











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































L]

- 221 -

genuine belief) in order to explain and expound cert:
doctrines and rituals, The Holy Grail is, then, a
wonder-working relic much as so many other relics of

the middle ages.

2. Origin in Celtic Mythology: Cprosed to

this view is the opinion so widely held which sees tt
origins of the Crail in a Christianized version of 1tk
more primitive Cauldron of fruitfulness and plenty of
early Celtic legend, The chief exponents and champi
of this view are the folklorists Alfred Nutt(l) and
John Rh¥s.

The latter discusses and analyses the subje

fully in Chapter XIII of his Studies in the Arthurian

Legend, and gives many plausible arguments by his usw
means of ingenious philological and etymological reas
ing. We cannot, unfortunately, enter here into his
analysis (which seems to me wither® doudt the most
logical and correct exposition of the matter).  The
curious reader must himself go to the original Rhysia:
fount. We must be content with one guotation which

would seem to go far to clinchirng the matter -

(1) I was unable to sccurc his large work Studies on
the Legend of the Holy Grail.
A third theory, discuszed by Bruce (I pp. 2
- 289), that the origins of the Holy Grail legend
are to be found in the ritual connccted with a
heathen cult of the Vegetation spirit, as advance
by W.A. Nitze and Dr. J.L. Weston, is in my opin:
altogether to esoteric and far-fetched, and may |
ignored. One may just as well contend that from
external correspondence in shape the {bleeding)
lance and the grail are symbols of the male and 1
male organs of generation, and see in the whole
matter the survival of some repulsive pagan sexw
rites and then build up an imposing structure of
arguments and proofs to support the theory, or al
other equally wild. (See below Ch, XII}), and cf
Jessie L. Weston: The Quest of the Holy Grail,
London, Bell & Sons, 1913,





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































