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RESUME 

The historical past of Krugersdorp dates back to the pre-historic period of the 

Australopithecus Africanus and the stone- and Iron Age communities of the present 

Krugersdorp region. At the time the first white pioneers settled in this region in the 

nineteenth century, the area was unoccupied. The Batswana people fled from the 

region during the period of the Difaqane to settle. west from Krugersdorp, near the 

present town ofRustenburg. 

Two major events in the late nineteenth century lead to the establishment of the town 

Krugersdorp in 1887. The first event was linked to the British annexation of the oid 

Transvaal Republic in 1877 and the public gathering of the Boer people on the farm 

Paardekraal in 1881. The Boers took a solemn oath and decision to restore their 

independence and freedom by stacking a cairn. This cairn played an important role in 

the location of the newly established town. The role of the cairn and the annual 

national festivals at the Paardekraal Monument, which was erected over the original 

cairn, in the development of Afrikaner nationalism and the social-cultural activities of 

the Afrikaans speaking community gives significance to the national assembly of 

1881 in the history ofKrugersdorp. 

The discovery of gold on the Witwatersrand in the early 1880's was the second event 

that had an influence on the establishment of Krugersdorp. The proclamation of the 

farms Paardekraal and Luipaardsvlei as public diggings in 1886 necessitated the 

establishment of a town to serve the newly proclaimed gold fields. On the request of 

the owner of the farm Paardekraal, M. W. Pretorius, the new town was named 

Krugersdorp after the president of the South African Republic (Zuid-Afrikaansche 

Republiek), Paul Kruger. The first stands in Krugersdorp were sold by public auction 

on 31 October 1887. The early developments ofKrugersdorp were overshadowed by 

the political turmoil over the political rights of the many foreigners on the gold fields 

of the Witwatersrand. The turmoil resulted in the Jameson Raid (1896), in which 

Krugersdorp played a significant part. 

The discovery of gold and the influx of people from all over the world to the 

Witwatersrand contributed to the multi-cultural population that characterized 

Krugersdorp since its early days. Krugersdorp developed within a few decades from 

a public digging to a major mining town and industrial node on the West Rand. 
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Where the mining industry formed the basis of the economic development of the 

town, it was the industrial development that sustained the economy of Krugersdorp 

from the 1940's. The Jewish and Indian traders played an important role in sustaining 

commercial development in the Central Business District (CBD) of the town. The . 

economic role of the black people in the economy of the town was limited to that of 

a labour force, both to the gold mines and the industrial enterprises. The economic 

development from an agricultural to a mining and industrial economy demanded the 

development of various industrial sites and a higher standard of municipal services 

provided to the industries, as well as to the communities. 

Krugersdorp was declared as a municipality in 1903. The institution of transitional 

local councils in 1993 ended the period of white domination in municipal 

management. During the period 1903 to 1993 non-white people had little or no say 

in municipal matters or in the way the town developed. The national political 

segregation of the population into ethnic groups, contributed to the discrimination 

exercised by the municipal management with regard to the development of residential 

areas, the provision of infrastructure and services provided to the Black, Indian and 

Coloured communities in Krugersdorp. The white population benefited from the 

provision of infrastructure, services provided and the way in which the municipality 

was managed. The fact that the white population receives more attention in the thesis 

underlines the imbalances in the municipal management and the spatial development 

of Krugersdorp into zones for specific population groups. The social-cultural 

development of the town was influenced by the spatial development of Krugersdorp 

into zones for higher and lower income groups, with the poorest of the poor on the 

periphery of the municipal area. Urbanization influenced the social-cultural life of all 

the people in Krugersdorp. The transformation from a rural environment to an urban 

environment confused and disrupted the intellectual, religious, economic and family 

life of each individual. 

The social-cultural activities of the population stood in the shadow of the national 
-

political policies and the segregation of the people according to nice, colour, religion 

and language. The so-called supremacy of the white race dominated the social­

cultural development ofKrugersdorp. The influx of people from all over the world to 

the Krugersdorp gold fields and the British victory in the South African War ( 1899-

1902), contributed to the strong British colonial character of the cultural activities of 
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the white population during the first decades in the history of the town. The 

unfolding of Afrikaner culture gathered momentum in the 1920's with the 

development of a national awareness of own values and Afrikaner nationalism. The 

opportunities for organized cultural activities in the Black, Indian and Coloured 

communities were limited by a lack of facilities and the perception, mainly from the 

white population, that the culture, customs, belief and artifacts of these communities 

were primitive or barbaric. The intrinsic values of the cultural activities of the Black, 

Indian and Coloured communities were not recognized as part of the national 

heritage. The Black, Indian and Coloured communities were very poor. In their 

struggle for survival in the urban economy of Krugersdorp, they lack initiatives from 

within for cultural development. 

The thesis gives an overview of municipal management, the development of an 

infrastructure and residential areas and the rendering of municipal services in 

Krugersdorp in the period 1903-1993. Analysis of the social-cultural development of 

the town in the same period includes the social economic development of 

Krugersdorp, festivals, performing arts, sport and sport facilities, religion, education, 

crime and judicial services. Cultural diversity was expressed in social life, cultural 

organizations, tradition and cultUral activities. 
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Seehoff se "Magaliesberg Tabak", in Humanstraat met 'n vrag 
tabak van Hekpoort wat wag om afgelaai te word, ca.191 0. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 282. 
Die winkel van M.M. Dadoo op die hoek van Mark- en 
Kommissarisstraat, 193 5. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 1983. 
Bakkery van George Norton, 1909. Die eerste 
"masjiengemaakte" brood is deur Norton in 1905 gebak. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 267. 
George Norton in "fancy dress" vir die hal in die Royal George 
V rymesselaarsaal, 193 8. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, F oto 65 7. 
Gladys Norton in "fancy dress", 1938. Dans was 'n baie gewilde 
sosiale byeenkoms in Krugersdorp. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 656. 
Die Burgemeester se jaarlikse Welsynsbal in die Krugersdorp 
Stadsaal, 1954. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 1546. 
Eileen Manners ontvang 'n meriete toekenning van die president 
van die Krugersdorp Rotary Club, 1972. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 1717. 
MOTH-parade by die senotaaf op Wapenstilstanddag, 1958. 
lvfuseum, Krugersdorp, Foto 1545. 
Die Royal George Vrymesselaarsaal in Ockersestraat, 1908. 
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Foto no.63 

Foto no.64 

Foto no.65 

Foto no.66 

Foto no.67 

Foto no.68 

Foto no.69 

Foto no.70 

Foto no.71 
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Foto no.72 

Foto no.73 

Foto no.74 

Foto no.75 

Foto no.76 

Foto no.77 

Foto no.78 

Foto no.79 

Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 539. 
Caledoniese spele op die Wanderers, 1947. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, F oto 17 61. 
Bokstoernooi aangebied deur die Krugersdorp-Wes Seunsklub, 
1946. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 1626. 
Die Paardekraalmonument, 1910, het 'n belangrike rol in die 
kultuuraktiwiteite van die Afrikaner gespeel. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Poskaart 6. 
Genl. Louis Botha aan die woord by die Paardekraal Volksfees, 
16 Desember 1916. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 346. 
F.G.A. Wolmarans as "Paul Kruger" tydens die Paardekraal 
Volksfees, 16 Desember 1938. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 1802. 
Aandagtig word geluister na toesprake tydens 'n Krugeraand, 10 
Oktober 1959. V.l.n.r K. Schieke, J.J. van Tonder, L.Lessing. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 1547. 
Aankoms van koninklike gaste in Krugersdorp, 194 7. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 1981. 
Die Krugersdorp Town Band het gereeld uitvoerings m 
Kroningspark gegee, 1911. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 1387. 
Skole toneelfeeste, 1960. Toneelfeeste onder Ieiding van die 
Krugersdorp Munisipale Drama en Operavereniging was baie 
gewild. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 1602. 

Die Krugersdorp Wanderers Sportgronde, 1908. Middelpunt van 
'n verskeidenheid sportsoorte in Krugersdorp. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, F oto 681. 
Die Krugersdorp Pirates Rugbyspan, 1893. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 681. 
Krugersdorp Whippet Club, 1905. Honderesies was na die 
eeuwending _baie gewild in Krugersdorp. 
Museum, Kntgersdorp, Foto 705. 
Atletiekbyeenkoms, Krugersdorp Wanderers, 1961. V erskeie 
nasionale atletiekbyeenkomste is in Krugersdorp aangebied. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 1610. 
Perderesies op die Millsite-renbaan, 1904. Perderesies was 'n 
gewilde sport onder sowel Engels- as Afrikaanssprekende 
inwoners. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 2047. 
Lede van die Krugersdorp Gholf Klub voor klubhuis, 1913. Die 
Gholf Klub was oos van Kroningspark gelee. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 1177. 
Die Sewende "Hill Climb" is in April 1960 aangebied onder die 
sportkode van die Federation Internationale de' Automobile. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 1538. 
"Go-cart" resies, 1961. Motors port het 'n hoogtepunt m 
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Foto no.80 

Foto no.81 

Foto no.82 

Foto no.83 

Foto no.84 

Foto no.85 

Foto no.86 

Foto no.87 

Foto no.88 

Foto no.89 
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Foto no.90 

Foto no.91 

Foto no.92 

Foto no.93 

Foto no.94 

Hoofstuk 11 
Foto no.95 

Foto no.96 

Krugersdorp in die sestigerjare bereik. 
Museum, Kmgersdorp, Foto 1548. 

Die St. Peter's Anglikaanse Kerk is in 1905 in gebruik geneem. 
Die kerkgebou is ontwerp deur Herbert Baker. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 2128. 
Our Lady of the Rosary Rooms Katolieke Kerk m 
Luipaardstraat, 1958. 
Museum, Kmgersdorp, Foto 2230. 
St. Mary's Mission Church van die Rooms Katolieke Kerk in 
Munsieville, 1911. 
Museum, Kmgersdorp, Foto 2232. 
Lidmate van die N. G. Sendingkerk in Munsieville, 1911. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 307. 
Die N.G. Moederkerk in Kerkstraat, ca.1930. Die kerkgebou is 
in 1892 in gebruik geneem. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 2129. 
Die (eerste) Gereformeerde Kerk in Premierstraat, 1904. 
Museum, Krugersd01p, Foto 733. 
Die Nederduitch Hervormde Kerk op die hoek van Kruger- en 
Presidentstraat is ontwerp deur Gerhard Moerdyk, 193 5. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 729. 
Die kerkgebou van die Heilsleer in Markstraat, 1911 . 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 741. 
Die ou Joodse Sinagoge in Burgerstraat, 1903-1968. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 740. 
Die Burgershoop Moskee het in 1946 die oorspronklik 
sinkgebou vervang. 
Museum, Kmgersdorp, Foto 04. 

Leerlinge en leerkragte van die Grundlinghskool, 1901-1902. 
Museum, Kmgersdorp, Foto 1448. 
Die St. Ursula Klooster en skool, 1929. Die skool is ontwerp 
deur die argitekte Cowin, Power en Ellis. 
Museum, Kmgersdorp, Foto 2001. _ 
Huis van Joseph Tutu, vader van Aartsbiskop Desmond Tutu, in 
Munsieville. 
Museum, Kmgersdorp, Foto 05. 
Die Town School op die hoek van Fontein- en 
Kommissarisstraat, 1906. Die gebou is vandag bekend as die 
Jack Smiedt-gebou. 
Museum, Kmgersdorp, Foto 1754. 
Ingebuikneming van die Hoerskool Monument, 15 September 
1934. 
Museum, Kmgersdorp, F oto 1601. 

Die eerste Standard Bank-gebou wat m 1889 beroof is van 
£2000 in kontant en goud. 
Museum, Kmgersdorp, Foto 269. 
Die Krugersdorp-tak van die Standard Bank in Humanstraat is in 
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Foto no.97 

Foto no.98 

Foto no.99 

1977 in die opspraakwekkende "tonnelroof' van ongeveer R1 
miljoen beroof 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 1834. 
Offisiere van die ZARP in Krugersdorp, 1896. Luitenant Sarel 
Eloff sit in die middel voor. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 1323. 
Die "Vryheid van Krugersdorp" is in 1986 aan die Suid-: 
Afrikaanse Polisie toegeken. Die burgemeester, Raadslid G.P. · 
Visser is saam met Lt. -genl. H. G. de Witt op die podium. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 1962. 
Die ou Landdrosgebou in Kommissarisstraat, 1892. Die gebou is 
ontwerp deur Zietske Wierda, die ZAR staatsargitek. Die 
Krugersdorp Museum word vandag in die gebou gehuisves. 
Museum, Krugersdorp, Foto 1321. 

x:x 



LYSVANKAARTE 

Kaart No. Beskrywing 

1 Fossielvindplekke in die Krugersdorp-omgewing .... . 

2 Krugersdorpdistrik, 1900 ... .............. . ............ .. . 

3 Ontdekking van goud in die Krugersdorp-omgewing .. 

4 Krugersdorpse goudveld met aangrensende plase, 
1895-1896 ............... ........... . .. .... .. . ... .. . ........ . 

5 Jameson-inval 1896: Roete om Krugersdorp ........... . 
6 Veldslae waaraan Krugersdorp-kommando onder 

genl. J.C. Kemp in die Wes-Transvaal deelgeneem 
het, 1899-1902 .... ....... .. .............. ...... ........... . 

7 Krugersdorp 1904-193 9 ........ . ......................... . 

8 Uitleg van munisipale hostel, 1951: Lewisham 
lokasie ................... ................. .. ............... . . . 

9 Groepgebiede in die PWV -gebied ..... .. ....... .. ....... . 

10 Krugersdorp Munisipale area, 1970 ... .................. . 




