, whilst 27.8 %
of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 19.7 % of the respondents from low

pass rate schools do not support the statement.
5.4.6 Parents leave education in the hands of qualified educators

This question (C08) expected respondents {o indicate whether parents leave education
in the hands of qualified educators. Table 5.8 (C0B8) represents the responses of

educators.

According to Table 5.8, 52.8 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
43.4 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that parents have left
education of their children on the hands of qualified educators. Parents may assume
that they do not have to be involved in school education because the task of teaching
belongs to educators not to them. The results of this situation is that these parents

cannot be concerned with what happens {o the education of their chiidren.
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5.4.7 Parents are sensitive to information they receive from school

According to this qusstion educators were required to indicate whether parents are
sensitive to information they receive from schocl. Responses of educators are reflected

in Table 5.8 (CO7).

According to this question CO7 in table 5.8, 31.8 % of the respondents from high pass
rate schools and 27.8 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools regard parents
as being sensilive o information recaived from school, whilst 237 % of the
respondents from high pass rate schools and 17.1 % of the respondents from low pass

rate schools disagree with the statement.

5.4.8 Parents want {¢ discuss their children’s problems with the school

According o this question CC8, sducators are expeacted to indicate if parents want to
discuss their children's problems with the school. Table 5.8 reflects the responses of

educators towards this question.

Table 5.8 (C08) indicates that 30.3 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 19.7 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools state that parents de not
wani to discuss their children's problems with the school, whilst 25 % of the
respondents fram high pass rate schools and 25 % of the respondents from low pass
rate schools state that parents want {o discuss their children's problems with the

school,
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5.4.8 Parents' critical statements about the school may promote their children’s

performance

According to this question (CO8) responding educators were eéxpecied to indicate
whether parents' critical statements about the schoo! promole their children’s

performance. Table 5.8 reflects the responses of educators towards this guestion.

According to table 5.8 (C09) 30.3 % of the respondents from high pass rate scheols
and 36.8 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools feel that parents’ critical
statements about the school do not promote learners performance, whilst 25 %
respondents from high pass rate schaois and 7.9 % of the respondents from iow pass
rate schools agree that parents' critical statements about the school may promote

children’s performance.

5.4.10 Parents are adequately trained to make valid contributions in the

education of their children

This question {10} expected respondents t¢ indicate whether parents are adequately
trained to make valid contributions in the education of their cnildren or not. Table 5.8

{C10) represents the results,

In Table 5.8 (C10) 32 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 22.7 % of
the respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that parents are not adequately
trained to make valid contributions in the education of their children, whilst 24 % of the
respondents from high pass rate schools and 21.3 % of the respondents from low pass
rate schools indicate that parents are adequately trained to make valid contributions in

the education of their children.
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According to this response it is avident that many parents will not be able to contribute
fruitfully towards the development of education or to understand the preceding in
school meetings. It is also evident that most of the parents do not possess knowledge
aboul how a school functions and thus canno! exercise their righls and responsibilities

towards the education of their children properly.

5.4.11 Negative schooi climate encourages parent involvement

This guestion (C11} required from respondents t©o indicale whether negative school

climate encourages parent involvement or not. Table 5.8 represents the results.

Table 5.8 (C11) indicates that 29 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
28.8 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools state that negative schoot
climate encourages parent involvement. This indicates that when parents notice that
the scheool climate is not conducive for an effective learning of their children, they
usually see the need o help their children so that their education does not suffer, whilst
28.3 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 15.8 % of the respondents
from low pass rate schools state that negative school climate discourages parert

involvement.

5.4.12 Parents are a component of the education system

According to this question (C12) educaiors were expected to indicale whether parents

are a component of the education system. Table 5.8 (C12) represents the responses.

Table 5.8 (C12) shows that 41.9 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
37.8 % of the respondents from low pass rale schools agree that parenis are a
component of the education system, whilst 13.5 % of the respondents from high pass

rale schools and 6.8 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools feel that parents
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are not a component of the education system. This indicates that the majority of
educators view parenis as a component of the education system. This is a positive

response indicating that educators want lo co-operate with parents.

5.4.13 Educators have been trained in parent involvement

This guestion (C13) expected respondents to indicate whether educators have been

trained in parent involvement or not. Table 5.8 (C13) represents the resuls.

According to Table 5.8, 52.4 % (35.7 % + 16.7 %) of the respondents from high pass
rate schools and 58.8 % (35.3 % + 23.5 %) of the respondents from low pass rate
schools indicate that educators are trained in parent involvement, whilst 476 % {11.9 %
+ 35.7 %) of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 412 % (147 % + 26 5
%y of the respondents from low pass rate schools state that parents are not trained in

parent involvement.

5.4.14 Parents accept the responsibility of their children’s education

According to this guestion (C14) educators were expected to indicate whether parents
accept the responsibility of their children's education. Table 5.8 represents the

responses.

According 1o Table 5.8 (C14) 45.2 % (33.3 % + 119 %) of the respondents from high
pass rate schools and 54 % {(41.2 % + 11.8 %) of the respondents from low pass rate

schools agree that parents accept the responsibility of their children’s education.

5.4.15 Parents want to intrude in educational matiers

This question (C15) expected respordents to indicate whether parents want to infrude

in educational matters. Table 5.8 reflecis the resulis.
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Table 5.8 (C15) shows that 54.8 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
55.9 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools state that parents do not want to
intrude in educational matters, whilst 42.8 % of the respondents from high pass rate
schools and 45.2 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that parents
want to intrude in the educational matters. The majority of educators, therefore, do not

view parents as a threat in the educational matters.

5.4.16 Messages sent to parents by schools are being distorted

Question C16 expected educators to either agree or disagree with the statement that

messages sent to school are being distorted. Table 5.8 (C16) reflects the results.

Table 5.8 (C16) indicates that 52.4 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 50 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools disagree with the statement,
whilst 44.3 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 50 % of the
respondents from low pass rate schools feel that messages sent to parents by schoois

are being distorted.

5.4.17 Parents regard school as an autonomous institution

This question C17 expected educators to indicate whether parents regard school as an

autonomous institution. Table 5.8 (C17) represents the results.

According to Table 5.8 (C17) 54.7 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 73.5 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools state that parents regard
school as an autonomous institution. This means that parents believe that schools are
able to run their affairs without them, whilst 45.3 % of the respondents from high pass
rate schools and 23.5 % of the respondents from low p ass rate schools feel that

parents do not regard school as an autonomous institution.
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5.4.18 Parents are aware of ever-changing nature of education

According to question C18 educators wera to indicate whather parents are aware of the

ever-changing nature of education. Table 5.8 represents the responses.

According to Table 5.8 it shows that parents are not aware of the evar-changing nature
of education as indicated by 80 % of the respondents from nigh pass rate schools and
47.1 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools, The failure of parents tc get
invelved in school activities may be due fo the fact that they are unaware of the ever-

changing nature of education and its concomitantly changing expectations.

5.4.18 Parents want to be invited in school activities

Question C19 expecied educalors to indicate whether parents want to be invited to

school activities. Table 5.8 (C19) represents the results,

According to this Table it is evident that parents want to be invited to schodl activities
as indicated by 61.9 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 67.5 % of
the respondents from low pass rate schools. The majority of educators view parents
that they are willing to be invited to school activities. This is a positive response,

indicating that educators want to co-operate with parents,

5.4.20 Parents’ and school programmes usually clash

This question (C20) expected educators to indicate whether parents and school

nrogrammes usually clash. Table 5.8 (C20) represents the responses.

According to Table 5.8 {C20) 57,1 % of the respondents from high pass rale schogls
and 38.3 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that parents and

schoo!l programmes do not usually clash, whilst 40.5 % of the respondents from high
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pass rate schools and 55.9 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools agree that
parents and school programmes usually clash. it is for this reason that parents fail to
feature in meetings at school where their children's problems and achievements are

being discussed, despite the fact that they are primary educators.
5.4.21 Parents who live far from school are involved in school activities.

Question C21 expected responding educators to indicate whether parents who live too

far from schooi are involved in school activities or not. Table 5.8 reflects the results.

According to Table 5.8 (C21) 23.8 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 29.4 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools state that parents who live
far from school are not involved in school activities, whilst 66.2 % of the respondents
from high pass rate schools and 68.7 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools
feel that parents who live far from school are involved in schoof activities. The majority
of educators reveal that distance does not affect parent involvement in the education of

their children,
5.4.22 The concept of " free education " encourages absence of parents

According to this question (C22) responding educators were expected to indicate
whether the concept of " Free education” encourages absence of parents or not. Table

5.8 reflects the responses.

In Table 5.8, 67.7 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 45.3 % of the
respondents from low pass rate schools agree that the concept of " free education "
encourages absence of parents, whilst 55.9 % of the respondents from high pass rate
schools and 33.3 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that the

concept of " free education " discourages absence of parents. The results in parents
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shifting the educational duty that they have towards their children onto educators and
government, and makes it difficult for educators to involve parents in educational

matters.

5.4.23 Parents stay away from school activities because the state is shouldering

education alone

Question C23 wished to know from educators whether parents stay away from school
activities because the state is shouldenng education alone or not. Table 5.8 represents

the responses of educators.

According to Table 5.8 (C23) 70.6 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 38.1 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools do not agree with the
statement that parents stay away from school activities because the state is
shouldering education alone, whilst 45.3 % of the respondents from high pass rate
schools and 52.9 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools agree with the
statement. For this reason parents assume that they can stay away from school affairs

because their tasks as primary educators are being attended to.

5.4.24 Parental rights and obligations have been clearly spelled out by the

statutes

According to this question (C24) responding educators were expected to indicate
whether parental rights and obligations have been clearly spelled out by the statutes.

Table 5.8 reflects the responses.

According to Table 5.8 (C24) 79.4 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 59.5 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that parental rights

and obligations are clearly spelled out by statutes. The majority of educators assume
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that parents are aware of their rights and obligations towards the education of their

children.

5.4.25 Unhealthy socio-economic issues drive parents towards the schools

In this question (C25) educators were requested to state whether unhealthy socio-
economic issues drive parents towards the schools. Table 5.8 (C25) reflects the

responses of educators.

According to Table 5.8 (C25)66.7 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
indicate that unhealthy socio-economic issues drive parents towards the schools whilst
55.8 % of the respondents from low pass rate schoois state that unhealthy socio-
economic issues drive parents away from the schools. The majority of educators are
thus of the opinion that parents from unhealthy socio-economic areas that they fail to
feature properly in school activities. For poor, and uneducated parents may assume
that schools are a threat and their participation could be an embarrassment for

educators.

5.4.26 Parents fully understand their role in schools

Question C26 requested educators to indicate whether parents fully understand their

role in schools. Table 5.8 (C26) represents the responses from educators.

According to Table 5.8 (C26) 78.6 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 61.8 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools disagree that parents fully
understand their role in schools. This may make parents to be unable to provide their

children with their basic necessities.
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5.4.27 Parents have something to contribute towards educational development

In question C27 responding educators were required to indicate whether parents have
something to contribute towards educational development. Table 5.8 (C27) reflects the

responses of educators.

According to Table 5.8 (C27) 66.6 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 100 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that parents have
som_ething to contribute towards educational development. This implies that parents
must be catered for their contribution towards educational development in the schools,
because if not catered for, their involvement in the education of their children may be
impeded and this may create problems for educators when they need parents’

contribution.
5.4.28 Two working parents do find time to get involved in school activities

Question C28 wished to know from responding educators whether two working parents
do find time to get involved in school activities. Table 5.8 represents the responses of

educators.

Table 5.8 (C28) indicates that 81 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
70.6 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools agree that two working parents
do find time to get involved in school activities. This implies that the majority of

educators assume that the parents are involved in school activities.
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5.4.29 Poor parents want to be seen with educated educators

Question C30 asked responding educators whether poor parents want to be seen with
educated educators or not. Table 5.8 represents the responses from the responding

educators.

Table 5.8 {(C30) shows that 57.2 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
76.4 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that poor parents do not
want to be seen with educated educators. This may indicate that some of parents feel
inferior to educators because they may be uneducated and may not understand

discussions on educational matters.

5.4.30 Poor parents who failed to provide their children with school requirements,

do come to school

Question C31 requested responding educators to indicate whether poor parents who
are unable to provide their children with school requirements do come to school. Table

5.8 (C31) reflects the responses of educators.

According to Tabie 5.8 (C31) 76.4 % of the responding educators from high pass rate
schools and 88.2 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that poor
parents who failed to provide their children with school requirements do come to
school, whilst 50 % of the respondents from high pass rate schoois and 44.1 % of the
respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that poor parents who failed to provide
their children with school requiremaents do not come to school, they feel that they have

failed to provide their chiidren with the basic educational matters.
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5.4.31 Poor parents feel that schools may require them (o coniribute financially if

needed

According to questicn C32 responding educators were asked to indicate whether poor
parenis feel that schools may require them o contribute financially. Table 5.8 {C32)

shows the responses of the educators.

Table 5.8 (C32) indicates that 88 % of the respondents from high pass rate schoaols
and 64.1 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools agree thal poor parents fesl
that schocis require them to contribute financially i the school needs money.. The
majority of educators view that poor parents may perceive that their involvement in
school activiies may lead them into being forced to contribute financially towards

schoo! projects,
5.4.32 Schools do have adequate time {o involve parents in activities

Cluestion C33 asked responding educators whether they agree that schools do have

adeguate time to involve parents in activities. Table 5.8 (C33) shows the responses.

According to Table 5.8 {C33) 61.9 % of the respondents from high pass rate schoacls
and 44.1 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that schools do
haye adequate time to involve parents in activities, whilst 38.1 % of the respondents
from high pass rate schools and 52.9 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools
staig that parents de not have adeguate time to involve parents In activities. This

makes it impossible for educators to involve parents in the education of their children.
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5.4.33 Parents determine the school curriculum with educators

Quaslion C34 requested responding educators to indicate whether parents determine

the school curriculum with educators. Table 5.8 {C34) represents the responses.

According to Table 5.8 (C34) 64.3 % of the respondants from high pass rate schools
and 70.633.9 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that parents do
not determine schoo! curriculum with educators. This indicate that the majority of
eaucalors regard the involverment of parents in curricudar affairs as an intrusion,
because parents may not be qualified to know what is involved in the curriculum, and

educators are aware of the changes in the curricutum,

5.4.34 Parents correctly interpret messages that schools send through children

This guestion C35 required responding educators to indicate whether parenis correctly
interpret messages from schools send through children. Table 5.8 {(C35) shows the

responses of educators.

According to Table 5.8 {C35) 50 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
58.8 % of the respondents from low pass ratle schecls indicate that parents do not
correclly interpret messages from schools send through their children whilst 50 % of the
respondents from high pass rate schools and 38 % cof the respondents from low pass
rate schools state that parenis correctly interpret messages that schocls send through

their children.
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5.4.35 Parents shouid only feature on representative nature in school activities

Question C36 required from respondents to indicate whether parents should only
feature on representative nature in school activities. The responses are reflected by

Table 5.8 (C36).

According to Table 5.8 (C36) 54.8 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 50 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that parents should
oniy feature on representative nature in school activities, whilst 453 % of the
respondents from high pass rate schoaols and 47.1 % of the respondents from low pass
rate schoois indicate that parents sheuld not only feature on representative nature in
school activities. This may indicate that the majority of educators are willing to involve

parents in all educational matiers and school activities.

5.4.36 Lack of amenities such as telephones, or post boxes makes it possible for

schools to involve parents.

Question C37 required fram respondents o indicate whether lack of amenities makes it

possible for schools to invelve parents, Table 5.8 (C37) reflects the responses,

According to Table 5.8 (C37) 66.7 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
indicate that lack of amenities has no negative influence in the involvement of parents
by schoois whilst 55.9 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that

tack of amenities makes it impossible for schools to involve parents.

The next section of this chapter deals with the responses of parents in viewing the

nature of parent involvement.
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55 RESPONSES OF PARENTS TO VIEWS ON THE NATURE OF PARENT

INVOLVEMENT

After a detailed discussion of the background of parents in section A, it becomes
necessary o analyse the resulis of section B This seclion consisis cof three
subsections made up of 31 statements. These statements will be analysed individually,

and where necessary explanations will be made.

Secticn B handles the views on the nalure of parent involvement details of how
narents are invelved in their children's schools, how parents are familiar with school
informaticn and how well do they support their children's lsaming. Each of these views

on the nature of parent involvement details will be discussed separately

5.5.1 Parent involvement with child’'s school

Table 5.9 reflects the responses of parents frcm high pass rate schoais and low pass
rate schools. The parents were asked 1o indicate the nature of involvement in the

education of their children

I this Table parents were expected o either agree or disagree to the statements.

Table 5.9 reflects the respenses of parants.

Table 5.9 Responses of parent involvement with ¢hild's school

Parent involvement

Yes No

ftem f % f Yo

Ba Do you have the current phone number and  [HP 85 78 124 27
addrass of the schooi?

LP 72 80 118 |20

Ba2 Do you attend Back to Schoot Night at your |HP 29 279 7% [728

P A I L s i 1
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Parent involvement

Yes No
item f % f %
ild’ ?
Al Se e LP 19 211 |71 |78.9
BA 3 Have you attended at least one support group [HP 67 62.6.140 |37.4
meeting this year? -
ILP 72 75.8 |23 |24.2
BA4 Do you make yourself available for HP |64 59.3 |44 |40.7
conferences requested by your child's teacher
or visit the school even if not requested?
LP 30 319 |64 |68.1
BAS Do you know at least some of your child's HP |78 722 |30 |27.8
English educators?
LP 61 649 |33 |35:1
BA 6 Do educators invite you as parent to plan and |HP 41 376 |68 |62.4
discuss school issues with them
LP 41 441 |52 |559
BA 7 Have you had at least one parent-educator HP 45 41.7 |63 |58.3
conference with the educators of your child
this year? LP 26 283 |66 |71.7
BA 8A  |Have you volunteered by chaperoning: HP 4 41 |94 (954
a field trip e |17 |187 |74 |81.3
BA 8B | helping in the classroom HP 10 98 |92 (902
P [19 |211 |71 |789
BA 8C [working on a school committee HP |20 19.8. (81 |80.2
LP 18 196 |74 |80.4
BA 8D |helping with a school project HP 39 371 |66 |62.9
LP 28 30.8 |63 |69.2
BA8E |preparing refreshments for school events or  |HP 32 299 |75 |7041
similar activities
L LP 21 231 |70 |76.9
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5.5.1.1 Availability of phone numbers and addresses to parents

Respendents from high pass rate schools and low pass rate schools were asked fo
indicate whether school phone numbers and addresses are available to them as these

are the means of contacling schoot educators should be there a need.

Question BA 1 in lable 5.9 expected parents to either agree or disagree {0 the
statement that parents have the current phone numbers and addresses of the school .

Table 5.9 reflects the parents’ responses.

78 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 80 % of the respondents
from low pass rate schools agreed that they have the current phone numbers and
addresses of the schools whilst 22 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 20% of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicated that they do not have

current phene numbers and addresses of the schools.

5.5.1.2 Parents attend back to school nights

Ciuestion BA 2 in Table 5.9 expected parents from high pass rate schocls and low pass
rate schools to agree or disagree to the statement that parents attend back to schoo!

night at their children's schools. Table 5.9 reflects the responses of the parents.

From Table 5.9 # is indicated that 72.1 % of the respondents from high pass rate
schools and 78.9 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools stated that they do
not atiend back to schootl night at their children's schools, whilst 27.9 % of the
respondents from high pass rate schools and 21.1% of the respondents from low pass
rale schools agree that they do attend back to schoo! aclivities at their children’s
schools. This indicates that the majonty of respondents from high pass rate schools

and from low pass rate schools do not make themselves available in school activities
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and this makes it difficult for educators to be aware of the capabilities of parents and to

be able to involve them in school activities.

5.5.1.3 Attending a support group meetings

According to question BA 3 parents were requested to indicate whether they attended a

support group meetings this year or not. Table 5.9 presents the results.

n Table 5.9, 62.6 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 75.8 % of the
respondents from low pass rate schools stated that they have attended a support group
meetings this year whilst 37.4 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
24.2 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools did not attend the support group
meetings this year. This indicates that the majority of the respondents from high pass
rate schools and from low pass rate schools have a positive attitudes towards support
group meetings. This may encourage a working together of parents and support group

in order to achieve the educational goal of their children and the school.

5.5.1.4 Availability of parents for conferences requested by children's educators

Question BA 4 required parents to indicate whether they make themselves available for
conferences requested by their children's educators or not. Table 5.9 presents the

responses of the parents.

According to Table 5.9, 59.3 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
indicated that they make themselves available for conferences requested by their
children's educators, whilst 68.1 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools
reported that they do not make themselves available to the conferences requested by
their children’s educators. This means that the majority of respondents from high pass

rate schools have positive attitude towards school activities whilst the majority of

136



respondents from low pass rate schools have a negative atlitude towards school

activities. This may affect a positive relationship between parents and educators.

5.5.1.5 Parents know the children's English educator

Cuestion BA % reguested parenis o indicate whether they know their children's

English educator. Table 5.8 reflects the responses.

In Tabie 5.9, 72.2 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 64.9 % of the
resporngdents from low pass rale schools indicated that they know their children's
English educator, whilst 27.8 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
35.1 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools do not know their children's

English educaior. This indicates that children know their subject teacher.

5.5.1.6 Parents are invited 1o plan and discuss school's issues

Cluestion BA 6 requested parenis to indicate whether they get invited by the school

educalors (o plan and discuss school issues with them, Table 5.9 shows the results,

The responses of the respondents as reflected in Table 5.9 indicate that 62 .4 % of the
respondents from high pass rate schools and 55.9 % of the respondents from low pass
rate schoois do not get invited by the educators. This may influence the majority of
parents to assume that they do not have to be invoived in schoo! education because

the task of teaching belongs to educators and not to parents.

5.81.7 Parent- educalor conferaence

In tem BA 7 the parents were required to indicate whether they have had parent-
educator conference with the educators of their children. Table 5.9 reflects of the

respondents.
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in Table 5.9, 58.3 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 71.7 % of the
respondents from low pass rate schools indicated that they did not have parent-
educator conference with the educalors of their children, whilst 41.7 % of the
respandents from high pass rate schools and 28.3 % of the respondents fram low pass
rate schocls agree that they had parent-educator conference with the educators of their
children. This indicates that parents are not involved in educational matiers at the

school.

5.5.1.8 Parents volunteer to chaperon a field trip

Ciuestion BA 8A required parents 1o indicale whether they have volunieered io

chaperon a field trip or not. Table 5.9 reflects the responses of parents.

From Table 5.9 it evident that the majority of respondents as indicated by 85.9 % of the
respondents frem high pass rale schools and 81.2 % of the raspondents from low pass

rate schools stated that they have not chaperoned a field trip.

5.5.1.9 Parents volunteered to help in the classroom

Question BA 8B required parents from a high pass rate schools and low pass rate
schoals to indicate whether they have volunteered {0 help in the classrooms, Table 5.8

shows the results of the respondents.

Table 5.9 indicated that 90.2 % of the respondents from a high pass rate schools and
78.8 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools have not volunteered to help in
the classroom. This means that the majority of parents do not take part in classroom

education.
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5.5.1.10 Parents volunteered to work on a school committee

According o gquestion BA BC parents were asked to Indicate whether they have
volunteered to work on a school committee. Table 5.9 pressenis the responses of

paraents.

According to Table 5.8 the majonty of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
fow pass rate schools have not volunteered to work on a committee as indicated by
80.2 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 80.4 % of the respondents

from low pass rate schools.

5.5.1.11 Parents volunteered to help with school project

Guestion BA 80 requested parents from high pass rate schools and ilow pass rale
schools to indicate whether they have volunteerad to help with school project. Table 5.8

reflects the responses of parents.

According to Table 5.8, 62.9 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
69.2 % of the respondenis from low pass rate schools indicated that they have not
volunteered 1o help with school project. This shows that parents are not involved in

school projects.

5.5.1.12 Parents volunteered to prepare refreshments for school events

Cluestion BA BE required parents {0 indicate whether they have volunteered fo prepare

refreshments for school events. Table 5.9 depicts data in this regard.

it can be seen in Table 5.9 that 70.1 % of the respondents, from high pass rate schools
and 76.9 % of the raespondents from low pass rate schools indicated that they not

volunteered to prepare refreshments for school events, only 29.9 % of the respondents
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from high pass rate schools and 23.1 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools

volunteered to prepare refreshments for school events.

Questions BA 1 to BA 8E in Table 5.9 reflect that most of the respondents are not
involved in school activities due to the fact that parents are not invited to plan and
discuss school's issues with educators, this may negatively affect parents’ contribution
to school affairs and leave educational issues to educators of schools, and educators

find it difficult to involve most of parents to school educational matters.

5.5.2 Responses on familiarity of parents with school information

Section BB required parents to indicate how familiar they are with school information.

Table 5.10 presents data on this section.

Table 5.10: How familiar parents are with school information

Item
Yes No

' f Yo f %

BB 1A Have you attended at least one programme 7HP 37 339 (72 66.1
this year? An awards assembly

LP 23 |256 |67 74.4
BB 1B a play HP 28 272 |75 78.8

LP 23 |25 |89 75 ]
BB 1C  |an athletic or sporis events HP 51 47.7 |56 52.3

LP 35 |38 57 62

BB 2 Do you regularly read the school newsletter |HP 83 755 |27 245
or learner newspaper

LP 79 L4 15 16
BB 3 Are you familiar with the extra services HP 57 |523 |52 47.7
provided at the school?
LP 47 51.1 |45 489
BB 4 Are you are aware of current trends in HP 78 |71.6 |31 28.4
education?
LP 66 72.5 |25 27.5
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BB 5 Do you know what Outcomes Based HP 53 486 |56 514
education is?

LP 40 46 47 54

BB 6 Are you familiar with the grading scale used |HP 76 69.7 33 30.3
on your child's progress report?
LP 72 |783 |20 21.7

5.5.2.1.1 Attending a school programme

This question required parents to indicate they have attended any of the foliowing

school programme.

e An award assembly

Question BB 1A intended to find out if the respondents had attended any school award

assembly this year. Table 5.10 presents data on this item.

66.1 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 74.4 % of the respondents
from low pass rate schools indicated that they had not attended any form of school
award assembly this year. This indicates a situation in the North West Province schools
where very little involvement of parents in school activities may be experienced. This is
attested to by 33.9 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 25.6 % of the
respondents from low pass rate schools who had attended a school award assembly

this year.

5.5.2.1.2 Parents attended play

Question BB 1B intended to find out if the respondents had attended any play

programme at the school this year. Table 5.10 presents data on this item.

78.8 % of the respondents from a high pass rate schoois and 75 % of the respondents

from low pass rate schools indicated that they had not attended any play programme at
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school, whilst 27 .2 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 25 % of the
respondents from low pass rate schools had indicated that they had attended a play
programme at school. This indicate that most of the parenis do not show interest to

school play.

5.5.2.1.3 Parents attended an athletic or sports events

(luestion BB 1C intended to find out if respondents had attended an athletic or sports

avents, Table 5.10 presents responses of respondents on this item.

Quiestion BB 1C in Table 5.10 indicated that 52.3 % of the respondents from high pass
rate schools and 62 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools had not attended
an athletic or any sport events, whilst 47.7 % of the respondents from high pass rate
schools and 38 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools had attended an
athletic or sport events. According to the responses, the majority of respondents seem
not to be interested to any athletic or sport events and this makes it difficult for school

educators o involve them to school activities and educational issues.

5.5.2.2 Parents regular read the school newsletter or learners' newspaper

Guestion BB 2 reguired respondents to indicate whether they had read school
newsletter and learmers’ newspaper. Table 5.10 reflects the responses of parents on

this item.

75.5 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 84 % of the respondents
from low pass rate schools indicated that they had read the school newsletter or
learner's newspaper, whilst 24.5 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
16 % cof the respondents from low pass rate schools indicated that they had not read

school newsletier or learners’ newspaper. This indicates that most of the parents show
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interest to the school and leamer's newspaper {0 keep themselves up to date with the

current issues affecting their children positively or negatively at the school.

5.5.2.3 Parents are familiar with exira services provided at the school

Question BB 3 asked respondents fo indicate if they are familiar with exira services
provided at the school. Table 5.10 reflects the responses of parents on this itlem.

in Table 510, guestion BB 3 reflects thatl parents are familiar with extra services
provided at the school as indicated by 52.3 % of the respondents from high pass rate
schools and 51.1 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools, whilst 47.7 % of the
respondents from high pass rate schools and 48.9 % of the respondents from low pass
rate schools indicated that they are not familiar with exira services provided at the
school. This indicate that of respondents are familiar with extra services provided at the

schoal,

5.5.2.4 Awareness of current trends in education

This item intended 1o investigate if parents are aware of current trends in education.

Table 5.10 depicis data in this regard.

71.6 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 72.5 % of the respondents
from low pass rate schools indicated that they are aware of current trends in education,
whilst 28 4 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 27.5 % of the
respondents from low pass rate schools are unaware of the current trends in education.
This may imply that most of the parents are knowledgeable about the current trends in

aducation.
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5.5.2.5 Knowiedge about outcomes based education

ltem BB 5 intended fo investigate knowledge of respondents about out come based

education. Table 510 indicates the responses of parents.

According to Table 5,10, 61 .4 % of the respondents from high pass rate schoois and 54
% of the respondents from low pass rate schools had knowledge about out come based
education, whilst 48.6 % of the respondents from high pass rate schoaols and 48 % of
the respondents from low pass rate schools indicated that they had no knowledge
about outcomes based education. This shows that most of the parents are
knowledgeable about the current changes in education and they may be effectively

involved in the education of their children.
5.5.2.6 Familiar with the grading scale used in the schools

ltem BB 6 asked parents io indicate if they are familiar with the grading scale in the

schools or not. Table 5.10 presents the results of the respondents.

According to Table 510, 69.7 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
8.3 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicated that they are familiar
with the grading scale in the schools, whilst 30.3 % of the respondents from high pass
rate schools and 21.7 % of the respondents from low pass rale schools indicated that
they are ngt familiar with the grading scale in the schools. This may mean thai most of
the parents may be used in the evaluation of learners in the classroom in crder to

mvolve them in the grading of their children.
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5.5.3 Parents’ support of their children

After a detailed discussion of the responses of parents in BA and BB it becomes
necessary to analyse the results of section BC. This section consists of 17 questions.
Fach of these questions will be anaiysed individually and where necessary

exptanations wili be made.

This part of section BC intended to investigate the support parents provide for their

children. This would indicate whether parents support their children or not.

The responses of parents from high pass rate schools and low pass rate schools are
reflected in Table 5.11. The respondents were asked to indicate their opinions on a four
point Likert-type scale on both the actual and desired parent involvemant in the

education of their children.

The scale indicated the following exient of parent involvement:

1 = seldom
2 = somelimes
3 = gften

4 = mosi of the time

For discussion purposes, however, responses are dichotomised into no involvement

{seldom participates) and there is involvement (often and most of the time).

The following abbreviations were used on Table 5.11:

HP = High pass rate schools

LP = Low pass rate schools
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5.5.3.1 Responses obtained from parents on parents' support on their children's

education

Data obtained from parents on the support they provide on their children's education is
shown in Table 5.11, and from this Table the following are observable on each question

item.

Table 5.11 Responses from parents on parent's support on their children's

education
Extent of parent involvement
Disagree Agree
L
ltem il 2 3 4
Seldom |Sometimes |[Often Most of the
time
f 1% f % f % f %
BC 01 |l support and reinforce the HP |11 /55 |21 [10.5 |17 8.5 |60 299
school's discipline plan so that all
learners can benefit from a good LP |11 (55 |17 (8.5 20 (10 |44 21.9
learning environment.
BC 02 | 1initiate contact with our chiid's P 33166 |23 |[11.6 (28 [14.1|26 131
educator or school administrator rather
than to wait until my child is LP |24 121 |33 [166 |22 |11.1[10 5
experiencing problems
BC 03 |l support our child's learning by HP |9 |46 (13 |66 21 |106|66 [33.3
providing nutritious meals and
adequate time for sieep LP |11 |56 (12 |61 16 (8.1 |50 25.3
BC 04 !l am a model of gocd HP |32 116.1 |31 |1566 |21 |10.6(25 12.6
sportsmanship when atlending school
and community events, LP |25(126 |27 |13.6 |19 |96 (19 |96
BC 05 |linsist that my child exhibit good HP [15(7.8 |21 |108 |19 9.7 |52 |26.7

sportsmanship.
LP [16 8.2 |14 j?.2 26 13332 16.4

BC 06 |l encourage my child to HP |1316.5 (23 (116 |25 (125|149 245
participate in voiunteer projects that
serve the community. LP |9 |45 |18 |9 15 |7.5 |48 24

BC Q7 |l take time to work with my child in HP |26 |13.1 |41 206 |20 [10.1|23 11.6

B P e Pt o
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Extent of parent involvement
Disagree Agree
ltem 1 2 3 4
Seldom |Sometimes |Often Most of the
time
fi% |f % f % |f %
volunteer projects. LP 19]96 |28 146 |10 |5 [31 |15
BC 08 |l stress the importance of HP |6 |3 22 (111 |29 146 51 25.6
| honouring a commitment to my child.
LP |12 6 15 |75 18 [9.1 |46 |23.1
BC 09 || have identified a regutar time and HP [12 |6 10 149 27 [13.3 /61 530.1
place in the home for my child to do
homework. LP |6 |3 10 |49 13 |6.3 |64 31.5
BC10 |l monitor my chiid's homework HP 116 |8 25 (124 |20 |10 |49 24.4
LP |7 |3.5 |21 1105 |17 |85 |46 |229
BC11 |l participate in a read-at-home HP {35(17.7 |27 |13.6 (18 9.1 |28 14.1
programme
LP [11]59 26 |131 |11 |58 |42 |21.2
BC 12 |l insist that my child display a good HP |8 |4 13 |64 24 [119(65 |32.2
work habit.
LP |5 (|25 |14 |69 13 6.4 |60 29.7
BC13 |l am knowiedgeable about what HP |10 |5 17 |85 32 |16.1|48 24.1
tnformation and skills my child
should master at his/ her grade levelin|LP |6 |3 15 |7.5 23 (116|148 |24.1
his/her major subject areas.
BC14 |l ensure that my child attend HP |5 |25 |& 25 10 |49 |90 |44
school regularly and is only absent =
when necessary. LP |4 |3.3 |7 3.4 5 25 |78 38.2
BC15 |l discuss the importance of a good HP |6 |3 9 4.5 17 |85 |78 |39
education with my child.
LP |7 |35 |10 |5 16 |8 |67 285
l;C16 [ work with the educators to HP [26 (129 |30 (149 |23 |11.4|31 15.4
ensure that my child has a positive
e LP (31 [15.4 |27 [134 |16 |79 [18 |89
BC17 |l am aware of my child's academic HP |10 (5 13 |65 |17 |85 |68 |34
strengths and weaknesses.
LP |13|6.5 |16 |8 13 |65 |50 |25
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5.5.3.1.1 Support and reinforcement of school discipline plan

In this question parents werg asked to indicate whether they seldom, somelimes often
or most of the time support and reinforce school's discipline plan. Results are shown in

Table 5,11

According to Table 5.11, 70.6 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
8.8 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicated that they support and
reinforce school's discipline plan most of the time. This indicates that the majority of
parents support and assist the school in the discipline of the learners to make the
learners aware that the schools and parents are working together to ensure that

discipline is maintained throughout.

5.5.3.1.2 Initiate contact with child's educator or school administrator

This question wanted parents to state whether they seldom, sometimes, often or most
of the time initiate coniact with their children's educator or school administraior rather

than wait until the child experiences a problem. Responses are reflected in Table 5.11.

According to Table 5.11, 50.9 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 64
% of the respondents from low pass rate indicated that, they initiate contact with their
children's educators. This indicates that the majority of parents have good contact with

their children's educators.
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5.5.3.1.2 Providing nutritious meals and adeguate time for sleep

This item aimed to find out if respondents do support leaming of their children by
providing nutriicus meals and time for adequate sleep. Parents were required to
respond by selecting any one of the following responses: seidom, sometimes, often and

most of the time. Responses are reflected in Table 511,

Table 511 indicates that 78.8 % of the respondents from high pass rale schools and
74.2 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools, stated that most of the time they
support the learning of their children by providing nutritious meals and adequate time
for sleep. This means that the majority of the parents ensure that the heaith of their
children is their first consideration so that their children are physically healthy and

mentally ready to learmn effectively.

5.5.3.1.4 A model of good sportsmanship when attending school and community

events

This item requested parents 10 indicate whether they are playing role models of good
sportsmanship when attending school and community events. Responses are reflected

in Table 5.11.

As shown in Table 5.11, 57.8 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
57 .8 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicated that they do not act as

role model of good sportsmanship when attending school and community events.

This means that learners may not take sport seriously as the majority of the
respondents do not show interest o sports and may not encourage leamers 1o

participate.
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5.5.3.1.5 Insist that my child exhibits good sportsmanship

(n this question parents from high pass rate schools and parents from low pass rale
schools were requested 10 indicate whether they insist that their children must exhibit

good sportsmanship or nat, Table 5.11 reflects the responges of the parents.

In Table 511, 66.4 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 5.8 % of the
respondents from low pass rate schools indicated that most of the time they insist that
their children should exhibit good sportsmanship. This may encourage learners to

participate in sport.

5.6.3.1.6 Children to participate in volunteer project

This item requested parents to indicate whether they encourage their children (o
participate in volunteer project. Table 5.11 reflects the responses from parents.

According to Table 5.11, 67.3 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 70
% of the respondents from low pass rate schogls stated thal most of the time they
encourage their children to participate in volunteer project. This shows a cammitment of

maost of the parents towards school activilies.

5.5.3.1.7 Parents take time to work with their children in volunteer project

This item requested parents to indicate how often do they wark with their children in

volunteer projects. Table 5.11 reflacts the results of the respondents.

In Table 5.11 680.9 % of the respondents from a high pass rate schools and 53.9 % from
a low pass rate schools indicated that sometimes they take time to work with their
children in volunteer praiects. This may imply that the majarity of parents are not fully

involved in schoo! projects.
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5.5.3.1.8 Parents stress the importance of honouring a commitment to the child

This question asked parents to state whether they stress the importance of honouring a

commitment to their children. Table 5.11 presents the responses.

According to Table 5.11, 74.1 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
70.3 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools, stated that maost of the time they
siress the imporiance of honouring a commitment to their children, to ensure that

children respect their commitment.

5.5.3.1.9 Parents identify regular time and place in the home for the child to do

homework

This item required parents to stale whether they have identified a reqular time and

place in the home (o do homework. Responses are reflected in Table 511

According to Table 5.11, 80.2 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
82.8 % of the respondents from low pass rate schoois stated that they have identified a
regutar time and place in the home for homework. This indicates that the majority of
children have a positive environment for studying and doing homework. This means

that the majority of parents co-operate with the school
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5.5.3.1.10Monitoring a child's homework

This ftem required parents to indicate whether they monitor their children's homework

or not. Table 511 reflects the responses.

tin Table 5.11, 62.7 % of the respondents, from high pass rate schools and 68.2 % of
the respondents from low pass rate schools stated that most of the time they monitor
their children's homework. This means that the majority of the parenis have a positive
attitude towards their children's education and this may encourage co-operation

between parents and educaters.

5.5.3.1.11Parents participate in a read -at -home programme

This gquestion requesied parenits to indicate if they pariicipale in a read-at-home

programme. Tabie 5.11 reflects the results.

According to Table 5.11, 57.4 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
indicate that, they seidom participate in a read-at-home programme, whilst 88.1 % of
the respondents from low pass rate schools, indicated that they participate in & read-at-
nome programme. This means that the majority of parents from low pass rate schools

are invoived in a read-at-home pragrammes than parents from high pass rate schools.

5.5.3.1.12Parents insist that children must display good work habits

This item required parents to indicate whether they insist o their children to display

good working habits or not. Table 5.11 shows the results.

According to Table 5.11,80.8 % of the respondents from high pass rate and 78.3 % of

the respondents from low pass rate schools indicated that most of the time they insist

152


http:5.5.3.1.11

that their children display good work habits. This shows that parents are involved in

moulding their children’'s working habits.

5.5.3.1.13Knowledge about information and skills that the ¢hild should master at

nisfher grade level

This question reguested parents from high pass rate schools and parents from low
pass rate schools to indicate i they are knowledgeable about what informaticn and
skills in the grade level in his/her major subjects the chiid should master. Table 5,11

reflects the responses.

According to Table 8511, 74.8 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
77.2 % of the regpondents from low pass rate schools indicated that most of the time
they are knowledgeabls about what information and skills their children should master

at their grade level.

5.5.3.1.148choo! attendance

This question asked parents o indicate whether they ensure that their children attend
school regularly and are only absent when necessary. Table 5.11 reflects the results of

the respondents.

According to Table 511, 80.9 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
88.2 % of the respondents from low pass rale schools stated that they ensure that their
children attend school regularly and only absent when necessary. This indicates that

the majority of parenis are commitied o their children's school attendance.
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5.5.3.1.15importance of good education

Question BC 15 required parents to indicate whether they discuss the importance of

education with their children. Table £.11 reflects the responses.

86.4 % of the respondents, from high pass rate schools and 81.1 % of the respondents
from low pass rate schools as shown in Table 5.11 indicated that parents discuss the
importance of education with their children. This means that the maiority of parents are

invoived in the discussion of education of their children.

5.5.3.1.16Positive learning experience of the child

This item requested parents to indicate whether they work with educators to ensure that

their children have a positive learning experience. Responses are shown in Table 5.11.

According to Table 5.11, 50.8 % of the respondents from a high pass rate schools and
£0 % of the respondents from low pass rate school!s indicated that they work with the
educators to ensure that their children have a positive learning experience. This may

imply that the majority of parents have a positive relationshin with educators.

5.5.3.1.17 Academic strengths and weaknesses of their chiid

This item required parents from high pass rate schools and low rate schools to indicate
if they are aware of their children's academic sirengths and weaknesses. Responses

are reflected in Table 5.11.

According to Table §.11, 78.7 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
68.5 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicated that they are aware of

their children's academic strengths and weaknesses.
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in summary, the responses obtained from parents on parents’ support towards their
children's education show that the majority of parents support their children's

education.

After a detailed discussion of the resuils of the respondents and the validation of
findings, the next section will deal with the four Likert-type scale on both the actual and

desired parent involvement in the education of their ¢children.

5.6 Responses of parents in the education of their children

After a detailed discussion of the background of parents in section A and B it becomes
necessary to analyse the results of section C. This section consists of 20 guestions.
Fach of these questions wili be analysed individually and where necessary

explanaticns will be made.

The respanses of parents from high pass rate schools and low pass rate schools are
reflected in Table 5.12. The respondents were asked (¢ indicate their opinjons on a four
point Likert-type scale on both the actual and desired parent involvement in the

education of their children.

The scale indicated the following extent of parent involvement;

1 = strongly disagree

2 = disagree

3 = agree

4 = strongly agree
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For discussion purposes, however, responses are dichotomised into no involvement

(strongly disagree and disagree) and there is involvement (agree and strongly agree).

The following abbreviations were used on Table 5.12:

HP = High pass rate schools

LP = Low pass rate schools

Table 5.12 Responses of parents in the education of their children

-

i | 1
]Item Involving aclivity Extent of parent invoivement
Disagree Agree
1 2 3 4
f 1% f %o f (% f %
i
|C 01 |School and parents determine scheol  |HP |11 .5.8 26 [|13.7 |44 l23.2 21 114
policy jointly ‘
LP 6J73.2 19 |10 40 \21.1 23 121
|
|C 02 |Parents receive feedback on their HP |9 |46 31 16 50 |25.8 E 7.7
linputs =
| LP |8 |41 20 1103 |42 (217 |19 |98
C 03 |Parents feel that schools are too HP |8 |4.4 32 175 |43 |235 |14 |77 J
prescriptive
LP |6 (3.3 15 |8.2 —PS 262 |17 9.3 ‘
C 04 |Parents view schools as a place for HP \3 18 8 4.1 31 159 |64 IEB J
children -
LP |4 |205 |3 J1'5 23 |11.8 |59 —[3(13 J
C 05 |Parents are concerned with their HP 14 |2.1 5 2.6 36 [185 |62 |31.8
‘ personal obligations and the education N
L obligations of their children LP (2 |1 F 1.5 34 |17.4 |49 |251
~C 06 |Parents leave education in the hands of |[HP |6 |3 18 (9.1 30 |15.1 |54 (271
1 qualified educators
LP |13 |6.5 8 4 23 \11.6 47 1236
‘C 07 |Parents are sensitive to information HP |3 |16 15 7.9 43 J22.6 41 12186
they receive from school
\ LP (6 (3.2 6 3.2 39 |20.5 37 (195
)l
C 08 |Parents want to discuss their chitdren's |HP |7 |3.6 10 E —BZ 166 (56 |29 \
problems with the school -
LP |8 [3.1 11j5.7 33 171 38 \19.?—~




Item Jlnvo!wng activity Extent of parent involvement
l
J Disagree Agree
ﬁ
1 2 3 4
\ Jf % f % f % f Y%
|
C 09 |Parents feel that their critical ]HP 16 8.1 20 10 32 |16 38 |(19.2
statements about the school may b st
promote their children's performance LP (14 (7.1 11 56 38 |19.2 |29 (147
1 F — __‘___
C 10 |Parents are adequately trained to make |HP |4 TZ 17 |86 52 |26.3 (34 |17.2
'valid contributions to the education of i
their children :
1
===
‘ | LP |4 Jz 6 |3 3 217 |38 1192
r | |
C 11 A negative school climate encourages |HP |19 |9.7 23 |17 |46 r23.5 19 (9.7
|parent involvement —
‘ LP (17 |8.7 18 [9.2 J32 1163 122 (11.2
l 1 _ _
'gu }Parents are a component of the HP |7 (3.8 18 |9.7 J50 ‘27 26 [14.1
| education system — — -+
| LP |3 |16 17 82 45 (243 19 110.3
|C 13 gEducators have been trained in parent lT—IF‘ 10J5'1 22 1.2 |54 |276 |20 |10.2
involvement
| | LP (8 |4.1 9 j4'6 41 20.9J32 16.3
| |
. ﬂJ L
IC 14 |Parents accept the responsibility of HP [0 |0 3 15 4OJ20.2 64 |32.3
their chitdren's education - +
i !LF’ 2 |1 2 1 20 101 6??33.8
‘\15-( Parents want to intrude in educational HP [12 |6.3 26 |13.5 J44 229 (22 |11.5 J
matters ‘ — = -
LP |8 (4.2 10 |52 JSQ 203 (31 |16.2
- t —1_; Jf
|C 16 Messages sent to parents by schools HP [19 (9.9 47 1205 |27 |1441 |11 |57
! ‘are being distorted —
| ILP |8 |42 10 |52 |39 203 J31 16.2 J
| i L [ -
NC 16 |Messages sent to parents by schools ‘HP 19 19.9 47 1205 |27 J14.*& 11 |57 J
are being distorted jj =5
] iLP 19 9.9 23 12 33 |17.2 13 |6.8
’ [
'C 17 |Parents regard school as an [HP 19 |5 28 155 |53 (293 |8 4.4
autonomous institution i ]
l ' ifP g9 |5 17 9.4 36 (199 |21 \11.6
JC 18 |Parents are aware of the ever-changing |HP 16 |3 11 |55 50 |25 41 ‘20.5
nature of education -
JLP 3 15 11 [ss ‘33 J16.5 4d22.5
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Item [lnvolving activity Exient of parent involvement
Disagree Agree »
L |
1 2 3 El -
} I
f J% f % f T% f % |
nattire:of eduaation LP |3 J1.5 11 |ss (33 165 |a5 |225
-+ -
C 19 |Parents want {o be invited to school HP |2 J‘I 9 46 52 |26.4 434]21.8
activities m
! “ LP |4 |2 2 | 33 [168 [52 |26.4
| — | T T 7
C 20 [Parents and school programmes HP |23 {11.7 |39 —\19.8 30 |153 |14 ]7.‘:
ius.ually clash £ 2
| (LP 114 |71 24 12.2 |27 |13.7 (26 J13.2 ‘
N | | J J_ e 1

5.6.1 Determination of school policy

Question CO1 expected parents to either strongly disagree, disagree, agree and
strongly agree to parent involvement in the determination of school policy. Table 5.12

represents the responses of educators.

Table 5.12 (C01) indicates that 64.4 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 71.6 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools accepted the principle that
parents and educators determine school policy jointly, whilst 35.6 % of the respondents
from high pass rate schools and 28.4 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools
disagree with this principle. Table 5.12 thus indicates that some schools do not involve
parents in the determination of school policy while others do involve parents in the

determination of school policy.

5.6.2 Parents receive feedback on their inputs

This question required parents from high pass rate schools and low pass rate schools
to indicate whether they strongly disagree, disagree, agree or strongly agree that

parents receive feedback on their inputs. Table 5.12 (C02) reflects parents responses.
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Table 5.12 indicates that 61.5 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
688.5 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools state that parenis receive
feedback on their inputs whilst 38.5 % cf the respondents from high pass rale schools
antt 31.5 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools state that parents do not

receive feedback on their inputs,

Although parents support the statement, there are parants who feel that they do not
receive feadback on their inputs. Failure of parents o receive feasdback on their inputs

may discourage them from contributing In schoo! affairs,

5.6.3 Parents feel that the schools are too prescriptive

This statement {CO3) expected parents to indicate whether they support the statement

or do not support the statement, Table 5.12 refiects the responses.

In Table 512 {CO3) 358 .8 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 75.65
% of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicated that parents do not perceive
schoois as oo prescriptive, whilst 41.2 % of the respondents from high pass rate
schocls and 24.4 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicated that they

perceive schools as too prescriptive.

The responses of parents from high pass rate schocls and low pass rate schools
stating that they do not feel that schools are too prescriptive may indicate a positive

attitude towards parent involvement in the education of their children.

5.8.4 Parents view schools as a place for children

According to question CO4, parents were o indicate whether they view schools as a

place for children. Table .12 (C04) represents the responses.




Table 512 (C04) shows that89.5 % of the respondents from high pass raie schools and
892.1 % of the respondents from low pass rale schools agree that they view schools as
a place for children, whilst 10.5 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and

7.9 % of the respondents from low pass rate scheools disagree with the statement,

Because children are expected to be taught at school, parents do not see the need o
involve themselves with the schocl. Parents are divorcing themsealves from their rightful
obligation of determining the direction of education together with the school and they

thus do not see the value of being involved in their children issues.

5.6.5 Parents’ concern about personal obligations and education obligations on

their children

According to this guestion {C05) parents should indicate whether they are concermed
with personal ebligations and educational obligations of their children cr not. Table 5.12

{C05) reflects the responses on this guestion.

According to Table 512, 81.6 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and
94.3 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools support the statement, whilst 8.4
% of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 5.7 % of the respondents from
low pass rate schools do not support the statement. This may imply that the majority of
respondents are concerned about personal and educational obligations on their

children.

5.6.6 Parents leave education in the hands of qualified educators

This question {C08) expected respondents to indicate whether parents leave education
in the hands of qualified educators or not. Tabie 512 (C08) represents the responses

of educators.
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According to Table 5.12, 77.8 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 79
% of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that they have left education
of their children on the hands of qualified educators. Parents may assume that they do
not have to be invelved in schocol education because the task of teaching belongs to
educators not to them. The resull of this situstion may be that parenis are not

concerned with what happens to the education of their children.

5.6.7 Parents are sensitive to information they receive from school

According to this question parents were required to indicate whether they are sensitive
to information they raceive from school. Responsas of parents are reflected in Table

512 (CO7).

According to this question CO7 in Table 5,12, 82.4 % of the respondents from high pass
rate schools and 88.4 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools regard
themselves as being sensitive to information received from school, whilst 17.8 % of the
respondents from high pass rate schools and 13.6 % of the respondents from low pass
rale schools disagree with the statement. This indicates that the majority of parents are

sensitive to information received from school,

5.6.8 Parents want to discuss their children's problems with the school

Accarding to this question C08, parents were expected to indicate if they want to
discuss their children's problems with the school. Table 5.12 reflects the responses of

parents towards this question.

Table 5.12 {C08) indicates that 83.8 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 80.7 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools state that they do not want

o discuss their children's problems with the school, whiist 16.6 % of the respondents
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from high pass rate schools and 19.3 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools
state that they want to discuss their children's problems with the schocl. This shows
that the majority of parents do not want to discuss their children's problems with the

school.

5.6.9 Parents' critical statements about the school may promote their children's

performance

According to this guestion {C08) responding parents were expected to indicate whethar
their critical sta tements about the school promote their children's performance. Table

5.12 reflects the responses of parents lowards this question,

Accerding to Table 512 {(C08) 66 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 72.8 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools feel that their critical
statements about the school promote learners performance, whiist 34 % of the
respondents from high pass rate schools and 27.2 % of the respondents from low pass
rate schools feel that their critical statements about the school may do not promote their

children's performance.

5.6.10 Parents are adequately trained to make valid contributions in the

aducation of their children

This guestion {C10) expected responding parents to indicate whether they are
adequately frained to make valid contributions in the education of their children or not.

Table 512 {C10) represents the results.

in Tabie 5.12 {C10) 80.4 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 89 % of
the respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that they are adequately trained to

make valid contributions in the sducation of their children, whilst 18.6 % of the
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respondents from high pass rate schools and 11 % of the respondent from low pass
rate scheools indicate that they are not adequately trained to make valid contnbutions in

the education of their children.

According to this response it is evident that parents will be able o contribute fruitfully
towards the development of education or to understand the preceding in school
meetings. It is alsc evident that most of parents do posses knowledge about how a
school functions and thus can exercise their rights and responsibilities towards the

education of thelr children properly.

5.6.11 Negative school climate encourages parent involvement

This question {C11) required from respondents o indicate whether negative schogl

climate encourages parent involvernent or not. Table 5.12 represents the results.

Table 5.12 {C11) indicates that 60.7 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 80.7 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools siate that negalive school
climate encourages parent involvement. This indicates that when parents notice that
the school climate is not conducive for an effective learning of their children, they
usually see the need to help their children so that their education does not suffer, whilst
39.3 % of the respondents from high pass rate schocls and 39.3 % of the respondents
from low pass rate schools state that negative schoo! climate discourages parent

involvemeant.

5.6.12 Parents are a component of the education system

According to this question (C12) educators were expected to indicate whether they are
a component of the education system or not. Table 512 {(C12) represents the

responses,
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Table 5.12 {C12) shows that 75.2 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 73 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools agree that they are a
component of the education system, whiist 24 8 % of the respondents from high pass
rate schools and 27 % of the respondents from low pass rate schoois feel that they are
not a component of the education system. Thig indicates that parents are involved in

the education of their children,
5.6.13 Educators have been trained in parent involvement

Thiz question (C13} expected respondents to indicate whether parents have been

trained in parent involvement or not. Table 5.12 (C13) represents the results.

According to Table £5.12, 69.5 % of the respondents from hign pass rate schools and
81.1 % of the respondents from low pass raie schools indicate that they are frained in
parent involvement, wnilst 30.5 % of the respendents from high pass rate schools and
18.9 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools state that they are not trained in
parent involvemant, This indicates that the majority of educators have been trained in

parant involvement.
5.6.14 Parents accept the responsibility of their children’s education

According to this question (C14) educalors were expected {o indicate whether they
accept the responsibility of their children’s education or not. Table 5.12 represents the

responses.

According to Table 512 (C14) 97.2 % of the respondenis from high pass rate schools
and 95.6 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools agree that they accept the
responsibility of their children's education. This indicates that the majorily of parents

accept the responsibility for their children's education,




5.6.15 Parents want to infrude in educational matters

This question {C15) expected respondents to indicale whether they want to intrude in

educational matters, Table 5.12 reflecis the results,

Table 512 (C15) shows that 63.5 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 79.5 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools state that they want fo
intrude in educational matters, whilst 38.5 % of the respondents from high pass rate
schools and 20.5 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that they do
not want to intrude in the educational matters, This mean that the majority of parents

want o intrude in the education of their children.

5.6.16 Messages sent to parents by schools are being distorted

Cluestion C16 expectad parents to eithaer agree or disagree with the statement that,

messages sent to school are being distorted. Table 5.812 (016 reflects the results.

Table 512 (C16) indicates that 63.5 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 20.5 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools disagree with the statement,
whilst 365 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 785 % of the
respondents from low pass rate schools feel that messages sent to them by schools
are peing distorted. This indicates that the majority of parents from low pass rate

schools feel that messages sent to them by schools are being distoried.

5.6.17 Parents regard school as an autonomous institution

This guestion C17 expected parents to indicate whathsr they regard school as an

autonomous institution. Table 5.12 (C17} represents the results.
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According to Table 5.12 (C17) 62.2 % of the respondents from high pass rate schoeols
and 68.7 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools state that parents regard
school as an autonomous institution. This means that parents believe that schools are
able {o run their affairs without them, whilst 37.8 % of the respondents from high pass
rate schools and 31.3 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools do not regard

school as an autonomous institution.

5.6.18 Parents are aware of ever-changing nature of education

According to question 18 parents were 10 indicate whether they are aware of the ever-

changing nature of education. Table 5.12 represents the responses.

According to Table 5.12 it shows that parents are aware of the ever-changing nature of
education as indicated by 84.3 % of the respondents from high pass rate scheols and

84.8 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools.

5.6.19 Parents want 1o be invited in schooi activitiss

Question C19 expected parents to indicate whether they want o be invited to school

activities. Table 5.12 (C19] represents the results.

According to this Table it is evident that parents want t¢ be invited to school activities
as indicated by 89.6 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools and 93.4 % of

the respondents from low pass rate schools.

5.6.20 Parents’ and schools' programmes usually clash

This question (C20) expected parenis to indicate whether their and school®

programmes usually clash. Table 5.12 (C20) represents the responses.
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According to Table 512 (C20) 58.5 % of the respondents from high pass rate schools
and 41.8 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools indicate that parents and
schaol programmes do not usually clash, whilst 41.5 % of the respondents from high
pass rate schools and £8.2 % of the respondents from low pass rate schools agree that

parents and school programmeas usually clash.

5.8.21 Conclusion

I this section of the chapter, it Is clear that parent involvement is hindered by:

the socio-economic position of most parents that 1s not sound and the parents who may
assums that the schools are seif-sufficient and that the Slate is looking after their
interests or that the parents are not required to feature in scnool aclivities because the
schocis are autonomous. These factors greatly hamper the purposeful invoivement of

parents in the education of their children.

After a detailed discussion of the results of the respondents and the validation of the
findings in this empilrical research, the next section will deal with the interpretation of
the relationshins in response between the educators and parents from high pass rate

schools and low pass rate schools.

5.7 INTERPRETATION OF THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE EDUCATORS

AND PARENTS RESPONSES IN PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCATION

After a detailed discussion of the responses of parents in the education of their children
in section C, it becomas necessary to analyse the differences between i-tesiresults of
the educators and parents towards parent involvement in the education of their
children. Each question will be analysed individually and where necessary explanation

witl be made.
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in this research the following siatistical technigues were used o evaluate the
differences between the resulls of educators and parents responses in parent

involvement in the ecucation of children:

A test was performed to determine whether statistically significant differences existed
petween the responsas of educators ang parents. For those questions where
statistically significant differences were found (p < 0,05), the effect size (or practical

significance ) of those differences were determined.

According to the theary on effect size {Cohen, 1888) a d-value of more than 0.2
indicates a small difference between two groups, a d-value of more than 0.5 indicates a
medium size difference, while a large difference exists where the d-value is larger than

0.8.

In Table 5.13 the d-values (practically significant differences) were determined for all

questions where a p-vaiue of less than .05 was found.

The responses of parents and educators from high pass rate schools and low pass rate
schools are reflected in Table 5.13.
in Table 5.13 following abbreviations were used.

E = Educators

P = Parents
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Table 5.13 The t-test results between educators and parents responses on

parent involvement in education of children

ltem | involving activity |t-test results ]
Mean [N NStd.Deﬂp Tt-vaiue d-value
—
C 01 |School and parents determine school [P 2.8 190 (0.9
policy jointly L0.3 [1 A
E |27 |76 |1 !
i
C 02 [Parents receive feedback on their P JZ.? 1194 ]0.9
inputs 01 |19
E |3 76 0.9 J
C 03 |Parents feel that schools are too P (28 183 [0.8 0.3 ]
prescriptive 00 |22 ‘
E |25 76 0.8
| |
C 04 |Parents view schools as a place for P |35 [195 (0.8 5 l
children [ 0.0 1|35 |
LE 31 {76 |07 L ’
C 05 |Parents are concerned with their P [35 [195 |07 ] 1 ‘
personal obligations and the education 0.0 18
obligations of their children E 25 76 09 .
t b
C 06 |Parents leave education in the hands of [P |3.2 _] 199 |1 -0.4
qualified educators | 0.0 |-29 |
E Ia.5 76 0.6
C 07 |Parents are sensitive to information P |32 |190 1038 06
they receive from school [ 00 |49
]E ’2.6 76 |09
C 08 |Parents want to discuss their children's [P [3.2 [183 l&g ' |
problems with the school | 00 |66 |09 |
E Ea 76 ro.g i
I _
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Item Mean ]N LStd.Dev P t-vafuejd-value
C 09 |Parents feel that their critical P 129 (198 |1
statements about the school may
promote their children's performance 0.6 |06
E |28 |76 To.g ;
C 10 |Parents are adequately trained to make [P (3.2 |198 (0.8
valid contributions to the education of i
their children [ 00 |64 0.8
E 125 |75 |09 |
C 11 |A negative school climate encourages [P 126 (196 |1
parent involvement
04 08
IE (2.5 76 1 j ]
| X
C 12 |Parents are a component of the P |3 185 (0.8
education system
0.3 (-1.1
E |31 |74 |09 |
e
C 13 [Educators have been trained in parent |P 2.9 196 0.9
involvement ’
00 j2.5 0.3
B |
E (26 |76 |1 g
C 14 |Parents accepl the responsibility of P |36 198 (0.6
lheir children's education
0.0 j128 1.3
[
E 124 |76 1
—
C 15 |Parents want to intrude in educational |P 128 |192 {0.9
matters
00 (44 0.6
PR G |
E 123 s |1 ! .
C 16 |Messages sent to parents by schools (P (2.4 192 (09 I
are being distorted )
06 [-06
|
E LZA L?S 0.9
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C 17 |Parents regard school as an P {27 (181 0.9
autonomous institution
, 09 |-0.2

L

C 18 |Parents are aware of the ever-changing(P (3.2 (200 |0.8
nature of education

0.0 (7.3 0.8

C19 Parents want to be invited to school P (34 197 |07
activities

C 20 |Parents and school programmes

usually clash

J__L E LQA

5.7.1 The comparison between educators and parents perception towards the

extent of parent involvement in the education of children

This part of the study handles the differences between educators and parents

perception towards the extent of parent involvement in the education of children.

Table 5.13 reflects the differences in the response of educators and parents with
reference to their perception towards the extent of parent involvement in the education

of children.
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5.7.1.1 Parents view schools as a place for children

It appears that in Table 5.13, {C 04 ) that there is a siatistical difference between

parents and educators in that parents view schools as a place for children.

Because children are expected to be taught at school, parents do not see the need to
involve themselves with the school In this way parents are divorcing themselves from
thelr rightful obligation of determining the direction of education tegether with the school

and they thus do nof see the of being involved in their children issues.

5.7.1.2 Parents are concernad with their personal obligations and the education

obligations of their children

From the findings in this study, it has been revealed in Table 813 ( C 05 ) that there is
a large practical significant difference {d=1) between parents and educators. Parents
differ practically significant from educators on a large scale because parents feel that
they are concerned about their personal obligations and the education obligations ¢f
their children whilst the educators feel that parents are not concemed about their

personal obligations and the education obligations of their children.
5.7.1.3 Parentis are sensitive io Information they receive from school

It appears in Table 5.13 (C07) that there is a medium practically significant difference
(d=0.6} between parents and educaters in a large scale, because parents regard
themselves as being sensitive 1o information recaived from school whilst educators

regard parents as being insensitive to information received from school.
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5.7.1.4 Parenis want {o discuss their children’s problems with the school

It became apparent in Table .13 { C 08 ) that parents and educators differ practically
significant (d=0.9) because parents do ncl want to discuss their chiidren's problems
with the school This problem has come aboul as a resull of parents’ conviction that
educators are adequately gualified to handle all educational affairs without parental
assistance, or parents may be unaware that they have to feature in schools whenever

there are problems affecting their children,

5.7.1.5 Parents are adequately trained to make valid contribution in the

education of their children

Table 513 { C 10 ) reflects that parents and educators differ practicaily significant to a
large extent (d=0.8) as parents indicated that they are adequately trained to make valid
contributions in the education of their children whilst educators feel that parents are not

adequalely trained to make valid contributions in the education of their children.

5.7.1.6 Parents accept the responsibility of their children’s education

It appears in Table 513 { C14 ) that there is a large practical significant difference
(d=1.3) between parents and educalors in a larger scale because parents regard
themselves as being responsible to their children's education, whilst educators regard

parents as irresponsible towards their children’s education.

5.7.1.7 Parents want to intrude in educational matters

Table 5,13 { C15 ) reveals that there is a medium practical significant difference (d=0.8)

between parents and educators. Although parents believe that school education is the
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sphere of educators, they also indicated that they want to infrude in educational

matiers.

From the findings in this study it has been indicated that educators disagres with the
statement, their perception is that parents do not want o intrude in educationat matters,

whilst parents agree that they want to intrude in educational matters.

Literature study indicates that these parents who do not get involved in school activities
are in most cases not well educated and thus view their involvement as an intrusion in

schoo! afairs {Litsie, 1984 ; 42}

5.7.1.8 Parents are aware of ever-changing nature of education

Tabie 513 (C 18) indicates that there is a large practical significant difference (d=0.8)
between parents and educateors with reference to parents awareness of the ever-
changing nature of education. Parents indicated that they are aware of the ever-
changing nature of education, whilst educators indicated that parents are not aware of
the ever-changing nature of education. This means that parents are expected 1o cope

with the changing nature of their children’s education to their children.

5.7.1.8 Parents want to be invited to school activities

According to Table 513 ( C18 ) it is evident that there is a practical significant
difference of medium size (d=0.7) between parents and educators. This Table shows
that parents are willing fo be invited in school activities, though in reality they do not get

invited by the school educators to these activities.
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5.8 Conclusion

This chapter enabled the researcher to have a general view concerning perceptions of
educators and parents about parent involvement in the education of their children in the

MNorth West Province in the district of Polchefstroom,

The personal particulars of educators and parents gave the researcher the stand from

which issues could be evaluated most objectively.

This chapter briefly oullined the findings of the empirical research that was initiated in
order to determine the nature of parent involvement in the education of their children, to
compare how parents and educators perceive parent invoivement, and to determine the
reasons of lack of parent involvement in the education of their children, as these having
been identified before hand in the literaturs study. It has been found in this study that
the findings that were identified could not be generalised as each school was peculiar
and unique. Some schools are not experiencing all the problems that have been
identified, while others have acute problems. It has also been found that while the
majority of problems could be ascribed o socio-economic related issues, others have

been created by the schools due to the educators’ attitude or overpopulated schools.

it has however been found that the following problems seemed to be experienced by

the majority of school educators:

s Farents failed to get involved in schocl aclivities due o lack of time. This factor of

time could be ascribed to the school and home programmes that clash.

» Another evident problem is that some schools, especially those in 2 low socio-

aconomic status have higher learner populations. The educators in such schools do
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not have adeguate ime to draw parents’ attention to school issues and it may be

that they are preoccupied with other matters that do not concern parents.

It has been vividily indicated in this study that parents have various misconcegtions
about the education of their children. Farents have come to believe that school
education is the sphere of educators and thus that their presence as parents could
be regarded as an intrusion. Parents also belleve that they do not have to feature in

school activities because the school is a place concerned oniy with children.

it became apparent in this study that most parents do not see discussing their
problems with the school as being meaningful. This misconception has come about
as a result of parents’ conviction that the school educators are adequately gualified

to handle all educationa! affatrs without parental  assistance.

Although parents are not involved in the education of their children the findings
revealed that the maiority of parents want 1o be involved in the education of their
children. The differences belwesan parents and educators in the way they see parent
involvement could contribute to lack of parent involvement in the education of their

children.

It is apparent that parents from low socig-economic group may have difficulties in
featuring m school activities due to unhealthy socio-economic factors and fear that
they may be required to contribute financially to schools. These parenis assume
that they do not have to get involved in school activities because the State builds
schools, provides teaching equipment and funds education. Parents therefore are
driven away from school because they are unable to meet all the requirements of

the school
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s Lastly, parents in low socio-economic status fail to aitend schoo! meetings due to
the fact that they are afraid to come to school because they think that they may be

asked to contribute financially or otherwise.

Matters such as changing community demographics, unemployment i1ssues, the high
divorce rate, single parenthood and other social changes, greatly affect the

nreparedness of parents to be involved in school activities,

After an empirical investigation in which the theoretical principles, the identified
problems were verified, the next chapter will be devoted to the conclusions,

recommendations and summary.

177





