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PREFACE 

The number of those who have contributed, in one way or another, to 

this work are too many to mention. They include colleagues and stud-

ents, friends, fellow church members, and family, including my parents 

who have not lived to see this work fulfilled. Any human work of 

significance, it seems to me, is always in a certain sense a communal 

product to which many have contributed in many, sometimes unseen, 

ways. In this case, however, there are some who must be mentio~ed more 

specifically. 

First there is the Christian community of Potchefstroomse 

Universiteit vir Christelike Hoer Onderwys whose support has been so 

freely given; especially members of the administration who have con-

sistently· shown consideration, patience and understanding, and the 

members of the Philosophy Department who have given warm encouragement 

and constructively critical interaction. 

My promoter, Professor N.T. (Theo) van der Merwe, through much 

personal trial and difficulty, has given invaluable support with con-

structive criticism and advice, constant encouragement and stimulus 

and a quality of Christian friendship that is invaluable. 

The personnel of the Centre international d'Epistemologie genetique 

and the Fondation Archives Jean Piaget at the Universit~ de Gen~ve 

gave me and my wife the warmest of welcomes and every assistance 

during two months spent there in research. The secretary of the 

Centre, Sylvain Dionnet must be mentioned in particular for all he did 

beyond the call of duty. 



Then there is my wife, Joy, who has been in e very best sense of the 

word my partner with me in this work, not only contributing her unique 

gifts toward its presentation, but standing with me in constant 

encouragemnt and support throughout. 

Finally while, for reasons that I give in the appendi x, I have 

deliberately written the ma i n text of this work as an exercise in 

philosophy without employing the terminology of Christian faith, it 

has been pursued throughout as an exercise of faith. I have been 

conscious constantly of the grace of God given in Jesus Christ with me 

as I have laboured over it. Whatever there is of worth in what I have 

written is the fruit of that grace. 
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