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INTRODUCTION 

Thomas Jefferson's importance in American history is 

not only due to his having been President but also to the 

part he played in Revolutionary Times, not as a soldier or 

war Governor, but as the author of the famous Declaration 

of Independence. In this, other works and in his actions 

he was largely guided by certain fixed principles, yet, in 

the words of the historian Beard: "Jefferson never wrote 

anything approaching a treatise on government or political 

science, and his philosophy of politics, must, therefore, 

be sought ai~ong his letters and public papers. In many 

ways this must be an unsatisfactory method of procedure, 

for these scattered documents were written for varying pur­

poses and directed to particular circumstances, so that 

there are among them many contrad ictions, both real and 

apparent." l) 

Our aim i s thus to investigate Jefferson's main 

thought and to produce a statement of the political 

principles that guided him. As his philosophy was to a 

great extent a reflection of contemporary American thought 

it will be necessary to menti on some of those stirring 

events in which he played a part. Some details of his life 

will not be out of place not only because the influences 

on his philosophy will thereby be revealed, but also be­

cause actions often speak louder than words ~ what he did 

will reveal his thought . 

By such a study we will gain a better insight into 

the philosophy of the Declaration, which is without doubt 

one of the greatest documentary claims for freedom in the 

world. It is at any rate so regarded in America. This, 

however, is not the only i mportance of our study. 

1) 1'The Economic Orig:i_p.s of Jeffersonian :pemocracy" p. 415. 
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Jefferson was the first great leader of the Republican 

Party, (now the Democratic Party), and it will be of in­

terest to any student of American politics to have the 

principles which first guided that party set out. 

Much has already been written on Thomas Jefferson, 

his life as War Governor of Virginia, his experiences as 

United States Ambassador to France, and his successes and 

failings as third Pr esident. Such works have, however, 

been largely of a historical nature in which his political 

philosophy was an inci dental, if mentioned at all. I have 

been able to discover no work in which his philosophy was 

the dominant consideration. This is, perhaps, because of 

his i mp ortant role on the stage of American History where 

his acts overshadowed his thoughts. Hofstadter has even 

gone so far as to say, 11He never attempted a systematic 

book of political theory - which was well, because he had 

no system." 2 ) 

The problem in discovering the political philosophy 

of Thomas Jefferson is excellently summarised by Beard in 

the passage quoted above. Yet his philosophy can only be 

discovered and set out by a study of his public papers 

and those private letters which contained references to 

and comments upon his political thought and the events of 

his time. Unlike Locke, he wrote no Treatises of Govern­

ment and so the main threads of thought contained in his 

"Notes on Virginia, Summary View, and Declaration of In­

dependence," must form our main sources. These can be 

supplemented by the statutes he prepared, liis Inaugural 

Messages, his Annual Messages to Congress and his other 

papers. 

To unders t and the man and his revolutionary philosophy, 

it i s perhaps essentia l to know s omething of the times in 

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER



-3-

which he lived and of his own life. In many respects 

these form the background to his philosophy which is a 

reflection of his times. A brief account of the main 

events and currents in America from the Peace of Paris 

till the end of Jefferson's second term as president 

will thus be given. 
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CHAPT~R I 

THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

In 1763, by the Peace of Paris, England was supreme in 

North America east of the Mississippi River. Besides Canada 

in the North, and the West Indian Islands, she controlled 

thirteen colonies on the east coast of America. These thir­

teen colonies were divided into three main groups owing to 

agricultural differences. 

From Maryland southward it had become clear that profit 

lay only in raising one staple crop while in the north 

owing to different soil and climate, many crops could be 

planted. The result of this was that great landed estates 

tended to develop especially in the south. Slavery and 

large estates develop a sense of mastery and leadership in 

the owners and in such colonies as South Carolina, Virginia 

and Maryland the upper classes tended to be the landed 

gentry. In these colonies the staple crop was tobacco. 

Falling between the Southern and Northern colonies was 

a middle group consisting of Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 

New York. Here there were less slaves, tobacco fields and 

large estates. Farms were smaller and the beginnings of 

manufacture, especially of iron, were apparent. 

The Northern, or New England colonies such as Massa­

chusetts, New Hampshire, Connecticut and Rhode Island 

suffered from the handicaps of poorer soil and harsher 

weather. When it became clear that farming would be un­

profitable, many turned to overseas trade, one of the most 

profitable branches of which was the importation of slaves 

for use in the West Indies and the Southern colonies. 

Possessing no rich natural resources but fish, the colonists 

in the north had to depend largely on profit from their 

commercia l undertaki ngs . 
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-5-

Yet in spite of these three main groupings of the 

colonies, the main economic activity tended to be farming. 

According to the census of 1800, the United States con­

tained about 5,300,000 persons of whom about a fifth 

were slaves. There were about four and a half million 

free whites of whom under a million were adult males. For 

the most part the land was still untamed with strips of 

cultivated land between the forests. More than two thirds 

of the people were within fifty miles of the coast and at 

least nine colonists out of ten dug their living from the 

soil, even in commercial New 2ngland. 

The small farmer, whose numbers formed the majority 

of colonists, held a typical farm of from a hundred to 

two hundred acres. There was no crop rotation and the 

system of fallow fields prevailed. The farm was essential­

ly a family unit and the farmer was closely tied to his 

family, all of whom had to be industrious. Labour was dif­

ficult to procure and so practically all the work was done 

by the farmer and his sons. 

folk helped in the fields. 

In emergency even the women­

Such a farmstead was largely 

self-sufficing, an example being that most of the clothing 

was made by the people themselves. A spinning wheel and 

hand-loom were to be found in every home while even dying 

was done with native barks. These small farmers, sub­

stantial and energetic though perhaps poor, were the back­

bone of all the colonies. 

Social distinctions depended largely upon wealth and 

the Upper classes· of the north were the successful merchants 

and traders while those in the south were the owners of 

large estates and plantations. 

In every colony the government consisted of a governor, 

his council and an assembly representing the freemen. The 

Assembly had full ri ght to impose taxes and vote laws and, 
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-6-

though its laws could be veto ed by the Governor or the 

Crown, it possess ed the actual political power in the 

colony concern ed. By supervising t he expenditure and 

threaten ing to withhold t h e governor' s s alary, many as­

semblies had expanded their politica l powers to a great 

extent. In two colon ie s , Rhode Island and Connecticut, 

the governor was even chosen by the freemen but in the 

others either by the Crown or the hereditary proprietor 

to whom the charter of the colony had been granted. 

I n reality there was no effective i mperial control. 

Although t he Crown seeme d to have large powers such as 

those to establish provinces or annul l aws, nearly all 

colonia l off icials except t he customs officers were 

dependent upon the assembli e s which controlled their 

salaries. Till 17 63 the powers of the ass emblies had de ­

veloped till the colonie s were practically republican in 

charac ter . 

The difference between the colonies and England was 

farther accentuat ed by religi on . The great majority of 

colonists were di ss ent ers 1 Congre gational, Presbyterian , 

Reformed , Bapt is ts or members of other s ect s while in 

England the controlling s oci a l classes accepted the estab­

lished church a s part of the Constitution . In colonies 

like Pennsylvania c omple te r eligi ous f re edom was enjoyed. 

The colonists s eemed to have a dual loya lty, one 

conventional and traditional to the Crown and the other 

to their actual homes, the co l oni es. This local patriotism 

was evidenced by the persistent struggle against the 

govern ors, the r epresentatives of English authority. 

2xternal affairs were s olely under English control 

and centred chiefly round trade . The tradi tional British 

policy was mercant ili sm which a i med at protect ing the 

Briti s h ship- owner, manufac turer and wheat-farmer against 
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competition. All commerce was reserved for British ships 

and had to take place through Brit ish channels. All 

foreign vessels were thus exclud ed from trading with the 

colonies, and all trade to the colonies except through 

British ports was excluded . At time s , however, these 

restrictions were modified so that , for example, the · 

Carolinas were allowed to ship rice to any place in South­

ern Europe. Some aspects of the merc antile system were 

resented by the colonists who wished, for example, to 

purchase Spanish, Portuguese and French wines and brandies 

directly without the trade going through an English middle­

man. The colonists especially resented the prohibition of 

their selling barrel-staves, fish and food to the British 

and French West Indies in return for sugar and mo l asses 

which were made i n to rum and in turn us ed in the African 

slave trade. It must be noted, however, that the various 

prohibitions were often ignored by the colonists who in­

dulged in smuggling. 

Intercolonia l affairs were also under the control of 

the British government, although it allowed a large amount 

of freedom to the colonists to engage in inter-colonial 

commerce. The need for defen~e against the Indians and 

the numerous colonial wars waged by Britain agains t Spain 

and France tended to draw the colonj_es together. As early 

as 1643 the New England colon ie s had formed a confederation 

for mutual safety. In 1684 Virgi n ia, Massachusetts and 

New York held a conference to discuss questions of mutual 

interest . 

War and the need for common defense played the most 

important part in drawing the colonies together. The 

French colonie s in the north and those of Spain in the 

south were close to the British colonies. Every time a 

general war had broken out in Europe, the colonies had 
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-8-

been concerned. Though some of the colonies did not always 

take part in these wars 9 in the Seven Year~ War the struggle 

had been general against the Indian Allies of the French on 

the frontiers. Even before this war, delegates from Mary­

land, Pennsylvania, New York and all the New England 

colonies had met in 1754 at Albany to set up a confederation 

for mutual defense. Though the confederation did not come 

into being, it showed that the colonists had a deep under­

standing of inter-colonial affairs. 

As has been seen, prior to the Seven Years' War, the 

policy of England towards the colonies was governed by 

mercantilism. The colonies had admitted England's right 

to regulate trade in spite of the continual evasions of 

English regulations. During the war, Massachusetts, Con­

necticut and New York had furnished about three fourths 

of the American troops raised. As the colonies had thus 

not co-operated with the mother country in this respect, 

after the war the British Ministry under Grenville believed 

that, as the colonies would not voluntarily defend them­

selves, British troops should be sent to the colonies, 

Taxes should then be imposed on the colonists to defray 

the costs of such operations. This policy led to the War 

of Independence. 

The first taxation which caused unrest was the Sugar 

Act of 1764 which taxed imported molasses at threepence 

per gallon and also levied light taxes on articles like 

sugar, indigo, wines, coffee, linens and calico. Though 

the taxes were small, the preamble of the act stated that 

the money raised was to be used to defray "the expenses of 

defending, protecting and securing the colonies." The Act 

was thus not a measure for the regulation of trade but a 

revenue measure which the colonists regarded as inter­

ference with their virtual rights of self-government. 
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-9-

As such, it r esulted in a con trovers y as to whether 

the British Parliament could tax the colonies or not. The 

antagonism to the act was exempli fied in the pamphlet "The 

Rights of the Colonists Asserted and Proved" by James Otis. 

He contended that Americans were no t represented i n Par­

liament and thus could not be t axe d by that body . 

Fuel was add ed to the colonial fire when in 1765 the 

Stamp Act was pass ed by whi ch revenue stamps were to be 

affixed to a variety of legal documents , bills of sale, 

licences , newspapers, and even playing cards . Whi le the 

Sugar Act had been objec ted to by t he commercia l classes 

and consumers , the Stamp Act was a burden on the most 

vocal class es ; namely the clergy, lawyers and journalists. 

Thus the oppos ition to the Stamp Act was even more loud 

than that to the Sugar Act had been. At the suggestion of· 

the Assembly of Massachusetts , a St amp Act Congres s was 

held to which nine coloni es sent delegates. This Congress 

adopted a number of resolutions s tressing the arguments of 

Otis which were then s ent to the British Parliament . 

In 1766 the Mi n i s try of Grenville was succeeded by 

that of Rockingham who was not at all adverse to dis ­

crediting the work of hi s pre decessor. Thus the Stamp Act 

was repealed. Yet this repeal was accompanied by the 

emphatic Dec laratory Act which affirmed the a bsolute suprem­

acy of Parliament over the colonies in every respect whatso­

ever. 

In the mids t of the American rejoicing over the repeal 

of the obnoxi ous Stamp Act another change of Ministry took 

place. Pitt, sympathetic to the colonis ts, became premier . 

But, as he was too ill at that time to play an i mportant 

role, virtual con trol passed into the hands of Charles 

Townshend, Chancellor of the Exchequer. Many Americans 

had asserted that Brita in could tax the colonie s externally 

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER



-10-

but not internally, and, in accordance with this conten­

tion, Parliament in 1767 levied duties on tea, glass, red 

and white lead, paper and painters' colours. Again it 

was the preamble of the act whi ch caused trouble for it 

stated that the act aimed at 'the support of civil govern­

ment , in such provinces as it shall be found necessary.' 

The effects of the Townshend Act are best summed up 

by Professor Smith ~ "Every political leader in the 

colonies - nay, every voter, - saw that the Townshend 

Duties, while in form 'external', were pure revenue 

measures, unconnected with the Acts of Trade, and intended 

to strike at colonial independence in a vital point. If 

Great Britain undertook henceforward to pay the salaries 

of royal officials , one of the principal sources of power 

would be taken away from t he Ass emblies. Instant ly the 

distinction of 'external ' ru1d 'internal' taxation was 

abandoned , and from end to end of the Atlantic Seaboard 

a cry went up t hat the duties were an insidious attack on 

the liberties of the Americans, an outrageous taking of 

their property without their cons ent, and a wanton i nter­

ference with their governments ...•.•.... Whi le no general 

c ongress was summone d, the legi slature s of the colonies 

adopted elaborate resolutions, pamphleteers issued a 

stream of denunciations, and, most i mportant of all, a 

concerted effort was made to break down t he Acts by 

abstaining from any i mportat ions, not only of the taxed 

1) c ommodities but ..... of any Briti sh products . 

The result of all thi s was t hat i' Le gislati ve 

remons trance, co l onial boycotts, and declining trade 

soon made the British Ministry aware of the ominous nature 

of the colonial temper. In 1769 Parliament repealed all 

the obnoxious duties except the t ax on tea, with the 

1) "Wars Between England and America." P . 41 . 
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result that colonia l boycotts for the most part collapsed. 

By 1770 the crisis precipitated by the Townshend Acts was 

at an end." 2 ) 

The period from 1770 to 1773 was on e of relative calm, 

but, in the latter year, the British Government, hoping to 

help the East India Company which was on the verge of 

bankruptcy, allowed the Company to transport tea direct 

from t he East to t h e American colonies, and so gave it a 

virtual monopoly of the tea carrying trade. Though tea 

would become cheaper in America, the monopoly was a great 

blow to the merchants of the colonies. Some Company ships 

were forced to return without off-loading their tea and 

the climax took place when some people of Boston threw 

£20 ,000 worth of tea into the harbour . 
• 

In 1774 retribution followed quickly i n the form of 

five acts whi ch were to be known in America as the In­

tolerable Act s . The fi r st closed the port of Boston till 

restitution be made to the East India Company ; t he second 

revoked t he Charter of Massachusetts so t hat the Assembly 

would in future be appointed and not elected while the 

governor was given the power to appoint the judges ; the 

third provided for the trial of alleged felonies by Crown 

officials in the course of their duties in England or 

another colony~ while t he fourth p ermi tted t h e quartering 

of royal troops upon the inhabitants of a town. The fifth 

act was not a punitive one, but, as it extended religious 

liberty to the Catholic s of Quebec, it was regarded by the 

r a dic al s as an a ttempt to impose Ca tholicism upon the 

Protestants of America. 

Thereupon the Assembl y of Massachusetts, under the 

leadership of Samuel Adams , decided that a continental 

2) Kelly, A. H. & Har bison, W. A.: "The American Constitution:' 
p . 77. 
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congress was n ece s s ary to recover the ri ghts of the 

colonies and to restore h armony with the British 

Parliament. It chose delegates for such a congress and 

was followed by the other colonies. When the Congress met 

in September 1774 it adopted a number of resolutions 

stating what it cons idered were the rights of the colonies 

and the infringements of thes e rights by the British 

Parliament . A boycott was also resorted to and local com­

mittees of safety and inspection were set up to enforce 

the boycott . Provision was made for a farther congress in 

May 1775, if required . 

In the meantime the British officials set about en­

forcing obedience to British authority. As part of this, 

General Gage, Governor of Mas s achusetts, sent a small 

force to Lexington and Concord in April 1775 to seize some 

mi litary supplies supp osed to be in the nei ghbourhood. A 

s mall number of milj_ tiamen met them at Lexington and a 

skirmish took place. 

When t h e second congr ess met at Philadelphia it 

prepared for war by app ointing Washington Commander of the 

American Forces, by resolving to rais e money and supplies 

and by seeking support from several European countries. 

The resolves of the Second Congress were met in 

Great Britain by a proclamation denouncing the Americ ans 

as rebels and ordering all British military and civil 

agents to suppress t h e i nsurrection and punish t h e leaders . 

The hopes which many Americans had h a d of reconciliation 

with Britain now f aded and the de s ire for i n dependence was 

s trengthene d by Thomas Paine's a ttack i n hi s p amphle t 

"Common Sense 11 on t h e King and the British constitu tion. 

The coloni sts who s til l clung to Georg e III fled with the 

British officials from t he wrat h to come. Congres s 

advised the colon ie s to a s sume t he p owers of indep endent 
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states by forming governments of their own and on 2nd 

July, 1776 approved a resolution by Richard Henry Lee of 

Virginia in favour of independence. Shortly after this, 

it accepted, with a few alterations, a formal Declaration 

of Independence which had been drawn up by Thomas 

Jefferson in a Committee consisting of himself, Benjamin 

Franklin, John Adams, Roger Sherman and Robert Livingston. 

Already in 1775, Franklin had proposed a 'league of 

friendship ' of the thirteen colonies but Congre s s had 

declined to act on it. Together with his resolution on 

independence, Congress had a ccepted another by Lee that 

a committee be set up to draft a constitution for the 

'United Colonies.' After months of debate on the draft 

drawn up by the Committee , the Articles of Confederation 

were submitted to t he states by Congres s in July 1777 and 

all the states except Maryland ratified them within the 

next two years . 

According to the articles, each state delegation had 

but one vote in Congress which was given the powers to 

make war and peace , to enter into treaties and alliances, 

to coin money , to regulate Indian affairs , to s end and 

receive ambassadors and to se t up a post office. Taxation 

and the regulation of commerce were withheld from Congress 

which was thus forced to rely upon a system of state 

appropriati ons . There was no provision for an executive 

authority which was consequently vested in a series of com­

mittees erected to deal with various problems as they 

arose. To remedy t his lack of exe cutive authority, Congress 

in 1781 created Departments of For E: ign Affairs, War, Marine 

and Treasury , each under a permanent secretary. 

Another weak feature of the Artic le s of Confederation 

was the l a ck of a federal judiciary . The c entral 

'government ' enjoyed but four types of juris diction , the 
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first being in cases of dispute between s tates should a 

party to such a dispute appeal to Congress. In a like 

manner cases arising out of private land title controver­

sies involving grants from two or more states could be 

settled. The other t wo types of court were to try piracy 
) 

and felony on the hi gh seas and to determine final 

appeals in prize cases. 

The votes of nine of the thirteen states were re­

quired to enact any l egi s lation while the Articles them­

selves could be amended only by a unanimous vote of all 

the states. 

In the meantime the war which started with the 'shot 

heard around the world' in the skirmish at Lexington in 

1775 was proceeding. The ordinary det~ils of the military 

campaigns, the victory of the Americans a t Saratoga , the 

entry of France and Spain i n to the war, the American 

reverses and their culminating victory at Yorktown are well 

known. They are mere details in the development of the 

United States . In t he meantime Congress had appointed 

Franklin, John Jay and Adams as American Commissioners to 

Europe and they undertook the t a sk of coming to terms with 

England. At last the war was over and won, with peace 

coming in 1783. 

The Confederation which had been formed chiefly to 

wage the war was so on doomed because of it s inherent weak­

nesse s , t he main one being its i mpotency to levy taxes. 

During the war, the American army had gone chronically un­

paid and between 177 8 and 1783 the Confederacy had to 

borrow several millions of dollars from the French and 

Dutch. By 17 80 Congr ess had i ssued s ome fort y million 

dollars in paper money which was ultimately virtually 

repudiated. 

I mpotence in t he r egulation of i nters tate commerce 
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made it almost impossible for Congress to negotiate com­

mercial treaties so that Britain was able to close the 

West Indies to American trade without fear of being dis­

criminated against by all the states . Within the Con­

federation itself, some states carried on trade wars 

against one another while Congress stood by, unable to 

interfere. In spit e of the monetary power having been 

granted to the Confederation, several states interfered 

in monetary matters such as fixing the price of paper 

currency . 

As early as 1780, Alexander Hamilton had suggested 

a stronger union of t he states and he had been supported 

by Thomas Paine. Onl y i n 17 86, however, did most Americans 

realise that the Confederacy was a political failure, 

destined for extinction. The treasury was empty and the 

country was in the depths of a commercial and agricul­

tural depression. At the same time many recognised that 

all danger to the states was not yet past for France and 

Spain still had their eye s on the new world. 

In 1785 Maryland proposed to Virginia a general com­

mercial convention and the Assembly of the latter suggest­

ed that all the state s be invited to send delegates . As 

a result, a Convention met in Annapolis in 1786 but only 

five states sent delegates. Hamilton and James Madis on 

used the opportunity to issue a call for a new convention 

which met in Philadelphia the following year. 

Of the seventy-four men named by the different state 

legislatures a s delegates, only fifty-five appeared at 

Philadelphia. Foremost was George Washington who became 

the presiding officer. Other prominent Americans present 

were Jame s Madison 9 James Wilson and Goeverneur Morris 

from Pennsylvania ; Alexander Hamilton from New York; 

Oliver Ellsworth, Samuel Johnson and Roger Sherman from 
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Connecticut ; Elbridge Gerry from Massachusetts ; Charles 

Pinckney from South Carolina ; and Luther Martin from Mary­

land . 

The delegates had been instructed to amend the old 

Articles of Confederation but immediately set about draw­

ing up a new constitution. After weeks of debate, during 

which many plans were propo s ed for different aspects of a 

constitution, t he majority of those who had originally 

arrived to attend the Convention accepted the final draft 

and adjourned. Congress then submitt ed the Constitution 

for ratification to the States. 

Ratification of the Constitution was not easy and its 

supporters came to be called 'Federalists' because they 

were in favour of a strong f ederal government. Their 

opponents were dubbed 'Anti-Federalists', a title of no 

great honour as it i mplied they were opponents of a 

national union. 

Variou s criticisms were made of the Constitution. 

The absence of a Bill of Ri ghts wa s one ground but it was 

countered by the Federalis t s in u s ing the promis e of a 

Bill of Ri ghts a s a bargain i ng point to ensure ratifica­

tion. The fear was expr essed that the meaning of such 

clauses such as tha t empower ing the central government to 

do what was ''necessary and proper" for the Union could be 

expanded to cover field s which the states considered their 

own. It was betwe en October 17 87 and July 1788 that 

Madison, Hamilton and Jay wrot e their eighty-five articles 

analys ing the constitution i n order to gain ratification. 

These articles c ame to be known as "The Federalist Papers." 

Success in the struggle for adoption was not assured 

till June 1788. In s even s t a tes, Delaware, New Jersey, 

Georgia, Connecticut, Maryland, Penns ylvania and South 

Carolina ratification was accepted by large majorities ; in 
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four others? Virginia, Massachusetts, New York and New 

Hampshire by narrow majorities while two states, North 

Carolina and Rhode Island, at first refused to ratify4 In 

their fi ght for ratification, the Federalists had the ad­

vantage of a positive program and were able to draw a 

terrifying picture of the p ossible results of rejectiono 

The new government was not superior to the state 

governments. All had their own share of sovereignty and 

each was supreme in i ts own fieldo The system was essen­

tially a federal one with the c entral government having 

power over the borrowing of money on the cre dit of the 

United States , the regulation of commerce wi th foreign 

nations and Indian tribes and among the several states, 

coinage and we i ghts and measures, post offices , patent s, 

the institution of courts inferior to the Supreme Court 

and the definit ion and punishment of offenc es on the high 

seas and against the Law of Nations . Farther p owers includ­

ed the declaration of war, the raising and support of 

mili tary and naval force s and other military matters . To 

c arry out its policie s i n re gard to these matters the 

Centra l government was g iven full p owers to pass laws and 

to impose uniform taxes throughout the United States. An 

amendment in 1791 stated exp licitly that other powers are 

reserved to t he states or the people. 

Montesquieu ' s principle of the separation of p owers 

was also applied in the constitution. The Legislature was 

to consist of two houses, the Senate and the House of 

Representatives. In the Senate the f e deral principle was 

applied in t hat each state had two representatives c h osen 

by the state legislature. A third of the Senators must 

retire every two years. 

The House of Representatives is elected by the people 

for two years. The number of Representatives from each 
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state depends directly upon the voting population of that 

state. 

Legislation can originate in either house but financial 

bills must come from the Lower. All l aws have to be approv­

ed by the President but his veto on legislation can be 

overridden by a two-thirds majority in the Legislature. 

To choose the president, each state, in such manner as its 

legislature might direct, had to appoint a number of 

electors equal to its number of members in the central 

government. These electors were then to meet in their 

various states and vote by ballot for the two men they 

thought most fit to be president. The ballots were to be 

sent to the President of the Senate, opened in front of 

both Houses, and counted. The person with the greatest 

number of votes should be president if such number be a 

majority of the whole number of electors. If this did not 

happen, the House of Representatives, voting as states, 

would chose the President from the five highest on the 

list. Who ever obtained the second highest number of votes 

would be the vice-president. All executive power is vested 

in the President who, on the advice of two-thirds of the 

Senate, can also make a number of appointments to certain 

federal offices . The President holds office for four 

years. 

The Judicial power is vested in the Supreme Court 

and other inferior courts established from time to time 

by Congress. Its jurisdiction extends to all cases arising 

under the Constitution and laws made in accordance with it, 

to cases affecting public officials, to maritime and ad­

miralty cases, to controvers ies in which the United States 

should be a party and to interstate controversies. J udges 

of the Supreme Court hold office during good behaviour and 

are appointed by the President on the advice of t wo-thirds 
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of the Senate. 

In 1788, after eleven states had ratified the Con­

stitution, the old Confederation fixed the dates for the 

elections of the President and the different represent­

atives , and appointed 4th March, 17 89 as the day for the 

inauguration of the new government. George Washington 

became President with John Adams as his vice-president. 

The greater parts of both houses were men who had supported 

ratification of the constitution. 

Among the first statutes of Congress were those 

providing for the establishment of three executive depart­

ments - the State, Treasury and War Departments. The 

Judiciary Act of 1789, among other matters, also provided 

for an Attorney-General whose chief duty is to prosecute 

cases for the United States before the Supreme Court. 

Other urgent business was the debate on a number of amend­

ments introduced by Madison . After long debate in both 

houses during which alterations and eliminations were made 

to Madi s on's proposals, the amendments were submitted for 

ratification to the states. These ten early amendments, 

today known as the Bill of Ri ghts, gave formal recognition 

to certain traditionally accGp ted rights such as freedom 

of religion and of the press and the right to a fair trial 

by jury in an accused's own district. 

Washington ' s fir s t Cabinet consisted of Thomas Jeffer­

son as Secretary of State , Alexander Hamilton in charge of 

the Treasury, Henry Knox in cha r ge of the War Department 

and Edmund Randolph as Attorney-General. Hamilton i m­

mediately set about placing the chaotic finances of the 

young republic on a sounder footing than had been the case 

under the Confede ration. He r e commended that the Nat ional 

Government refund the outstanding Confederation debt at 

face value, assume and refund the unpaid debts contracted 
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by the different states during the war , enact a protective 

tariff law and charter a nat i onal bank to assist i n 

handling the government' s mone tary and financial problems. 

The se financial measures of Hamilton were directly respons­

ible for the birth of political parties in America. 

Under imperial rule 1 there had been no real political 

parties in the colonies. The growing trouble with England, 

however, had caused a division be t ween the Whi gs or 

Revolutionaries and the Tories or Royalists who had sup­

ported imperial policy . During the war , many of the latter 

fled to Canada while those few that remained as open Royal­

i sts found their possessions confiscated by the new s tate 

governments , in spite of an undertaking to the contrary in 

the peace treaty. The divi s ion caused by imperial policy 

was thus not lasting, at least in America itself . 

It must be borne i n mind that, under the old Con­

federation which had be en formed by the states chiefly to 

carry on the war against England, there had been a great 

deal of economic instability when the war had ended. The 

result had been the growth of arguments in favour of a 

strong c entral government to regulate economic matters. 

Proposers of such a government came to be called 

Federalists and were supported by Washington himself who 

saw danger fr om France and Spain. There were, however, 

counter-arguments from tho se who remembere d the strong 

British government' s attempts to dominate the colonies and 

were as a result a gainst a central government that was too 

strong. 

From the very purpose of the Annapolis Convention , and 

the subsequent Philadelphia Convention, it was inevitable 

that the ma jority of delegates were friends of commerce. 

Few real r adica l s like J efferson, Patrick Henry or Samuel 

Adams we re present and the pr Gvalent feeling, uttered by 
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men like Morri s 9 Ames and Pinckney 9 was distrust of the 

common man. The indire ct elect ion of the President under 

the Constitution i s evidenc e of this fee lin g. At the same 

time there was a f ee ling among s ome dolegat os that the new 

g overnment which was to b e set up should not be too strong 

and that too many ri ghts of the s t a te s s hou ld not be given 

u p . Two of the prominent upholders of t he ri ghts of the 

states were Luther Martin of Maryland and John Dickins on 

of Delaware. The latter 9 for exampl e 9 feared that h i s small 

s t ate wou ld be swamped by a national g ove rnment. Another 

delegate, Elbridge Gerry, r efus ed t o sign t he final draft 

of the Constitution on the ground s that the new government 

would have too much irrespons ible au t h ority . 

In the de bates over ratification the Federalists dub­

bed their opponent s the 11 Anti-Federa lists 9
11 a title that 

was a slur a s i t i mpli e d they were opponent s of national 

union. The Anti-Feder ali s t s suc h as Patri ck Henry and 

Luther Martin repeatedly expressed the f e ar t hat in one way 

or another the new g overnment would de s troy the s overeignty 

and even the aut onomy of the states. The tendency for two 

groups to devel op in American p olitic a l a ffairs was thus 

already pr esent. To p reven t the poss ible growth of 

political parti es whi ch he detested 9 Washington had 

appointed two cen t ralisers, Knox and Hamilton, and two 

champions of the ri ght s of t he state s , J efferson and 

Randolph, to his c a binet . 

Hami lton' s measur es for the assumption of s t a te debts 

and their payment by taxation were objected to by the 

c hamp i ons of the ri ght s of the s tates . This was bec ause 

t wo-thirds of the debts were owed by the industrial north 

and as t hey were to be pai d by t axes on the whole popula­

tion, it meant that the agricultural south would pay the 

de bt s of the north . Thus t he divi s ion which was ten ding 
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to develop on the grounds of the ri ght s of the states was 

complicated by the variance of the economy of the different 

states . Many, l i ke Jeffers on, a l s o objected to Hamilton's 

measures becau se specu lators and s ec ondary purchasers had, 

prior to as sumption 'l bought up sta te s tocks at pri ce s far 

below t heir f a ce val u e , s o t hat t he poli cy of paying out 

such s tock at face value woul d be unfai r to the origi nal 

holder s . 

Obje c tions were a l s o rai s ed to the t a xes Hamilton 

proposed t o i mpos e. Lee of Virginia , for e~ample, object ed 

to a du t y on unwrought s teel as t h i s commo dity wa s es s ential­

ly neces s ary to agricultural i mprovement s . He rea soned that 

n ot en ough ste e l could be fab ricated a t that time in any 

part of t he United States and so t he t ax would operate as 

an oppre s sive though indirect one upon agri culture. 

Thus i t c ame about t hat t h ere were two mai n cross­

currents in practica l Ameri can politics after the adoption 

of the Cons titution . On the one s ide were the Federalists 

who believed in a strong centra l government and distrusted 

t h e people ; on t he other their opponents who trusted the 

peop l e and believed t hat the powers of the central govern­

ment shou ld be restricted. The divi sion was very vague 

for it some-t i me s coin cided with the div i s ion of com­

mercial and a grarian int erests, and some- time s with re gion­

al divisions . Yet the tendency was for the divi s ion to be 

between north and s outh for, though all the s tates were 

l argely a grarian tho s e in the s outh were more so t han those 

i n the nort h. 

The establi s runent of the Nationa l Bank cau s ed the 

birth of the political parties which had be on but vague 

before . Je f fer s on, who was against all concentration of 

power 7 advised Washington against s i gning the bill a s he 

r egarded it a s to o wi de an int er pr e t at i on of the Cons tit-
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ution. The Anti-Federalists felt t hat the bill was a 

justif ication of their fears t hat the cen tral government 

would expand it s p owers till the states were mere minor 

organs of local g overnment. Though Jefferson was supported 

by Madis on , Washington accepted Hamilton ' s view that the 

Bank was ne ce ssary and i mplied under the Constitution . 

What awoke Je ffers on' s anger l ater was the fact that 

Hamilt on ' s c h ie f supp orte r s in Congress be came dire ctors of 

t he Bank 9 and that the Bank was c h iefly in t he interests of 

industrie s and commerc e i n the north and les s s o of the 

agrarians of the s ou th. 

The spli t between Hamilton and Jefferson was inevi table 

for the farmer' s policy aimed at a sharp stimulation of 

capi tali sm - banking 9 commerc e 9 and manufacture s ; while the 

l a tter ' s philos ophy was part ly bas ed upon an agricultural 

society . Washing ton made con tinua l e ffort s to reconcile 

t he t wo but Jefferson was to o disapp ointed in Hamilton' s 

policies. In 1791 he and Mad i son undertook a " b otanical 11 

expedition up the Hudson River i n t h e course of which they 

undert ook the organi sation of t he Anti-Fe dera li sts . 

At t he en d of 1793 Jefferson r es i gned from Washington's 

Cabinet and i n thi s he was soon fo llowed by Hami lton. Yet 9 

before his r es ignation, J e ffers on was to become opposed to 

Hamilton because of forei gn p olicy a l so . In 1793 news of 

t h e e x e cut ion of Louis XVI a rrived and Hamilt on feared the 

spre ad of di s order in America simila r to that which had 

occu r ed in Franc e . On the other hand, Jeffe r s on feared 

Engli sh cus toms suc h as pri vile g e and r emembered French aid 

during the War of Independenc e . When Washington sent Jay 

to n e gotiat e a treaty with Eng l and i n 1794, the small con ­

c es s ions gained and the l arge c on c ess ions give n adde d 

ammuni tion t o Jefferson' s critici sm of the Adminis trati on ' s 

forei gn p olicy. 
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There was no serious attempt by the Republicans 5 as 

Jefferson's party came to be called 9 to contest the 

presidential election of 1792 as Jefferson himself had 

persuaded Washi ngton to seek re-election. When the Federal­

ist s or Administration Party was bereft of Washington's 

fame and reputation 9 however, it sank within a few years. 

When Jefferson resi gned from the Cabinet in 1793 9 he 

devoted much of his time to p olitical organi sation. He 

entered into correspondenc e with many of his prominent 

supporters throughout the Un i on such as Sam Adams of 

Massachusetts, John Langdon of New Hampshire , Mathew Lyon 

of Vermont, George Clinton of New York 9 Dallas of 

Pennsylvania, Mercer of Maryland, John Taylor of Virginia, 

Jones of North Carolina and James Jackson of Georgia. 

These men were prominent in their states and did much to 

consolidat e support for their leader, such as encourage­

ment to the "Democratic Clubs" whi ch were springing up as 

a result of the polici e s of Hamilton . Madison and Henry 

Lee farthermore, employed Philip Freneau to publi sh the 

"Nat ional Gazette 11 in sup port of Jeffersonianism at 

Philadelphia. 

In 1796 Jefferson was chosen by the Republicans to 

run for Pre sident against John Adams, even though he h im­

self would have preferred Madi s on to have been his party ' s 

candidate . The result of the elec tion was a victory for 

Adams , but in ac c ordance with the provis ions of the Con­

stitution at that time 7 Jefferson, who received the second 

highest number of ele ctoral votes 9 became Vice-President. 

As Vice-President 9 he was really unable to shine because 

he be l ong ed to a p a rty in opp os ition . Before taking office 

as Chairman of the Senate 9 however, he compiled a manual of 

parliamentary practice to guide him as presiding officer and 

this was long to remain the standard for American legislative 

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER



- 25-

bodi e s . 

Jefferson and the Pre s ident hims elf were in favour of 

neutral ity with the rest of the world . The Frenc h Minister, 

Ta lleyr and , however, refus ed to tre at with the American 

Ambassadors unless bribe d an d showe d a lofty di s r e gard of 

t h e Americans Pinckney, Gerry and Mar shall whom Adams had 

sent to France . " At once the country went wild. Feel ing 

agai nst France rose to a frantic p itch 9 and the peac e 

party was a s downcast as t h e Federalists were jubilant . 

The blow was a heavy on e but Je ffers on kept his h e ad . 

War meant f or him the danger of en t angling us again with 

Euro p e ; v ictory f or the feared Federalists ~ victor y f or 

the North- eas t aga inst the South, as party line s had become 

largely sectional ; and me ant a l s o armies and debts and all 

t hat mi ght strengthen t h e Federali sts in what he cons idered 

their designs to change the form of g overnment . n 3 ) 

As part of the reac t i on agains t France, Congress 

denounced the old treatie s with that country . Expenditure 

of more than a million dollars for forts , a r ms and 

ammuniti on was authori sed. The navy was increase d and t h e 

r a ising of an army of 10,000 men was aut h or i s ed. The 

Officer - in- Command of this new a r my was to be General 

Washington, but, as he was an old man at thi s time, 

Hamilton, the Second-in -C ommand , v irtually be c ame t h e 

Commandin g Officer . 

To raise revenue f or the s e extra expenses a tax was 

l evied on houses , l a n d s and s laves i n J uly 1798 . To this 

the Jeffersoni ans objected as the taxes were unfai r to the 

agrarian interests . In the same year the Ali en and 

Sedit i on Ac t s were pass e d whi c h made critici sm of the 

Government or its agents seditious. 

3) Adams, J .T . : i;The Living J e fferson . ;' P . 281 , 
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It was the application by the Feder~lis t Government 

of the Sedition Act that was to t urn more and more voters 

t o the Republican Part y . The Act was applied 9 not to 

punish re a l sediti on 9 but to s till criticism 9 and was 

especially aimed at Republi c an editors and leaders. Among 

t he p rominent Republicans persecute d in thi s way were 

Mat hew Lyon, the Rev . J.C. Ogden 9 Anthony Haswell of the 

Vermont Gazette 9 Thomas Adams of the Independent Chr onicle , 

Jedekiah Peck 1 J.T. Ca llender and Thomas Co oper . 

At t h i s stage a followe r of Jeffc r s on 9 Logan 9 visited 

France of h i s own a ccord and returned to report tha t France 

did not want war and was will i ng to rece i ve an American 

Delegation with f u l l ho110urs . In the meant i me 9 Pres ident 

Adams received officia l word from J'l.urray 9 the Unite d States 

Minister to Holland 9 confirming the unofficial advice of 

Logan. Adams now insi s ted on r enewing dip lomatic r e l a tions 

with Fran c e in spite of Federalist oppos ition and thi s l ed 

to a break - up of h i s c ab i net. This 9 toge t her with the 

application of the Sedi tion Act 9 was t o count heavily 

agai nst the Federalists i n the e l e c t ion of 1800 . 

When he c ame int o p ower i n 1801 Jefferson made an 

announc ement which revealed h i s essEmtially democrat ic 

out look . He r e fused to allow any distinc tion which woul d 

separat e him from h i s fellow-citizens and announc ed that 9 

a t any time 9 he was prepar ed to receive any-on e . All 

should be treated equally with no a rtificia l r ules of 

pre c edenc e . It mus t be no ted that this i nfo r mal ity l ed to 

trouble when applied i n inviting the British Ambas s ador 

Merry and the French Ambassador Pichou to a func ti on a t 

the same time when their c ountries were at vvar. 

Like Washi ngton 9 Jefferson was President for two 

terms . Duri ng t he fir s t he was highly successful in 

taking armed act i on i n 1 801 agai nst the Bey of Tripoli 
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and obtaining bettor terms for America than en joyed by 

any other nat i on . The outstanding evont of the first 

te rm was the incorporation into the Uni t ed States of the 

Louisiana Territory in 1 803 by purchase from Napoleon . 

It was during t his term 9 too 9 that Ch i ef Justice Marshall 9 

i n the cas e of Madison Vo Marbury 9 s eized t h e ri ght for 

the Judiciary of j udging the cons titutionality of acts by 

the other departments of g overnment. 4 ) 

The ch i ef mat ter to which Jefferson and h i s govern­

ment had to attend during his s econd term was foreign 

affairs. Aft e r Tra falga r 9 the merchant shipping of the 

United States flourished for by 1 805 the who l e supply of 

European sugar was carri ed by American shi ps. As part of 

her efforts to s ubdue Napoleon from 1 805 onwards England 

enforced a policy of rigid naval search for contraband 

c arg oes 9 and i mpressment into Briti sh s ervice of American 

sailors also took p lace. Jefferson b elieved that American 

trade was so ne cessary to the prosperity of Eng l and that 

for the sake of reta ining i t that country would make con­

cessi onso A Non-Importa tion Act 9 excluding certai n 

Briti sh g oods 1 was passed and Madison was sent to England 

to obtain concessions . However 9 h i s mi ss ion proved a 

failure. 

The climax was re a ched over the matter of i mpress ­

ment . In 1 807 the British shi p Leopard seized three 

Engli shmen from t he USS Ch e s apeake which 1 unprepared for 

defence 9 had to submi to American anger at this attack on 

a state shi p was such t hat Jeff erson could e as ily have 

led Congress into hostile a ction 9 but he clung to p eace 

and ordered a ll British men-of-war from American p ort s . 

A g eneral embargo, p rohibiting the depart ure of A.merican 

4) Bemi s 1 S . : "John Quinc y Adams & the Foundati ons of 
A.merican Fore i gn Polic y . " P . 140. 
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shi ps to foreign port s was pass ed in December 1807 9 for he 

believe d that the cessation of Ameri can commerce would 

force Britain t o abandon her oppr essive mea sures. The 

embar go was a complete failure and brought great hardshi p 

on the Americans t hemse lve s and i n March 1809 the Act was 

repeale d by Congress. Jeffer s on thus le f t the Pr esidency 

under the shadow of f a ilure . 

One writer on the h i story of Ameri can for eign policy 

s t a te s tha t in its ess entials the f orei gn policies of 

Washington 9 Adams and J effer son were t he same . Thi s early 

Amer ican policy amom1ted to "hone s t f riendshi p with all 

nations - entangl i n g a lliances with none. 11 5 ) This 

isolation i s t trend is qui te clear from the wi s h of Adams 

to avoid war with France and t hat of Jeffers on to prevent 

hos t i lities with Britai n . An embar go 9 however 9 was 

ess entia l if there was t o be hone s t friendship ; t he 

Chesapeake episode could not go unpunishe d . 

During Jefferson ' s pr es idency 9 a number of i mportant 

constitut i onal d~veloprnent s took pl a c e . I n t h e firs t 

p l a ce 9 i n February 1801 the expiring Federali s t-dominated 

Congre ss enacted a J udici ary Act creating new district 

and circuit c ourts. I n the c l osing days of h i s term9 

Pres ident Adams apyointed Federali sts to all the offices 

c reated unde r the Act , John f!'i:a r shal l be c omi ng Chief 

J ustice of the Supr eme Court . In a case ari s i ng out of 

the mi dnigh t appo i ntments of Pres i dent Adams 9 the Chief 

Justice l a id dowD the princ i ple t hat a law repugnant to 

the Constitution i s void and that the c ourt s and all other 

departments of stat e ar e bound by t he Constitution . In 

t h i s way 9 the principl e was i ntroduced i n Ameri ca that the 

Supreme Court can j udge t he constitu tionality of any act. 

5) J effer son 9 T. ~ "1s t Inaugural Address 9 4/3/1801. 11 From 
i ; The Li fe and Se lecte d Yvr i tings of 
Thomas Jeffers on ," Edited by Ko ch 9 A. & 
Peden 9 W. Hereinafter thi s vo l ume will 
be r uferred to as K&P . 

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER



- 29 -

The sec ond development of the Cons tituti on was an 

amendment ari s i ng f rom Jeffers on ' s elec tion. More 

Republican than Feder a li s t e l ectors had been cho s en in 

1 800 'l but each Republican elector had c as t on e vote for 

J efferson and one for his r unni ng mate , Aaron Burr . The 

electi on was t hus a draw and was thrown i n to the House of 

Representa tives whi ch then was l a r ge ly Feder a list . The 

Unit e d States was t hus treat e d to t he spe ctac 1 ·c of a 

Republican Presiden t' s being chosen by a Federali s t House . 

Afte r p rolonged balloting Thomas J eff e r s on was e l ec ted to 

the Presiden c y but the ep i sode l ed to an i mmediate demand 

for an a mendment to the Constitution to r e quire e l ec tors 

to cast one se t of ballots for the President a nd a s econd 

distinct set f or the Vic e - Pres ident. Thi s demand was me t 

by the twelfth amendment i n 1 804 s o that in eff ect the 

part p layed by p olitica l parti es under the Cons titution 

was r e co gnised. 

Newspapers for the distri bution of knowle dg e and 

ideas multiplied during thi s era of American history . In 

1 810 the r e were over three h undre d and fifty newspapers 

publi shed i n t he Unite d St ates . As the party div i s ion 

into Fe dera li s t s and Republicans deep ened 9 so did mos t of 

these newspapers be come intense ly partisan. New magaz ines 

also mad e their appearanc e 9 the most substant i a l of which 

we r e the "Columbian Magazine " of 1786 and the l a ter "North 

American Review " of 1 815. 

The l eaders of the revol u tionary gene r a tion we r e 

thoroughly uni t ed on the advancement of p opul ar education 

and sc i ence. Both Jefferson and Washi n gton in the ir 

annual addr8sscs str essed t he i mpor tanc e of educati on . 

During this period 9 many of the s t a tes mad e the beginnings 

of s t ate univers i ties or c ollege s, 

I mmedi a te ly aft er t he politica l revolution against 
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England, an i ndustrial revolu tion s t arted t aking pl ace. 

Science made pr ogre s s and many i nventions were discovered. 

John Fitch' s st eamboat was success f ully demons tra ted on 

the Delaware River i n 1787 , Samuel Slater put a spinning 

mill into operation in Rhode I s l and in 1791 and Eli Whitney's 

cotton gin was patented in 1793 . A ca st-iron mo)dboard for 

ploughs was i n troduced in 1797, in 1802 Oliver Evans 

completed a h igh pres sure s team engine and in 1807 Robert 

Fulton's s teamboat made a successfu l trip fro m New York 

City to Albany and back . 

After the i ndus tria l revoluti on got under way 9 the 

role of manufacturers was magnified i n American s ociety , 

Hand-labour shops were developed into factories and new 

mills like that of Slater were built with the financi a l 

aid of merchant s who had capital to i nvest. In 1807 there 

were fifteen cott on mills but four years later t here were 

eighty-seven . By 1810 t h e va l ue of goods manufactured in 

the United States had rea che d 1 25 mill ion dollar s . The 

Jeffers onian period was t hus that during which A..merica 

started to be an i ndus tria l power i n the world. 

To gether with the ec onomic dev elopment was the growth 

of large citie s . I n 1790 only Bos ton, New York , 

Philadelphia, Ba ltimore and Charle s t on had more than 8 ,000 

inhabitant s . I n 1820 t h irteen towns had thi s p opulation 

and many people moved from t he country to t he new t owns . 

Many i mmi gr ant s were comi n g to Americ a from crowded Europe. 

The Revolutionar y peri od of American Hi s tory 9 which 

can be regarded as s tart i ng with t he Pe ace of Paris and 

endi ng about 1826 with Jefferson ' s death was thus one of 

pr ogre ss from monarchical to r e1Jubli can government 9 

accompani ed by l i ke pro gress in t hought and i ndustry. 

J effer s on ' s dea t h c an well be r egarded as the end of an 

era f or i n 1825 the l ast of t he Pres i dent s who had been 
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revolutionary l eaders 9 J ame s Monroe 9 l eft office. The 

perio d was ended o 
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CHAPTER I I 

THE BIO GRAPHICAL BACKGROUND 

Thomas Jefferson was born in Albemarle County in 

Virg i n i a on 13th April 1743, at Shadwell, the most i mportant 

of the tobacco p lantat i ons owned by his father. His father 

was Peter Jefferson, a self-made man who had been a local 

magistrate , a n d who, by t h e age of t-.✓ enty-three had been a 

colonel i n the Militia of Virginia. His mother was Jane 

Randolph, who c ame from one of the leading and most 

distingui shed Virginia families. The future president was 

t hus a member of one of the most re spected families of the 

colony and h e h ad a n assured s ocial position . 

Though he hims elf was not to o well educated, Peter 

Jefferson believed in a g ood education for his children, 

Thu s at the age of n inP. t h e young Thomas was sent to board 

with the Rev. Wi l l i am Dougl ass who ran a La tin School, 

Here he was to s tudy French , La tin and Greek, Jefferson 

hims elf did not appear to thi nk too h i ghly of this teacher 

nor did he s eem to have learned much . 

When the boy was four t e en years old, his father died~ 

Malone h as the followin g to say about Peter Jefferson : 

"Upon t he face of the record , his ch ief le gacy to Thomas 

was an e s t abli s hed pos ition in society and the means to 

mai n tain it , but for tha t alone he would never have been 

honoured in his s on's memory as he was . Thomas J e fferson 

di d not s et much s tore on i nherited p rivilege. He may 

have i mb i b ed c ertain democratic a ttitude s from his fa t h er, 

for the Colon el had associa t e d with crude men on the 

frontie r and in the wilderness, and the tradition i s that 

he understood and valued them. Thi s s urvey or of 

boundarie s may have be en critical of the group within 

whi c h he had estab lished h i mself more firmly than any of 

h i s a nce st ors had done, His son , i n t houghtfu l mat urity, 
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was n ot at all di s p leased by memories of his indifference 

to s oci a l trappings ." 6 ) 

Peter Jefferson had app ointed a friend 9 Mr. John 

Hervey, guardian to his son with i ns truction s t hat the 

boy receive a goo d classical education. Accordingly in 

17 58 Thomas began to atten d a s mall school under t h e Rev . 

J ames Maur y and he remained here for the n ext two years . 

Other pupi l s included Dabney Carr and Jame s Madison 9 who 

were a l so to p l ay leading roles i n American affairs. 

"From h i s f irs t no t a b le teacher 9 Je f fe r s on gai n ed 

none of his characteristic political prin cip les or 

religious ideas . He wa s indebted to him9 however 9 more 

t han to any othe r man 9 for h i s training i n the c lassic s . 

After two ye a r s i n this s chool he was able to read Greek 

and Roman aut h ors i n the ori ginal . " 7 ) 

At t he age of seventeen Jeffers on wrote to Mr. John 

Hervey expressing his wi s h to a t tend the College of 

Willia m and Mary at the colonial capita l Williamsbur g . 

Th ough by modern s tandards Williamsburg was small 9 cons i s t­

ing of a bout two hu ndred h ou ses, it was the scene of 

con s ide r able politica l and social a c tivi t y and it was here 

that Jefferson undoubtedly heard many of the ideas t hat 

were later to bring him int o prominen ce. 

"Wi l liamsburg 9 from its birth 1 was politicall y 

patrician 9 s oc i a lly fe s tiv e 9 a n d economically s t able. 

Virg inia was ac claimed as b e ing ' the happy re trea t of 

true Brit ons and t r ue Chu rchmen' •.•. Ye t underneath thi s 

fe s t i v ity 9 s e r iou s matters were afoot. Bred in a long 

t radition of self-gov e r nment 9 the Virg inia p l anters were 

becoming increa sing l y restiv e . Gre a t l andho lders with 

gra n t s that ran i n to millions of a cre s we r e in no mood to 

6) Ma l one 9 D. ~ 11 Je f f erson the Virg inian ." P . 33. 
7) I b idem. P. 40 . 
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play second fiddle indefinitely to the British Parliament 

or to their dictatorial representatives over here. Loyal­

ty to the Crown 7 affinity wi th the old country, yes. But 

subservience to taxes i mposed from abroad - no gentle 

sirs ." 8 ) 

At Willi am and Mary Jefferson was singularly fortunate 

in h i s tutor. He was an able Scottish professor, Dr. Small, 

who was to have gr eat i nfl uence on t he life of his pupil. 

Dr. Small was professor not only of Mathematics but also 

of Philosophy and during Jefferson's attendance at the 

College he also gave regul ar lectures on Ethics and 

Rhetoric. Small took a great interest in Jefferson and 

introduced him to George Wythe, a l awyer, and to Governor 

Fauquier. The young s tudent was soon admitted to the 

circl8 of their intimat es . 

In 1762, through the influence of Small, Jefferson 

began to study law under Ge orge Wythe . At first he was 

employed in looking up cases for the lawyer and later he 

also attende d s essi ons of the Gene r al Court . Under Wythe's 

direction he studied the works of Coke and other parts of 

t he "Institutes of the Lawes of England," and began to 

keep commonplace books on differ c:mt cases . I n 17 67 he was 

admitted to the Bar and he continued to practise law for 

seven years . 

The influence of his experien ce s in Williamsburg was 

to be very important. "The leading men whom Jeffers on met 

at Williamsburg were a l s o of a different type •.• from those 

he would have met in northern towns. They were agrarians, 

not busines s men ; deeply versed i n law and government, 

whi ch were their chief occupations other than the running 

8 ) Bowie, B.M.: "Williamsburg; - Its College and Cinder el­
l a City," National Geographic Magazine , 
October, 1954 . P. 454. 
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of their plantations y steeped in class ical lit erature; most 

of them disli king and distrus ting an industrial and com-

merci a l society ..... o o o o ••• o ••• o ••••• e •••• o • o ••• •• •••• ••• 

He found a society peculiarly fitted not only for self­

government among all classes except the lowest (slave), 

but an agrarian civilisation in which government could be 

r educed to a minimum. As a colony Virginia had no foreign 

r elations, unless those with the Mother Country could be 

so considered ..•.•. At home that government would be best 

which shoul d mai n t a i n order , enforce justice, keep taxes 

low, and enact as f ew l aws res tricting the freedom of the 

individual citizen or of the local political uni t as might 

be. n 9) 

In 1769 J eff erson entered public life when he was 

elected to the Virginia House of Bur gesses as Member for 

Albemarle County . Here he was one of a liberal group and 

unsucce s sfully proposed a bill for the emancipation of 

s l aves . 

In t he me antime, Jefferson's house at Shadwell had 

burnt down with the los s of his library and collected 

papers in 1770. I n the same year he built himself a new 

home for which he himse l f had drawn up the p l ans, nearby 

at Montic ello where he was to live aft er he married a 

young widow Martha Wayles Skelton . When his wife 's father 

died in 1773 her portion of t h e estate was such that it 

doubled t he ease of their c i rcumstanc es. 

As has been not ed, Jeffe r s on was elect ed a member of 

t he Virginia Legislature i n 17 69 when the death of 

Governor Fauquier ne c essitated an el ecti on . Routine 

l e gi s l a tive affairs , h owever, wer e soon to be lost sight 

of as the cri s i s with England approached. When the 

Virginia Assembly expressed sympathy with the opposition 

9) Adams, J.T o: Op . Cit. P . 34 . 

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER



-36-

of the Massachusetts Assembly towards the Townshend Duties 

t he new Governor 9 Berkel y 9 dissolved it . Jefferson was 

re-elected when the new elections took place. 

Elections again took plac e in 1774 when Berkely died 

and was succeeded by John Murray (Lord Dunmore) as Governor. 

At this stage the first Congr ess of Philadelphia was meet­

ing and Jefferson wrote the proposed instructions for the 

delegates of Virginia 9 namely "A Summary View of the Rights 

of British America." 

"Jefferson's first important political paper caus ed 

him to appear as a champion of fre edom and self-government 

who would yield little or nothing to the exigencies of the 

moment. That i s, he would yield practically nothing to 

the far-distant Mother-Country . To his brethren on the 

American Continent 9 on the other hand 9 he was quite 

prepared to make conc ess i ons. " lO) 

At the following Congr ess of Philadelphia Jefferson 

was a member of the Virginia Delegation. Here he became 

a member of the Committee which was to decide on the 

necessity of taking up arms against Britain. Later he 

was appointed with Ben jamin Franklin 9 John Adams , Roger 

Sherman and Rob~ert Livingstone to draw up a Declaration 

of Independenc e . In his Autobiography J efferson states 

that he was asked to draw up the document which, after a 

few deletions was accepted by Congress. 

"The literary excellence of the Declaration is best 

attested by the fact that it has stood the test of time. 

It became the most popul ar s tate paper of the American 

Republic not merely be cause it was the first, but a lso 

because to most pe ople it has seemed the best ..•. . So 

far as form is concerned, t he continuing appeal of the 

Declaration lies in the f act t hat it is clear and simple 

10) Malone, D. : Op . Cit. P. 190. 
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and that, for a l l it s careful craftsmanship and consummate 

grace 9 it was not s o highly po lished as to lose its edge . 1111 ) 

In October 177 6 Jefferson was back i n Virginia as a 

member of t he new House of Dele ga te s which had succeeded 

the old House of Burgesses . Here 9 he with Pendleton , 

Wythe 9 Mas on and Thomas Lee were ap:pointed as a committee 

for t he general revi s i on of t he s t a te laws. A number of 

bills were drawn up and J effers on was mainly re sponsible 

for those dealin g with crime and puni shment, citizenship, 

religi on and education . 

The Bill of Citi zenshi p extende d the vot e to a ll 

male immi grants who gave pr oo f of t he ir intent to settle 

i n Virginia and was pass ed only after he became governor. 

His Bill on Crime and Punishment was rejected mainly 

because it mitigated p enaltie s in advance of public 

opinion 9 an example being that capita l punishment was to 

apply only to treason and murder . Jefferson regarde d 

religi on as a privat e matter 9 and so his Bill on Reli gion 

provided for reli gious toler a tion. Like his Citi zenship 

Bill this to o was on ly pass e d after he became Governor . 

The Bills on Education 9 providing for a state- sponsored 

system of universal education and the establi shment of a 

public libr ary at Richmond were a lso defeate d on gr ounds 

of expens e. 

In 1779 9 a t the age of thirty-six 9 Jeffers on was 

elected Governor of Virginia . It is no teworthy that in 

his Au tobiography he devote s one paragraph to his work 

on education a t thi s time and one to the rest of his 

experience s a s Governor. "Be ing e lected als o one of the 

Visitors of William and Mar y Colle ge 9 a self-electing 

body 9 I effected 9 during my residence in Willi amsburg 

that year 9 a change in the organisation of that instit -

11) Ibid. P. 223. 

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER



-38-

ution, by abolishing the Grammar School, and the t wo 

professorships of Divinity and Oriental Languages, and 

substituting a professorshi p of Law and Police, one of 

Anatomy, Medicine and Chemi s try, and one of Modern 

Languages; and the Charter confining us to s ix professor­

ships, we added t h e Law of Na ture and Nations 7 and the 

Fine Arts to the duties of the Moral Professor 9 and 

Natural History t o t hose of the professor of Mathematics 

and Natural Philosophy . 11 1 2 ) 

The brief attent i on g i ven by Jefferson in his 

Autobiography to h i s g overnorship no doubt a rose be c ause 

it was a peri od of frustration'. During the war he was 

fac e d with the problems of rai s ing supplies, and by in­

vasions of Virginia f irst by the traitor Benedict Arnold 

and then by Tarleton. At the end of h i s second year 9 

Jefferson resigne d the Governorship and was succeeded by 

General Nelson. 

He now virtually retired to Monticello where he wrote 

his "Notes on Virginia :, i n answer to querie s on the s tat e 

sent to him by on of his correspondents, a Frenchman 

named Marbo i s . At this s tage his wife died. 

In June 1783 Jeffers on was a ga in a delegate for 

Virginia at Philade lphia and his chief work now was his 

propo sal and p lans for a decimal system of co inage . While 

he was at Philadelph i a , one of t he American Commi ss ioners, 

Jay, returned from Europe and proposed that J e fferson 

replace him. Th i s p roposal was accepted by Congres s . 

When J e fferson left for France h i s politica l 

philosophy had a lre a dy b e en formed and formulated in such 

works as the "Not es on Virginia, Summary View 9 and The 

De claration of Independence ~n and in the different bills 

for which he had b e en resp ons i ble . The remainder of his 

1 2 ) Jefferson, T. ~ "Autobiography ." (K&P . P. 52) 
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public life did not see any great modifica tion of these 

thoughts. "He came bac k without a s ingle ma jor idea 

which he had no t taken with him when he sailed from 

Boston ...... What Franc e d i d do for h i m i n the realm of 

political thought was to deepen and intensify the con­

clus ions he had already re a ched 9 particularly on such 

matters as the burden on a p eople of monarchy and 

privilege 9 the value of self- g overnment 7 the necessity of 

preparing the pe op le by education and otherwi se for the 

t ask 9 and the belief 9 from whi ch he never wavered 7 that 

so far from d emoc racy and self- gover nment be ing p ossible 

every-where 9 they we r e a t that time possible only in 

America, and even there only under the conditions which 

he was trying to c onserve 9 foste r and i mprove." 13 ) 

After five years in France 9 during whi ch time the 

American Const ituti on had been drawn up 9 Jefferson 

returned to America with the idea of having a holiday 7 but 

on l anding in November 17 89 he was me t with the news that 

he had been named as Secretary of State by President 

Washington . 

From 1 87 9 to 1 809 Jefferson was 7 for the mos t part 9 

a ctive i n the p olitical affairs of the c entral g overnment. 

During this period of thirty years he was Secretary of 

State 9 first real organi se r of an Ameri c an political 

party 9 and Vice-President. Hi s po litical career 

culminated in h i s t wo te rms a s pres i dent . 

In March 1 809 Jefferson a rrived at Mont ic e llo where 

he n ow devoted all his time to h i s p riva t e interests . He 

supervised work on the es t ate and again entered i nto a 

l arge correspondence. When Washington was destroyed by 

the English he so l d his great l i brary to the g overnment 

for half its value and i n 1 81 6 he turned ove r the 

1 3) Adams , J.T . : Op . Cit. P . 174 . 
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management of h i s aff a irs to his grandson Thomas J e f fe r son 

Rando l ph. I n 1814 he had been appointed a trustee of the 

yet unorganised "Al bemarle Academy " and he devoted the 

rest of h i s a ctive life to the work which culminated in 

the founding of the Uni versity of Virgi n i a in 1819. Seven 

year s l a ter 9 on t he 50th anni v8rsary of the Declaration of 

I n dependence 9 h e d ied . 

Referenc es (Other than tho se a lready mentioned ) ~ 

1 . Be cker 9 C. : "The De claration of I ndependenc e. " 

2 . Beloff 9 M.: "Thomas J efferson and American Democracy ." 

3 . Earnest 9 E. : ;, Academic Proces s ion. " 

4 . Ma lone 9 D. ~ r1Je f fe r son and the Ri ght s of Man . " 
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CHAPTER III 

THE PROJ3AJ3LE SOURCES OF JEFFERSON 'S POLITICAL 

PHILOSOPHY 

a) The t he orie_§ __ ~J~hn~ocke and other Philosophers . 

The object to the Doc laration of Independence was 

"Not to find out new princip les 9 or new a r guments 9 never 

before thought of 9 not merely to say things which had 

never been said before ; but to p l ace before mankind thG 

common sens ,) of thG subjGct 9 in t erms so p l a in and firm 

as to command their a ssent 9 and to justi fy ourselves in 

the independent stand we are c ompe lled to take . NGithe r 

a i ming at ori ginality of p rinciple or sentiment 9 nor yet 

cop ied from any particular and previous writing 9 it was 

intende d to be an expression of the American mind 9 and 

to give to tha t expre ss i on t he proper tone and spirit 

called for by the occ a sion. All i ts authority r ests then 

on harmonizing the santiments of the day 9 whether expr essed 

in conversation 9 in l etters 9 p rint ed essays 9 or in the 

elementa ry books of public right 9 as Ari stotle 9 Cicero, 

Locke. 11 14) 

It thus appears that the sourc es of the Declaration 9 

and of Jefferson' s politica l views 9 were two-fold. In 

the first place 9 his p oli t ica l philosophy was a reflecti on 

of contemporary American thought, and, i n the se cond 9 it 

was an adaptati on of Locke ' s Contract Theory and t he 

theories of other philosopher s . Jefferson ' s opinion of 

Locke is seen in the fact t hat he r e c ommended his works 

to the notic e of John Garland Jefferson i n his s tudy of 

l aw, 15 ) and in his s tat ement ~ "Locke ' s little book on 

14) Jefferson ~ 11 To Henry Lee, 8/ 5/18 25 ." (K&P. P. 719) 

15) J efferson ~ li To J . G. J e f fe rson , 11/6/1790. 11 ( K&P . P. 499) 
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Government 9 i s perfect as far as it goes.;; 16 ) Locke 

assumes the foremost place in J~ffer son ' s political interes t 

f or the l at t er f arther s t ates~ ;'The room be ing hung around 

with a c ollection of the - ortrait s of r emar kable men 9 

among them wer e those of Bacon 9 Newton and Locke 9 Hamilton 

asked me who they were. I to ld h i m t hey were my trinity 

of the three gr eatest men tbe world had ever produc ed. 11 l?) 

It would thus not be out of plac e to briefly c onsider 

the main po i nts of Locke's philosophy . 

Like iiobbes and others before hi m, Locke adopt s the 

conc eption of a state of natur8 . I n his natural s t ate 

man enj oys certai n natural r i ght s which ar e life and 

health, liberty and property. 18 ) These rights ar e 

reco gnis ed and res~e cte d by man i n hi s state of nature . 19 ) 

It i s to protect these rights from danger s both from within 

and without t he community that the politica l s ociety i s 

formed. All the individu2.ls contrac t wi th each other to 

unite and form the political soc i ety . The only ri ght which 

is given up on t he format ion of the political society i s 

that of determining vvhat are offenc es agains t the Law of 

N t d f . 1 . h . 1 t . 20 ) a ure an o punis1ing sue vi o a ions . 

There arc t wo corollaries to the contract . In the 

first pl a ce 9 t he will of the ma jority will in future bind 

the minority, and 9 secondly 9 each i ndividual has agreed to 

he l p carry out the deci s ions of the politica l authority. 21 ) 

The i nstituti ons through which the ends of political 

society a r e attai ned , a~c crea t ed by the so ciety its elf 
22 ' and a re what is commonly c a.lled the government . J 

Government i s re spons i bl e for the fixing of general r u le s 

16) 

17) 
18 ) 
19) 

J eff erson~ nTo Thomas M. Rando l ph, 30/5/1790 . " 
( K&P • P • 4 9 7 ) 

J efferson ~ "To Dr. Benjami n Rush, 16/1/1811 ." (K&P . P.690) 
du Pless i s , L. J . ~ ;1Die Moderno St aat . 11 P . 55 . 
Dunning, W. A. ~ "Politica l Theori es from Luther to 

Montes g_ui eu . 11 P . 347 . Hereinafter thi s 
work will be re f er red to as •1Luther to 
ril onte sq_ui eu ." 
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applicabl e uniformly to all the members of the society 

and so l egi s lation i s its primary and fundamental func­

tion. 23 ) The s ec ondary function 9 just a s important, is 

t h e exe cutive s ide which i s respons ible for enforcing the 

l aws by penalties . 

The Legi s lativ e i s supreme and 9 a ccording to where 

this power i s d e p os ited 9 Locke di s tingui shGs tho forms of 

g ov ernment. If the community its elf reta ins the 

l egisla tive p owers the g ov ernment i s a d emocra c y. If 

the se p owers are p l a c ed under a few select men, it is an 

oligarchy ; and 9 i f the y f a ll in the hands of a s ingle 

individua l 9 the gove r nment i s a mona rchy. 24 ) 

Though t h e Legi s l a tive branch of g overnment i s 

supreme 9 its s upremacy i s n ot a bsolut e . It must r u l e 

a ccording to the Laws of Nature and its powe r :is limited 

to the rights given u p by the individuals when 9 through 

their contra ct 9 they formed the p olitical society. 25 ) 

Behind the Logislatu r e s t ands the p eop le which is 

the final and highes t emb odiment of power. The p e op le has 

delegated its p ower t o the Legislature 1 but it retains the 

right at all times to over-rule the Legislature if that 

body does any-thing agains t the liberty and property of 

the sub j ect. The g over nment ma y be dissolved 9 but the 

society, with its s u p reme power 9 r emains intact . Locke is 

not clear wh en t hi s will happ en, but it seems that nothing 

less than a maj ority of t h e p e ople can take thi s decisive 

step to r eplace or r ~const i tut e t h e g overnment. Such a 

decisive s t ep only oc cu r s when in j u s tic e and oppression 

20) Ibid. P. 349 . 
21) Ibid. P. 351. 
22) Ibid. P. 353° 
23) Ibid. P . 354. 
24) Ibid . P. 35 5 . 
25) Ibid. P . 360. 
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have gone very far . 26 ) 

Besides the principl es of Locke 1 fra gments of the 

theories of othe r political thinkers also appear scatt ered 

through J efferson's writings . Though thes e are not t aken 

over in toto 1 they a r e s ome - time s mentioned or adapted to 

suit Jefferson's nee ds . Thus 1 fo r example 1 even Hobbes's 

idea of matter and motion be ing the u ltimate phenomena 27 ) 

are found echoed by J eff er s on without any elaboration 

thereof. 28 ) 

Jeffers on 1 in a dapting the idea of the l aw of Nature 

29) from Locke , s tress ed it s cons tancy. This idea of the 

constancy of Natura l Law too is not original and i s found 

in the philosophi es of Pla to 1 the Stoi c s and Cic ero 1 
3o) 

and als o Grotius. 3l) 

Another e l ement of Jefferson ' s philo s ophy is the 

degeneration of the state from the ideal fo rm through ger ms 

of corruption tha t exist i n it. 32 ) This mi ght have 

originated f r om s i mi l a r 1 though not i denti ca l 1 theori es of 

Pl a to 1 
33 ) Polybius 1 

34 ) or Cicero . 35 ) All three believe d 

the state could de gene r ate . 

Plato' s belief i n thre e pro gress ive s tages of 

education 36 ) i s given a democra tic adaptation by J efferson 

26) Dunning 1 W.A. : "Politica l Theori es from Rouss eau to 
Spencer . 11 Pp . 361- 363 . Hereinafter this 
work will be referred to as "Rousseau to 
Spenc er . 11 

27) Dunning 1 W.A ,: 11 Luther t o Monte squieu," P. 266 . 
28 ) J effer s on: 11 To J ohn .Adams 1 11/4/1823." (K&P. P. 705), 
29) Jefferson: "Report of a p l an to invit e fore i gn officers 

in the E::- i ti sh Servic e to desert . 27/8/177 6 . 11 

From Volume I of the "Papers of Thomas 
J effer son ," edited by J . Boyd . Hereinafter 
Boyd ' s editions will be referred to as Boyd I, 
Boyd II , etc . 

30) Dunning 1 W.A. : "Political Theorie s 1 Anci ent and 
Me di aGval ." P. 1 22 . He r einafter this 
work wi ll bG r eferred to a s "Anci ent and 
Mediaeval." 

31) Dunning, W.A.: "Lu t her to Monte squi eu. '' P. 165 . 
32 ) J eff erson: "To Edward Carrington 1 27/5/1788 ." ( Boyd 

XIII 1 P. 262 . ) 
33) Dunning, W .A. : "Ancient and Me di aeval." P. 33. 
34) I bid. P. 115. 
35 ) I bid. P . 1 20 . 
36 ) Ibid. Pp . 28-32. 
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who also envi s aged a sys tem of s tate education wi th three 

stages, aiming t o s erve the intere s ts of the s tate . 37 ) In 

educational views Jefferson a lso se ems akin to the French 

Physiocrats who beli eved that educa tion s hould be main­

tained by the sta te s o that citi zens should never los~ 

sight of the unvarying l aws of the s ocial ordero 38 ) His 

aim, however, is that educat i on should s erve to keep ali ve 

the ' vestal flame ' of republicani sm . 39 ) 

A more obviou s debt to t he P,hysiocra t s is i n economi c 

matters . As one writer point s out, their agrari an doctrines 

s eemed to fit American conditions perfectly . Some of the 

Phys iocrat s believe d that wea lth i s produc ed only by agr icul­

t ure and t he extractive industries whi le manufacture and 

commerce exist solely to exploi t these. 4o) As the real 

addition of wealth is the excess of agricultural produc t s 

over the cost of production , r eal s t a tecraft should a i m at 

keeping manufactures and commerce a t a minimum because they 

are sterile occupations whose eXJJansion impoverishes 

agriculture and t he extrac tive i ndus tries . 4i) Though not 

seeming to accept t hi s uheory as a who le, Jefferson a lso 

believed t hat agriculture was more i mportant than 

manufacture and commerc e and that it shoul d be promoted. 42) 

As the Phys iocrat s taught the do ctrine of ' laissez faire, 

laissez passer , ' 43 ) s o Je f ferson too accepted that govern­

men t t o be cor rect s h ou l d not int erfere exc ept to pr event 

its citizens from injuring each ot her. 44 ) 

37) Jefferson : "Notes on Virgi nia . 0 (K&P. P. 262 ) . 
38) Dunning, W . A. : nn.ous s eau to Spenc er . H P . 62 . 
39 ) J e f fe r son ~ "To J ame s r,1a di s on , 17/2/18 26 . " (K&P . P. 72 6 ) . 
40) Maxey, C . : "Poli ti cal Phi losophies . 11 P . 426 . 
41 ) Loe. C!it. 
42) J effer son : ;1Notes on Virgi n i a, Quer y XIX . " (K&P . P . 279) 0 
43 ) Dunning , W.A. : "Rous s eau t o Spencer, " P . 62 . 
44) J eff er son : ;; 1 s t I naugur a l Address, 4/3/1801." 

( K&P . P • 3 2 3 ) . 
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Laski a l s o states t hat Jefferson was also influenc ed 

by I1,1onte!quieu. 45 ) Though he rejected the idea that s mall 

sta tes a lone are fitt e d to b e republics, 46 ) Jefferson 

accepted that despotism cons ists of a concentra tion of the 

three p owers of gove rnment, 47 ) and good g overnment of a 

separation of the execut i ve, legislative, and judicial 

p owers into different hands. 48 ) Montesquieu too, stressed 

that each of the s e three p owers be exercised b y a diffe rent 

organ to insure politica l liberty to the citizen . 49 ) 

It is strange to note , however, that in spi t e of h i s 

h i gh re gard for th~ French pe ople, h i s friendsh i p with men 

l i ke de l a Fayette , a nd h i s s t a y i n France as Commi ss ioner, 

Jefferson did not seem to h ave been influenced to any grea t 

extent by Rouss eau . One writer states t hat thi s i s due to 

his philo sophy having a lr2ady been f ormed before he came 

i n to contact with French ideas, and that France merely 

confirmed the v i ews he alr eady held . 5o) This seems 

lo gical i n view of previous h i s torical events . Till the 

Peace of Paris in 17 63 Eng l a nd was de finitely the mother­

country of the colonie s and the French were the enemies . 

Rousseau ' s i mportant works app eared between 17 50 and 

1762 9 
51 ) and the Seven Ye a r s War and it s aftermath 

probably prevented any great influence by Rousseau on 

American thought . On t he other hand , Montesqui eu ' s 

" Sp irit of the Laws " was published in 17 48 52 ) so that 

there was time for h i s i nfluence to be felt during the 

Coloni a l Wars . 

45 ) Laski 9 H . g "The American Democracy .;, F . 397 . 
46) Jeffe rson ~ nTo d 'Ivc r n oi s , 6/2/179 5 . 11 (K&P . P . 531). 
47) Jeff erson : "Notes on Virgi n ia, Query XIII . 11 .(K&P . P. 
48 ) J effe r s on g 11 To John Adams 9 28/9/17 87 . " (:Boyd XII, P . 
49 ) Dunnin g 9 W.A. ~ 11 Luther to Montesquieu. " P . 413 . 
50) Adams 9 J . T . g Op, Cit . P . 174. 
51) Dunning, W. A.: 11 Rousseau to Spencer ." P . 2 . 
52) Dunning 9 W, A. ~ "Luther to Mont esqui eu , " P . 393, 

237 ). 
189 ). 
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It mus t be no t ed t hat many othe r writers like Wilhelm 

von Humboldt were i n J effer son ' s t i me exp ounding philosophies 

very s i milar t o h i s own. Thi s, h owev er, do es not mea n tha t 

he was indebte d to them a lthough he p r obably approved of 

much of the ir writings . Thu s h e admired Thomas Pa ine's 

revolutiona r y p olitica l writings , and entere d into cor­

re spondence with h i m. 53 ) While Se cre tary of State, he 

expressed the wi sh t hat c erta i n America n s , obvious ly the 

Fe de r a li s t s, s hou ld heed Pai ne ' s l e sson s and h e ended by 

enc ourag i ng him i n h i s vvo r k as a mo s t "sinc e r e votary 11 and 

"ardent we ll-vvi sher . 11 54) 

Dr. Richar d Pric e who had defende d the c a u se of 

American Indepen denc e in Great Brita i n was a l s o h eld in 

"este em a n d respect II by ,J eff (➔ rs on . 55 ) He agr eed with 

Price e speciall y that r nli g i on be base d on r eas on and a l s o 

corresponded wi th him . 56 ) 

In 1770 de Lol me s t ressed t hat liberty cons i s ts of t h e 

individual be i ng al lowed to enj oy t he p rodu ct s of h i s 

i n du stry and that the l avvs shoul d treat all a like. 

Bla cks tone ' s "Commcmt ari es " had appear ed i n 17 65 and con­

tained the idea t hat the Natur 1,l Law i s that "man s h ould 

purs ue hi s own true nnd subs tantia l ha1Jr i ness . 11 Becc a ria 

paid a tt ention t o punal rGform i n his "Crimes and Puni s h­

ment s " i n. 17 64 . 57 ) The thought s of t h ose men r esemble 

those of J e ff e r son who p r a i sed thcu by re c ommendi ng tha t 

the ir wo r ks be studi ed . 58 ) 

Tha t J efferson h ad r e a d wi de l y i n t he f i e l d of l aw and 

politic s i s b c r ne out by the fo llowi n g passage ~ "In 

politica l e c onomy, I thi nk Smith ' s Weal th of Nati ons the 

53) 
54) 
55) 
56 ) 
57) 
58 j 

- --- ---- --·----·------ ----
Jeffe r s on~ ;'To Thomas Pai ne, 11/7/17 89 . 11 (K&P. P. 47 8 ). 
Jeff e rson ~ "To Thomas Paine, 19/6/17 92 ." (K&P . P. 516). 
Jefferson ~ 11 To Dr . Pri ce 1 7/8/17 85 ." ( K&P. P . 369 ) 0 
J eff e r s on~ 11 To Dr. Pr ic e 1 8/1/ 17 89 . 11 ( K&P. P. 45 3). 
Dunning, W.A. ~ ;!Rousseau t o Spenc er, 11 Pf · 71-77 . 
Jeffe r son : " To Thomas NI. Ran dolph, 30/5/1790 . 11 

( K&P . P . 49 6 ) o 

11 To John G. J effer son , 11/6/1790 . " 
( K&P . P . 497) . 
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best book extant ~ in the s cience of governrnent 9 Montesquieu 's 

Spirit of Laws i s generally r ec ommended . It contai ns 9 

i ndeed 9 a great number of polit i cal t r uths 9 but also an 

equal number of heresies so that the reader mus t be cons tant-

ly on hi s guard O • • 0 e • Q • •• • 0 • 0 0 • 0 e O • 0 0 ♦ 0 O ♦ O O O O O O O O O C O ♦ 0 ♦ O ♦ •• 

• .. ... . .. .. .... Burgh ' s Political Di squi s iti ons a r e good 

als o 9 especia lly after reading Do Lol me. Several of Hume ' s 

Politi cal Essays are goo d . Ther~ are some exc ellent bo oks 

of the ory wri tten by Tur 0 ot and the economi s t s of Fr anc e . 11 59 ) 

Other works which J -.)ffe rson recommended are those of 

CokG 9 Vaughan 9 Salkeld 7 Strange 9 Burrow 9 Hale 9 Dalrympl e 9 

Sayer , Vcrey 9 Bl ackstone , Moll ey 9 VattGl and Voltaire . 60 ) 

If Jeff er son recorr.ir.1'3ndod such authors 9 it is pro babl e tha t 

he thought h i ghly of their works . Tho probabi lity then 

a l s o exist s t hat they i nfluenced h i s thought and h el ped 

i n it s deve l opment. 

b) Ame ric an Po li ti cal Tho11ght - ~-~fore the Revo l ution . 

It i s no won1er thRt the philosophy of Locke , with 

i ts claim of an inhorcnt r i ght for a people to rid them­

se l ves of an unpopular government 9 should hav e se i zed the 

i magi nation of the America~s i n t he heat generat ed by the 

Sugar, StBJnp and Townshend Act s . Dissati sfact i on was rife 

and any philosophy whjch adm::.tt ed the supreme power of the 

peopl e would be po1ular among those inclined to revolt . 

Per haps he was gencraJ. i sing, but Jefferson ' s s tat e~ent on 

t he Dec l aration, "The Sentiments were of all America , 61
) 

contained more thaYJ. an e l e:-1ent of truth . 

11 When J effer son put the do ctri ne of natural right s 

i n t o the imperishable words of the Dec l aration of 

59 ) Jefferson ~ 11 To Thomas 11. Randolph 9 30/5/1790 . 11 

( K&P. P . 49 6.) 

60 ) J efferson ~ 11 To John G. ,_Tefferson, 11/ 6/1790 . " 
( K&P. P . 497.) 

61 ) Jefferson ~ 11 To Jo seph D~la~ l a ine 9 12/4/1817. 11 

( K&P . I ' • 6 oO • , 
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Independence 9 i t was already familiar to Americans through 
,, 62) 

t he writings of well - known leaders and pamphl et eers. 

Jefferson ' s wo r k in this respect may be re garde d as a 

mere climax to the thought and argu.,~ents that had already 

t aken pl ace . 

One of the di fficulties i n t abul a ting American 

politic a l thought prior t o the Revolution is that it was 

not always lo gical . 63 ) Another was that there was no 

really systematic presenta tion of politica l theory during 

this t i me . 64 ) 

The a rgument at fir st s eems to have been l argely of 

a cons titutional nature involving the legal relations 
65 ) II 

betwe en the coloni e s and the home gover nment . It was 

assert ed that the colonists owed their allegiance 9 n ot t o 

Parliament 9 but t o the King . From hi m they had received 

their Charters, and to hi m9 and not to Parliament , they 

were a ccount ab l e. :=.ri ~3,in and the colonies, it was said, 

are distinct states 9 as we::.~e Engl and and Scotland before 

the Uni on, the y are boU11d together only by their c ommon 

allegi ance to a c ommon ki ng . 11 66 ) Parlirunent had thus 

no r i ght to levy taxe s on the co lonies or to legis late 

for them in any way . 

The line of reasoning was that acc ording to the 

Charters the co. oni sts were ent itled to a ll the r i ght s 

and privileges of native-born Engl ishmen . 67 ) Even 

Governor Stephen Hopkins of Rhode I s land observed i n a 

pamphlet that one of these r i ghts was i mmunity from 

-----~--~---------------
62 ) Curti, JIil . : "The Growth of Americ an Thought. " P . 119. 
63) Dunning 9 W.A. : "Rouss eau to Spencer.n P. 97 . 
64) Merri am, E. ~ "History of Americ an Political Theories ." 

P, 38 . 
65) Ibidem. P. 42, 
66) Loe. Cit. 
67 ) Ibid . P . 44. 
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taxation without the consent of elected representatives. 68 ) 

Abstract doctrines on 11 natural rights;' were also 

appearing. The lunerican leaders such as Dickinson, 

Hamilton and John Adams , 69 ) declared that there were 

such natural rights whi ch antedated the existence of 

government and so were superior. These natural rights 

were regarded as the basis of political rights . Thus 

even if the actions of the Briti sh Parli ament were 

perhaps legal they were still contrary to the inherent 

rights of man. 7o) The First Cont i nental Congress in 

177 4 adopted as re so l u tions that the colonists were en­

titled to life , liberty and property and to all other 

rights of subjects in England itself. 71 ) 

This attitude was wel l stat ed at the tiille of the 

Stan1p Act when Governor Thomas Hutchinson of Mas sachusetts 

reported that 11 t 1'1e preva iling reason at this t i me, is that 

the Act of Parliarne~t ~s against the Magna Charta, and 

the natural rights of Englishmen , and therefore, according 

to Lord Coke, null and void.' 72 ) On these grounds a 

count y court in Virgi ni a even went so far as to declare 

the Stamp Act uncons titut::.. onal. 73 ) 

Related to the ~~G ory of na·tural rights, was the 

doctrine that the pe ople were the basis of all political 

power. "Sinc e all men arc bo rn with the same natural 

rights? and i nasmuch as all le giti,1ate gove rnment mus t be 

based upon the consent of these individuals, it is evident 

that the gr eat mass of ~he peopl e are the foundation of 

the state ....... . The inherent and inalienable sovereign-

ty of the people was t herefor e assumed as a political 

---------------------------- --- ----
68) Kully, A.H. & Harbison W.A. : Op . Cit. P . 69 . 
69) Merriam, E.: Op . Cit. P . 48 . 
70) Ibidem. P. 47. 
71) Kelly A. H. & Harbison W.A.: Op . Cit. P . 84 . 
72) Agar, H. ~ "The Unitod Statos. 11 P. 6 . 
7 3) Loe. Cit . 
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principle of incontestabl e validity. 11 74 ) 

Thomas Pa ine ' s famous pamphlet of J anuar y 177 69 

"Common SGnse" , was based upon this a r gument. He went 

f arther in a b itter at tack up on t he monarchy f or not 

promoting what he considered the main funct ion of govern­

ment , namely the prot e c tion of f reedom and securi ty . 7 5 ) 

With the passage of the Intolerable Acts and the 

growt h of p opular resentment agai nst Britain , it was 

i nevita ble tha t referenc es s hou l d be made to Locke's 

tha ory of the pe ople ' s right to r evolt . Even i n the 

pulpit ministers like the Rev . Jonathan Mayhew referred 

to thi s doctrine and the t wo r ev ol ut ions that had taken 

p l ace i n England herse lf. 76 ) Th i s doc trine was a lso 

used by Th omas Paine and was so on t o find an e c ho i n some 

of the sta t e constitutions . Thus tha t of New Hampshire 

declare d that the teac h ing of non-res i s t anc e was " s lav i sh 9 

absurd and destructive of the g ood and h appi ness of man-

kind 9 " 
77) while in P ennsyl vani a it was laid dovm that 

" the community hath an indubita ble 9 i nal ienabl e and in­

defeas i ble r i ght to a lter 9 re f orm or ab ol i sh g over nment 

i n such manner as shall by that c ommunity be judged mo s t 

c onducive to the common woal. 11 78 ) A s i milar prov ision 

was c ont a i ned in the Constitut ion of De l awar 0 also . 79 ) 

All the main p oints of Locke ' s poli t ical t h ought; 

t he doctrine of inalj Gn ablo natural ri gh t s , the contract 

t he ory of the state, the abs olute sovereignty of t he 

p e ople and t he r i ght of rGv ol ut i on against evil and un­

popul a r gover:lllents 5 wer e: thus b2 ing ut t e re d i n America 

befor e the outbreak of th Revo l ut ion . Lo cke ' s theori e s 

wer e being appli ed by t he coloni sts i n the ir many 

7 4 ) 
7 5 ) 
7 6) 
77) 
78) 
79 ) 

Merri am, E . : 
Kell y, A. H. & 
Me r riam 9 E . : 
Nierri am, E . : 
Loe. Cit. 
Loe. Cit. 

Or, . Cit. 
Earbison 9 

Op . Ci t . 
Ibidem . 

P . 54 . 
W. A . : 
P . 55 . 

P . 57 . 

Op . Ci t . :!? . 86 . 
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argument s agains t subservienc e to the British Parliament . 

This 9 h owever 9 does not me an that Loc ke was the sole 

source of American t hou ght in t he struggl e against 

Bri t ain , nor t hat there was no Oppos ition from loyalist 

sources , not only to Lo cke ' s t heori es but to all 

r evoluti onary philosophy . Such opposition is exemplified 

i n the Rev. Jonathan Boucher 9 a cler gyman in Virginia and 

Maryland from 1759 to 1775 9 who to ok a firm s tand against 

Lo cke ' s doctrines and farther po i n t ed out that the f irs t 

r ebel was Lucifer. 80) 

Had Jeffer son never consulte d Locke ' s works himself, 

it is still h i ghly probable that hi s philosophy of the 

stat e would have been what it was ; for, as he himself 

admit ted, it was based on those ideas circulating in 

America and acc ept ed by many Junerican l eaders. And thos e 

i ueas, to a l a r ge ext ent may be regarded as the pr actical 

applicat ion of Lo cke ' ~ p~ ilo s ophy t o t he a r guments of 

t he times . 

That Jefferson c ame int o contact wi th these ideas 

i s borne ou t by hi s l arge circ le of correspondent s . He 

exchanged vi ews wi t h many prominent Americans of his day 

such as John and Samue l Adams, J ohn Page , Peter Carr , 

J ames Madi s on 9 John Jay , John Dicki ns on and many others . 

References (Other than thos e alr eady mentioned) : 

1. Carpenter, W. S.: "The Development of Ameri can Political 
Thought . " 

2 . Ca tlin, G. : "A Hi story of the Politica l Ph ilosopher s . n 

3. Commager, H. S . : "Living Ideas of America ." 

4 . de Gr azi a, A. : "The Elements of Political Scienc e . " 
5 . Mudge , E. T. : "The Socia l Philos ophy of John Tp,ylor of 

Caroline. 11 

6 . Rossiter , C. : 11 Soedtimo of the Republic." 

80 ) I bidem . P . 67 . 
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CHAPTER I V 

JEFFERSON 'S POLITICAL THEORY 

a) Natur al Law o 

As a lready obser ve d i n Chap t e r I , J e f fe r son wrot e n o 

treat i se on gov ernment and h i s po l itic a l philosoph y mus t 

t hu s be sou ght i n h i s pu blic papers and private l etter s . 

As a r esult of t h i s many gap s wi ll seem to appear . Some 

part s of h i s philos ophy a r e expl a i ned fully, other s a r e 

mere l y hint e d a t , while y e t ot he r s a r e s t ated wi thout 

de t a ils o Farthermore , as h i s t houghts are f ound s c a tt e r e d 

in h i s papers t here i s litt le log ica l or c h r ono logica l 

seque n c e . 

A s t a r t t o Jeffe r s on ' s phi l os ophy c an be found in 

h i s vi ews on the unive r se . J eff erson believed t hat a 

study of a l l the aspe c ts of the uni ver se : t he mov ement s 

of h eavenl y b odi es , t he s t r u c tur e of the ear t h itself and 

of a ll ani mal and vege t abl e life and their r e lat ionshi ps 

wi th one ano t her , c ould load one to bu t one beli e f , and 

t hat a bel i e f i n t he exi st enc e of but one God , t he 

"Fabricator", "Preser ver and Regulator " of a ll thi n gs. 81 ) 

Th i s s c rip t ural view of God as the Ori g i n of a l l , is 

r epeated often. God i s r efer r ed to as the Creator of 

Men, 82 ) "Lord b oth of b ody and mind, 83 ) " t he Au t hor of 

our natu r e, 84 ) and 11 Go d Al mi ghty . . 0 . of h i s creat i on . :i 85 ) 

Dr . A. Kuype r s t ates that terms like thos e in the 

DGc lar a ti on whe r e Go d is referred t o as t he 11 Supreme 

J udge " seem t o show t h e infl uenc e of Ca l vini s m on American 

thought. 86 ) 

81) J e fferson ~ 
8 2) J effers on~ 
83 ) J effersong 

84 ) J e fferson g 

85 ) Je f fersong 

86 ) :.ti.:! E e:s::c =. : 

HTo John Adruns , 11/4/1 823 . ;: ( K&P . P . 7 0 5 . ) 
"Dec l aration of Independenc e . " (K&P. P . 22 ) 
"Ac t for Re ligious Fi~ee dom. 11 

( Boyd I I , 
P . 5 45 . ) 

nTo Gene r al Assemb l y of North Carol i ne, 
( K&P. P • 3 4 5 • ) 

" To I saac Zane , 26/2/1778 ." (Boyd I I, 
P . 175 . ) 

"He t Ca l v i n i sme - Zes Stone - Le zingen . " P . 7 8 . 
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God has thus c r ea t ed man and has pl a ced him in a 

world which is a l s o the object of His crea tion. He has 9 

however 9 not crea ted t h e s t a te or civil society for it is 

man hims elf who enters into government. 87) 

Many contempora r y American thinkers such a s Samuel 

Co oke and J ames Oti s believed t hat men living in s ociety 

without government or an y common superior exemplified a 

sta te of nature . 88 ) That this view was also shared by 

Je ffe r son can be seen from the foll owing passa ge ~ nshall 

t hese government s be dissolved 9 • ••••••• and their people 

reduced to a stat e of nature 9 a t the i mperious bre ath of 

a body of men whom they never saw?" 89 ) 

Thomas Hobbes bel iev ed t hat such a state mus t in­

evitably9 because of each man ' s s triving t o atta in his 

own ends 9 be one of unceas ing s trife. 9o) This idea is 

at the outse t r e jected by Jefferson who 9 in referring to 

the growt h of public debt and t axa tion which may fo l l ow9 

sta te s: "Then begins 9 indeed 9 the bellum omnium in omnia 9 

which some philo s opher s obs erving to be so general in 

thi s wor l d, have mi s taken it f or t he natural 9 i ns tea d of 

t h e abu s i ve s t a te of man. ,; 91 ) 

John Locke 9 wliom Jeffe r s on so obvi ous l y admired 9 

also beli eved that the s t a te of natur e i s not one i n 

9 2) 

which men live i n bruti s h 1 reciproc a l hos tility 9 and that 

it i s no t a l awless s tate . 9 3) J efferson agr eed with 

t h i s f or h e was convi nced tha t tho se s ocietie s such as 

t he American Indian s wh:.:_ ch l i ve wi thou t government enjoy 

i n t heir general mass i nfin i tely more happi ness than 

87) 
88 ) 
89 ) 
90 ) 
91) 

9 2) 

93) 

Jefferson ~ nTo d 'Ivernoi s 9 6/2/17 9 5 . " ( K&P. P. 532 .) 
Rossiter 9 C.: Op . Cit. Pp . 363-364 .) 
Je f f erson: "Summary Vi ew 9 177 4 . " ( K&P . P. 300.) 
Du.nning 9 W.A . ~ "Luther to Montesquieu . 11 P. 269 . 
Jeffe r son ~ "To Samue l Ker cheval 9 12/7/181 6. " 

( K&P . P. 67 4. ) 
Je fferson : 11To Dr. Ben j amin Rush 9 16/1/1811. 

( K&P . P. 609,) 
Dunn i ng 9 W. A.: "Lu t her to Montesquieu . " P. 345. 
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t hose under g overnments . 94 ) As one author has po inted 

out 9 American Indian society represented to Jefferson 

"idyllic pe r fe c tion." 95) What offence s there may occu r 

i n such a socie ty are punished by contemp t or exclus ion 

from t he society 9 and 9 though thi s specie s of coercion 

may s eem to be imperfect 9 c rimes a re rare. 96 ) 

The happ i ness and orderliness of the natural s tat e 

are 9 a ccording to Lo c ke 9 due to the law of nature under 

which the reason and e quality of men play the fundamental 

role s . 97 ) I n America the idea of a law of natur e as a 

restriction on all human activity was ac cepted by such 

men a s the Rev . Williams of Hartford and James Otis who 

l ooked on it as divine i n origin . 98) Th i s view was 

a ccep t ed bo t h by Samue l Adams and Thomas Jefferson who 

re garded the l aw of nature as so constant that it cou ld 

not even be a ltered by its Creator 9 God Himse lf. 99 ) 

The c onstancy of the law of nature in ,Jefferson ' s opinion 

is shown in his re ference to 11 principles which being 

derived f r om the un a lterable laws of Go d and Nat ure can­

not be superseded by any human aut hority or engagement. 11 lOO) 

101) 
Grot ius a lso believed the law of nature to be i mmutable. 

Rossiter sta tes that the i dea of a l aw of nature 

r eceived four basic applications i n America~ firstly 9 

it was regarded as a s e t of moral s tandards governing 

private conduc t ; secondly it was nn a bstract j us tice to 

which t he laws of man sho1J.ld conform , thirdl y 9 i t re ­

presented the dema~c a tion of the proper sphere of 

9 4 ) J efferGon ~ 11 To :Edward Carringt on 9 16/1/17 87 . " 
( Boyd XII 9 P . 49. ) 

95) Hendrick, B.: Op . Ci t . P . 113 . 
96) Jefferson~ "Notes on Virg inia 9 Query XI. 11 (K&P. P . 220~ 
97) Dunn i ng 9 W. A. ~ nLuther to Montesqui eu . 11 P . 346 . 
98) Rossiter, C. ~ Op . Ci t. P . 33 6 . 
99 ) Ibidem . P . 367. 
100) J efferson~ 11 Report of a p l an to invite fore i gn officers 

in the British Service to desert 
27/8/1776 . 11 

101) Dunning, W. A. ~ "Luther to Montes quieu . " P. 1 65 . 
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political authority ; and las tly it was the source of 

natural rights. 102 ) The latter view was that of 

Jefferson who, in listing the Coloni sts' grievances 

against t he :Bri tish Parliament referred to "ri ghts as 

derived from the l aws of nature. 11 lO 3 ) These natural 

rights are · universal and not confined to any body or 

group of men for Jefferson s tates they are "The ri ghts 

which God •.... ha s given e qually and independently to 

all ." 10 4 ) 

What these natura l rights actually were in American 

mi nds i s difficult to state for 9 as Rossiter po i nts out 9 

they we r e given a meaning t o suit practical purposes . io5 ) 

Even Jefferson was more concer ned vvi th action and the 

reasons for action than with finding a creed 9 
10 6 ) and 

so his views on the nature of natural rights were often 

express ed to suit the ne eds of the moment. As :Becker 

points out 9 the Colonist s cou ld n ot have based their 

claims on the l egal grounds of being :British subject s 

and so they had t o f all ba ck on t h e natural rights of 

man. lO?) To fit dif f erent cla i ms of the times it s eems 

as if Jefferson had to vi ew na tural right s v ery widely. 

However, i f we consider what Jeff erson at differ ent times 

stated to be spec i f ic natur ~l ri ghts it will be found 

that they are linke d . 

Jefferson's draft of t he Decla ration of Independence 

r ead as follows ~ 11 We ho l d these truths to be self evident ~ 

tha t all men arc create d equal ; that they are endowed by 

10 2) Rossiter 9 c. ~ Op . Cit. Pp . 368-369. 
103) J efferson ~ nsummary Vi ew9 1774 . 0 (K&P . P . 310 . ) 
104) Loe. Cit. 
105) Op . Ci t . P . 375 . 
10 6) neloff, M. ~ Op . Cit. P . 250 . 
107) Op. Cit. P . 21. 
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their Creator with inherent and inalienable right s; 

t hat arnong these arc life , l i bert y 9 and t he pursuit of 

happine ss. 11 108 ) 

The ver y wording of the De clar ati on s hows that Life, 

Liberty and the Pursuit of Happi ness a r e but part of 

man 's nat ur a l rights. As has be en note d , thes e ri ghts 

are given equally to a l l men . iog ) Jefferson l a id great 

stress on the equal rights of all men and r egrette d that, 

while hi s fellow Americans had fought for their own rights, 

t hey were unwilling to r eco gnise t he equal r i ghts of 

their s l av es. llO) All member s of a society mus t be 

treated equally. lll) The gr eat str ess pl a c ed by 

Jeffe rson on the ri ght of equality whi ch i s continued 

aft or t he f ormation of a politica l s ociety can be seen 

in his a t tempt s as Pres i dent to i n t roduc e i nformality and 

equality even i nto di p lomati c functi ons, a move whi ch 

much annoye d the British Mi n i ster . 112 ) I t i s a l s o 

r evealed i n h i s oppos ition to a grant of allowanc es to 

members of the Virgini a Gene r a l Assembly in 1778 withou t 

consulta tion with the peopl e for he r eas oned that "It 

being inc ons i s tent with t he principle s of civil liberty, 

and contrary to the na tural r i ght s of t he other members 

of the s oci e t y , that any body of men therein shoul d have 

authority to enl a rge their own powers , prerogatives or 

emolument s without r es traint, the General Assembly cannot 

a t their own will increase the allowance.'' 113 ) Ye t it 

must be stressed that t his equali ty does not extend to 

108 ) Jefferson~ 
109 ) J eff er s on ~ 
110) Jeffers on ~ 

111) J efferson ~ 

112) Bemis, s . ~ 
113) J efferson ~ 

"Declar at ion of Independence . " (KcJcP . P . 23 ) 
"Summary View, 1774 . 11 (K&P . P . 310.) 
"To J. E . Demeunier, 26/6/17 86 . i: 

( Boyd X, P . 63.) 
aT o Skinker and Garrard, 14/4/17 81. 11 

( Boyd V, P . 451.) 
Op . Cit. P. 27 3 . 
11 Bill to gi ve members of the Genera l As­

sembly an adequate a llowance . 12/12/1778. 11 

(Boyd II , P . 231. ) 
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t a l ent or abi li ty but only to ri ght s en joye d for 

J e fferson perc e ived t hat 11 There i s a n a t u r a l ari s to c r a cy 

among men . The grounds of t h is are v irtue a nd t a l ent s . :;114 ) 

The fir st item of Locke ' s trin ity 9 "Life 9 " r e ceives 

the same p os ition in Jeffers on;s philos ophy. In the 

Decla r a tion it is "endowed" by the Creator while i n 

othe r pla ce s J e f fers on states it is " given " by God. 115 ) 

The means to maintain life are a l s o important and every 

man has a nat u r a l right to u se the eart h and its pro duct s 

for 11The earth i s g i ven as a common s tock for men t o 

l abour and live on. 11 116 ) 

A corolla ry to the natural right to li fe is t he 

ri ght of self-defenc e and se lf-pre serva tion . While 

refus ing to c ondone any sugg es ti on of using the I ndians 

agai ns t the British i n the War for Independenc e 9 J effer ­

son states however tha t if the I nd i ans we r e at tacked by 

the British they woul d h ave a "n a tur a l right to puni sh 

the aggressor s " and defend themselv es . 117 ) To stress 

t he ri ght of s elf- p re servati on J effer s on quote s the 

examp l e of a s hip in need of p rovisions which if refused 

a supply by ano t her s hip c an t ake a suppl y by forc e fo r 

" Tho l aws of necessity , of se lf-preservat ion •...... ... .• 

•• a • o • •• • o o e o o • • •ao e o e o e o o oo o o e e e oo o oaoo oea e are of 

h i gher obli gation.n 118 ) 

Clo sely linke d with life i s Li bert y for "The God who 

gave us life, gave us liberty a t the s ame time; t he hand 

of fo rce may de s troy 9 but c anno t disjo i n them ." 119 ) The 

114 ) Jefferson ~ 
115) J e ff e r son~ 
116) J e f f e rs on ~ 

117) J Gfferson ~ 

" To John Adams 9 28/10/1813. :, (K&P . P . 6 32 . ) 
" Summary View 9 1774." ( K&P. P. 311 . ) 
" To Jame s Madis on 9 28/ 10/ 1785 ." 

( Boy d VI II, P . 68 2 . ) 
11 To G8org e Rogers Cl a r ke 9 29/1 / 17 80." 

~Boyd III 9 P . 27 6.) 
11To Jean Babti s t o Ducoyne 9 1/6/17 81 . " 

( Boyd IV 9 P . 61 . ) 

118 ) J eff ers on ;, " To J . "rJ . Colvin 9 20/9/1 810 .n ( K&P . P . 60 6, ) 
119) J effe r son ~ " Summa r y Vi ew 9 1774 . 11 ( K&P . P. 311 . ) 
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i mportanc e plac ed by Jeffe rson on the n a tural ri ght to 

liberty is seen i n h i s e ffort s on behalf of reli gious 

fr e edom, 120 ) his belief in freedom of speech and of the 

press, 
121

) his hate of s t anding armie s which l ead to the 

enslavement of a people, 1 22 ) his des ire f or the 

emancipa tion of the slaves , 123 ) and even his wish for a 

free, agricul tura l p eople . 124) 

"Every man and evor y body of men on earth, p ossesses 

the r i ght of self-g ove rnment . They receive i t vd th the ir 

b e ing from the hand of n a ture . ... ... . . .. . . ..... . . •. ... .. 

. . ..... . . . . ... . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . The y retain it as a natural 

ri ght and may exercise it in what form the y please. 11 125 ) 

After life itself 9 liberty a nd self-government a re with­

out doubt man ' s mos t imp ortant natural ri ght s; they are 

"mo s t valuab l e to man. n 1 26 ) Like Rousseau, J effer s on 

believed it a "palpable truth, tha t the mass of mankind 

has not been born with saddles on their backs, nor a 

favor Gd f ew boo t ed and spurrGd ready to ride them . 11 127 ) 

There are , however, limits to the r i ghts of liberty 

and self-government which a r o possibly i mp osed by t he 

right of equality . Though it is c l ear t hat J effer son 

beli eve d in man's fr ee dom to act in hi s own interests 

such a ctions mu s t no t b e h a rmful to others. This is 

clear from h i s a ttitude to c ommerci a l a ctiviti e s which 

he believed h a r mful for i
1No man c an have a natural right 

to enter on a calling by whi ch it i s a t l eas t ten to one 

h e will r u in man y be tter me,n than hims e lf . 11 1 28 ) The 

1 20) J eff e r s on ~ 
1 21) J e ffe rs on~ 

1 22 ) J e ff e rson ~ 
1 23) J efferson~ 
124) J effer s on ~ 
1 25 ) J effer s on ~ 

12 6 ) J Gff e rson ~ 
1 27) J eff e rson ~ 
128 ) Jefforson ~ 

" To . 1'•;r. A. Dona l d . 7/2/17 88. " ( K&P.P o 442.) 
1 s t I naugur a l Address 4/3/1 801. 
( K&P . P . 3 2 4 . ) 
"Summary Vi ew . 177 4 . 11 (K&P . P . 309.) 
"To Edward Cole s , 25/8/1814. 11 (K&P. P. 461.) 
"To John J a y , 23/8/17 85." ( K&P . P. 371 ) 
11 0pinion on Trans f erence of Seat of Govt . 
15/7/ 1790 . 11 ( K&P . F . 316 . ) 

"T o John Adams, 21/11/1812. 11 ( K&P. P. 615 . ) 
" To Ro ge r We i gh t man , 24/6/1826." ( K&P . P. 729) 
"To Nathani e l Tra cy , 17/8/17 85 ." ( Boyd VIII 1 

P. 309 . ) 
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boli ef tha t man's fro 2dom mus t not harm others is also 

seem i n h i s vi ows that the practic e of r eli g ion must 

not disturb others 9 
1 29 ) and that tho exerci se of fre e • 

dom and speech should b G limit e d by a law of libel. l30) 

It is interesting t o note tha t Jefferson diff ered 

from his master Locke in re gard to the third item of 

Locke's gre a t trinity of natural ri ghts, namely 'property.' 

Thi s he discarde d in favour of the ' pursu it of happ i ness .' 

He denied that the ori g i n of any k ind of property is 

derived from nature for property belongs equally to men 

in common while s table ownership comes l at e in the progress 

of society and is the gift of social l a w. 131 ) Locke 

believed property was a n a tural ri ght, 13 2 ) and Rouss eau 

that it was the starting p o i nt of civil society with all 

its a ttendant evils. 1 33 ) On the other hand, Jefferson 

was more optimistic and saw in the deve lopment of property 

the development of order and stability. 134 ) 

By making 'the pursuit of happiness ' the third of 

his trinity of natural ri ghts, Jefferson seems akin to 

Hobbes who beli eved men strove after happ ines s by attai n ­

i ng their ends . 135 ) Becker, 136 ) Maxey, 137 ) and 

Hendrick 1 38 ) are of the opinion tha t h e thus introduced 

a note of humanitarianism into po litics and the duty of 

g overnment . The pur suit of hap:pine s s was perhaps in­

evitable as a natural right for Jefferson because as 

Olive r p oints ou t he believed in humanity without reserva­

tions o 139 ) Thi s i s borne out by such facts as h i s belief 

i n universal educat i on i 4o) and his anx i ety over t h e comfort 

129) Jefferson ~ "To J ames Madison, 31/7/1788 . " ( K&P . P . 451.) 
130) Jefferson ~ 2nd Inaugural Address, 4/3/1805. 

( K&P . P . 3 4 3 . ) 
131) Je fferson ~ "To I saac Mc Pherson 1 3/8/1 81 3 . i1 (K&P. P . 629. ) 
132) Du P l essis 1 L . J . ~ Op . Cit. P. 55 . 
133) Dunning , W .A . ~ ;' Fr o:r:1 Rous seau to Spencer. " P . 10 . 
134) Jefferson ~ ilTo the Cherokee Chiefs, 10/1/1806 . 11 

( K&P • P • 5 7 8 . ) 
13 5) Dunning 9 W.A. ~ "From Luther t o Montesquieu . n P. 267. 
136) Op . Cit. P . 255 . 
137) Op . Cit . P . 414. 
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even of his slaves . 141 ) 

How man is to pursue hi s h a p p ine ss is not said but 

it seems to b e linked with the liberty and self-government 

of man. Th e list i ng under t wenty-seven heads of the 

grievances of the Coloni sts against George III may possibly 

be taken as nega tive evidence of the nature of man ' s 

happ iness and hovv it is to b e obtained. Negative evidence, 

however, is not a l ways sati s factory and so it is better 

to link it with the exercise of se l f - g overnment of man by 

himse l f a cc ordi n g to whic h h e acts in his own i nterests 

provided that he does not harm others . 142 ) 

Scattered through Jefferson ' s wri tings such as the 

" Summary View 11 are cla ims of c e rtain r i ghts having their 

ori gins in the l aw of nature . This i s because Jefferson 

and the other Colonists were often more concerned wi th 

specific liberties than wi th origina l one s in the state 

of nature . 143 ) The exercise of such liberties may 

perhaps be relevant to the pursuit of hap p i ness . The y 

inclu de the natural ri ghts of freedom of cons cienc e , 144 ) 

mi gration from one p l a c e or country to another, 145) 

the right of one party to force others to carry ou t 

agreements, 146 ) fr ee dom of speech and s en timent , 147 ) 

and even the exerci s e of a fre e trad e with all parts 

of the world . 148 ) As Ros s iter p oi nts ou t, 

138 ) Op . Cit . P . 115. 
139 ) Op . Cit. P. 246 . 
140) Jefferson~ Bill for more general diffus ion of knovv­

l edge . ( Boyd II, P . 526 . ) 
141) Jeffers on ~ 11 To Franci s Eppes 30/7/1788." 

( Boyd XI, P . S40.) 
142) J efferson ~ "To Nathaniel Tracyl 17/ 8/17 85 . " 

( Boyd VIII, P . 309 . J 
143 ) Rossiter; C. ~ Op . Cit . P . 378 . 
144) Jefferson ~ 11 To Edward Dowse 1 19/4/1803 . " From "The 

Basi c Writings of Thomas Jefferson 9 n 

edited b y P . S . Foner, P . 659 . He rein­
after thi s work will be referred to as 
Fon er . 

1 45) Jefferson ~ 11 Summary Vi ew, 1774 . " ( K&P . P . 293 . ) 
146) Jefferson ~ "To Edmund Randolph , 3/8/17 87 . 11 

( Boyd XI, P . 672. ) 
147) Je fferson~ ilSumma ry View, 1774." ( K&P . P . 310 . ) 
148 ) Loe. Cit. 
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t hese rights were claimed as having the i r origin in 

natural law by man y othe r promi nent Coloni s t s s uch as 

Nils on 9 Lee 9 Iredell 9 Mayhew and Dick inson, 149 ) In 

claimi ng such ri ght s Jeffers on was giving expr es sion to 

widely held v i ews which without doubt p l a yed a part i n 

the wording of t he De cla r ation that Life 9 Liberty 9 and 

t he Pursuit of Happi ness a r e among the inhe rent right s 

of mankind. Even the t erms 'libert y ' and ' pursuit of 

happi ness ' c an p ossibl y be so wi de l y interpr eted as to 

i n clude any specific cla i m to s ome or other right . 

Locke beli eved that the stat e of nature was a peace­

ful one b e c aus G it s members a re conscious of and h ave 

r e s p ec t for the l aw of nature . 150 ) In this r espect he 

i s clo se l y followed by Jeffe r son who had gre a t f aith " in 

the n atural int e grity and di s cretion of t h e p eo ple, 1 51 ) 

and a l so i n t h eir good s en s e . 1 52 ) Thi s natural g ood 

sens e and p ower to reason s e em·. to b e universa l for 

Jeff ers on believe d that human nat ure i s the same on every 

side of t h e ocean. 1 53 ) 

There are moral duti e s which exist b e tween i ndividual s 

i n t h e state of nature and whi ch a ccompany them into a 

s t a te of s ociety. 1 54 ) Th i s co de of mor a l s has been 

imp l ante d in man as part of h i s nature and g overn h i m 

b oth i n hi s i n divi dual and ass oci a ted a ctions . 1 55 ) Th e 

moral s ense of right and wr ong is as innate in t h e 

1 49 ) 
150) 
151 ) 
1 52) 

Ros s iter ., c. ~ Op . Ci t . Pp . 375- 380 . 
Dunn i ng 9 W. A. :: 11 Luther to Monte squieu . " P . 347 . 
Je fferson: 11To J ohn Meli sh 9 13/1/ 1 813. Ii ( K&P . P . 
Jeff er son : 11 To Edward Carrington 9 1 6/1/1787 . 11 

( Boyd XI 9 F . 49. ) 

620) 

XIII . 11 
( K&P. 15 3 ) Jefferson ; "Note s on Virg i n i a 1 Query 

P . 238 .) 
1·0p i nion on Renunciation of French 
Treat ie s 9 28/4/1793 . 11 (KJ:P . P . 317 . ) 

15 4 ) Jefferson ~ 

155) Je ff ;:;rson: "T o the Gene r a l Ass embly of North Caroline., 
10/ 1/1808 . 11 ( K&P . P . 345.) 
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c harac ter of man as t he sense of tast i ng and fe e l i ng is 

in h i s phys ical being. 1 56 ) 

J e fferson makes thi s c l ear in h i s advice to a youth 

on a c our se of readi ng a nd s tudy where he has the foll ow­

i ng to say about moral philosophy~ 11 I thi nk it lost t i me 

to a t tend l e c tures i n thi s branc h . He who made us would 

have been a pit i ful bungler if He had made the r u l es of 

our moral c onduct a matter of s c ienc e . For one man of 

s c i en c e, there are thousands who are n ot . What wou ld 

have be c ome of them? Man was de s tin ed for soc i ety . Hi s 

moral i ty t h erefore was to be forme d on this object. He 

was endowed with a sense of r i ght and wrong mer ely re l at i ve 

t O thi s . 0 Cl O O •• 0 •••• '-' • • • 0 ••• • • •••• •••• •• •• 0 •• 0 • Cl ••••••• 0 ••• • 

..... . . The moral sense 9 or consc ience 9 is as much part 

of man as h i s leg or arm. It is g i ven to al l human 

be i ngs in a stronger or weaker degree 9 as force of membe r s 

i s g i ven them in a greater or less degree • . .. .. . . . ..•..••• 

Cl • Cl • Cl Cl O O Cl O Cl O O O O O O Cl U e O O ~ O Cl O Cl Cl O C r> e 0 Cl Cl Cl O II Cl e Cl O State a moral 

case to a p loughman and a professor . ~he forme r will 

de c ide i t as well, and often better than the latter, 

be c ause he has not be e n led astray by a rtificial rules ." 1 57 ) 

Man i s thus a rationa l be ing because the p rincipl es 

of associat ed life are written in his head and heart and 

there he will never r ead pe r miss i on to annul his 

obl i gations . 15 8 ) Mutual respect f or t he rights of others 

thus seems to ensure peace in the s t a te of nature . 

b) The Deve lopment of the Political Society f r om the St a t e 

of Nature. 

I f 9 as Hendrick h a s p ointed ou t , the state of nature 

1 5 6 ) Jefferson~ 
157) Jeffe rs on ~ 

158) Jeff erson ~ 

"Notes on Virgini a, Query XI ." (K&P . P . 221) 
11 To Peter Carr, 10/8/1787 . a 

(Boyd XII~ F. 14 . ) 
11 0pinion on Renunciation of French Treaties 9 

28/ 4/1793 . 11 (K&P . P. 317 . ) 
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represented ' idyllic perfection ' to Jefferson 9 
159 ) 

Jeffers on must hav e had some exp l a nation of how and why 

man c ame to f ind h i mself in a pol i t ical soc i e ty . 

It i s quit e clear f rom h i s writings that Jefferson 

beli eved thi s c ame about primari l y through an increase 

in p opula tion . He s t a t ed that the American Indians , in 

order not to submi t thems elves t o any l aws , coe r c ive 

p owers or g overnment, had 9 t h ough multip l y ing , separated 

into many little soci e ti es . 160 ) This he be lieved had 

h a ppened be c ause gr eat s ocieties c anno t exist without 

g overnment . 161 ) Though t he sta te of nat u r e i s the best , 

it is i nconsistent with any great de gree of p opulation~62 ) 

It was the ' s tream of ove rflowing popul a tion from other 

re gi ons ' t hat had endangere d t he s t a t e of n ature en joye d 

by the I n dians and had forc ed t hem to chan ge the i r way 

of life . 1 63 ) Suc h increase causes mat erial progress for 

;'Numbers p roduc e emul at ion, and mul t i p ly the c hanc es of 

i mprovement 9 and ono i mprovement b ege t s ano t her. " 1 64 ) 

At an Garly period man en ga ges i n hunt i ng as h is 

ch i e f ec onomic a ctivity but he tur ns t o an agricu ltural 

t ype of l i fe . 165 ) The incroa se i n numbe r s reduces man 

t o limits too narrow t o supp ort a hunt e r ' s s tat e 9 and so 

he i s enc ouraged to tur n t o agriculture 9 domes tic a rts 

and enou gh industry t o enabl e him to maintai n h i s exi s t ­

en c e . 1 66 ) To d o thi s man may u s~ suc h l ands a s he f inds 

v a c ant and h i s occupanc y will g ive h i m title t o them . 1 67 ) 

159 ) 
1 60 ) 
1 61) 
1 62 ) 
1 63) 

Op . Cit . P . 113 . 
J efferson ~ "Notes on Virg i n i a 9 Query XI ." 
Loe. At . 

( K&P . P . 220 ) 

J effe r son ~ 
J Gfferson ~ 

1 6 4) J e ffGrson ~ 
1 65 ) J effer son ~ 
1 66 ) J effers on ~ 

1 67) J e f fe r son~ 

11 To ,J ames Madi son 9 30/1 / 17 87 . " (K&P . 
" 2nd Inau gur al Address 9 4/3/1805 . " 

( K&P . P • 3 41 . ) 
"Notes on Virg i n ia, Query VI . " (K&P . 
"To Ezr a Stiles 9 1/9/1786 . 11 ( Bo yd X, 
11 2nd Inaugur a l Address , 4/ 3/1805," 

( K&P • P • 3 41 . ) 
11 Summary Vi ew . 1774. 11 ( K&P . P . 309 . ) 

P. 413) 

P . 213.) 
P . 316. ) 
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EngagemGnt i n agri culture and h ousG - h ol d manufa ctu r e 

makes man sens i b l e t hat thG ear th y i e lds more subs istence 

with less labour and more c ert a i n t y t han doc s the for es t. 168 ) 

When man has r eache d t h i s s t age , h e i s r e ady for 

the f ormation of a p olitical s oci e t y . J e f fe rson' s view 

is tha t a man with p ropert y will wi s h it t o be inherited 

b y his wife and children , and s o i t becomes ne ces s ary to 

e stablish laws f or thi s pur p os e and t o appoint good men 

as judges to deci de contes t s between men according to the 

l a ws s et up . 1 69 ) It i s essenti a lly ne c e s sar y that tho s e 

who are members of t h e same body shou ld be g overned by 

the sarne l aws . 170 ) 

Locke beli ev e d t hat t he politica l soci e ty c ame 

a bou t by men' s mutual contra ct with one another to 

constitute a community and to give up the ir ri ght s of 

executing the l aws of n a t u r e t o t he c ommunit y so 

constitute d . 171 ) Thi s was c aus ed directly by the variety 

in t he ma nner an d me t h ods of executing t he laws of 

n a ture . 17 2 ) 

A n ot compl e t e l y diss i mila r r eas on f or fo r mi n g a 

p oli tical s ociety is a dvanc e d b y J eff er son . Wicked and 

di s solute men r es i gn t l1Gmse lves to the domi n ion of in­

ordinate p a ss ions and c ommit v i ol a ti ons upon t h e l ives 

and liberties of oth ers . 17 3 ) J e ff e r s on ' s a r gument is 

tha t it i s t o secu r e n a t u r a l ri ght s agai ns t suc h 

violations t hat c ivil or politica l s ociety i s ins titu t e d~7 4 ) 

1 68 ) J e f fe r s on ~ 11 5th Annua l :t:0 ssage , 3/1 2/1805 . 11 

(Fone r , P . 368 .) 
1 69 ) J effe r son ~ 11 To the Che r okee Ch i e f s, 10/1/ 1 80 6 . n 

( K&P • P • 5 7 8 • ) 
170) J e ffe r s on ~ 11 To J ohn Tod d. ~ 28/ 1/ 17 80 . n (:Boyd I I I , P . 27 2 .) 
171) Dunn ing ,1 W. A. ~ 11 Lut her to Mont e s qu i eu . 11 P. 349 . 
17 2 ) Ibi dem . P . 348 . 
17 3 ) J eff e r s on ~ n:Bi ll fo r Pr oporti oni n g Crimes and Punish­

ment s , 177 9 ." ( ::87 oner P . 29 . ) 

17 4 ) J eff er son ~ n Declarat i on of I ndepGndenc e . 11 

( K&P • P • 2 2 • ) 
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To us e h is ovm words : nThe on l y orthodox object of the 

institution of goverrun~nt is to se cure the greatest degree 

of happiness poss ible to the general mass of those 

associated und er it. 11 l75) 

As Rossiter point s out, an inconsistency in 

Jeffersonian theory s e Gms t o appear at this point. 176 ) 

If the right s with which man i s endowed are, according 

to the Declaration, 'inherent and inalienable', then 

they are a lready s ecure and there is no need to institute 

civil society to 'secure ' them. However, a s Jefferson 

remarked, any legi s l a tive act against r eligiou s freedom 

is "an infringement of na tura l right ." 177 ) His view 

thus seems to be that t hough na t ur a l right s are inalienable 

they can a t times be infringe d by 'wicke d and dissolute 

men," 17 8 ) and it i s to s ecure these rights a gainst in­

fringement t hat gover nment i s instituted . Though they 

may be infringed , the rights a l ways rGmain. 

Ca tlin sta tes that J e f fe rson marks an a dvanc e upon 

Locke i n di s carding any r e f er enc e t o an origi nal social 

compa ct and i n deriving all jus t powers of gover nment 

s olely from t he consent of the governed. 179 ) The first 

part of this s t a tement s e ems t o i mply that J efferson 

rejected the contract theory and is unt ruG f or, a s he 

stat e d in regard to t he i mpr essment of American sailors 

by t he Briti sh : "The first f oundations of the s ocia l com­

pa ct wou ld be broken up , we r e we defin itely to refus e to 

its memb er s t he prot ection of their per sons and property 

175) J eff erson : "To F .A. van der Kemp, 22/3/1812 . " 
( K&F . P . 618. ) 

176) Rossiter , C.: Op . Cit. P . 381. 
177) J eff er s on ~ 11 Act f or Religi ou s J?re edom , 1779 . 11 

( K&P . P . 313. ) 
17 8 ) J effer son ~ "Bill f or Pr oportioning Crime s and Punish­

ment s , 1779 ." ( Foner P . 29 . ) 
179) Op . Cit. P . 321 . 
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180) while i n the ir l awfu l pursuits . Fa rthermore 9 the 

s tress h e p l a ce d on 'common c ons en t' 181 ) shows t h ere 

must b e that agreement which precede s the contra ct. 

It is unlikely that Jefferson would have been against 

the contr act the ory whi c h was a cce pted by many other 

p rominen t Americans of h i s time . 182 ) The c olonial 

charters were v i ewed as evidence of the c ontra ct be i ng 

t he origin of t he s t a te. 183) In many f rontier settle­

men ts of America men had come together spontane ous l y to 

organise a form of l oc a l g overnment. 184 ) The Mayflower 

Compac t , by which the adtil t mal es of the Mayflower s et 

t h eir hands t o a compact to provide a bas is for civil 

government , 185 ) had c aused the Co loni s t s to be come 

a ccus t omed t o the i dea that gov e rnment i s t he re sult of 

a compact. 186 ) The i dea of a contract be ing the basis 

of government was t hus almost t raditional in t h e Americ a 

of Jefferson' s day . 

Farther evidence of Jefferson ' s belief i n a c ontract 

a s t he basis of government c an b e found i n h i s view tha t 

a generation may bind it self as long as i t s ma jority is 

in p lace but that a new generation may change i t s laws and 

ins titutions to suit i tself . 187 ) Because t h i s c orporeal 

g lobe and everything on it be longs to the living generation 9 

each generati on mus t have the right t o choose fo r itself 

the fo r m of governmen t it be l ieves mos t p romot i ve of i t s 

h . 188 ) own app i ness . 

180) 
181) 

182) 
183) 
184) 
185 ) 
186) 
187 ) 

188 ) 

It i s t hus evident t hat Jeffer son a cc epte d a social 

Jefferson : " To James Maury, 24/4/1812. 11 ( K&P . P . 619 . ) 
Jeffe r s on ~ 11 Ifo te s on Vi r g i n i a 9 Query VI I I. " 

( K&P . P . 217 . ) 
Ro ssiter 1 C. : Op . Ci t . Pp . 405 - 9. 
Loe . Cit. 
Morison 9 S . & Commager, H. ~ Op . Cit. P . 196. 
Ke lly, A. H. & Harbison 1 W.A . : Op . Cit. P . 16. 
I b idem . P . 45 . 
Jefferson ~ HTo Major John Cart wright, 5/6/1824. " 

( K&P • P • 714 . ) 
Jefferson: "T o Samuel Kerc h eval, 12/7/1816. 11 

( K&P. P . 67 4 . ) 
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compact as the origin of the polit ica l s ociety 9 but 

unfortunately he paid little at tention to it s form and 

how it took p lace. He did however s tate that men have a 

right to set up a temporar y g overnment 9 to adopt a con­

stitution and laws 9 and to a lter the l a tter as they saw 

189 ) fit. 

The result, however 9 of the compa ct is to base 

government directly upon the consent of the governed for 

Jefferson explicitly states ~ "I consider the people who 

cons titute a society as the source of all authority in 

that nation ; as free to transact their common concerns by 

any agents t hey t h ink proper ; to change these agents 

individually 9 or the organi sation of them in f orm or 

funct i on whenever they p l ease ; that a ll the act s done by 

t hese agents under the aut hority of the nation 9 are the 

acts of the nation ." l 90) 

The object of forming a political s ociety was the 

i nstitution of civil government and s o its administrat i on 

must be condu cted by common c onsen t. 191 ) For thi s reas on
9 

in c ases of genoral i n terest, t h e inte r es ts of a few 

individuals shou ld g i ve way to the general g ood. 192 ) So 

too with ideas for t hough Jefferson was very much against 

the abandonment of the rotation of the p r esidency in t he 

American Constitution, he conc luded that he mus t suppose 

himself wrong when opposed by the majority . 193 ) Common 

consent as the bas is of civil g overnment thus be came the 

consent of the ma j or part of the members of t he soc i e t y . 

1 89 ) Jefferson~ 

190) J efferson ~ 

191) Jefferson ~ 

192) Jefferson: 

193) Jefferson ~ 

" Report on Gove rnment of Western Territory 9 

23/3/17 84 . 11 ( Boyd VI . P . 608. ) 
" Op inion on Renunciat i on of French 
Treaties 9 28/4/1793 ." (Foner 9 P. 31. ) 

"Note s on Virginia 9 Query VIII." 
( K&P . P. 217. ) 

"To Benj amin Harrison 9 30/10/ 17 7 9 ." 
(Boyd III 9 P. 129 .) 

;: To J ames Mad i s on 9 31/7 / 1788 . 11 

( Boyd XIII 9 P . 442 . ) 
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c) Nat u ral Rights under Civil Gove rnment. 

It mus t be borne in mind that the object of the 

institution of g overnment was to secur e the greatest degree 

of happiness possible to the general mass of those 

associated under it . 194 ) Thus the only possibly legitimate 

object of govGrnment can be the p romotion of the Gqual 

rights of man and the happiness of every individual . 195 ) 

This Util i tarian view on the a i m of government i mme diately 

brings forth restrictions on the a ctions of correct govern­

ment which are also r eminiscent of Jefferson ' s contemporary 

Bentham or of his p redecessor Hume whose essays Jefferson 

had read . 19 6) 

The aim of correct gov ernment results in restricting 

its legitimate powers to such acts only as are injurious 

to others . 197 ) Man mus t be restricted so far as to 

protect hims e lf agains t the evil passions of his associates 

and cons equently them agains t h i$ . 198 ) At the same time 

government mus t a ct positively in t he interest s of the 

-governed and has no ri ght to do what i s against the we lfare 

of it s sub jects . 199 ) 

The sum of g ood g overnment is~ "A wise and frugal 

g overnment, which s hall restrain men from injuring one 

an~ther, which shall leave them otherwi se free to regulate 

the ir own pursui t s of industry and i mprovement, and shall 

not take from t h e mouth of labor the bread it has earned~OO) 

Under such a g overnment 9 nat u r a l r i ght s r emain as in 

the natural state for the purp ose s of society do not 

194) J e fferson ~ 

195 ) J efferson~ 
196 ) J e fferson ~ 

197 ) Jeffe r son ~ 
198 ) J e fferson ~ 
199) J e ffe r son~ 

200) J offerson ~ 

11 To F .A . v a n der Kemp , 22/3/1812. " 
( K&P . P. 618 . ) 

nTo A. Coray, 31/10/1823. 1
' (K&P . P . 711 . ) 

" To 11homas l'/iann Rando l ph, 30/5/1790 . " 
( K&P . P . 49 6 . ) 

"Notes on Virginia, Query XVI I . " (K&P. P . 274) 
"To d'Ivernois , 6/2/1795 ." ( K&P. P. 531.) 
" To Pre sident Washi n gton, 9/9/1792 . 11 

(K&P . P . 517 " ) 
n1st Inaugural Address 9 4/3/1801." 

( K&P . P . 3 2 3 . ) 
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require a surrender of rights to the civi l government o20l) 

The rights r ema in b2 c ause they are derive d from the law 

of nature and are no t the gift of g overnment , 202 ) in tho 

same way as t h e moral du ti es which exi s t betwe en indivi­

duals in the s tato of nature remain a nd a c company t hem 

into the state of society . 203 ) If such rights a r e 

' inherent and ina lienable' 204 ) they must obviously remain 

in civil s oci e t y. 

Farthermore, J effer son's vi ew i s that natural right s 

are made even more securo unde r g overnment for it i s to 

secure them that g ove rnment i s instituted among men. 205) 

The great stress p l a c ed by J efferson on the n eed for a 

Bill of Ri ghts incorpo r at ing s u ch rights as freedom of 

speech and r eli g ion 206 ) i s farther evidence of h is 

belief that s ociety shou ld make natural rights more secure . 

His work in i n troducing r e li gious freedom into Virginia207 ) 

was a positive s tep in h i s phi l osophy t o s ecure a natural 

right under a g ove r nment. Even h i s justification of 

retaliation against British pri s oners du ring t he War of 

Id d f t t t t d t t Am 
. 208) n epen ence or re a men me e ou o ericans 

refle cts the vi ew t hat the happ iness of the individual 

should be secured by civil g over nment . Unfortunately , 

however , under s ome fo r ms of g ove r nment t he pe ople are 

p r eye d u p on like She e p 209 ) Jefferson readily r e cognises 

that only c erta i n forms " a r e be tter calculat ed than others 

to prote ct individuals in t he free exercise of their 

201) Jefferson ~ 
202) Jeffers on ~ 
203) Jeffers on: 

204) 
205) 
206 ) 
207) 

J e ff e rson : 
Loc o Cit . 
J efferson ~ 
J eff e r son ~ 

20 8 ) J e ffers on : 

209 ) Je f f e r son ~ 

" To Noah Webst e r, 4/12/1790 . " (Foner P . 598) 
"Summar y View, 1774." ( K&P . P . 310.) 
"On renunciat i on of French Trea ti e s, 
28/4/1793 . 11 (K&P . P . 317 . ) 

11 De claration of Independence. 11 (K&Po P. 23.) 

"To J ames Madison, 20/1 2/17 87 . " ( K&P. P . 437 . ) 
"Bill f or Reli~i ous Fre edom, 1779. 11 

( K&P . P . 313. J 
"De clarati on on the Briti s h Treatment of 
Elban Allen , 2/1/177 6 ." ( Boyd I , P . 27 6 . ) 

nT o Edward Ca r r i ngton, 1 6/ 1/ 17 87." 
(K&P. P . 41 2 , ) 
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natural r i ghts. 210 ) 

d) The Revolutionar_;z__ Right of a People . 

At a l l times, f r om the nature of the institution of 

civil society, all soci etie s must poss ess the s overeign 

powers of legislation . 211 ) The p eople delegate these 

powers to bodies which then alone may exercise them. 212 ) 

When, however, such bodies are dissolved, the power 

reverts to t he people who may i nst itute new government al 

bodie s in what ever way they think fit. 213 ) Thi s is made 

quite clear . 

"Neces s ities which dissolve a government, do not 

convey its authority to an oligarchy or a monarchy. They 

t hrow back, into the hands of the people , the powers they 

had delegated, and leave them a s individuals to shift for 

themselves. A leader may offer, but may not i mpose him­

self, nor be i mposed on them. " 214 ) 

Locke believed that the community perpetually 

retains the power to save itself from the designs of any­

body, even of the J. egi slators , if they are foolish enough 

to have des i gns on the l i berty or propert y of the sub-

ject . 215) Normally this power is dormant and is only 

us ed when inj ustice and oppression have gone very far. 216 ) 

Jefferson' s view was s ubs tantially the same . When 

any form of government become s destr uctive of the ends for 

which society has been formed, it i s the right of t he 

people to abolish or change it , and to set up a new govern­

ment on a found ation of such principl es as t hey cons ider 

210) Jefferson ~ "J3ill f or the more general diffusion of 

211) 
212 ) 
213) 
214) 

Jefferson ~ 
Loe. Cit. 
Loe. Cit. 
Jeff erson ~ 

knowledge ." (J3oyd II, P . 526. ) 
11 Smruna ry View , 1774 . 11 (K&P. P. 307 . ) 

"Note s on Virginia, Query XIII . " 
( K&J? . P . 2 4 5 . ) 

215) Dunning ~ W .A . ~ 11 Luther to :Montesquieu . ii P. 361. 
216) I bidem. p • 363 C 
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mos t likely to bring about the i r safety and happiness~l?) 

The be lief tha t a peopl e had a right to dismis s 

and puni sh their r u l e r s was a lready firmly f i xed i n 

Jefferson ' s mind even a t t he time when he was yet in 

f avour of con ciliat ion wi t h Great :Bri tai n . He approved 

of the e x e cution of Charles I and t he forced abdica tion 

of James II for he s tate d in regard to the House of Stuart 

that t he ir treasonabl e crimes agains t t he ir p eop le had 

brought upon them ' t he exertion of thos e sacred and 

sovereign rights of punishment ' which are res erved to t he 

people for c ases of extreme necessity . 21 8 ) 

The pe op l e ' s r i ght to revolt i s t hus explicit . 

Jefferson farther fol l owed Locke in t hat he be lieve d the 

power to be normally dormant and onl y to be re sorted to 

aft er a long train of abuses . "Pruden c e 9 i n de ed 9 will 

di c t a t e that government s l on g es t ablished shou ld no t be 

changed f or light or trans i ent c aus e s 9 and a c c ordingl y 

all experienc e hath shown tha t manki nd a re more disposed 

to suffe r while evils a re suffe r able 9 than t o righ t t h em­

selves by a bo l i shi ng the f orms to which t h ey a re accustome d. 

:But when a long t r a i n of abus e s and usur pat ions .. . . ...... . 

ev i nces a desi gn t o r educ e them unde r abso lute despoti sm , 

it i s t heir ri gh t 9 it i s their duty t o t h row off such 

g overnment 1 and to p rovide new guards fo r their future 

security. Such has be en the pati ent sufferanc e of t he se 

colonies 9 and such i s now the necessity which c onstrains 

t hem to expunge the ir fo rmer s ystems of government . " 219 ) 

Experienc e s howed Jefferson that i t i s the case that 

revolu ti ons onl y really occu r af t e r a pe ople have been 

suppressed and abus ed by t he i r g overnment s. He p ointe d out 

217) J effer son; 11Decla ration of Independence. 11 (K&P . P . 22 . ) 
218 ) J effe r son ; nsumma r y View, 1774 . ;i ( K&P . P . 295 . ) 
219) Jefferson ~ 11 ] eclaration of I n dependenc e . 11 ( K&P. P. 22 .) 

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER



-7 3-

that England was hardly free of insurrections ev ery six 

years. 220 ) In France 9 where the gove r nment was s till 

heavier and where there were about three hundred thousand 

men whose duty it was to crush insurrections 9 a revolt 

occurre d practically every year . 221 ) In Tur key , where 

the government was most despo tic, insurrections were the 

order of t he day. 222 ) According to Je f ferson , an 

insurrection is thus a s i gn t hat a government is despoti c 

or has been guilty of despotic acts . 

Though t hey are not always suc cessful, even small 

insurrections are of great i mportance. Fear of them is 

r eally "the on ly re s tra ining motive which may hold the 

hand of a tyrant." 223 ) He hoped t hat America shoul d 

never be t wenty years wi t hou t a small re bellion for to 

remain quiet under abuse s i s a lethargy which i s the fore­

runner of death to public libert y . 22 4 ) Rulers must be 

warned tha t the peo ple pos s ess the right of r esistance . 225 ) 

"What s i gnify a few live s l os t in a century or t wo? 

The tree of liberty must be re fre shed from time to time, 

with the bl ood of patriots and tyrant s . It i s its natural 

manure." 226) 

Jefferson liked t he idea of a little rebellion now 

and then for it i s like a sto r m t hat clears t he 

a t mosphere . 227 ) If t h e happi ness of t he people can be 

se cured at the cos t of a little tempest or even of a 

little blood, i t will be a sati s factory price to pay . 228 ) 

Thus h i s a ttitude to the French Revolu tion was t hat the 

Fren ch people ha d ev ery ri ght , after the monstrous abuse 

220 ) J efferson ~ 11 To J ames l}Iadi s on , 20/12/1787 . ;; (K&P. P . 440) 
221 ) Loe. Cit . 
222) Lo e . Cit . 
223 ) Jeffers on · 11 Summar :)1 Vi cw 5 177 4 . II (K&P. P . 300.) 
224) Jeffer son ~ "To Colonel Smi th 9 13/11/1787. i i (K&P. P. 436 0) 
225) Loe. Cit. 
226) Lo e. Cit. 
227) Jeffer son ~ 11 To Abi ga il Adams , 22/2/17 87 . " (Boyd XI, 

228) Jeffers on ~ "To Ezra Stile s 9 24/12/ 1786 . n P . 17 4.) 
( Boyd X, P . 629 . ) 
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of power to which they had been subject 9 to 'dismount 

their rough-shod riders.' 229 ) 

His whole philosophy in regard to rebellion is 

summarised in his proposals for a motto both for the 

Coat of Arrns for Virginia 230 ) and for the Seal of the 

United States 231 ) where he suggested nRebellion to 

Tyrants is Obedience to God.n Thus it seems that one 

writer on the American Revolution at least is incorrect 

in stating that it is impossible to discover an important 

American who wrote in defence of the right of revolution 

or acclaimed resi s tance· as anything but a necessary and 

unpleasant evil . 232 ) 

e) Governments of Force. 

In a letter to James Madison 9 Jefferson distinguished 

three types of societies. 233 ) The first is the society 

without government; the second is the type of society with 

government where the will of each individual has a just 

influence ; and the third is the society with a government 

of force 9 a government of 'wolves over sheep' as is 

found in many republics and most monarchies. 234 ) 

The existence of governments of force at first seems 

illogical in view of Jefferson's opinion that civil 

government must be conducted by common consent. 235 ) 

Plato stressed that the perfect state was subject to 

progressive degeneration to tyranny 9 
236 ) and Jefferson 

229) Jefferson: "Autobiography." (K&P. P. 88.) 
230) Jefferson : nnesign for Coat of Arrns for Virginia 9 1776 . 11 

(Boyd 1 9 P. 511.) 
231) Jefferson : "Report on Seal for the United States 9 1776." 

(Boyd I 9 P. 497.) 
232) Rossiter , C.: Op. Cit. P. 392. 
233) Jefferson : "To James Madison, 30/1/1787. 11 (Boyd XII, 

P. 92.) 
234) 
235) 

236) 

Loe. Cit. 
Jefferson: "Notes on Virginia 9 Query VIII." 

( K&P. P. 21 7 . ) 
Dunning 1 W .A.: "Ancient and Mediaeval." P. 33. 
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also accepts the theory of the degeneration of the state. 

Degeneration is caused by various factors. 

In a statement on the new constitution for the United 

States in 1788 , Jefferson criticised the re-eligibility of 

the president because he believed "The natura l progress of 

things is for liberty to yield, and government to gain 

control. 11237 ) This apparently arises through too much 

~rust in one man and J efferson expressed dismay at what 

might happen after Washington was succeeded by one of less 

upright character. 238 ) Ho later expressed the belief 

t hat this was what had happened in France where the 

confidenc e of the peopl e in Napoleon had "enabled him to 

kick down their constitution and •.....• leave them 

dependent on his will." 239) 

Another danger is the frailty of man . Though 

believing that the greater proportion of men are honest, 

he had found that the rogues always attempt to settle 

..,:JP.rns0 lves into places of profit and power. 240 ) Such 

' wicked and dissolute men' infringe the rights of others. 241 ) 

Thus the public councils become controlled by factions, 

are corrupted by bribery and are led astray from the 

general interests of the people by their own personal 

interests. 242 ) 

Allowing a government to depart from its principles 

in even the slightest way also contributes to degeneration. 

A departure in one instanc e becomes a precedent for a 

second, a third and so on till eventually the bulk of the 

237) 

238) 
239 ) 

Jefferson : "To Edward Carrington, 
(Boyd XIII, P. 208 . ) 

27/5/1788 . 11 

Loe. Cit. 
Jeffers on: 

240) Jefferson: 
241) Jefferson: 

242) Jefferson: 

11 To Dr. William Bache , 2/2/1800." 
( K&P • P . 5 5 6 . ) 

"To Mann Page, 30/8/1795." (K&P. P. 534.) 
"Bill for Proportioning Crimes and Punish­
mcmts9 1779 , 11 (Foner, P. 29.) 

"To Jame s Madison, 6/9/1789 . 11 (K&P. P. 491.) 
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society i s r educed to "mere automatons of mis ery ." 243) 

A departure from the decis ions of the majority leads to 

force, "the vital principle and immediate parent of 

despot i sm. 244 ) This he regarded as the course the French 

Revolution had taken with the rise of Napole on. 245 ) 

George III to o had so used force to erect himself as a 

power superior to the people who had created him. 246 ) 

Even under tho se forms of governments which are best 

organised to protect individuals and their natural rights, 

those who are entrusted with any power can by s low 

operations pervert the government into tyranny even though 

they seem to be guarded agains t degeneracy . 247 ) 

The best ways to prevent such de generation are public 

education which will qualify the people to judge the 

actions and designs of men, and universal f ranchis e which 

allows a ll to be part of the ultimate authority. 248 ) If 

these two factors are present, government will be safe 

because to corrupt the majority of the people wi l l exceed 

any private r esources of wealth. 249 ) 

A government of force, or a despotic government, in 

Jefferson's view, i s the concentration into t he same 

hands of the legislative , exe cutive and judicial powers 

Of government. 250) H. 1 t th h b 1· th t is rep y o ose w o e i eve a 

man cannot be trusted with his own government is that then 

he canno t be trusted to govern ot her s . 251 ) Angels do not 

243 ) Jefferson : "To Samuel Kercheval, 12/7/1816." 
( K&P • P • 6 7 4 . ) 

244 ) Jeffe rson : 11 1st Inaugural Address, 4/3/1801. 11 

( K&P . P . 3 2 4 . ) 
245 ) J eff erson: "To Baron von Humboldt, 13/6/1817." 

( K&P . P . 681.) 
246) J efferson~ "Summary Views, 1774." (K&P . P . 310.) 
247 ) Jefferson: "Bill for the more general diffusion of 

knowl edge . " (Boyd II , P. 526 .) 
248) Jefferson : "Notes on Virgi nia, Query XIV." (K&P . P. 265 ) 
249) Loe. Cit. 
250) J efferson: "No t es on Virgi nia , Quer y XIII." 

( K&P . P . 2 3 7 . ) 
251) Jefferson: 11 lst Inaugural Address 9 4/3/1801." 

( K&P . P . 3 2 3 . ) 
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exist in the form of kings to govern. 252) Hendrik 

r egards even Jefferson's directions for his tombstone as 

an expression of his hostility towards centralised power~ 53 ) 

On it he did not wish it to bo remembered that he had 

beon governor of Virginia 9 .Ambassador to France, or 

President of the Uni t ed Stat es but the Declaration of 

Independence, his work for religious freedom and his work 

in founding the University of Virginia were to be mention-

254) ed. 

Such governments ar o too energeti c and their peoples 

have no freedom owing to 11 the bayonet constantly held at 

the breast of every ci tizcm." 255 ) Under them the people 

are divided into two classes 9 one of which pr eys on the 

other as wolves do on sheep. 256 ) This is especially 

true of monarchical gove rnment for his observations in 

Europe brought Jefferson to the belief t hat all the evils 

existing i n Europe could be traced to one or other king. 257 ) 

He continually sneered at kingly governments which were 

willing to sacrifice their subjects for their own pride . 25 8 ) 

Through pampering and i n- breeding for generations the 

kings of Europe had become a r ace of fools, me r e animals 

without minds 9 and thi s would be the fate of any hereditary 

government after a few generations . 259 ) The who l e key 

to kingly government is the " spirit of rapine and 

hostility of princ es towards their subjects ." 260 ) 

Writing from Pari s in 17 86 Jefferson fully stated his 

opinion on ari stocratic and monarchical governments. 11 If 

252) Loe. Cit. 
253) Hendrik 9 B. : Op. Cit. P. 114. 
254) Jefferson ~ "Directions for Tombstone. 11 (K&P . Fronti s ­

pie c e . ) 
255) Jefferson~ "Answer to 1s t QueriGs , 24/1/1786 . 11 

( Boyd X, P. 20.) 
256 ) Jefferson~ "To Edward Carrington , 16/1/1787.(f 

( K&P. P. 412. ) 
257 ) J efferson g 11 To George Washi ngton, 2/5/1788 . 11 

( Boyd XIII, P. 128 .) 
25 8 ) J offerson~ 
259) J efferson ~ 
260) J effers on~ 

"To John Rut l edgo, 6/8/17 87. 11 ( Boyd XI, P.701) 
11 To Governor Langdon, 5/3/1810 ." (K&P . P. 603) 
"Peti tion of lltla ce Freeland, 1782.;' (Boyd VI, 

P . 155.) 
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-7 8-

any-body t hinks that kings, nobles, or priests are good 

conservators of the public happiness 9 send him here. It 

is the best school in the universe to cure him of that 

folly. He will see here, with his own eyes , that these 

descriptions of men are an abandoned confederacy against 

the happiness of the mass of the people . The omnipotence 

of their effect cannot be better proved, than in this 

country particularly, where, notwithstanding the finest 

soil upon earth, t he fine s t climate under heavon 9 and a 

people of the most benevolent 9 the most gay and amiable 

character of which the human form is susceptible 9 where 

such a people 9 I say, surrounded by so many blessings 

from nature, are loaded with misery, by kings, nobles, 

and priests, and by t hem alone ." 261 ) 

The crimes of Ge orge III such as taxing the colonist s 

without their cons ent 9 i nciting the Indians against the 

Whites , bringing slaves into America 9 depriving the 

Colonists of trial by jury in certain instances and the 

keeping of standing armi es are all evidenc e of the danger 

of strong government . 262 ) 

Not only his words , but his actions also show 

Jefferson's hate of energe t ic or kingly governments. 

The liking of John Adams for titles and Washihgton's 

royal-like speeches to Congress had led him to be 

suspicious of the Federalist leaders as monarchists at 

heart. 263 ) The op en break came with Hamilton's bill for 

a national bank which Jefferson regarded as too great a 

concentration of power. 264 ) From this point on he set 

about organising the oppo s ition of the Anti-Federalists. 265 ) 

261) Jefferson ~ "To lVIr Wythe, 13/8/1786 ." (K&P. P. 394.) 
262) Jefferson: "Declaration of Independence. " (K&P. P. 23 .) 
263 ) Hendrick, B. : Op . Cit. P . 118 . 
264 ) Rae 9 J. B. & Mahoney, T .A. ~ P. 131. 
265 ) Ibidem. P. 132. 
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The hate is also reflected in his attitude to protocol 

which he lo oked on as "so much monarchial falderal 9 ill 

befitting the chief magistra te of a real republic . " 266 ) 

The view has even been expressed that his desire for an 

agricultural populat ion and opposition to a mercantile 

class arose through a belief tha t the concentration of 

wealth threatened the democra tic idea as wealth and 

government cou ld become i n te rchangeable terms . 267 ) 

It is quite clear t hat Jeffe rson ' s view of monarchical 

and aristocratic government was that they tended t o be too 

energetic. He was not against them as such 9 for at one 

time he even express ed gr eat approval of the character and 

habits of the French king. 268 ) Hi s complaint against 

them was obviously that the happiness of the great mass 

of p eople was i gnore d. Thi s he did no t want to see in 

his Americ a . 

f) General Princi~ -..9~.--~he Ideal Poli ti cal Society. 

As has already be en noted, Jefferson believed that 

the only orthodox ob ject for the institution of government 

is to secure the greatest happiness poss ible for the mass 

of the people assoc iated under it . 269 ) Government is 

instituted to se cure the natural rights of man . 270 ) 

Because of these aims of government, J efferson stated 

cert a in general principle s upon which government had to 

be based, if it was no t to be one of force which i s a 

mere degeneration from the ideal political so ciety. 

It has been seen that Jefferson was against any 

government of force fo r he re fus ed to believe that man is 

26 6 ) Bemis, s . ~ Op. Cit . P . 273. 
267 ) Laski, H. ~ Op . Cit . P . 744 . 
268 ) Baldwin 9 L. ~ Op. Ci t . P . 318 . 
269) JeffGrson ~ 11 To F.A. van der Kemp, 22/3/181 2 . 11 

( K&P . F. 618 . ) 
270) Jeffers on : 11 Dec l aration of Independenc e ." 

( K&P • P • 2 2 . ) 
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to be governed by a rod. 

- 80-

271) Government should leave 

men fre e to carry out their own ·pursuits but should 

prevent them from injuring each other. 272 ) He expressed 

t he wish that America shoul~ never have an energetic 

government which the people could feel . 27 3) It is thus 

most essential that government should be governed chiefly 

by principl es of moderation and j ustice which will endear 

it to it s citizens. 274) 

The type of state under which t he mass of mankind 

enjoys a precious de gree of liberty and happiness is one 

where the will of eve r y-one has a just influ ence . 275 ) 

" As an \dividual man exercises his right of self-government 

but in a society the l aw of the majority i s the natural 

law. 276 ) As t h e individua l s in society must harmonise 

as much as pos sible in c ommon matters, the administration 

of that society mus t be c onduct ed by common consent. 277 ) 

Absolute acquiescence in t he decisions of t h e majority is 

t hus the vita l principle of a free government. 278 ) The 

'Lex majoris partis' is founded in common right, 279 ) and 

"is the fund~ental law of every society of individuals of 

equal rights ; to consider the will of t he society announced 

by a majority of a s ingle vote, as sacred a s if unanimous, 

is t he first of a ll lessons in importance. 11 280 ) For 

thi s reas on J efferson appl4~de d the calling of the States-

271~ Jefferson~ 
272 Jeffers on : 

27 3) J efferson: 

27 4) Jefferson ~ 

275) Jeffers on: 
276) J eff ers on ~ 

277) Jefferson ~ 
27 8 ) Jefferson : 

27 9 ) Jefferson ~ 
280) J efferson~ 

"To John Dickinson, 6/3/1801 . " (K&P . P . 561 . ) 
"First Inaugural Address, 4/3/1801. 11 

( K&P . P . 3 2 3 • ) 
"To Francis Hopkinson, 8/5/1788 ." 

(Boyd XIII, P. 145 . ) 
"Petition of Mace Freeland 9 17 82." 

(Boyd VI 9 P . 115.) 
"T o J ames Madi s on , 30/1/17 87 . 11 (K&P . P. 413.) 
"Opi nion on transference of seat of Govern­

ment, 15/7/ 1790 . " (K&P . P . 316.) 
"Not es on Virginia, Query VIII." (K&P. P. 217.) 
"1s t Inaugural Address, 4/3/1801." 

( K&P . P. 3 2 4 • ) 
"Notes on Virginia , Query XIII." (K&P. P. 243.) 
"To :Baron Alexander van Humboldt, 13/6/1817." 

( K&P. P . 681. ) 
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General in France as it would ripen the public mind to the 

necessity of substituting the collected wisdom of the whole 

nation in the place of a single will . 281 ) 

The individual must not trample on laws made by common 

consent and must make his due contribution to carrying out 

the will of the majority . 282 ) The interests of individuals 

must give way to the general good . 283 ) Jefferson in this 

case was willing to practise what he preached and, though 

against the re-eli gibi l ity of the president, admitted hi m­

self wrong because he was opposed by the maj ority. 284 ) 

However, the individua l s who are in the minority 

possess their equal rights which mus t be re spected by the 

majority. 285 ) "Though the will of the majority i s in 

all cases to prevail, that will, to be rightful, must be 

reasonable ; ........... ... o ••••• o • o o •• o • o • o •• e •• • ••• o o • •• 

the minority possess their equal rights, which equal laws 

must protect, and to violate which would be oppression. 11286 ) 

Jefferson' s efforts to promote religious freedom was a 

conscious attempt to implement his t he ories on the rights 

of the minority . In their broader aspect s these t he ories 

seem similar to those later acc epted by John Stuart Mill 

who perceived the danger of the minority's being exposed 

to the unjust domination of the numerical ma jority . 287) 

Jefferson's solution to the rights ' of the minority being 

infringed was poss i bly hi s insistence in hi s philosophy of 

a Bill of Rights . 288 ) 

281) Jefferson~ "To John J ay, 20/8/17 88 . 0 (Boyd XIII, P . 530 .) 
282) Jefferson ~ "To Garret van Me ter, 24/4/1781 . " 

(Boyd V, P . 556 .) 
283) Jeffers on ~ "To Ben.jamin Harrison, 30/10/1779." 

(Boyd III, P . 129 .) 
284) Jefferson ~ "To James Madi s on , 31/7/1788 ." ( Boyd XIII, 
285) Jefferson ~ "To Dr . William Bache, 2/2/1800 ." p • 442 · ) 

( K&P • P • 5 5 6 • ) 
286) Jefferson ~ "1st Inaugural Address, 4/3/1801." 

( K&P • P • 3 2 2 • ) 
287 ) Dunning, Yv.A.:"Rousseau to Spencer." (P. 241 . ) 
288 ) Jefferson ~ "To Edward Carrington, 27/5/1788 ." 

( Boyd XIII, P. 208 .) 
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- 82-

Jeffers on ' s belief in the l aw of the majori t y was 

inevitable in v iew of hi s other belief t hat man can be 

trusted with the government of h i mself~89 ) The people are 

the only safe and hone st depositories of public rights. 290 ) 

He expressed great confidence in t he good sense 291 ) and 

"in the natural integrity and discretion of the people 7 

and in the s afety and extent to which they might trust 

themselves with a control over their government . 11 29 2 ) 

The people of any country are the only safe guardians of 

their own rights, 293 ) and unless they retain control the se 

rights will be perverted t o their own oppression. 294 ) 

Though the pe opl e of t he political s ociety are thus 

sovereign 7 the ques tion arises how their will is to be 

carried out . Jefferson 's solution was repres entative 

government . 

"The whole body of the nation is the sovereign 

legislative judiciary and executiv e power for itself. 

The inconvenience of meeting to exercise these powers in 

person 7 and their inaptitude to exercise them, induce 

them to appoint special organs to declare t heir legislative 

will, to judge and to execute it." 295 ) 

Jefferson believed that the only device by which the 

equal rights of every individual could be secured was for 

every man of ripe years and sane mind who contributed in 

any way to the support of his country to help choose 

representatives to govern. 296 ) The people retain the 

289) Jefferson : 

290) Jefferson : 
291) Jeffers on : 

292) Jefferson : 
293) Jefferson: 
294) Jefferson ~ 

295) Jefferson : 

296) Jeffer son : 

11 1s t Inaugural Address, 4/3/1801 . 11 

( K&P . P . 3 2 3 . ) 
"To A. Coray , 31/10/1823 . " (K&P . P . 711 . ) 
"To Edward Carrin~ton , 16/1/1787 . " 

( Boyd XI, P . 49 . ) 
"To John Mellish , 13/1/1813." (K&P . P. 620.) 
"To John Wyche 9 19/5/1809 . " (K&P . P. 597 . ) 
"To F . A. van der Kemp, 22/3/1812 . " 

( K&P . P • 618 . ) 
"To Edmund Randolph 7 18/ 8/179 9 . 11 

( K&P . P . 5 50. ) 
"To A. Coray, 31/10/1823." (K&P . P. 711 . ) 
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- 83-

right to change t hese agent s or repre s entatives individual­

ly or even the organi sation of them in form or function 

whenever they wi sh. 297 ) While t he bodies of agents 

chosen by the people exis t, they alone may exercise the 

powers of the s ocie ty which have been delegated to them. 29 8 ) 

All acts done by the a gent s under the authority of the 

people must be cons idered as the acts of the people and 

are obli gatory to the people. 299 ) If the representative 

bodies are di ssolved through any cause , the sovereign 

power immediately revert s to the people who can exercise 

it in any way they think proper. 3oo) Such a system of 

representative government , responsible at short periods 

of election , i s in Jefferson's view that which produces 

t he greatest sum of happiness for t he people. 3or) 

Behind t he represent a tive body, however, s tands the 

pe ople as t he fi nal embodiment of power. When the agents 

have lost the confidence of their cons tituents, have 

bartered away their ri ght s, or have assumed for themselves 

powers which the people never put i nto their hands, it is 

dangerous for them to continue in office and they can 

consequently be di ssolved. 302 ) Dishones t agents mus t be 

removed from any office t hey hold. 3o3 ) 

The franchise for the election of representative s 

should be very wide. J efferson be lieved t hat the govern­

ment of Great Brita i n was corrupt me rely because but one 

man in ten had the ri ght to vote f or members of 

parliament. 3o4 ) Corruption would have been pr evented by 

297) J ef fers on: 

298~ J eff er song 
299 J efferson g 

300 ) J efferson ~ 
301) Jeffer son ~ 

302 ) Jeffer son ~ 
303) J efferson g 
30 4 ) Jeffe r son~ 

11 0p i n i on on Renuncia tion of French Treaties, 
28/4/ 1793 . '1 (K&P. P . 317.) 

"Summary Vi ew , 177 4 . '; (K&P . P. 307.) 
"Op i nion on French Treaties, 28/4/1793." 

( K&P . P . 317. ) 
11 Summary View, 1774." (K&P. P. 307.) 
"To North Carolina Gener al Assembly , 
10/1/ 1808 . 11 ( K&P. P. 346 .) 

ilSummary View, 1774. " (K&P. P . 30 6 .) 
"To Samuel Adams, 29/3/1801." (K&P . P. 564 .) 
"No t es on Virginia, Quer y XIV ." 

(K&P . I:266.) 
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an extension of the franchis e . 305 ) The Coloni sts too 

would have been redu ced to slavery if they had admitted 

the right of a mere 160,000 English electors to give law 

to the four millions of Americans. 306 ) Thus Jefferson 

also oppo sed the British wish that future Virginian 

counties should agree to receive no repre s entation because 

representative s must be chosen as widely as possible. 307) 

Jefferson did n ot enter into any wide discus s ion on 

the clas s ification of s t a te s as did other philosophers 

like Aristotle . Hi s main division s eemed to be into 

governments of forc e and republics. The lat te r was to 

him the ideal politica l society and he defined it as fol­

lows : "Were I to assign to t h i s term a precise and 

definite idea, I would say, purely and s i mply, it means 

a government by i t s citizens in mass, acting directly and 

personally 9 according to rules established by the majority; 

and t hat every other government is more or les s republi can, 

i n proportion as it has i n it s composition more or less 

of this ingredient of the direct a ctions of the citizens ••. 

• • • • • • • • • • o ., ••• o ............. . ..... o •••• • •• • • • •••••••• The 

first shade from t h i s pure e l ement, which, like that of 

pure vital a ir, cannot sustain life of its elf , would be 

where the power s of the government, being divided, shou ld 

be exercised each by representatives cho sen either pro hac 

vice, or for such short terms as should render s ecure the 

duty of express i ng the will of t heir constituents. This I 

consider as the nearest approach to a pure r epublic, which 

i s practicable on a large s ca l e of country or population .• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • o The 

f a rther the departure from direct and cons tant control by 

305) Loe. Cit. 
306) Jefferson : "Summary Viewt 1774. " 
307) Lo e. Cit . ( K&P . P. 305. J 

( K&P . P. JOO. ) 
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the citizens, the less has the government of the ingredient 

of republicanism. 11 308 ) 

The Republican form of government is the best for it 

is the only form that is not constantly at open or secret 

war with the rights of mankind. 3o9 ) Jefferson refutes 

the 'brilliant fallacies' of Montesquieu and other 

political writers that small states alone are fitted to 

be republics for the smaller the societies, the more 

violent and convulsive will be their schisms. 3io) Farther­

more, if a country is large , it has larger r esources of 

life which will make its republican structure even more 

secure. 3ll) Thus he hailed the acquisition of Louisiana, 

for a federal republic cannot be limited. 3l2 ) 

Not only is the ideal state a republic but it is also 

built on the federative principle. "The way to have good 

and safe government, is not to trust it all to one, but 

to divide it among the many, distributing to every-one 

exactly the functions he is competent to. Let the National 

Government be entrusted with the defence of the nation, 

and its foreign and federal relations ; the State Govern­

ments with the civil rights, laws, police, and administra­

tion of what concerns the state generally ; the counties 

with the local concerns of the counties ; and each ward 

direct with the interests within itself. It is by 

dividing and subdividing these republics from the great 

national one down through all its subordinations, until it 

ends in the administration of every man's farm by himself ; 

by placing under every one what his own eye may superintend, 

that all will be done for the best. What has destroyed 

308) 
309) 
310) 
311) 

312 ) 

Jefferson : 
Jefferson : 
Jeffers on: 
Jefferson ~ 

Jefferson : 

"To John Taylor, 28/5/1816 . 11 (K&P. 
"To W. Hunter, 11/3/1790." (K&P. P. 
"To d'Ivernois, 6/2/1795." (K&P. P. 
"To Barbe de Marbois, 14/6/1817." 

( K&P . P • 6 8 2 • ) 
"2nd Inaugural Address , 4/3/1805." 

~ K&P . P • 3 41 . ) 

P. 670) 
49 3.) 
531.) 
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liberty and the rights of man in every government which 

has ever existed under the sun? The generalizing and 

concentrating all cares and powers into one body •••••••••.• 

I do believe that if the Almighty has not decreed that 

man shall never be free, (and it is blasphemy to believe 

it 9 ) that the secret will be found to be in the making 

himself the depository of the powers respecting himself, 

so far as he is competent to them, and delegating only 

what is beyond his competence by a synthetical process, 

to higher and higher orders of functionaries 9 so as to 

trust fewer and fewer powers in proportion as the trustees 

become more and more oligarchical. 11 3l3) 

Representatives are chosen to declare the legislative 

will of the people and it is the will of the nation that 

makes law obligatory. 314 ) Laws are thus an expression of 

the will of the people, but to be jus t must give a 

reciprocation of right or else they become mere arbitrary 

rules of conduct founded in force. 315 ) Consequently the 

dissolution of the legislative body has no effect on the 

laws ~ they remain in force till the nation should by its 

new organs declare its will changed. 316 ) In this view 

on the nature of law, Jefferson is very close to Rousseau 

and others who believed tha t lavv is an expression of the 

general will of the people. 3l7) 

To promote the public welfare, good government must 

be based on certain principles, the first of which, as has 

been seen, is tha t of non-interference with private indi-

viduals unless their acts are injurious to others. 318) 

313) Jefferson ~ "To Joseph Cabell, 3/3/1816." (K&P. P. 660.) 
314) Jefferson ~ 11 To Edmund Randolph, 18/8/1799. 11 

(K&P. P. 550.) 
315) Jefferson ~ "Notes on Virginia, Query XIV. 11 

(K&P. P. 261.) I 
316) Jeffers on ~ "To Edmund Randolph, 18/8/179 9 . 11 (K&P. P, 550.) 
317) Dunning, W.A. ~ 11 Rousseau to Spencer." P. 28. 
318 ) Jefferson ~ "Notes on Virginia , Query XVII." 

( K&P. P. 27 4. ) 
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The list of the so-called crimes of George III provides 

negative evidence on Jefferson's principles of good govern­

ment. 319 ) Positive evidenpe is found in Jefferson's 

prayer that God should support the United States in the 

enjoyment of peace, liberty and safety. 320 ) The only 

principles which lead to peace, liberty, and safety are 
e . 

exact and equal justice to all, strict acqu¾sence in the 

decisions of the majority, a well-disciplined militia 

strictly controlled by the civil authorities, economy in 

public expenses, the encouragement of agriculture, the 

diffusion of information, freedom of religion and speech, 

Habeas Corpus, trial by jury, and friendship with all 

other nations but entangling alliances with none. 321 ) 

The following of these principles is the basis of good 

government. 

g) The Main Constitutional Principles of the Ideal State. 

In many respects, Jefferson's constitutional views 

are similar to t hose given practical application in the 

Constitution of the United States. This is no doubt due 

to the fact that he shared many ideas with other leading 

.Americans such as George Washington, John and Samuel 

Adams, John Jay and James Madison. His admiration for 

'~ihe Federalist" of Madison, Hamil ton and Jay, as being 

the best book on practical government 32 2 ) was inevitable 

in view of these mutual ideas. Thus in ess ence his 

constitutional ideas are the same as those expressed in 

the .American Constitution and "The Federalist" even though 

details may differ. 

i) A Bill of Rights and a Written Constitution. 

319) 
320) 

Jefferson ~ 
Jefferson: 

321) Jefferson~ 

322) Jefferson ~ 

"Declaration of Independence." (K&P. P. 23.) 
"Proclamation appointing a day of thanks-

E>iving and prayer. 20/11/1779." .. 
(Boyd III, P. 178.) 

"1st Inaugural Address , 4/3/1801." 
( K&P. P. 321. ) 

"To Thomas Mann Randolph, 30/5/1790." 
( K&P . P . 4 9 7 • ) 
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Government was instituted to secure the natural 

rights of man. 323 ) Some means must thus be devised to 

secure these rights and others which are essential in 

Jefferson's mind in the ideal political society. A Bill 

of Rights is most important and should be incorporated into 

a constitution. 324 ) Jefferson was absent from America 

as Representative to France when the American Constitution 

was drawn up, and so he was unable to take part in the 

Constitutional Congress. 325 ) However, in many of his 

letters of the time he criticised the proposed new 

constitution on the grounds that there was no provision 

for a Bill of Rights. 326 ) 

Jefferson believed that a Bill of Rights is what the 

pe.ople are entitled to against every government on earth, 

that no just government should refuse it nor should a 

people infer its existence. 327 ) Farthermore, a Bill of 

Rights puts a great legal check on the government into 

the hands of the judiciary which can thus protect the rights 

of the people. 328 ) His view is though oxperience proves 

the inefficacy of a Declaration of Rights, "It is of great 

potency always, and rarely inefficacious. A brace the more 

will often keep up the building which would have fallen, 

with that brace the less." 329) 

The Rights to be incorporated under the Bill are many 

and are not confined to those which Jefferson regarded as 

arising from the Law of Nature. In his drafts of constit­

utions for Virginia and in his private letters he mentions 

323) Jefferson: "Declaration of Independence." (K&P. P. 23.) 
324) Jefferson ~ "3rd Draft of Constitution for Virginia, 

1776." (Boyd I, P. 356.) Hereinafter refer­
r ed to as "3rd Draft." 

325) Adams, J.T.: Op. Cit. P. 202. 
326) Jefferson ~ "To Uriah Forest, 31/12/17 87." (Boyd XII, P.476 

'·'To A. Donald, 7/2/1788." (K&P. P. 442.) 
"To Edward Rutledge, 18/7/1788." (Boyd XIII, 
"To William Carmichael, 12/8/1788." P. 378 -) 

(Boyd XIII , P. 502.) 
"To Francis Hopkinson, 13/3/1789." (K&P. 

P. 459.) 
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various rights. He stated that he wanted a "Bill of Rights, 

providing clearly •••••.• for fre edom of religion, freedom 

of the press, protection against standing armies, restric­

tion of monopolies, the eternal and unremitting force of 

the habeas corpus laws, and trial by jury in all matters 

of fact triable by the laws of the land." 330) These 

rights must never be surrendered to a government for it 

is not required to surrender them for the purposes of 

society . .33l) 

It is clear that Jefferson did not identify these 

with the Natural Rights of Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit 

of Happiness. However, it can be reasoned that they are 

riders to the natural rights. Habeas Corpus Laws, trial 

by jury, and protection against standing armies for 

instance help to safe-guard the natural right of Liberty. 

Similarly freedom of religion can be regarded as promotive 

of man's right to pursue his own happiness. 

It has been seen that Jeffers on regarded the right 

to property as a civil right because civil law is essential 

to uphold property. 332 ) By the same reasoning, the 

rights he wanted entrenched in a Bill of Rights can be 

regarded as more in the nature of civil rights than 

natural rights. 

That they are civil rights is borne out by the 

construction of the Declaration of Independence. Jeffer­

son here spoke of the necessity of expunging the former 

327) Jefferson: "To James Madison, 20/12/1787." (K&P. 
P. 437.) 

328) Jefferson: "To James Madison , 15/3/1789. 11 

329) 
330) 

Loe. Cit. 
Jefferson: 

331) Jefferson: 
332) Jefferson: 

( K&P. P. 462. ) 

"To James Madison, 20/12/1787. 11 

( K&P • P . 4 3 7 • ) 
"To Noah We bster, 4/12/1790." (Foner, P. 598.) 
"To Isaac Mc Pherson, 13/8/1813. 11 

(K&P. P. 629.) 
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systems of government which had brought many injuries to 

the Colonies. 333 ) Among these injuries are the abolition 

of trial by jury in many cases, standing armies and the 

dependency of the judges upon the royal will. 334 ) These 

usurpations of the king against the Colonists are, how­

ever, contained in the body of the Declaration among 

those like refusing assent to laws and dissolving 

representative houses which cannot be regarded as natural 

rights. They are not found in the preamble which states 

natural rights to be Life, Liberty and Pursuit of 

Happiness. 

Whatever the nature of these rights may be, Natural 

or Civil, it is interesting to note that they are included 

in the list of grievances in both the Declaration of 

Independence and the Summary View of the Rights of British 

America. Jefferson was most consistent in this matter for 

in 1774 he decried the actions of George III and his 

Parliament 335 ) in regard to these rights, while in 1787 

he insisted on their being incorporated in a Bill of 

Rights. 336 ) It thus seems that it was experience of 

royal usurpations that was behind his insistence on a 

Bill. 

Farthermore, the term, Bill of Rights, seems to 

imply a written Declaration more than the vague term 

"natural rights" does. That Jefferson regarded a Bill of 

Rights as being part of a written constitution is borne 

out by his including certain rights of citizens in his 

proposed constitution for Virginia. 337) The Constitution 

333) Jefferson: 
334) Loe. Cit. 
335) Jefferson: 
336) Jefferson : 

337) Jefferson: 

11 Declaration of Independence." (K&P. P. 22.) 

"Summary View, 1774. 11 (K&P. P. 300.) 
nTo James Madi son, 20/12/1787 . 11 

(Boyd XII, P. 439.) 
"Draft of a Constitution fQr Virginia, 1783." 
(Foner, P. 182.) Hereinafter referred to 
as "Draft." 
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must also be in a written form, and must be narrow in 

meaning for he believed that 11 1Nhen an instrument admits 

two constructions 9 the one safe, the other dangerous 9 the 

one precise, the other indefinite, I prefer that which is 

safe and precise. I had rather ask an enlargement of 

power from the nation, where it is found necessary, than 

to assume it by a construction which would make our 

powers boundless. Our peculiar security is in the 

possession of a written constitution. Let us not make it 

a blank paper by cons truction. 33B) 

ii) Amendment of the Constitution. 

Jefferson believed tha t no assembly elected for the 

ordinary purposes of legislation, can restrain the acts of 

succeeding assemblies even in regard to natural rights. 

One legislature cannot bind its successors. 34o) 

His view in regard to a constitution was almo s~ ~hP 

339) 

same . No society can make a pe rpetual constitution for it 

is the right of t he living generation to manage the earth 

and its proceeds as they pleas e while they live. 341 ) 

Because the members of the living generation are their 

own masters they may govern their own persons as they see 

fit, and so old consti tutions are extinguished. 342 ) A 

generation may bind itse lf for as long as its majority 

lives but after that another ma jority will take its place 

to hold all the rights and powers of its predecessors. 343 ) 

This was Jefferson's view even of the American Constitution, 

"Some men look at cons titutions with sanctimonious 

338) Jeffers on : 
339) Jeff erson : 
340) Jefferson: 

341) Jefferson : 

11 To Wi l son Nicholas, 7/9/1803." (K&P. P. 573.) 
11 Bill for Religious Freedom. 11 (K&P. P. 313.) 
"Notes on Virginia, Query XIII." 

( K&P . P . 2 40 . ) 
"To James Madison 9 6/9/1789. II . (K&P. p. 491.) 

342) Loe. Cit. 
343) Jefferson: "To John Cartwright 9 5/6/1824." 

( K&P • P • 714 • ) 
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reverence, and deem them like the ark of the convenant, 

too sacred to be touched. They ascribe to the men of the 

preceding age a wisdom more than human, and suppose what 

they did to be beyond amendment •...••. .- ••••..•..•.••.••.• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • o •••••••••••••• I lo1.ow also, that laws 

and institutions must go hand in hand with the progress of 

the human mind. As that becomes more developed, more 

enlightened, as new di s coveries are made, new truths dis­

closed, and manners and opinions change with the change 

of circumstances, institutions mu s t advance also, and 

ke ep pace with the time s ..... ,, .......................... . 

...........•............. . Let us provide in our Constit­

ution for its revision at sta ted periods. What these 

periods should be, nature her self indicates. By the 

European t ables of mortality, of the adults living at any 

one moment of time, a majority will be dead in about nine­

teen years . At the end of that period then, a new 

majority i s come into place ; or, in other words , a new 

~~~P.~qtion. Each generation is a s indep endent of the one 

preceding, as that was of all whic h had gone before. It 

has then , like t hem, a right to choose for itself the 

f orm of government it believes most promotive of its own 

happiness ; cons equently, to a ccorJwdate to the circumstances 

i n which it finds itself , t hat received from its 

prede cess ors ; and it i s for the peace and good of mankind, 

that a s olemn opportunity of doing this ever y nineteen or 

twenty years, should be provided by the Constitution; so 

that it may be handed on, with periodical r epairs, from 

generation to generation. 344) 

344) Jeffers on: 11 To Samuel Kercheval, 12/7/1816." 
( K&P. P. 67 4 . ) 
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(Though his argument remained the same, it must be 

noted that Jefferson in other places s tated the Constit­

ution to expire no t at twenty years but at thirty-four. 345 ) 

He is also inconsistent for the Consti tution does not 

really expire but merely continues with nec essary amend­

ments. Farthermore, he himself stated that prudence 

dictates that governments long established should not be 

changed for light or transient reasons. 346 )) 

The main point of his argument, however, seems to be 

that a Constitution must contain provisions for amendment. 

He suggests different ways in which the amendment is to 

take place, but in essentials the final step in each case 

must be taken by the people. In his view of the federal 

na ture of government he regarded the county as a local 

unit of government. He once held the view that the central 

legi s lature should fix a day for voting on a proposed 

amendment which should be cons idered as carried if the 

majorities of two thirds of the counti es should accept 

347) it. 

He later accepted that amendment should be more in­

direct. If two thirds of each part of the legislature 

should concur, each county should then elect as many 

members as it had in the le gislative houses whose task 

should then be to accept or r eject any proposed amend­

ment. 348 ) 

In view of his insistenc e upon majority rule, 349 ) 

the practical grant ing of a veto to a third seems incon­

sistent. Howover, it seems to be linked with the desire 

345) 
346) 
347) 
348) 
349) 

J efferson ~ "To James ],~ad i s on, 6/9/1789 . _:., (K&P. P. 491.) 
Jefferson ~ itDeclaration of Independence. 11 (K&P. P. 22.) 
il 3rd Draft." 
"Draft . " 
Jefferson ~ 11 1 s t Inaugural Address, 4/3/1801." 

( K&P • P • 3 2 3 • ) 
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for a respect for the equal rights of t he minority 9 
35o) 

and with t he beli ef t hat gove r nment should not be change d 

for light or tra~s ient r eas ons . 351 ) Though the constit­

ution must have provision for amendment 9 there must also 

be stability. 

iii) The Le gisla ture . 

Jeffers on believed that "The fir s t principle of a 

good government i s cert ainl y a distribution of its powers 

into executive, judiciar y and legislative, and a sub­

division of the latter into t wo or three branches ." 352 ) 

A concentra tion of t he se thre e powers of government into 

the same hands is the essenc e of despotic government. 353 ) 

In a number of letters he cont i nuous l y s tre sse d the need 

for a s eparation of powers in government, 354 ) and he 

::arther follo':recl i.~v:i.1tA s~ui eu in criticising the consti t­

ution which was adopted for Virginia on the grounds that 

a ll three powers of gove rnment fell to the l egi s lative 

body. 355) 

From the above , it i s quit e clear that Jeff erson 

accepted t he bi-cameral principle i n legi s lation. Though 

he was consis tent in nami ng one house the Senate , at 

different times he called the other either the 'House of 

Delegat es ' 356 ) or the "House of Re pr esentative s 11
•
357 ) 

To ge t her t he t wo houses f or m t he General Ass embly. 358 ) 

350) Loe. Cit. 
351) J efferson: 
352) Jefferson ~ 

353) Jefferson: 

354) Jefferson ; 

355 ) J efferson : 

"Declaration of Independenc e . " (K&P. P. 22.) 
11 To Joh~i Adai-ns 9 28/9717 87. 11 

(Boyd XII, P . 189 .) 
"Notes on Virginia 9 Query XIII. :i 

( K&? • P . 2 3 7 • ) 
11 To John Bl air 9 13/10/17 87. 11 (Boyd XII, P. 27.) 
11To Edward Ca r r i ngton , 4/8/1787 . 11 1 

(Boyd XI, P . 679 .) 
"To J ames Madi s on 16/12/1786 . 11 

( Boyd X, P . 603 . ) 
"Notes on Vi rginia 9 Quer y XIII. 11 

( K&P. P. 237.) 
35 6 ) J efferson~ "Draft . 11 

357 ) J effers on~ 11 3rd Draft . 11 

35 8 ) Jefferson: "Draf t . :' 
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The Members of the Lower House are to be elected 

annually on a day fixed in the Constitution. 359 ) In one 

place the last Monday of November is mentioned, 360 ) and 

in another the 1st October. 361 ) These members must be 

elected directly by the voters 9 
362 ) who are males over 

twenty-one years of age . 363 ) Though in a bill drawn up 

by Jefferson a property qualification for the franchise 

is given 9 
364 ) his own pers onal view was that the vote 

should be given to all who should immigrate with intention 

to reside 365 ) and that property should not count for 

suffrage. 366 ) 

The country should be divided into counties or 

boroughs and the number of representatives of each county 

in the lower house s houl d be proportional to the number 

of its qualified el ectors . 367 ) During each term the 

number of representatives shou ld be adjusted if necessary368 ) 

but the total number should remain between 124 and 300. 369 ) 

The qualification of a representative should be the hold­

ing of the franchi s e . 370) 

In contras t to the Lower House 9 the Senate should be 

elected indirectly with t he aim of having wise and independ­

ent men. 371 ) Jefferson' s early view was that the Senate 

should consist of between 15 and 50 men over the age of 

thirty-one who should be appointed by the Lower House 9 a 

third r etiring ev er y three years. 372 ) Hi s later view was 

359) 
360) 
361) 
362) 

363) 

364) 
365) 
366 ) 

367) 
368) 
369) 
370) 
371) 
372) 

Loe. Cit. 
Loe. Cit. 
Jefferson: 
Je f ferson ~ 

Jefferson : 

Loe . Cit. 
Jefferson ~ 
Jefferson ~ 

Jefferson ~ 
Jefferson : 
Jefferson : 
Loe. Cit . 
Jeffers on ~ 
Jeffer s on : 

" 3rd Draft . " 
11 To Jame s Madison, 20/12/17 87." 

( K&P • P • 4 3 7 • ) 
11 Bill Conc erning Election of Members of 
Gener a l As sembly." (Boyd II, P. 337.) 

11 Bill on Citizenshi p ." (Boyd II, P. 476.) 
"To Edmund Pendleton 9 26/8/1776." 

(Boyd I, P . 503 .) 
11 3rd Draft . ;., 
"Draft." 
"3rd Draft." 

"To Edmund Pendleton 9 26/ 8/1776 ." (Boyd I, 
n 3rd Draf t . " P. 50 3. ) 
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that the voters should elect special electors who should 

choose the S0nators. 373 ) To do this 9 each county should 

elect four eledtors for each member of the Lower Rous~ 

representing that county, and every six electors should 

then choose one Senator. 374 ) A criticism of any constit­

ution can be made where the Senate and Lower House are 

too homogeneous, 375 ) and there must be a system of 

rotation in the Senate. 376 ) It is also clear that Jeffer­

son believed that the Upper House should be more compact 

than the Lower. 

A majority of members i s necessary for a quorum for 

either House to transact its business . 377) While on 

business of his House, a member should be free of all 

personal restraint. 378 ) :Bills can originate in either 

House but financi al bi lls must come from the Lower 9 and 

both Houses must assent to all l aws. 379 ) In criticising 

the Constitu tion of Virginia Jefferson mentioned that the 

legislature de t er mi ned its own quorum and that it cou ld 

of itself alter the Constitution. 380 ) His v iew was tha t 

the General As s embly should have no right to infringe the 

Constitution 9 to abridge rights , to ordain torture, nor 

to ordain the death penalty fo r any offence but treason 

and murder. 381 ) 

:Besides its ordinary legi s lative busines s , the General 

Assembly shoul d appoint a number of state officials such as 

its Speakers 1 its o;.~m clerks 9 The Aud i tor-General, the 

Attorney-General , and a ll General Officers of the Mi litary~82 ) 

The Executive s houl d a lso be appointed by the Assembly. 383 ) 

37 3) Jeff er son ~ "T o Edmund Pendleton , 26/8/177 6 . " ( :Boyd I , P. 50 3 J 
374) J efferson: 11 Draft . 11 P. 503 . ) 1 
375) Jefferson ~ "Notes on Virginia, Query XIII. 11 (K&P. P. 236) 
376) Jeffer son ~ "To Edward Rutledge, 18/ 7/17 88 ." ( :Boyd XIII{ 
377) Jefferson ~ "Draft." P. 37 8 .J 
378) Loe. Cit. 
379) Jefferson ~ " 3rd Draft," 
380) Jefferson ~ "Not es on Virginia , Query XIII. 11 (K&P. P. 236 . ) 
381) Jefferson : "Draft . " 
382) Loe. Ci t . 
383 ) Loe . Cit. 
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iv) The Executive. 

Though calling the Exe cutive Officer of the Government 

by different names 9 ( governor 9 
384 ) Administrator, 385 ) 

President 9 
386 )) Jefferson insisted that the Executive be 

singular and not plural because of the anarchy liable to 

arise out of schisms in a plural executive. 387 ) A deputy 

should 9 however, be appointed to assist and succeed the 

Executive Officer, 388 ) and also a Council of State of 

eight members to advise him . 389 ) 

Jefferson's early view was that the AdJninistrat or 

should be appointed annually by the Lower Hous e , 39o)but 

l ater he believed that he should be cho sen every five 

years by a joint ballot of both Houses and should be in­

eligible for farther election. 391 ) One of his continual 

criticisms of the Constitution of the United States was 

the re-eligibility of the President. 392 ) He believed 

that if the term was not fixed the tenure could be for 
I 

life and the office would ultimately become an inherited 

one. 393 ) Once in office, and possess ing the military force 

of the state, a President could easily entrench himself. 394 ) 

Farthermore, foreign states would be most interested in 

having a friend as President for life and so would inter­

fere with money and arms to support him while no foreign 

power would waste its blood and money to elect a person 

who must go out at the end of a short period. 395 ) 

384 ) Loe. Cit. 
385) Jefferson ~ 
386 ) Jefferson~ 
387) Jefferson~ 
388) Jefferson ~ 
389) Jefferson ~ 
390) Jefferson ~ 
391) Jefferson ~ 
392 ) Jefferson ~ 

"3rd Draft." 
"To James Madison 9 20/12/1787. 11 (K&P . P. 437 . ) 
"To de Tracy 9 26/1/1811." (Foner, P . 690.) 
"3rd Draft." 
"Draft." 
:13rd Draf t." 
"Draft." 
"To William Carmichael 9 15/12/17 87." (Boyd XII,

1 

"To Mr A. Donald 9 7/2/17 88 . 11 P. 425 . 
( K&P . P . 4 4 2 . ) 

"To Edward Carrington 9 27/5/1788 ." 
( K&P . P . 4 4 7 . ) 

"To J ames IVIadison 9 31/7/1788. 11 (K&P. P. 450.) 
"To J ames Monroe, 9/8/17 88 . 11 (:Boyd XIII, P.490) 
"To Francis Ho:pkinson, 13/3/1789 . " 

( K&P . P . 4 5 9 . ) 
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Jeffe rson ' s fear of t h i s happening i n Ame r ic a was l a ter 

less ened for "Th e example of four pre s ident s voluntarily 

retiring at the end of thei r e i ghth year , and t he pro gress of 

public opinion, t hat the principle i s sal u t a ry, have given 

it i n pr a ctice t h e force of pr ec edent and usa ge ; ins omuch, 

t hat , s hou l d a pr esident c ons en t to be a c andida te for a 

t hird election , I trus t he woul d be reject ed, on t h i s 

demons trat i on of ambi t ious v i ews. " 39 6 ) 

The Exe cu tive Officer shou l d be completely independent 

in executing t he l aws and shoul d no t be linked to t h e 

legi s latur e or hold any ot her gover nment off i ce . 397 ) 

Though hi s power s i n c l ude the wagi ng of war , conclu ding 

peace and t re a ties , and r egulation of t he arme d force s , 398 ) 

he may n ot pr oro gue , di s s olve or adj our n either legislative 

Hous e, erect cou r ts, pa r don crime s n or r emit puni shment s , 

nor create dignitie s n or gr ant ri ghts of precedence. 399 ) 

As f ar as i n te r f ering with l egi s l a tion i s concerned , 

Jefferson like d the principl e t hat t he executive, con­

jointly with a third of either Hou se of the legislature, 

shou l d have a nogativ e, t h ough he re garde d it as even 

better if such a negative were gi ven to t he ju dicia r y . 400) 

It i s clear fr om t he above that i n t he cas e of the 

executive, Je f f er s on ' s c onstitu tional v i ews were ver y like 

those of Mont es ~u i eu . Though chos en by the Legislative, 

the Execut ive ' s indep endenc e aft er e l ec tion wa s to be 

as sur ed by h i s ineli gibility fo r re-e l ection while his 

39 3 ) J effe r son ~ 

39 4) J e f fe r son ; 
39 5 ) J e ffe rs on ~ 

39 6 ) J e f f e r s on ~ 
397 ) J e f fers on g 
39 8 ) Loe. Cit. 
399 ) J e f fe r s on g 
400 ) J e f fe r s on ~ 

"To the North Caro lina Genera l Assembl y , 
10/ 1/1808 ." (K&P . P. 346 .) 

;
1To John Adams , 1 3/ 11/1787 . 11 (K&P. P. 435.) 

11To James Madi s on, 20/1 2/17 87 . 11 

( K&P. P . 4 3 7 • ) 
"Au tobi ogr aphy ." (K&P. P . 81 . ) 
11 Draf t . 11 

11 3rd Dra f t . 11 

nTo J ame s l\:Iadj_s on , 20/12/17 87." 
( K&P . P . 4 3 7 . ) 
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function s were to be limited to exe cutive matte r s only 

with no power to interfere wi th the judiciary in any way. 

v) The J udic iar y . 

Jefferson be lieved that though merc y should be the 

character of the l aw- makers, the judge should be a 

machine . 4oi) 

"The dignity and stabili t y of government in all its 

branches, t he morals of t he people 9 and every bl ess ing of 

soc iety, de pend s o much upon an upright and skillful 

administration of just ice, that the judicial power ought 

to be di stinc t from both the l egi s lature and executive, 

and independent upon both o • o • o o o o • •• o o • o • o o ••• o o o • • • o o •• • 

The judges , t herefore , should 

a l ways be men of learning and experien c8 in the laws, of 

exemplary mora l s , gr eat pati enc e, calmness and attention . . 

• • • • • • • • • • • o • o ••••••• • • o • o • •• ••••••••• • o • • ••• • •• o • • • o •• • To 

these ends t hey should hold estates for life in their 

office s , or, in othe r words , their commissions should be 

duri ng good behavi our .'' 402 ) 

For the Admini s tration of Justice, t he stat e should 

be div ided i nto covJ1ties , each of which should have Count y 

and other I nferior Court s . 403 ) Judges of these Courts 

should be appointed by the Exe cut ive Officer on advice of 

t he Council of State, and should not be debarred from 

be i ng members of the legislature. 4o4) 

Above t hese local courts should be a number of Superior 

Court s whose juri sdiction should be defined by the Legis­

lature. 4o5) The Judges of the se Court s, whose numbers 

401) J efferson ~ "To Edmund Pendleton 9 26/8/1776 . ·1 

(Boyd I, P . 503 . ) 
402) Jefferson ~ 11 To Ge orge Wythe , J u ly 1776 . :s (Foner, P . 513) 
403) Jefferson : 11 Draft. 11 

404) Loe . Cit . 
405 ) Jofferson ~ 11 3rd Draft. 11 
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should be definitely fixed in the Constitution 9 should be 

chosen by a joint ballot of the two Houses of the Legis­

lature and should be allowed to bold no other offices. 406 ) 

They should bo l d office as judges for life subject to 

their good behaviour, 4o7 ) and should have practised at 

the bar for at leas t seven years prior to their appoint­

ment as judges . 40 8 ) 

Together the judges of the Superior Court should 

form the Supreme Court of the land to hear all final 

appeals. 4o9 ) For a quorum in the Supreme Court, there 

should be present at least nine of the judges. 4io) 

Besides this hierarchy of courts for the ordinary 

administration of justice 9 Jefferson also saw a need for 

a special Court of Impeachments. This Court of Impeach­

ments should consi st of a fixed number of representatives 

from the Executive's Council of State 9 from each Superior 

Court 9 from the Lower House and from the Senate. 411 ) 

The Executive 0fficer 9 and member s of the Council of State, 

the Court s and the two Houses of the General Assembly 

should have the right to impeach e a ch other before this 

Court for any misbehaviour i n office. 412) To pass any 

sentence 1 at least a two-thirds majority of the Court 

should concur 9 and any sentence should consist at the 

most in dismissal from office. 41 3) 

Habeas Corpus should prevail at all times and a 

criminal should be tried within ten days of his arrest. 414) 

In all cases 9 the judges should be ass isted by a jury who 

should decide on questions of fact. 415 ) Whenever sentences 

of fine s or i mprisonment are left indefinite by the law, 

406) Jefferson ~ "Draft.a 
407) Loe . Cit. ' 
40 8 ) Jefferson ~ "3rd Draft. 11 

409) Jeffers on; n Draft." 
410) Loe. Cit. 
411) Loe. Cit. 
412) Loe. Cit. 
413) Loe. Cit. 
414) Loe. Cit o 
415) Loe. Cit. 
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these should a lso bG decide d by the jury. 416 ) 

It is very clear t hat J effers on attached gr eat i m­

portanc e to t he Court s as a means of prot ecting the right s 

of the individual citizen, for he believed that the 

judiciary could le gally check the gov ernment f r om infring­

i ng these rights i f there existed a written Bill of Righti~7 ) 

The Courts se t up in s oci ety thus a r e the i mportant me ans 

of securing t he rights of the individual which was the 

main r eason for the i nstitution of s ociety itself. 418 ) 

By i mplication , it also s e ems that Jefferson faintly 

r eco gni sed that the court s in a state wi th a written 

cons itution have the ri ght to judge the cons titutionality 

of legislative act s . 

This is probably t he re a son why Jefferson stresse d 

the good Quali ti es es senti a l i n j udges and their i n­

dependenc e . 419 ) The separation of powers in this instanc e 

at least mu s t be cons i dered as i nevitable to Jefferson's 

philo s ophy of the natur al right s of Life , Liberty and the 

Pur suit of Happi nes s be i ng sacred . 

416 ) Loe. Cit. 
417 ) Jefferson ~ 11 To J amGs Madi s on, 1 5/3/1789 ." ( K&P . P. 462.) 
418) Jefferson ~ "Declara tion of Independence." (K&P. P. 23 .) 
419) J e fferson ~ 11 To George Wythe , J ul y 177 6 ." ( Foner 9 P . 513 0) 
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CHAPTER V 

SUBSIDIARY DETAILS OF JEFFERSON 'S PHILOSOPHY 

a) The P e ople of J effe r son ' s Ideal State. 

At least one writor has po i n te d out that Jefferson 

was hardly consistent i n his theories 9 
420 ) and this 

appears especia lly true of his descriptions of tho people 

of his ideal state . Yet such contradictions as appear are 

no t compl ete ly real ~ they merely show that 9 as Jefferson's 

experience and knowledge gr ew 9 he was willing to mo dify 

h i s views when they appeared false. Be i ng liberal in hi s 

outlook towards others ; he could admit h i s own mi stakes 

i f he became convi nced of them. 

I n h i s descrip tion of the people and the development 

of society Rousseau had, in his "Discours e on Inequality," 

regarded the arts of agriculture as r etrogressi on from 

ma n ' s perfect state. 421) The climax was the diabolical 

device of property in l and which led to war 9 murder , 

wretchedness and horror 9 all the c alami ties that have 

s i n c e s tru c k mankind . 422 ) Rousseau ' s view on the 

development of c i vil i sation and soci e t y 9 up to this p oint 

and farther, was a decidedly pessimistic one and s t ands 

in sharp con tras t to the views expressed by Jefferson . 

Jefferson' s thought is that agriculture may be 

responsible fo r the growth of law and order in soci ety for 

he says ~ "When a man has enclosed and improved his farm 9 

builds a g ood house on it and raise s p lentiful stoc ks of 

ani mals 9 he will wish when he dies that these things go 

to h i s wi fe and children, whom he loves more than he d oes 

420 ) Hofstadter, R. ~ Op . Cit . P . 23 . 
Beard 9 C. : Op . Cit. P. 415 . 

421) Dunning ~ W.A.~ " Rousseau to Spencer." P . 10. 
422) Loe. Cit . 
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his other relations, and for whom he will work with 

ple asure during his life. You will, t h erefore, find it 

ne cessar y to establish l aws for this . When a man has 

property, earned by his own labor, he wi ll not lik e to 

see another come and take it f rom him becaus e he happens 

to be s t ronger, or e lse to defend it by spilling b lood . 

You will find it necess a ry then to appoint good men as 

judges, to decide c ontests b etween man and man , according 

to reason and to the rule s you shall e stablish ." 423 ) 

This i s direc tly oppos ed to Rousseau ' s doctrines, 

but deve lopment s of society f a rther from this were also 

regarded by Jefferson as deterioration from the ideal 

socie ty . Brought up in an agri c u ltural environment, it 

is perhaps i nevitable that he shou ld have adopted views 

based on an agrarian p opulation and its activitie s . In 

his eyes, no s tate of s ociety is b etter than an agrarian 

one. 

"Th ose who labour in the earth a re the chos en people 

of Go d, i f ever He had a chosen people , whose breasts He 

has made Hi s peculi ar deposit for subs tantial and g enuine 

virtue. It i s the focus i n whi ch He ke eps a live that 

sacred fir e, which otherwi s e might escape from the face of 

the earth . Corruption of moral s in t he mass of 

cultivators i s a phenomenon of whi ch no age nor nation has 

f u rnished an example . " 424 ) 

Accordin g to thi s view, agrar i an people a re v irtuous 

and their moral s are no t e a sily corrup ted . As part of 

their upright character t hey app ear thrifty whi c h they 

have become through having to do so muc h for themselves . 425 ) 

Economy and thriftiness which resu lt from h ous e - hold 

423) Jefferson ~ 

424) J effer son: 
425 ) Jefferson ~ 

" To the Chiefs of the Cherokee Nation . 11 

10/1/1806 . (K&P . P. 57 8 .) 
"Note s on Virginia . 11 Query XIX . 
"To John Adams ." 12/1/181 2 . (K&P . P. 615.) 
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manufactures are such that they cannot eas ily be laid 

aside ~ and 9 while they exist 9 the state itself i s safer 

from extravagance and all the perils it brings . 426 ) 

Farthermore a p opulation made up of small landholders 

is tied to its soi l by bonds of interest . Each individual 

has a direct intere s t in the country and so the liberty 

and independence of the s t ate is strengthened . 

"We have now lands enough to employ an infinite 

number of pe ople in their cultivation. Cultiva tors of the 

e a rth are the most valuable citizens. They are the most 

vi gorous, the most independent 9 the most virtuous 9 and 

they are tied to their country 9 and wedded to its liberty 

and interest s by the most lasting bonds ." 427) 

Not only do cultivators of the earth possess most 

' amor patriae' 428 ) but agriculture is the wisest pursuit 

of man for it contribute s most to his real wealth, good 

morals and happ i ness . 429) Farthermore a griculture is 

the most pleasing and healthy occupation and there is no 

condition better than that of a farmer . 43o) 

The landed interes t 9 in Jeff0rson ' s vievv 9 was thus 

essential to the retention and strengthening of the 

democratic state he had in mind . In his practical politic s 9 

then 9 he was always the great defender of the agrarian 

interests in his opposition to the assumption of state 

debts 9 the t axes on i mport s 9 houses 9 lands and slaves in 

1798 9 and many of the measures of Hamilton which favoured 

the commercial north at the expense of the agricultural 

s outh . It is no wonder that the agricu lturalists of the 

426) Jefferson ~ 
427) Jefferson ~ 
428) Jefferson ; 

429) Jeffe rson ~ 

430) Jefferson~ 

Loe. Cit. 
"To John Jay, 23/ 8/1785.n (K&P . P. 377 . ) 
"Answers to First Queries 24/1/17 86 . " 
( Boyd X9 F . 16. ) 
" To George Washington 9 14/10/1787.it 
(Boyd XII, P . J8 . ) 
"To James Cu rrie 9 4/8/17 87." 
(Boyd XI . P . 682 . ) 
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country turned to the leadership of Jeffe rson so that he 

was able to remark that the whole landed interest was 

republican . 431) 

I t is thus to the interest of the state to encou rage 

l andholding which is at the root of s tability and love of 

i ndependence . "It is not too soon to provide by every 

possible means that as few as possible shall be without 

a little p ortion of land. The small landholders are the 

most precious part of a state . 432) 

Property 9 it was believed by some Americans, should 

be as widely sca ttered as possibl e 1 and so a system of small 

farmers i s the best . 433 ) Concentra tion of property leads 

to weal t h, whi c h i n turn produces power for a few which is 
434 ) 

a menace to the liberties of the many . One writer thus 

expresse s the view that Jefferson believed that, unless 

property was scattered among small- holders 9 the democratic 

i dea would be in d anger f or wealth and government can 

become interchangeable terms. 435) It i s clear at least 9 

that ,Jefferson did recognis e that gr eat weal th could 

corrupt t he people and gove rnn1ent 9 especially if the 

franchise were restricted. 436) 

J efferson was a b le to t ake great pride in the general 

social ins titution of the America of h i s day. He wrote ~ 

"l½ost of the laboring class possess propcrty 9 cult i vate their 

own land 9 have f amilies 9 and from the demand for the ir l abor 

are enabled to exact from the rich and the competent such 

prices as enable them to be fed abundantly 9 clothed above 

mere dec ency, to labor moderately and raise their fami lies. 

431) 
432) 

43 3) 

434) 
435 ) 
436) 

Jefferson : 111ro Philli p Mazze i, 24/4/1796 . 11 ( K&P . 
J efferson~ "To Rev. Jame s lVIadison 9 28/10/1785." 

( K&P . P . 3 9 0 • ) 
Baldwin, L. ~ Op . Cit. P . 318 .) 

Loe. Cit. 
Laski ~ Op. Cit . 
Jefferson ~ "Notes on Virginia. Query XIV. n 

( K&P • P • 2 6 5 . ) 

P. 537.) 
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They a re not dri ven to the ult i mat e resources of dexterity 

and skill, becaus e their ware s will s ell although no t 

quite so n ice as those of England. The wealthy, on the 

other hand , and those at their ease, know no thing of what 

the Europeans call luxur y . They have only s ome-what more 

of the comforts and decencies of life than those who 

furni s h them. Can any condition of society b e more 

desireable than thi s?
11

437) 

While .Ambassador i n Franc e, Jefferson made a tour of 

t h e s outhern provi n ce s i n 17 87 and he obs e rved that t h e 

p eople in the villages we re less happy and v i rtuous ~ 

those i s ola ted with t h eir f amilies on ground s they 

cultivated. 438 ) He reflected t hat no condition was hap­

p ier t han t hat of the Virg i n ian far mer whose farm supplied 

all his necessit ie s and a small surplus whi c h enab led him 

to buy s ome finerie s and to ent ertain and visi t his 

f riends . 439 ) 

In di rect proportion as the importance of t h e 

agrarians grows i n Jefferson ' s t h ought, t hat of t h e other 

class e s, wheth er engaged i n manufacture or commerce, 

dimini s he s . In every p oss i ble way, he l ooks u p on them 

with suspicion and unveile d cont empt. Corruption, h e 

says , 11 i s the mark se t on those, who, not looking up to 

Heav en, t o their own soil and indus try, as does the 

husbandman , f or their subs i s tence, depend f or it on 

casualties and capri c e of cus t omers . Dep endence b egets 

subser vience and venality, suffocates the germ of virtue , 

and prepares f i t t ools for the designs of ambition .... . ... . 

Generally sp e aking, the proportion whi ch the a ggregate of 

t he other c l asses of ci t izens bear s in a n y s tate to t hat 

437) J e ff erson~ 

438 ) J efferson~ 

439 ) Jefferson~ 

"To Dr . Thomas Co oper 9 10/9/1814. 11 

(K&P . P . 649 .) 
"No tes of a tour int o Southern Franc e, 
17 87 . " ( Boyd XI , P. 415. ) 

"To James Curri e , 4/8/ 1787 . n 
(Boyd XI, P . 682 .) 
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of its husbanilinen, is the proportion of its unsound to 

its healthy parts, and is a good enough barometer whereby 

to measure its degree of corruption. While we have land 

to labor then , let us never wi sh to see our citizens 

occupied at a workbench, or t wirling a distaff. Carpenters, 

masons , smiths, are wanting in husbandry ~ but, for the 

general operations of manufacture, let our workshops remain 

in Europe. It is better t o car~y provisions and materials 

to workmen there, than bring them to the provisions and 

materials, and with them their manners and principles. 

The loss by the transportation of commodoties across the 

Atlantic will be made up in happiness and permanence of 

government. The mobs of great cities add just so much to 

the support of pure government, as s ores do to the 

strength of the human body. " 440) 

Jeffers on was convinced that manufacture was evil in 

that it introduced dependence and other evils into a 

state and so would be better off in ~urope, far from his 

America. In a comment upon the ideas of Malthus he put 

forth the view that Americans could double or treble the 

products of food whi ch could be exported to help the in­

creasing popul a tions of Europe ~ in r eturn the Europeans 

could manufacture and send their finished products to 

America. 441 ) Thi s at least would keep an indus trial 

population , with it s danger to a democratic government, 

out of America. That class which Marx was to praise, was 

desp i sed by Jefferson, 0 1 consider the clas s of artificers 

as the pander s of vice, and the instruments by which the 

liberties of a country are generally overturned ." 442 ) 

One writer point s out that thi s attitu de of Jefferson 

440) Jefferson ~ 
441) Jefferson~ 

442) Jefferson ~ 

"Notes on Virginia, Query XIX. 11 

11 To Jean ]aptj_ste Say, 1/2/1804." 
( K&P . P . 57 5 . ) 

0 To John Jay , 23/ 8/17 85. 11 (K&P. P. 377.) 
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was a direct echo of the ideas of Quesnay and Turgot who 

believed that political corruption was partly due to the 

piling up of people in larg e citie s . 443) 

Unlike those engaged in husbandry 9 the industrial 

classes do not own land ; they are dependent upon others 

and so a re the more easily corrupted . They have no direct 

interest in the country and the s tate 9 and so are not a 

bulwark for the retention of its liberty. 

Falling between the agrarians whom Jefferson praised 9 

and the manufacturing classes which he hated, are those 

engaged in commerce and navigation . If the products of 

American husbandry are to b e exported to Europe 9 and 

Europ ean manufactures import ed into .America 9 such a class 

is obviously necessary. 

These classes of people were preferred by Jefferson 

to the manufacturing classes , bu t even they were regarded 

only as a necessa ry evil. 444 ) Their evil too lies in the 

danger they bring to the s t a te ~ " But what will be the 

consequence? Frequent wars without a doubt. Their 

property will be viola ted on the sea 9 and in foreign ports 9 

their persons will b e insulted 9 i mpri s oned 9 etc. 9 for 

pretended debt s , contra cts 9 crimes, contraband 9 etc.~ 

etc. 11 445 ) The Commercial classes contai n many adventures 

and the natu re of their bus ines s u sually leads t o the ruin 

of others 9 mostly better than themselves. 446 ) Jefferson 

thus had little lik ing for Rhode I s land which he regarded 

as peopled mainly by commercially-mi n ded people . 447 ) 

The bes t economic activity f or any young s tate 

443) Carpenter 9 

444) Jeffe rson g 
445) Jefferson ~ 
446) Jefferson ~ 

447) Jefferson ~ 

W.~ Op . Cit. P. 107. 
Lo e . Cit . 
11 To John J ay 1 23/8/1785.n (K&P . P. 377.) 
11 To Nathanie l Tracy 'I 17/8/1785. 11 

( Boy d VII I 9 P. 399.) 
"Answers to Firs t Queries 9 24/1/1786. 11 

( Boyd X, P. 1 6 .) 
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remains agriculture. A young republic, placed in wide 

spaces such as provided by the North American continent, 

should if pos s ible indulge in neither commerce nor 

navigation, but should stand in grand isolati on towards 

the rest of the world as did China, with all its citizens 

husbandmen. 448 ) Only when there were too many to engage 

in agriculture, or when a sur plus was produced, should 

manufacture or commerce begin to play a part in the 

economic life of the state. 449 ) 

When Jefferson assumed his duties as Pres ident, these 

ideas were fi r m in his mind : the greatest economic activity 

of man was agriculture 9 commerce and navigation were but 

secondary to this while manufacturing was an activity 

that could be left to Eu.rope. This attitude was reflected 

in his sta tement of the principles of his government, one 

of which was to be "the encouragement of agriculture, and 

of commerce as its handmaid." 45o) Yet after but one 

year in office he was forced to recognise the place of 

manufacture as well as comm~rce and navigation in a 

republic ' s economic ac tiviti es, which were ''agriculture, 

manufacture, commerce , and naviga tion 7 the four pillars 

of our prosperity. 11 451) 

His first term of offic e did not see any great 

change i n his bas ic ideas but during hi s second term 

trouble occured with Britain over i mpressment and the 

search of ships for c ontraband. The failure of his 

embargo, together wi th the resultant miseries caused to 

the American pe ople, cause d ma jor modifications in his 

views . 

448) Jefferson : 11 To C. van Hogendorp , 13/10/17 85. 11 

( K&P . P . 3 8 4 . ) 
449) Loe . Cit. 
450) Jefferson~ i'ls t Inaugural Addres s 9 ~./3/1801.'' 

( K&P • P . 3 2 4 . ) 
451) Jeffers on~ "1s t Annual Message, 8/12/1801. '' 

( K&P . P . 3 30 . ) 
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"The suspension of our foreign commerce 9 produced by 

the injustice of the be lligerent p owers and the consequent 

losses and sacrifices of our citizens 9 are sub jects of 

just concern . The s ituati on int o whi ch we have t hus been 

forced, has i mpelle d us to apply a por tion of our i ndustry 

and capital to interna l manuf actures and i mprovements. 

The extent of this conversion i s daily increas ing and 

little doubt r emains that the establishments f or med and 

fo rming will 9 under t he auspices of cheaper materi a l s and 

subsistence 9 the fr e e dom of labor f rom taxation with u s, 

and of protecting duti es and prohibitions - bec ome 

permanent ." 452 ) 

Jeffer s on was t hus forc e d to r ecogni se that manuf acture 

was part of the econon :i_c lj.fe of any nation and that due 

recognition of each braj1ch of ec onomic produc·c i on was 

necessary . In h i s own words~ 11 1 tr:.1s t the good sense of 

our country will se 0- tha t i -:;s g::·ea test prosperi t y depends 

on a due bal anc e betwce:..1 agriculture 1 manufacturGs and 

commerc e ." 453 ) 

Even if he had be en t a r dy a t recognising the part of 

manufacture 9 Madi s on ' s war wi th England woul d have change d 

hi s views. That war 9 howv,rc -c· 9 mere l y cemented the con­

victions hG t hen held fo r in 1813 hG wro te ~ "Out of the 

evils of i mpr,:-:..::,::;nient and of the or uers of counc i l a great 

bl ess ing for us vill grow. I hav e 10t formerly been an 

advoca te for grea t marr:1:',t-J t or·i_es. ::: doubtGd whet her our · 

labor 9 and a idGd by the s pont aneous energie s of the earth, 

would not proc1 lr e us more t han we 0ould make ourselves of 

other n ec ess&.ri es . Bu-'_; otl1G:r cons i dera tions entering into 

the ques tion 9 have s e t t l ed my doubt s ." 454 ) 

45 2) J effGrson ~ ;18th Annual Message 9 8/11/1808 . 11 

( K&P • P , 3 4-8 • ) 
45 3 ) Jeffer son : 11 To Thomas Le i per 9 21/1/1809 . i; 

( K&P • P , 5 9 3 • ) 
454) Jefferson ~ "To Johr. I\1e lis:i 7 13/1/1813." 

( K&P • P " 6 2 l o ) 
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Yet it is noticeable that ev en in his recognition of 

commerce and manufacture, it was a l ways agri culture that 

Jefferson placed first . Unlike c ommerce and manufacture, 

agriculture is a constant activi ty of man and it will 

always give him pleasure to se e "people become disposed 

to cultivate the earth , to rai se herds of t he useful 

animals, and to spin and wea7e 9 for their food and cloth­

ing. The se r es ources are certain, t hey will never dis­

appoint." 455 ) 

b) The Armed Strength of the Stat e . 

It has already been noted that Jeffers on was against 

war and, after the Che sapeake-Le opard Affair, tried by 

means of an embargo to force Britai n to treat America 

more as an e~ual, sovere i gn s t ate . Though the embargo 

failed, it illus trates Jefferson 's view that states 

should use peaceable means to settle their differences. 

This view J efferson had held as early a s 1794 before there 

was a possibility that he would have -c o apply it as 

President: "I love :p ea c e , and I am anxiou s that we should 

give the world still another usGf u l les s on, by showing to 

t hem other modes of punish i ng injuries t han by war, which 

i s as much a puni shment to the puni sher as to t he sufferer. 

I love, the refore . •... t he propos ition of cutting off all 

communication with the nati0r.. which has conducted itself 

so atroci ously." 456) 

Though J efferson abhorre d war as the grea t es t scourge 

of mankind, 457 ) because i t i s a lo ss to both parties, 458 ) 

he realised that encroachment s must be r es i s t e d at some 

point or more will take pl a c e . 459) For this reason the 

--------------- -- -- ·-- ----- ---------
455) J efferson: 

456) Jefferson : 
457) Jofforson ~ 

458) Jefferson: 

459) Loe. Cit . 

11 To the Mi amis ~ Powtewatami es and Wee auks, 
7/1/1808 . 11 (K&P. P. 333.) 

"To Tench Coxe, 1/5/1794. 11 (K&F . P. 528.) 
"To Elbridge Gorry, 13/5/1797 . 0 

( K&P • P • 5 4 3 • ) 
n To William Short , 28/11/1814. 11 

( K&P . P . 6 5 3 • ) 
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state must be a strong one. "Justice indeed, on our part, 

will save us from those wars which would have been produced 

by a contrary di sposition. But how can we prevent those 

produced by the wrongs of other nations? By putting our­

selves in a condition to punish them. Weakness provokes 

insult and injury, while a condition to punish, often 

prevents them .. o o o • o • o () o o o o o o ••• o ••• o ••• o e o o •• • ••• o ••••• • • 

... .. .... . ... . I think it to our interest to punish the 

first insult ; becaus e an insult unpunished is the parent 

of many others. ;i 460 ) 

The necessity that the s tate be a strong one is thus 

recognised. Jefferson, hovrnver, was deeply interested 

in the form t he armed strength should take for the existence 

of an armed force could become an interna l danger to the 

state itself for it i s "the vital principle and immediate 

parent of despotism .rr 461 ) 

Thus t h e first essential, to safeguard the state and 

the liberty of it s sub j ects , i s that the military shall 

be subordinate to the civil authority . 462 ) He believed 

that the free s t gover nments on earth a lways kept their 

armies under absolute cont rol by the civil authorities. 463 ) 

The dangers of the military being superior to the civil 

authority were revealed by t h e events immediately prior 

to the Revolution and are at the back of Jefferson's 

powerful compla ints to the King: 11 In order to enforce the 

arbitrary measures before complained of? his Maj e s ty has, 

from time to time, sent among us large bodies of armed 

force s , not made up of the pe ople here ; nor raised by the 

authority of our laws . Did his Ma j esty pos sess such a 

right as this, it mi ght swallow up all our other rights, 

460) Jefferson ~ 
461) Jefferson~ 

462 ) Jefferson ~ 

463) Jefferson: 

11 To John Jay, 23/8/1785 . " (K&P. P . 37 8 . ) 
"1st Inaugural Addre ss , 4/3/1801. 11 

( K&P • P . 3 2 4 , ) / 
"To Mons ieur de St. Etienne, 3 6/1789 . " 

( K&P. P. 469 . ) 
"Notes Concerning the Right of Removal 
from Offic e, 17 80.) (Boyd IV, P. 281.) 
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whenever he should think proper. But his Majesty has no 

right to land a single armed man on our shores; and those 

whom he sends here are liable to our laws, for the 

suppression and punishment of riots, routs, and unlawful 

assemblies, or are hostile bodies invading us in defiance 

of law . . . . . . . . . . . . o • • • o o o o • • 0 • • o • • • • • o • • • o • • • • • • ~ • • • • • • • • 

Instead of subjecting the military to the civil power, 

his Majesty has expressly made the civil subordinate to 

the military. But can his Majesty thus put down all law 

under his feet? Can he erect a power superior to that 

which erected himself? He has done it indeed by force; 

but let him remember that force cannot give right." 464) 

The second essential is that the armed force should 

not be in the form of a standing army. Jefferson stated 

that certain instruments, if in the hands of governors, 

whether legislative or executive, place the citizens 

directly at the mercy of such governors, and tha t the 

worst cf such instruments is a standing army. 465 ) Thi s 

view of Jefferson helps explain his opposition to the 

Sedition Act and the raising by Presijent Adams of an 

army under the virtual leadership -of Hamilton. 466 ) 

Jefferson even feared that the Presidency of the United 

States could deteriorate into a monarchy through the 

PresidBnt's being the possessor of the military force of 

the Union~ the President, once elected, could use this 

force to remain in power. 467) But thirteen years later 

· ·-J-e..ff'erson was to see this fear justified, not in America 

but in France ~ "My confidence has been placed in the 

head, not in the heart of Bonaparte. I hoped he would 

464) 
465) 

466) 
467) 

Jefferson: "Summary Vi ew , 1774." (K&P. P. 309.) 
Jefferson: "To Colonel Humphreys, 18/3/1789." 

( K&P-. · P . 4 6 6 . ) 
Adams, J.T.: Op. Cit. P. 285. 
Jefferson: "To John Ad. ams t 13/11/1787." 

( K&P. P. _4 36. J 
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calculate truly the differenc e between the fame of a 

Washington and a Cromwe ll. Whatever his views may be, he 

has at least transferred the destinies of the republic 

from the civil to the military arm .....•......• . •........ 

•••••o•cio e1•• •• Qo •• ~ o•ooo o eo o ooeoo oo• •••o o oo oo oeoooeoooooo 

I read it as a lesson against the danger of standing 

armies." 468 ) Because of being in control of a standing 

army Napoleon was able to "kick down their constitution" 

and 9 instead of that, to have the French people dependent 

upon his will alone. 469) 

Large standing armies are thus a danger to liberty. 

Yet the state must be strong enough to protect itself and 

to punish encroachm P.nts on its rights . For this purpose 

Jefferson proposes a militia of citizens. Standing armies 

must be abandoned a ltogether and a well-disr.iplined 

citizen militia substituted in their place. 47o) It seems 

likely that Jeffers on's admj r~~ion for the mili t ia arose 

during the War of Ind~pe~dence for he believed that, when 

the Britis~ invaded Virgi ~ia, the only force which had 

~~ecked them had been the milit i a . 471 ) The fact that 

his father too had been an officer of the militia, 472 ) 

possibly helped promote h i s admiration for that type of 

force. 

Each state mus t jud ge fo r it self the number of armed 

and trained men that can safely be trusted in it, 473 ) 

but "For a people who are free, and who mean to remain s o, 

a well-organised and armed militia is their best security . 

It is, therefore , incumbent on us, at every meeting, to 

468) Jefferson~ "To Samuel Adams, 26/2/1800 . 11 (K&P. P. 557 . ) 
469) Jefferson: "To Dr. William Bache 9 2/2/1800." 

( K&P. P . 5 5 6 . ) 
470) Jefferson : "To J a;11es Madison, 31/7/1788 ." (K&P. P. 450.: 
471) Jeffers on : "To the Speaker of the House of Delegates 9 

10/5/1781." (Boyd V9 P. 626 .) 
472) Malone 9 D. : Op . Cit. P. 33. 
473 ) Jeffers on: "Summary View 9 1774." (K&P . P. 309) 
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revise the condition of the militia, and to ask ourselves 

if it is prepared to rep el a powerful enemy . " 474 ) 

A citizen- militia i s muc h preferable to a standing 

army which may "overawe the public sentiment . " 475 ) Although 

he does not say so, Jefferson' s thought se ems to be t hat 

a standing army is sub ject to orders from above and s o can 

be used to suppress the people of the state ; while a 

citizen- militia i s comp ose d of citizens who will not allow 

themselves to be use d in suppress i ng and oppressing them­

selves. 

Jeffers on ' s broad sketc h of a military- training 

p rogram shows that he c onsiders that the force of the state 

must be made up of the citizens of t hat s tate. "Class the 

militia a ccording to t h e years of their birth 7 and make all 

those fr om t wenty to t wenty-five liable to be trained and 

calle d into servic e a t a moment's warning . Thi s would 

have given us a force of three hundred t h ou sand young men, 

prepared b y proper training, f or service in any part of 

t he United States ; while those who had pass ed through 

that period would remain at home, liable to b e used in 

their own or ad j a c ent states." 476 ) 

The view of the English Utilitarians was that t hose 

who are most inte r es t ed i n a mat t er are bes t able to 

execut e t he details of such a mat t e r . Jefferson's v iew 

on armed forces is identical. Tho se who defend will defend 

best if they a r e defending t hemselves and their own 

p os s ess ions . For thi s r eason, the aim of a state should 

be to continuously amend the defects which from time to 

time will show themse lves in the laws whi c h r egulate the 

47 4) J e fferson: 11 8 th Annual Message , 8/11/180 8 . 11 

( K&P. P. 34 7.) 
475) Jefferson : 11 To Elbri dge Gerry, 26/1/1799 . " 

( K&P . P . 545 .) 
476 ) J e fferson ~ 11 To Gene r al Thaddeus Kos ciusko , 26/2/1810 . 11 

(K&P . P . 60 2 .) 
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militia, until a stage is reached where they are suffici ent­

ly perfect . 4 Tl) 

c) Education in the State. 

In view of Jeffers on' s belief that the ideal state 

should be based on the consent and reason of its citizens, 

it is not surprising that he should try to evolve a system 

for promoting the latter. For him education becomes a 

vital activity of the republican state~ a mutual inter­

dependence exists between the two . .Any single schoo l 

which may from time to time supply the legislature of the 

society with new members who are well- principled and well­

informed i s of infinite value to that society. 478 ) Of 

all the bills in which he had a hand when the laws of 

Virginia were revised, he regarded that providing for the 

diffusion of knowledge among the people as the most 

important, for he believed that education is the surest 

foundation for the preservation of freedom and happiness~79 ) 

The idea that education is the best means of defending 

the rights and liberties of the people against encroach­

ments by the s tate i s stressed again and again. In 

Jefferson's words ~ nI always hear with pleasure of instit­

utions for the promotion of knowledge among my countrymen. 

The people of every country are the only safe guardians of 

their own rights, and are the only ins truments which can be 

used for their destruction . And certainly they wou ld never 

consent to be used were they not deceived. To avoid this, 

they should be instructed to a certain degree. I have 

often thought that nothing would do more extensive good 

at small expen GG than the establish,~ent of a small 

477) Jefferson : 

478) Jefferson ~ 

479) Jefferson : 

"1st Annual Message, 8/12/1801." 
( K&P. P . 329. ) 

"To James Madi s on 1 26/7/178 6 . 11 

(Boyd III, P . 507 .) 
11 To Mr Wythe, 13/8/1786 . 11 (K&P. P. 394 .) 
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_circulating library in every county , to cons i s t of a few 

well-chosen books, to be lent to the people of the 

country. " 480 ) 

The people can only guard their liberties if they 

understand the nature of such liberties. They will then 

be able to r ealise what are encroachments upon the se and 

how to maintain their right s . 481 ) Though Jefferson does 

not go too de eply into details as to how thi s is to be done 

he wished "to see the highest de gree s of education given 

to the hi gher degrees of genius , and to all degree s of it, 

s o much as may enable them to read and understand what is 

going on i n the world, and to keep their part of it going 

on right, for nothing can keep it right but their own 

vigilant and di s trus tful superintendenc e ." 482 ) Tyranny 

usually comes s lowl y, s t ep by step, but if the minds of 

t he people are alive such s t eps can be pr evented so that 

t he people wi ll r emain fr ee . 48 3) 

As has been seen, Jefferson was a firm be liever in 

democratic government base d upon the consent of the people 

who must be represented. For this r eason, too, education 

i s of the utmost i mportanc e for it enabl es the people "to 

exercise with intelligenc e their part s in se l f - government.J84 ) 

Only through unders tanding and knowledge will the people 

be able to carry out such mat ters as voting, and, what is 

more, they are more likely to v ote withou t mistakes or 

r eferenc e to prejudice s for educat ion i s the bes t antidote 

to bi gotry and folly. 485 ) 

Though it i s an inherent right of the pe ople, and a 

480) Jefferson: 
481) Jefferson: 
482 ) Jeffers on: 
483 ) J efferson: 

484) Jeffers on~ 
485 ) Jeffe rson : 

"To John Wyche, 19/5/1809 ." (K&P. P. 597.) 
"Autobiography." ( K&P. P. 52.) 
11To Mann Page, 30/8/1795 ." (K&P. P. 534.) 
"Bill f or the more general di ffus ion of 
Knowledge. (Boyd II , P. 526 .) 

"Autobiography ," (K&P . P. 52,) 
"To John Adams , 1/8/1816 ." (K&P. P. 676 .) 
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duty to God, to revolt against tyrannical government, 

Jefferson was really against violence if it could be 

avoided and even in France counselled de la Fayette to 

moderation, favouring evolution to revolution. 486 ) 

Progress and the security of society are contingent on 

the dissemination of knowledge, 487 ) and it is often in 

the interests of the people to preserve peace and order. 488 ) 

"It requires no very high degree of education to convince 

them of this." 489 ) This reason advanced by Jefferson for 

the spread of education seems paradoxical when considered 

in relation to his philosophy of revolution, and is possibly 

one of the "many contradictions, both real and apparent" 

referred to by the historian Beard. 49o) 

This striving for sta bility, however, may perhaps be 

the result of Jefferson's reading of Pl ato's "Republic " for 

the latter also stressed educat ion as the only true way to 

the p e rmanent stability of the state. 491 ) 

To achi eve the necessary degree of universal education 

dictated by his political philosophy, Jefferson evolved a 

system of education, which, in its broad outlines, is 

Rtrongly remini s cent of that put forward b y Plato. In his 

ideal state Plato provide d for three classes, the Guardians, 

the Combatant s and the Producers of Wealth, and a graduated 

scheme of education wa s p rovided f or each . 492 ) While 

Jefferson, with hi s democratic outlook, would obviously 

reject the idea of thre e fixed classes, one of which was to 

be sole ly resp ons ible for g overning, he adap ted the three 

stages of Pla-to's e ducati on a l system to his own thought. 

48 6) Malone, TI.~ "Jefferson and the Rights of Man . " P. 355. 
487) Ibidem. P . 159 . 
488 ) Jeffers on ; 11 To James Ma di s on, 20/ 12/17 87." (K&P. P. 440.) 
489) Loe. Cit. 
490) Op . Cit. P. 415 . 
491) Tiunning , W.A. : ,; Ancient and Mediaeval." P. 31. 
492) Ibidem" Pp . 30-33 . 

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER



-119-

The first stage of educati on was to be provided by 

elementary s choo l s 9 in which reading, writing and arith­

metic were to be taught. 493 ) These schools were to be 

set up in small district s of five or six miles square and 

every person in the district was to be entitled to send 

his children to s chool for three years gratis . 494 ) Those 

who were to receive farther i nstr u ction would receive the 

foundation of their education here , while those who were 
Ll to go no farther would probably bec ome laborers having 
" 

en ough education to qualify them for t heir pursuits and 

dutie s to the state . 495 ) (The f irs t s t age of Jefferson's 

providing for the education of labourers i s similar to that 

of Plato providing for the training of wealth-producers.) 

A "Vis itor" was annually to cho ose the "boy of best genius" 

i n each school and to send him to a Grammar or Genera l 

School. 496) 

The Grammar or Genera l Schools were to constitute the 

second grade of education . 497 ) Here the boys s ent in any 

one year were to be taught Greek , La tin , Geography and t he 

highe r branches of Arithmet ic, 498 ) and, after two years, 

t he best were to be chosen and. educa ted at public expenSe 

for a farther six years . 499) Those who go no far t her 

than the Grammar Schools will have r eceive d enough training 

for publi c life, while those t hat do go farther will have 

be en given a f i rm basi s for future work . 5oo) 

At t he end of s i x years, far ther tests are to be made 

to discover t he bri ght er pupils and they are to be sent to 

a College where they will be al lowed to study a science of 

493) 
494) 
49 5 ) 
496) 
497) 
49 8) 
499 ) 
500) 

Je ffe r son : 
Loe . Cit. 
Jefferson: 
Jefferson: 
Jefferson: 
Jefferson~ 
Loe . Cit. 
Jeffer son~ 

"Note s on Virginia, Query XI V." (K&P. P. 262. ) 

"To Peter Carr, 7/9/181 4 . " (K&P . P. 644 ,) 
"Notes on Vir gi nia, Query XIV."(K&P. P. 262 .) 
11 To Pe t er Carr 9 7/9/1814 . 11 

( K&P . P . 644.) 
nNotes on Virgini a, Query XIV ,"( K&P . P. 262 ,) 

"To Peter Carr , 7/9/1814. 11 (K&P . P. 644 .) 

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
None set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by NWUUSER

NWUUSER
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by NWUUSER



-120-

their own choosing. 5oi) At first Jefferson thought of the 

t h ~rd stage of education as be i ng that given by a College 

and he was thinking spec i f ica lly of William and Mary. 502 ) 

Later he expanded h i s conc eption to include a ll profess ional 

training such a s architecture, theolog y 9 law 9 mi litary and 

naval science and even what we today consider as trades 

such as that of carpenter, machinist, t anner and glass ­

maker. 503 ) 

Jefferson s tressed that such a s cheme of state educa­

tion was directly in the i nterests of the state . Such a 

system of education was co-operation with nature for it 

enabled the s tate to recogni se the diverse t a lents of men 

and to employ them a cc ording to their abiliti es . 504 ) 11 :By 

that part of our p l a n which p rescrib e s the se lection of the 

youths of genius from among the clas s es of the poor, we 

hope to avai l the s tat e of those t a lents which nature has 

sown as liberally among the po or as the rich, but which 

perish without use 9 if not s ought for and cultivated .... . . 

•••••••••••••••• ., ••••••••••••••• • ••••••o••• • • o •••••••••••• 

None i s more important, none more legitimate , t han that of 

rendering the people the safe . as they a r e the ultimate, 

guardians of their own liberty. For this purpose the 

r eading in the fir s t stage, where they will receive their 

whole educ ation 9 i s p ro p osed, as h as been said, to be 

chiefly hi s torica l. History, by apprizing them of the 

past , will enable t hem to judge of the future, it will 

qualify t hem as j udges of the a ctions and designs of men 9 

it will enable t hem t o know ambition under every disguise 

it may assume, and knowi ng it, to defeat it s views ....•... 

501) 
50 2 ) 
503) 
50 4 ) 

Jeffe r son~ 
Loe. Cit. 
Jefferson ~ 
J e ff e rs on ~ 

11 No t es on Vi rginia, Que ry XIV . 11 ( K&P. P. 262 .) 

"To Pe ter Ca rr, 7/9/1 81 4 . 11 (K&P. Pp. 646-648 .) 
11 To David Ritte rhouse , 19/7/ 177 8 . 11 

( Boyd II, P . 203.) 
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Every government d Ggenerates when trusted to the rulers of 

the people a l one . The people themselves are its only safe 

depositories. And to render even them safe 9 their minds 

must be i mproved to a certain degree." 505) 

It must be noted that Jefferson's plan for state aided 

education applied only to bo ys for he explicitly stated~ 

"A p l an of femal e education has never been a subject of 

systematic contempl a tion with me . It has occupied my 

attention so far only as the educ a tion of my own daughters 

occ a sionally required . " 506 ) This stresses the l ink between 

education and the stability of the state ~ in J efferson 's 

day voting by women was as yet not appli ed in America . 

Jeffers on also paid a ttention to the contents of 

educ a tion whi ch should aim 9 as seen above i n the case of 

history, at promoting the republi c an syst em . He even went 

so far as to be li eve that those in charge of the higher 

stages of e ducation should be se l ected only after rigorous 

at t ention was paid to their politica l princip l es so that 

the "vestal flame" of r epublicani sm should be kept a live . 507 ) 

The American youth had to be educ ated in Ameri c a for in 

Europe he would l earn bad habits , a 11 contempt for the 

simplicity of his own country" and a "partia lity for 

aristocracy or monarchy . 11 508 ) The contents of education 

mus t str ess the value of liberty 9 while certain subjects 

which may be valued in Europe must be discarded in America 

if they fall short of this t e st or a r e us e less to the 

American. 509 ) 

Though l e ss att ention was paid by J efferson to the 

505) Jefferson ~ 
506) Jefferson~ 

507) Jefferson ~ 
508) J e fferson~ 
509) Jefferson ~ 

"Notes on Virginia 9 Query XIV ." (K&P. P. 
"To Nathani e l Burwell, 14/3/1818 . n 

(K&P . P. 687 .) 
;'To J ames Madison, 17/2/1826. 11 (K&P. P. 
"To J. Bannis ter, 15/10/1785 ." (K&P. P. 
11 To Dr. Joseph Priestley, 18/1/1800." 

( K&P • P • 5 5 3 • ) 

262 . ) 

7 26.) 
385 .) 
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principle s and methods of educat ion than to the aim and 

contents, those he mentioned seem sound. He especially 

stressed that the sub j e ct s taught · the boy a t any given 

stage should be suited to his mental development : "Instead, 

therefore, of putting the Bi b l e and Testament into the 

hands of c h ildren at an age when their judgement are not 

sufficiently matured for reli gious inquirie s , their 

memories may here b e s tored with the most u seful facts 

from Grecian, Roman , European and American History . The 

first elements of morality too may be instilled into t heir 

minds; such as , when f a rther develop e d as their judgements 

a dvance i n s trength, may teach them how to work out their 

own greatest happ iness . n 5io ) Similarly he realises that 

the child mus t have time which he can devote to amusement 

and that good reading habit s should be encouraged as novels 

are a mere loss of time, 5ll) while a g ood example should 

always be set a child who t hroughout his life learns by 

i mitating others. 512 ) 

In keep i ng with hi s ideals of democracy Jeffers on 

believed that in the third s tag e s t udents should be allowed 

to control their own affairs . 11 We s tudious ly avo i d too 

much government. We treat them as men and g entlemen, under 

the guidance mai n l y of the ir own discretion ." 513 ) In this 

he was to be di sapp ointed for "American student s of the era 

we r e not a well-behaved l ot, and t he s ons of p lanters were 

especia l ly i mpatien t of rule s and re gulations. To t h em 

t he sys tem of s t udent enforc ement smacke d of spying and 

t a lebearing . After a brief perio d of such anarchy that a ll 

the p ro fes s ors t end e r e d t he ir re s i gnat ions , Je fferson him­

self r e luctantly agreea 'that co ercion mu s t be resorted to, 

510) Jeff.ers on ~ "No tes on Virg i nia, Query XIV. 11 (K&P. P. 26 4.) 
511) J e ff ers on~ 11 To Nathaniel Burwell, 1 4/3/1818 . 11 

( K&P • P • 6 8 7 • ) 
512) Jeffers on~" Notes on Virg i n i a, Que r y XVIII. "(K&P. P. 27 8 .) 
513) Jeffe r s on ~ ;' To Ellen Co olidge , 27/8/1825 . 11 (K&P. P. 7 21.) 
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where confidence has been disappointe d. ' Nor was the 

elective system a t first a comple te success . This too was 

something for which the i mmature, raw boys of the time were 

not ready." 514) 

This failure of student self- government at the 

University of Virginia tends to show a possible danger to 

Jefferson's ideal of democracy. Even though a people may 

be educated, if th2ir outlook is not moderate and mature, 

the democratic system may degenerate into anarchy. Yet in 

spite of this, Jefferson's views still se em sound as 

illustra t ed by the h i s tory of democratic countrie s like 

America and Britain . Even at t h e University of Virginia 

Jefferson's views were justifie d when at a later stage 

student self- government was re-introduced with far greater 

success and the Universi t y of Virg inia became the mos t 

liberal college in Americ a before 1850. 515 ) The attempt 

at student self-government, however, may be taken as evidence 

that Jefferson b e lieved that educ a tion should be used to 

teach pupils through experience the practical aspects of 

democracy. 

d) The State and Fre e~om of Speech and Press. 

While he was ambassador of his country to France, 

Jeffers on had the followin g to say concernin g the newly 

drafted American Con s titution: "I will now tell you what 

I do not like. Firs t the omi ssion of a bill of rights, 

providing clearly ......... . . ..... freedom of the press ." 516) 

I n other letters writt 2n during the same period, Jeff erson 

us e d similar words . 517 ) Jefferson stres s ed that freedom 

of spe e ch and of t h e p r e s s s h ou ld be p rotected in a bill of 

514) 
515) 
516) 

517) 

Ea rne s t : Op . Cit. P . 59 . 
Ibi dem. P . 60 . 
Jeff erson ~ "To J ames Madi s on , 20/12/17 87." 

( K&P . P . 4 3 7 • ) 
Jeffers on: 11To Mr. A. Donald, 7/2/17 88 . 11 (K&P . 

"To Franci s Ho:pkinson, 13/3/17 89." 
( K&P . P . 460. ) 

P. 442. ·) 
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rights for nTh ere ar1v ri ght s which it is useles s to 

surrender to the government, and which governments have yet 

always been found to inva de. These are the rights of think­

ing, and publishing our thou ghts by speaking or writing . 11518 ) 

It is clear that he regarded freedom of s p eech and 

freedom of the press as essential to a democratic form of 

government. This he said in so many words in March 1 801, 

"You should understand what I deem the essential principles 

of our g overnment, . . .. . ... the diffusion of i n formation 

and the arraignment of all abu s es at the bar of public 

reason, . . . . . . . . freedom of the press . 11 519 ) 

This stress on pre ss freedom wa s not a mere reaction 

against the abu s e of the Sedition Act by the Federalists, 

for Je f ferson at differen t time s advanced potent reasons 

for it . 

In the Declaration h e had stated that all men are 

born free, and he believed f irmly in hi s p rinciples of 

gove rnment . He was, however, no doctrinaire and s a w that 

others would di sagre e with h i m. If others are e qual with 

him , it i s only logica l and cons istent t h at they s hould 

be allowed their op inions . To J e ffer s on t his was a potent 

argument , and he readily admits the right of e a c h man to 

hold his own v iews ~ 11 Whe n I hear another e xp ress an 

op inion which i s not mine, I s a y to myself, he has a right 

to hi s opinion, as I to mine ; why s hould I ques tion it. 

His error do es me no inju r y . n 5 20 ) He reco gni se d the ri ght 

of eve ry man t o take that side of which hi s cons ci en c e a n d 

opinions a ppr oved in any civil con te s t f or s uch a right is 

essential to the p r eservat ion of liberty. 521 ) 

518 ) Jefferson ; "To Col. Humphr e y s , 1 8/ 3/17 89 . ;' ( K&P . P. 46 6 . ) 
519) Jeffers on ~ "1s t I naugura l Addres s , 4/3/1801 . 11 

( K&P . P . 324.) 
520) Jeffers on ~ "To Thomas Jeffe r s on Rand0lph, 24/11/180 8 . 11 

(K&P. P. 591. ) 
521) J e fferson ~ 11 To Ka therine Sprowl e Douglas, 5/7/17 8 5 . li 

(Boyd XIII, P. 260 . ) 
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It is r ecogni se d t hat men ho ld diffe rent views and 

J efferson i s in compl e t e favour of di v er s ity of opinion 

and thought for he s trongly que s tions sameness of i deas . 

"It i s a s ingular anxi ety which some peo pl e have that we 

should all think alike. Would t he world be more beautiful 

we r e all ou r face s alike, we re our t empers , our talents, 

our t a s t es , our forms , our wi shes, aversions and pursuits 

cas t exactly i n the same mould? If no vari etie s existed 

in the animal , vege t able or miner a l creation, but all move 

strictly unifor m, catholic and orthodox, what a world of 

phys ica l and moral monot ony it wou ld be . " 522 ) 

Yet no mat t er how di verse the views expressed by man 

may be, it i s certa in that the truth will not r emain hidden. 

It mu s t come to l i ght for 11 Truth and r eas on are eternal . 

They have pr evailed . And t hey wi ll eternally prevail , 

however i n t i mes and plac es they may be over borne for a 

while by violence '.I mi li t ar y '.I c ivil or eccles i as tical. 11 52 3) 

And the p eopl e of a demo cracy can di s cern thi s trut h . 

They c an be trus ted to ult i mately di s cover it by t h e us e 

of r eason for man i s a r a tional animal . Of t his Jefferson 

expre s ses no doubt whatsoever, and this is one of h i s most 

potent reasons f or fav ouri ng free dom of opi n ion. Referring 

to the warl i ke prepa r ati ons of t he Federalists agains t the 

Fren ch in 1798 '.I and to the way t h e people were led to 

believe the French their enemies, Jeffer son s t a te d~ 

"Man may be governed by reas on and truth . Our firs t 

ob ject shou ld therefore be, to leave open to hi m all the 

avenues to tru t h . The mos t effectual h i therto found, is 

t he freedom of t he pre ss . It i s , t herefore 9 the first shut 

up by those who fear i nvestiga tion of the ir a ctions . The 

522) Jeffers on : "To Charle s Thomps on , 
( K&P . P . 679 . ) 

523 ) Jefferson: "To Rev. Samue l Kn ox , 
( K&P . P . 599 . ) 

Adams, J . T. : Op . Cit. 28 5 . 524 ) 

29/1/1817. 11 

1 2/2/1810. " 
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f i rmness wi th whi ch the people have withstood t he l a te 

abuses of the press , the discernment they have manifested 

b etwe en truth and falseh ood 9 show that they may safely be 

trusted to hear everything t rue and false, and to form a 

correct judgement between them ..... . ...... . .. . .. .... . . .. . 

•• ooooooo • oo oo •o oooooo ao oo o oo ••oo oo • ee o oo• ••• o •o oeo e o • •• 

I ho ld i t, t herefore , certain, that to open the doors 

of truth, and to fortify the habit of te s ting everything by 

reason, are the most effectual manacles we c an rivet on the 

hands of our successors to prevent their manacling t he 

pe op l e with their own consent. The panic into which they 

were artfully thrown in 1798 , the frenzy which was excited 

i n them by their enemies agai ns t their apparent readiness 

to abandon a ll the princip l es establi shed for their own 

protection 9 seemed for a while to countenance the op i n ions 

of those who say they c annot be trusted with their own 

government . But I never doubted their rall ying, and t hey 

did rall y much sooner than I expecte d . On t he whole, that 

experiment on the i r credulity has confi rmed my confidence 

in their ultimate good sense and virtue ." 525 ) This trust 

in the g ood sense of the peopl e i s echoed again and again 

by Jefferson . As early as 17 87 he wrote ~ 11 I am persuaded 

mys elf that the g ood s ense of the peopl e will always be 

found to be the best a r my . They may be led astray for a 

moment, but will soon cor r e ct thems elves . " 526 ) 

As a liberal, freedom-loving man, Jefferson, as we 

have seen, r egar ded every-one as be i ng entit le d to h i s 

own viewpo i nt. The onl y v i e wpo i nt which he was prepared 

to regard as essentially wrong, was that which was founded 

i n i gnorance and prejudice . For i gnorance and b i gotry he 

525) J efferson ~ 

526) J effe r son ~ 

11 To Judge John Tyler , 28/6/1 804 . 11 

( K&P . P . 57 6 . ) 
;,To Col. Edward Carringt on, 16/1/1787 ." 

( K&P . P . 411 . ) 
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had but two c u res, n amGly educat ion and free discussion . 527 ) 

Only through free di s cus s ion and f r e e publicati on of 

ideas c an the bigot hear and re a d the op inions of others 

and so grow less pre judiced. 

As an ex p onent of the r epresentative system, Jefferson 

reali s ed that it was based on the cons ent of the governed 

who have to keep a check upon their g overnors . To safe­

guard t he system, and the liberty of the peop l e , it is 

most essentia l tha t the pe ople obtain a ll viewpoints 

t h rough the channel of the publi c press which should be 

available to all, for, as the basi s of repre s entative 

government i s the op inion of the people, the p eop le must 

have the right and the opportunity to form it s op inion . 5 28 ) 

Jefferson's a r gument s in f a vour of freedom of speec h 

and of the press a r e t hus s trong , but he even go e s farther 

i n an a ttack upon the idea of censorship . 11 Are we to have 

a cens or whose i mprimatur shall say what books may b e sold, 

and what we may buy? .. . . . . . . .. . Whos e foot is to be the 

me asure to which ours are a ll to b e cut or s tretch ed? . . .. .• 

Shall a layman, s i mple a s ourselve s, s et u p h i s rea son as 

t h e rule s for what we are t o read? •. ... . . .. It i s an 

insu lt to our citizens t o question whether they a re 

rationa l beings or not ." 529 ) The view i s s trong tha t no 

man can i nfallib l y lay down what the t hought s of others 

should b e , and s o a ll idea of cens orsh i p i s wrong. The 

p eop le who are creature s of reas on, and only t h e p eople, 

should decide what they shou ld r e ad and no -one should 

p erform thi s duty fo r them. 

Tha t complete f ree dom of the pres s has it s dangers, 

527) Jefferson ~ 
5 28) J e fferson~ 

529 ) Jefferson ~ 

HT o John Adams, 
"To Col . Edward 

( K&P . P . 411 . ) 
11 To Mons ieur N. 

( K&P . P . 6 3 6 • ) 

1/8/1 81 6 . 11 

Ca rrington, 
( K&P . P. 67 6 . ) 
1 6/1/1787. " 

Du.fief, 1 9/4/1814." 
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however 9 is reco gni s ed. The se dan gers are ch i efl y tho s e of 

licentiousness in atta cking with ou t limit s of decency tho s e 

who di sagr e e ; and such licentiousne s s can sap t h e safety 

of the pres s and less en it s us efulness . 53o) I n 1802 

Jefferson had been the victim of s currilous a ttacks by 

certa in pamphleteers but h e took n o action agains t the 

libels . 531 ) It wa s on l y i n 180 5 t hat he expre ss ed re gret 

at not having done so according to t he l aws of libel and 

falseho od for h e had been preven ted by t h e pr essur e of 

public bus iness . 532 ) It sc ems 9 t hu s 9 t hat t h ough 

Jeff erson reali s ed the importanc e of t h e pr ess i n t he 

democratic r epresentative oys t em 9 he a l ways kept the right s 

of the indivi du a l i n mind . I t woul d have been a definite 

viola tion of such indi v i dual r i ghts if l i be l and fal s eh ood 

were to be a llowed t o t he pr ess without regar d of their 

e f fec ts up on t h e i ndividual . Farthermore 9 pr ess f r e edom 

s hould not be abu s ed s o as t o l oad t o public di s order an d 

here t oo there must be a che ck upon what a paper print s . 533 ) 

Fre edom of t h e pr ess i s thu s no t abso l u t e i n J efferson ' s 

thought ; it i s t o be prevent ed fr om f a l se at t acks upon the 

individual and from caus i ng public di sorder. Ev en t h ough 

these limits a re i mposed 9 Jeffer s on c ontinually re-ite rate dg 

"I am for .. .. . . . fre ed om of t he pr ess 9 and agai ns t all 

viola tions of t he Constitution to s ilence by fo rc e and n ot 

by reason the c ompl a i n t s or critici sm 9 j us t or un jus t 9 of 

our citi zens agains t the c onduct of t he i r agen ts . 11 534 ) 

This was bec ause ev en t he a tta cks upon i ndividual s 

r esulting f rom freedom of the pre s s 9 are part a par t of 

t h e price that has t o be pa i d fo r l i bert y and press f r eedom 

530) Jeffer son: 11 2nd I naugura l Addr es s 9 4/3/1805 . :r 
( K&P • P • 3 4 3 • ) 

531) Adams 9 J.T . : Op . Cit. P . 31 4 . 
532) Jeffe r s on ~ " 2nd I naugural Addr ess 9 4/3/ 1805 . 11 

( K&P • P • 3 4 3 , ) 
533) Jeff erson~ 11 To Mons i eur St. Etiennc 9 3/6/17 89 . " 

( K&P . P . 469 . ) 
534) J effers on : "To El bri dge Gerry 9 26/1/ 17 89 . " (K&P . P. 545 . ) 
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canno t be limited t o any great extent without t he danger of 

losing liberty . 535 ) In 17 86 ,Jeff erson's fri end John J ay 

had be en a t tacked in the newspapers by a certa in Littlepage 9 

and 9 a lthough he sympathised with Jay 9 he s tress ed that if 

t here was to be l i berty such abuse of freedom of the press 

mus t be allowed. 53 6 ) 

e ) Tho Sta te and geligion . 

It was perhaps i nevi t ab l e t hat 9 having a great 

belief i n t he i mportanc e of fr eedom of spee ch and of the 

pr ess , J efferson shoul d t ake as f irm a s t and i n f avour of 

fre e dom of religion . Thi s was not due, as many of h i s 

opponents believed and s tated 9 to the poss ibility that he 

believed i n no God whatsoever . 537) 

On t he contrar y 9 Jefferson was a firm believer in t he 

exi s tence of God 9 f or 9 as he h i mse l f stated 9 ilWhen we t ake 

a vi ew of the u11iverse 1 in it s part s 9 general or particu l ar, 

it i s i mposs i bl e for the human mi nd not t o perc eive and 

fe el a conviction of des i gn 9 consummate skill, and 

indefinite power i n every atom of it s compos ition . The 

movements of the heavenl y bodies , s o exactly he l d in t heir 

course by the balan c e of c entrifugal or centripetal 

forc es; t he s tructure of our earth itself, with its 

di s tribution of lands, wate r s and atmosphere; animal and 

vegetabl e bodies, exami ned i n a ll thei r mi nutest particle s ; 

insect s , me r e a t oms of life, ye t as perfectly organi sed as 

man or mammot h ; the mineral subs tances, their generation 

an d uses ; it i s i mpossibl e 9 I say 9 for the human mind not 

to beli ev e , t hat ther e i s i n all thi s 9 dGs i gn , caus e and 

effect, up t o an ultimate cause 9 a Fabrica tor of all t h i ngs 

535) J effer s on ~ 
536) J effersong 

537) J effer s on g 

11 To John J ay 9 25/1/1786 . n (Boyd I X, P . 21 5 .) 
11 To J ames Curr io 9 28/1/17 86 . " 

( Boyd I X, P . 239 .) 
;
1To Dr . Benjamin Rush, 23/9/1800 . " 
( K&P • P • 5 5 8 • ) 
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from matter and motion, their Preserve r and Re gulator 

whi le permitted to exist in thGir present forms 9 and 

their re generation into new and othGr forms . 11 538 ) 

This belief to him was not one of blind superstition 9 

but was to be based upon thought and invest i gation 9 with 

the re sult that he cons istently refused to be sponsor for 

a child at a Chri s tening 9 as he believed that comprehen­

s ion must precede belief
9 

and he could no t reconcil e the 

ideas of Unity and Trinity. 539 ) Religion 9 for Jefferson 9 

had to be based on r Gason 9 with ou t which it would become 

baseless, and so he was wi lling to question the existence 

of a God and the truths of the Bi ble . 54o) Only a stat e­

ment in the Bible that was reasonable was to be retained . 

"Those f acts in the Bi ble which contradict the laws 

of nature 9 must be examined with more ca r e , and under a 

variety of faces. Here you must recur to the pretensions 

of the writer to inspira tion from God . Examine upon what 

evidence his pretensions are founded, and whether that 

evidence is so s trong 9 as that to fals ehood would be more 

i mprobable than a change in the l aws of natur e 9 i n the 

case he rGlate s . For exan1pl e 9 in the book of J oshua 9 we 

are t old 9 the sun s tood s til l several hours . Were we to 

read that fact i n Livy or Tacitus 9 we should class it 

with their showers of blo od 9 speaking of s t a tues 9 beasts, 

etc. But it is said 9 that the writer of that book was 

inspired . Examine, t h~r fore, candidly, what evi denc e there 

is of hi s having becm j_nspired . 541 ) 

As to the Chri s tian religion 9 J efferson r egarded it 

a s t he most subli me and benevol0nt, but at the same time 

538 ) J efferson: 
539) Jeffe rson : 

540) Jefferson ~ 
541) Loe . Cit. 

"To John Adams 9 11/4/1823 . " (K&P . P . 705.) 
11 To J .P . P . Deri eux 9 25/7/1788 . 11 

( Boyd XIII 9 P . 418 .) 
11 To Peter Carr 9 10/ 8/1787 . 11 ( K&P . P . 431.) 
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as the most pervert ed system of philo s ophy that ever shone 

on man . 542) Hi s enquiring mi nd rejec t ed at the outset 

su ch part s of the Chri s tian r el i gion as t he Ho l y Trinity 

for he t en ded towards Unitari ani sm . Hi s v i ew on that 

was that "No h i s toric a l fact i s be tter establi shed, than 

that the doc trine of one God , pure and uncomp ounded, was 

t hat of the early ages of Chri s ti anity ; and was among t he 

efficacious doctri nes which gav G it triw11ph ovGr t he 

po lythGism of t hG anci ents, s ickene d with thG absurditie s 

of t hGir own theo logy . Nor was the Unity of the Supreme 

Be i ng ous ted f rom thG Chri s tian Creed by the f orc e of 

reason, but by tho sword of civil govGrnment . 11 543 ) 

One branch of the Chri s tian Religion a t l eas t was 

lo oked upon wi th di sfavour by Jefferson. He di s liked all 

the doctrines of Ca lvin for h o rGgarded Calvin ' s idea of 

God as compl etely f a l s e . 544 ) Hi s views wer e that God was 

t he "Creator and Benevo l ent Governor of the worldn and 

t hat Ca lvin ' s God was a ;,daemon of malignant spirit . 11 545 ) 

It would be better to beli eve in n o God a t a ll , than to 

blaspheme Him by the a trocious at tributes of Ca l vin, 546) 

for he regard ed Calvin as an " impi ous dogmatist. 11 547 ) He 

was especiall y hostile to the Presbyterians whom he 

regar ded as be i ng too into l er ant in r eligion and politics 

and a che ck upon all pro gres s and s ci enc e . 548 ) 

Yet in spi te of h i s hostility to the Ca l v i n i s tic 

creeds , J efferson was willing to ext end toleration to i ts 

beli evGrs and to th~ beli evers of any other r eligion. I n 

542 ) Jeffer son : 

543 ) Jefferson : 
544) J efferson ~ 
545) Loe. Ci t . 
546) Loe . Ci t . 
547) Jefferson : 

548) J efferson : 

nTo Dr . Jos o1 h Pri Gstloy , 21/3/1801. 11 

( K&P . P . 5 6 2 . ) 
nTo J ames Smith, 8/12/182 2." (K&P. P. 703 .) 
11 To John Adams , 11/4/1823." (K&P . P . 705.) 

"To Dr. Benj amin ·wat erhouse 9 26/ 6/1822. a 

(Foner, P . 775.) 
11 To Dr. Thomas Cooper, 13/3/1820 . 11 

( K&P . P . 697 . ) 
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his critici sm of the American Cons titution he s tated 

quite clearly, " I will n ow t ell you vvhat I do not like. 

Firs t, the omi ss ion of a bill of rights 9 providing clearly , 

and withou t the a id of s ophi sm, for freedom of religion . 11549 ) 

In other private l etter s he re iterated the need for a bill 

of rights providing fr ee dom or r cligion 9 
55o) and on public 

occ asions he stat ed religious freed om to be one of the 

essentia l principl es of a government wanting peace, liberty 

and saf e ty. 551 ) In the draft s of treaties he drew up as 

Ambassador i n Europe , he a l so proposed clauses providing 

for freedom of r eligion . 552) La ck of r eli gious freed om 

to J efferson was a mere vassal age of the human mind by 

t he priests. 553) 

Though he advanc ed many r easons f or fav ouring 

religious freed om, the direct cause of h i s effort s in 

Virginia was tha t the adherent s of the established 

Anglican Church in Virgi ni a were in the minority 9 
554 ) 

which to his mi nd was unfair and undemocrati c . He clearly 

states numerous reasons for advocating reli gious freedom: 

"Whereas Almi ght y God hath creat ed the mind free ; that 

al l attempt s to influence it by tempora l puni shments or 

burthens 9 or by c i vil incapacita tions, t end only to beget 

habits of hypocrisy and meanness 9 and ar e a departure 

from t he pl an of t he Holy Author of our r e ligion 9 who 

be i ng Lord both of body and mi nd 9 yet chos e n ot to 

propagat e it by co ercions or either , a s was in Hi s 

Almighty power t o do ; t hat the i mpious presumption of 

l egislat ors an d rul ers 9 civil as well as ecclesias tic al, 

549 ) J efferson : 
550 ) Jefferson ~ 

551) J e f fe rson ~ 

552 ) Jeffer son~ 

55 3) Je fferson : 

,;T o J ames r1adi s on 9 20/12/17 87." (K&P . P . 437 .) 
';To Mr . A. Donald 9 7/2/17 88 . " (K&P . P . 442 .) 
"To Col . Car r i ngton 9 27/5/1788 . 11 (K&P. P . 447.) 
11 To Franci s Ho~ki nson 9 1 3/3/17 89 . 11 

( K&P • P • 4 5 9 . ) 
11 1 s t Inaugural Address 9 4/3/1801 . " 

( K&P • P • 3 2 4 • ) 
"Draft of a Mode l Trea t y with the Ki ng of 

Denmark and Norway . (Boyd VII 9 P . 482 .) 
11 To J ames Ma di son, 16/12/17 86 ." (Boyd X, 

P . 60 3 . ) 
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who being themselve s but fallible and uninspired men, 

have assumed dominion over the faith of others, setting 

up their ovm opi n ions and mo des of t hinking as the only 

true and infallible 9 and as such endeavouring to i mpos e 

them on others, hath e stabli she d and maintained false 

religions over the grea te s t part of the world . " 555) 

In the Statute he s t a te s that he regards liberty of 

conscience as a nat u r al right o 556 ) Thus government can 

have no control over it for on entering i nto soci ety man 

never submitted the rights or cons cience which are matters 

solely between hi m and hi s God. 557 ) Bec ause religion i s 

a concern solely between God and the individual, the 

individual i s accountable solely to God . 558 ) Man thus 

owes no a ccount to any other f or his faith and t hus the 

legislative powers of governmen t , which should reach 

actions only, cannot in any way touch opinions. 559 ) 

11 The legitimate p owers of government ext end to such 

act s only as are injurious to ot he r s . But it does me no 

injury for my nei ghbou r to say there are twenty gods, or 

no God . It neither picks my pocket no r breaks my l eg .... 

••••o•• ci • ■ oo co o o• • •• o • • ••• <> •••• ■ o o o ■ o• •• ••••••••• o ■ oo ■■■ o 

Constraint may make h i m worse by maki ng him a hypocrite , 

but it will never make h i m a truer man . It may fix hi m 

obstinately i n hi s errors, but will not cure them. 

Reas on and f ree inquiry are the only effectual agents 

against error. Gi v e a lo ose t o them, t hey will support 

the true rel i gion by bri ngi ng ev ery false one to their 

tribuna l, to the test of their i nve s tigation . They are 

, ---
554) Jeff erson ~ 

555 ) Jeff ers on : 
55 6 ) Loe. Cit. 
557) Jefferson : 
558 ) Jefferson: 

559) Je f fer son~ 

"Note s on Virgi nia 9 Query XVII . " 
( K&F • P . 27 4 . ) • 

"Vi rgini a Statute of Relig i ous Free dom, 17 86 . 11 

11 No te s 0:::1 Virginia , Query XVII . 11 

nTo Mr s . Samuel Harri son Smith, 6/8/181 6 . 11 

( Fon er, P . 7 5 2 . ) 
"To The Danbury Baptist Ass ocia tion of 
Connec ticut, 1/1/180 2 ." (K&P. F . 332.) 
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the natural enemies of error . .. .. . . . ....... .. .. .. . . ... .. . . 

Truth can stand by itself. Subjec t opinion t o c oercion ~ 

whom will you ma:ce your inquisitors? Falli ble men ~ men 

governed by bad passi ons, by p rivate as well as public 

reasons. And why subject it to coercion? To p rodu ce 

uniformity. But i s uniformity of opinion desireable? 

No more than of fac e and s t ature . Introduce the bed of 

Procrustes then, and as there is danger that the large 

men may b eat the small, make us al l of a s i ze , by lopp i ng 

the former and stretching the latter . Difference of 

op inion is advantageous in religion . The several s ect s 

pe r form the office of a c ensor mo r um over such other. 

Is uniformity attainable? Mill ions of i nnocent men , 

women , and chi ldren 9 since t he introduc tion of Christianity, 

have b e en burnt, tortured 9 f i ned, i mprisoned, y et we 

have not advanc ed one inch towards uni formity ." 560 ) 

Jefferson was thus a strong advo c ate of f r eedom of 

reli g i on and was a gainst all attempts to bring about a 

legal a s cendancy of one se ct over another . 561 ) As long 

as a re l i g i on makes honest men , society has no ri ght to 

interfere. 562 ) There mu s t be a complete waJ.l of 

separation between Church and Stat e . 563 ) 

Yet the completeness of the wall of s eparat ion i s 

far from absolute . The state has the right to interfere 

in the individuals belief for, t hough religious faith 

shou ld b e unpunished, thi s does not give immunity to 

criminal a ct s aris i ng from religious error . 56 4 ) "It is 

time enough f or 

560 ~ Jefferson : 
561 Jeffers on~ 

562) Jefferson ~ 
5 63 ) Jefferson ~ 

564) Jefferson : 

the rightful purposes of civil government, 

''Notes on Virg inia, Query XVII ." 
"To Elbridge Gerryj 26/1/1799 . " 

( K&P . P . 5 4 5 . ) 
"To James Smith , 8/12/1822 . 11 ( K&P . P . 703.) 
11 To The Danbury Baptist Assoc i ation of 
Connecticut, 1/1/1802." (K&P. P . 332 . ) 

" To James Madison, 31/7 /1788 ." 
( K&P . P . 4 51 . ) 
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for its of f ic e r s to i n t e r f e r e ~hen p r i nc i p l es br eak out 

i n to overt a ct s a gai ns t p eac e and g oc d or der. 11 565 ) 

J e f f ers on's vi ews on r e lig i on were t hu s t hat it i s 

a :1ri v a t e nat te r fo r t h e i n di v i dual v,hos e r e a son s h ould 

l ead h i m t o t :1e c orre ct be l i e f s . Be c ause of its p r i vac y , 

t h e s t a t e has a b s olu t e l y n o r i gh t t o i n t erfe r e with any 

s e c t unl2s s t h e p r a c tic e of i t s doc t rine s shou ld l ead to 

di s order . 

f) The Role of Political Partie s i n the State. 

As is the c ase in Jeffers on ' s v iews on the best type 

of pe ople for a sta te, so t oo his op i nions on the part 

to be played by p olitica l part i es s e em incons i s t ent. His 

ea~ly views against p olitica l partie s do no t se em to 

square either wi t h his l a ter views or with h i s p os ition 

as leader of a party . Thi s i ncons i s tency seems a l so , as 

i s the c ase with his i deal people, to b e the result of 

t he development of hi s exp eri ence and knowledge. 

On h i s return from Franc e in 1789 he was definitely 

agai ns t both par t ies and the identification of himself 

wi t h any p oli t ical group . Hi s view then was , "I never 

submitt e d t he who l e s ystem of my opinions t o the creed of 

any part y of men whatever, i n reli gion, i n philos ophy , 

in politic s or i n anyth i ng e lse, wher e I was capable 

of thinking for myself . Such an addiction , i s the last 

de gradation of a fr ee and moral agent. If I c ould no t 

go to heaven but with a party , I would n ot g o there a t 

all. " 566) 

As Secretary of St ate J effer s on col l ided with 

Hamilton over the que s ti ons of assumption , t he establish­

ment of the n a tional bank and other fisc a l policies. 

--- - ------- - -- - - ---
565) Jefferson ~ "Virginia Stat ute of Reli g iou s Freedom." 
566) Jefferson ~ 11 To Franci s Ho~kins on , 13/ 3/ 1789 ." 

( K&P • P • 4 5 9 • ) 
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Even at thi s stage he expressed sorrow at the dissens ion 

ari s ing in the government and regarde d it as caused by 

what he viewed as Hami lton ' s attempts to interfere in h is 

department and to set himself up as a k i nd of pri me 

minister. 567 ) 

The split which was arising between the followers of 

Jefferson on the one hand and those of Hamilton on the 

other over ec onomic matters was soon to be worsened by 

their divergent views on fore ign affairs . Hami lton's 

leani ng i n f avour of the :Cnglish as against t he French 

c aused J effers on to re gard h i m and h i s followers as an 

"Anglican monarchi al aristocra t i ca l party" whose aim was 

to imp ose on America the English monarch\ al s ystem. 568 ) 

Yet even after the dissension caused by the 

application of the Sedition Act and the definite emer genc e 

of J effer son as leader of the Republi cans, he was able at 

h i s inauguration to refer lig:itly to the di vis i ons that 

had ari sen . 569 ) His address at tha t c eremony obviously 

a i med at placat ing fe ars which mi ght have arisen as a 

result of h i s presidential victory and was one of c om­

promise ; "We have called by di fferent names brethren of 

the same pri nciple. We are a ll republicans - we are a l l 

federali sts . " 57o) In the same mont h he farther expressed 

both a hope that harmony would be restored among all the 

sections of the population and a wi llingness to sacrifice 

everyt h i ng except h i s princ i p le s to achi eve this end . 571 ) 

It i s clear that J eff erson was begi nning to recognise 

------------------- --- -- - - ---- - -
567) Jefferson g 

568 ) Jefferson ~ 

Jefferson g 

Loe. Cit . 

11 To President Washi ngton, 9/9/1792 ." 
( K&P • P • 51 7 . ) 

11 To Phillip Mazzei, 24/4/179 6 ." 
( K&P • P • 5 3 7 • ) 

"1st Inaugural Address, 1/3/1801 . 11 

( K&P • P • 3 2 2 • ) 
569) 

570) 
571) Jefferson : "To Samuel Adams, 29/3/1801. ll 

( K&P • P • 5 6 3 . ) 
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the inevitability of political parties in any state where 

differenc e s of principle aro s e but a t the s ame time h e 

saw the dangers of dissensi on . "If we break into squads 9 

every one pur s uing the pat h he thinks most direct 9 we 

become an easy conque s t to those who c an now barely hold 

us in chec k . I rep eat a gai n 9 that we ought not to 

schizmatize on eith er men or measure s . Princ i p l es alone 

c an j us tify tha t. If we find ou r g overnment i n all its 

branche s rushing he a dlong 9 like our predece s sors 9 into 

the arms of monarchy 9 ••••• 0 0 e • Ill • • • • 0 • 0 0 • • • • 0 • • 0 • 0 •• 0 • 0 0 • 

e a.o c, a oo ooo •oooo o o ooo oo oo• • o• o oo o o o eo ooo e o e o o o ooeoooo o o oo o 

then inde e d let us withdr aw and c a ll the nation t o its 

tents . " 57 2 ) 

Though he thus recognise d the danger of the dissension 

of parties 9 Jeffers on was to become a believer not on ly in 

t h eir inevitibility but also i n their necessity . He was 

later to state that partie s shou ld not be amalgaJnated a s 

t h ey are b oth desireable and useful. 573 ) Thou gh p olitical 

difference s should not disturb t h e friendships of s ocial 

life 9 partie s a re the best cens or s of the c ondu ct of each 

other and the most useful watchmen over a c t s of the 

g overnment on b ehalf of t h e p eople . 574 ) The p olitical 

party thus p l ays an i mportant role in ensuring b oth good 

government and the ri ghts of the indi vidual . 

Jefferson wa s late r t o r eview b i s conception of the 

parties that had a r i sen i n America. For h i m the two 

parties 9 Fe der ali st s a n d Re publicans 9 had arisen through 

difference s i n principle 9 _name l y the relative values of 

monarchical and republican g over nment. 57 5 ) He 9 of cou r s e 9 

57 2 ) Jeffers on ~ 11 To Col. W. Duane, 28/3/1811 . 11 (K&P . P . 613 . ) 
573) Jefferson ~ "To Henry Lee 9 10/8/1 824 . " ( K&P . P. 7 1 4 . ) 
574) Loe . Cit. 
575) Jeffer s on ~ 11 The Arias . 1

; (K&P . P . 117 . ) 
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favoured a republican form of government and viewed Hamilton 

and the Federalists as being monarchical. At the con­

clusion of the American War of Independence, some army 

officers 9 Generals Steuben and Knox, had tried to persuade 

Washington to assume the crown of America, 576 ) while at 

Philadelphia Hamilton, in his proposals that the tenure of 

the Executive and one part of the Legislature be for life, 

seemed to Jefferson to be strongly in favour of the English 

monarchical system. 577) The final proof of the Federalist 

yearning for a monarchy was the proposal of a toast to the 

President and King George the Third at the St . Andrew's 

Club of New York; here "Hamilton started up on his feet, 

and insisted on a bumper and three cheers." 578 ) It is 

clear that Jefferson regarded American party divisions as 

being solely political in origin ; economic and social 

factors he largely discounted . He made this very clear, 

"I sincerely wish our differences were but pers onally who 

should govern, and that the principles of our constitution 

were those of both parties. Unfortunately, it is other­

wise ; and the question of preference between monarchy and 

republicanism ••.....•.............. threatens a permanent 

division here." 579 ) 

Though these views were to an extent true when applied 

to the ori gin of the American party system 9 where but two 

great parties arose ; they are not true at all times nor 

at all places. The modern history of France alone can be 

mentioned in support of this. Yet Jefferson gave what he 

considered the essential difference between parties a 

universal application. 

576) 
577l 578 
579 

"Men have differed in opinion, and have been divided 

Loe. Cit. 
Loe. Cit. 
Loe. Cit. 
Jefferson ~ "To John Mellish, 13/1/1813." (K&P. P.620.) 
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into parties by these opinions 9 from the first origin of 

societies, and in all governments where they have been 

permitted freely to t hink and to speak. The same political 

parties which now agitate the United States, have existed 

through all time. Whether the power of the people or 

that of the arist oi should prevail, were questi ons which 

kept the states of Greece and Rome in eternal convulsions, 

as they now schismatize every people whose minds and 

mouths are not shut up by the gag of a despot." 580 ) 

This view of the party system universally applied is 

stressed again and again by Jefferson. 581 ) He explains 

farther that men are "naturally divided into t wo parties: 

1) Those who fear and distrust the people, and wish to 

draw all powers from them into the hands of the hi ghe r 

classes. 2) Those who identify themselves with the people, 

have confidence in them, cherish and consider them as the 

most safe and honest, although not the mos t wis e de pository 

of the public interest s . .. o •••••••••• o ••••• ••• ••••••••••••• 

••••••• •••••••••• • o o o • •• • oo • o ••• •• ••• • • • o ooo o • • • . ............. ••• 

Call them , therefore, Libera ls and Serviles, Jacobins and 

Ultras, Whigs and Tories, Republicans and Federalists, 

Aristocrats and Democrats 9 or by whatever name you please 9 

they are the same parties still, and pursue the same 

ob j ect. The last appelation of Aristocrats and Democrats 
582) is the true one expressing the essence of all." 

Though not compl e t e l y true, t hese views of Jefferson 

doubtlessly wore the re sults of his own experiAn.ces. In 

America he had seen the growing hostility of most Americans 

to the policies of George III's Parliament, here was 

evidence of a split between republican and monarchical aims. 

580) J efferson : •1To John Adams 9 27/6/1813. 11 (K&P. P. 627.) 
581) J efferson : "To t he Marquis de Lafayettc 9 4/11/1823." 

( K&P • P • 712 • ) 
582 ) Jeffers on ~ nTo Henry Lee, 10/8/18 24 . 1: (K&P. P. 714.) 
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This split was evident even after the war a t Philadelphi a 

and was continued in the policies and differences between 

himself and Hamilton. The only other country of which he 

had real first-hand experience was France where he had 

been American Ambassador immediately a fter the Revolution 

in America and immedia tely prior to that in France. 

During his time the people of democratic and those of 

autocratic views had started to take opposing sides. It 

is thus not to be wondered that his views on the differences 

between political parties were what they were . If con­

sidered from the view of experience, the s e i deas were 

inevitable. Professor Adam's statement that his ex­

periences in France deepened and int ens ified tho views he 

already held 583 ) are possi~ly true in t his respect; 

though those experiences may have been one of t he roots of 

his political thought in this particular i ns tance . 

It must be stressed, however, that however- faulty 

his conception of political parties mi ght have been, they 

occupied a key position i n hi s democr a tic s yst em " As 

they are made up of the peopl e they serve the purpose of 

a watchdog over the gover nment for the prot ection of the 

people's rights. Thus he came to r eco gni s e that parties 

must and inevitabl y shall exist . 

g) Jefferson's Insis~ence ~12..9.P Popular:_ Sov~~e i gn~ . 

Calvin's philosophy wa s that God , the Creator of all, 

was the only absolute a s far a s power i s concerned. 584 ) 

To this extent , Jefferson follows the tea ching of Calvi n 

and regards God as the Lord both of body and mind 585 ) 

and the Supreme Judge of the World. 586 ) 

583) 
584) 
585) 
586) 

Op. Cit . P. 174. 
du Plessis, L.J.: Op . Cit. P . 65. 
Jefferson : "Act for Religious Freedom." (K&P. 
Jefferson: ;'Declaration of Independence." 

( K&P . P . 27 . ) 

P. 311. ) 
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When man was created into t he state of nature 9 

however, he r eceived the ri ght of self-government which 

he could exercise as he alone saw fit as part of the Law 

of Nature. 587 ) The only restriction on man's power 

seems to have been the code of morals which was implanted 

in his nature. 588 ) 

After man entered into the State of Society, he gave 

up, as a result of tho compact, his powers to the society. 

The people who constituted the society were from then on 

the only source of all authority in that society. 589 ) 

In any society, 1;The whole body of the Nation is the 

sovereign legi s lative, judicial and executive power for 

itself . " 59o ) To exercise the s overeign power on behalf 

of the society, however, the peopl e appoint special 

organs. 591 ) It seems as if Jefferson's v iew is that 

sovereignty now belongs to the organs which have been 

appointed for he regards their acts as being obligatory 

to the people . 592 ) Farthe r more, he speaks of the sovereign 

power r ev ert i ng back to the people only after the organs 

have cease d to be. 593) 

It also seems as if that in any state sovereignty 

consists of the exercise of the legislative , executive 

and judicial powers . 594 ) If this is so, then it follows 

that a government under which the l egislative, executive 

and judicial powers a r e concentrated into the same hands 

587) Jefferson ~ 

588 ) Jefferson ~ 

589 ) Jefferson g 

590) Jefferson: 

591) Loe. Cit. 
592) Jefferson: 

593) Jefferson : 
594) Jefferson : 

"To Ro ger Weight man, 24/6/1826 . " 
( K&P . P . 7 29 . ) 

11 To The General Ass embly of North Caroline, 
10/1/1808 ." (K&P . P. 345.) 

"Opinion on Renunciat ion of French Treaties, 
28/4/1793." (Foner, P . 31 .) 

"To Edmund Rando l ph, 18/8/1799." 
(K&P . P. 550.) 

"Opinion on Renunciat ion of French Treaties , 
28/4/179 3. " ( Foner, P . 31. ) 

"Summary View, 1774. 11 (K&P . P. 307 o) 
"To Edmund Randolph, 18/ 8/1799. i ; 

(K&P. P. 550 . ) 
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i s the sovereign fo r that particular s ocie ty . Though 

Jeffe r son rega rded such a system as despotism9 
59 5 ) it 

se ems to follow logically that t he despot, whether he be 

c all ed a king, a tyrant, or a n y othe r name , mu s t be the 

sovere i gn . Lo gically, i f a s oci e t y h a s entrusted it s 

l egislative, executive and judicia l p owers into the hands 

of a s ing l e man , t hat man i n Jefferson ' s view must be the 

soverei gn. 

This, h owever, in an apparent incons i s tency in 

Jefferson's philosophy f or sove r e i gnty be longs s ole l y a n d 

always to the pe op l e of the society. When the pe op l e lo se 

faith in t he ir agents, they have the per pe t ual right to 

change t hem or t heir organi sat i on i f they see fit. 596 ) 

I f the agents of t he people a r e but a s ing l e man , h e i s 

obviously also unde r the pe ople in exact l y the same way . 

Thi s vi ew t hat the pe op l e a r e s overe ign even under a 

mona rchy i s b orne ou t again and again by J e fferson ' s 

a ttitude to revolution . Roserve d to the peopl e , for such 

extreme cases, i s the " exert i on of t hose sacred and 

sove reign right s of puni shment." 597 ) "Rebellion to 

t yrant s, i s Obedience to God , ,; 59 8 ) Who i s the only 

abs olut ~ Power but 'iH10 gr a nted the ri ght of self- govern­

ment t o man as part of the Law of Natur e . 599 ) 

Tha t J efferson re garded the pe op l e of a s ociety as 

a l ways being s overe ign i s also shown by h is a ttitude to 

l aws. It is the will of tho p eo p l e that makes a ll laws 

obligatory and l aws remain i n forc e only t ill they are 

c h ang ed by the pe op lG . 600) 

595 ) Jeff e r son ; "Notes on Virginia, Que r y XIII." 
( K&P . P . 2 37 . ) 

59 6) J eff e r son ~ "Op inion on Renunciat i on of French Trea ties, 
28/4/1793. 11 (Foner, P. 31 .) 

597 ) Jefferson ~ 11 Summar y Viovv, 1774 . " (K&P . P. 307 . ) 
598 ) J eff erson ~ "Report on Seal f or the Uni te d St a t es, 1776." 

( Boyd I , F . 497 .) 
599 ) J eff e r son~ 11 To Roger We i gh tman , 24/6/1 8 26 ."( K&P. P. 729 .) 
600) J efferson ~ 11 To Edmund Randolph, 1 8/8/ 1799.: ' (K&P . P . 550.) 
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Hi s atti t ude to constitu tions a lso illus trates 

Jeffer son' s belief in popular s overeignty. Each generation 

is its own master , c an govern i t s elf as it see s fit and so 

h t h . ht t d t h · t t·t t· 60l) as e ri g o a op or c ange i s cons i u ion. 

Similarly t he powers of t he government must never be 

enlarged by a wide constructi on of the cons titution , but 

any increase i n power f or a governmenta l body must be 

approv ed by the nation . 60 2 ) 

As Jeff erson a dapte d t he Contract Theory of the 

St a t e from John Locke and not fr om Hobbes , so too did he 

a dopt the idea of popul a r s over e i gnty. For hi s times and 

pur pos es a t he or y of t he peopl e i s s overe ignty was essential. 

If he ha d not acc epte d thi s pri nciple 9 he wou l d probabl y 

not have been abl e to oppos e t he :Briti sh actions in any 

way . Only a cla i m to p opul ar s overe i gnt y could have 

ju stified Americ an action in breaking away from the :British 

Empire a t tha t time . 

601) Jeffers on ~ "To J ames Madi s on, 6/9/17 89 . 11 

( K&P . P . 4 91 . ) 
602 ) Jeff ers on~ ';To Wils on Nicho l as , 7/9/1803 . " 

( K&P . P. 57 3 . ) 
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CONCLUSI ON-

Malone state s that Thomas Jefferson viewed government 

not as an end in it se lf, but as a means to human 

happines s. 603 ) If it be remembered that government, 

according to the Declaration , was instituted to s ecure 

liberty and the pur sui t of happiness , then thi s view ·is 

true. The Declaration stre s ses the philosophy of human 

rights, 604 ) and incorporate s a note of humanitarianism 

into politic s . 605 ) Jefferson has been judged to have 

believed in hmnanity without any r eservation, 606 ) and 

that the 11 amelioration in the lot of the common man " was 

a social i mperative bas ic t o law and mora ls. 607 ) 

That Jefferson personally attached great importance 

to t he happiness of mankind , canno t be disputed and is 

borne out by his i nterest in i mproving the lot of the 

ordinary man. 

He expre ssed pity for t he Indians of .America who 

though originally fre e and independent in a state of 

nature were overcome by the Whites. 608 ) Though they 

cannot love t he white s after all the injuries done to 

them, 609 ) humanity dict ates that they be t aught 

agriculture and domestic art s so that they can maintain 

th . . t 610) eir exis ence . 

Jefferson regarded s lavery as a political and moral 

evil, 6ll) for he believed tha t every-one had the right 

to be free. 612 ) Though bel ieving the blacks to be 

603) Malone , D. : "Jeff erson and t he Rights of Man." P . 153. 
604) Becker , c.~ Op . Cit. P . 225 . 
605) Llaxey, c. ~ Op . Cit . P. 414. 
606) Oliver, F.S.~ Op . Cit. P . 246 . 
607) Catlin , G. ~ Op . Cit . P . 317 . 
608 ) Jefferson ~ 11 2nd Inaugur a l Address, 4/3/1805 . 11 

(K&F. I . 341 . ) 
609) Jefferson ~ "To Ben j amin Hawkins , 13/8/17 86 . " 

( Boyd X, P . 240 . ) 
610) Jefferson~ 11 2nd I naugural Address, 4/3/1805 . " (K&P . 
611) J effe r son~ ··Note s on Virginia , Query VIII . .. P . 341.) 

( K&P . F . 219 . ) 
612) Jefferson ~ 11 To Demeunier, 26/6/17 86 . 11 (Boyd X, P . 63 . ) 
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ninferior to the whites in the endowment both of body and 
. d .. 613) 614) min" he continually s tres se d that they be liberated. 

His kindly i nterest in t he lot of hi s own s laves i s shovm 

by his refusal t o sell them even when i n debt l est they 

be subject to ill-usage by some future owner . 615 ) During 

t he War of Independence, General Cornwall i s carried off 

thirty of his s l aves and hi s c omment was: "Ha d t hi s been 

to give them free dom he wou ld have done right, but it 

was to co"nsign them t o i nevitabl e death f rom the small­

pox and putri d fever then r agi ng in his camp . " 616 ) 

Hi s i nteres t in penal reform farther illustrates hi s 

essentia l humani t y. A criminal should suffer a punish­

ment only in proportion to hi s offence and is s till 

entitled to all t he protection of society , 617 ) and 

torture should be forbidden. 618 ) All prisoners should 

be given whol e- s ome foo d and lodgings which will she l ter 

them from the element s . 619) 

Nowher e i s Jefferson' s humanity more clear than in 

his attitude to war . He hat ed war as the grea t es t s cour ge 

of mankind 620 ) for it is usually a loss t o both part ies 

that engage i n it. 621 ) However 9 the warring states 

should co-operat e "to alleviat e the inevitable miseries 

of war .. . . . .. . . .. as humanity and nat ural honor 

622 ) r equires . " Thus c ivilians for example should be 

allowed to depart from t he enemy state , 623 ) whi le those 

that labour for the bene i it of mankind should be allowed 

613) J efferson : 
614) Jeff erson: 

615) J efferson: 
616) Jeffers on: 

617) Je f f ers on : 

618 ) Je ffers on : 
619) Jefferson g 

11Notcs on Virginia, Query XIV. 11 (K&P. P . 261 . ) 
;
1To Chas tellux? 7/6/17 85. 11 (Eoyd VIII,P . 184 . ) 

11 To Edward Rutledge , 14/7/1787 . " 
( Boyd XI, P . 589 .) 

"To Edward Coles , 25 / 8/1814." (K&P . P . 461 .) 
nTo Franci s Ep1, es , 30/½7_1788 . 11 (Eoyd XI, P . 640 . 
11 To William Gordon, 16 7 /17 88 . 11 

(Boyd XIII , P . 363 .) 
"Bill for Proport ioning Crimes and Punish-
ments, 1779 . 11 

( Foner, P . 29 . ) 
11 Draft . . . . . 17 83 . 11 (Foner , P . 182 . ) 
"Bill for Employmont, Government and 

Support of Ma l efactors Condemned to labor 
for the Commonweal th, 1779 . 11 

( Eoyd II, 
P . 513 .) 
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to continue to do so without hindranc e . 624 ) The circum-

stances of war must be made "as little afflicting as 

possible" to the individual 625 ) and so all those guilty 

of unjus tifiable excesses mus t i mmedi ately be puni shed. 626 ) 

Prisoners of war are under the protection of the 

l aws to the same extent as any c i t i zen . 627 ) Thus their 

health should be car ed for, their confinement should not 

have mortal effects and those whose health or behaviour 

requires it shoul d be allowed parole . 628 ) Prisoners 

should be placed in who lesome s ituations where they can 

get enough air and exerci se and s o they should not be put 

in dungeons or cha i ns . 629 ) J effe r son hi mse lf at times 

interceded on behalf of individual prisoners of war to 

obtain paroles for them to re cover debt s 9 
630 ) to go to 

mineral spri ngs for t he sake of health 9 
631 ) and even to 

return h ome to v i s it a s ick father before h i s death and 

arrange hi s estat e. 632 ) It i s little wonder that a 

contemp orar y referred to Jefferson ' s humanity. 633 ) 

J efferson's benevolence 9 however, was n ot of the 

despotic k i nd for he had great faith i n the people as a 

whol e. These two factors, h i s benevolenc e and faith i n 

mankind, were most probably the direct cause of his extreme­

ly democratic philosophy, a lthough it can be argued t hat 

620 ) Jefferson: "To Elbri dge Ger r y, 13/5/1797 .;'( KB~P . P . 543.) 
621) Jefferson : "To William Short, 28/ll/1814. 11 (K&P . P. 653 .) 
622) Jefferson ~ 11 To the Briti sh Commandi ng Officer at 

Portsmouth, 24/3/17 81 . 11 (Boyd V, P. 227 .) 
623) J effer s on ~ "Draft of Treaty proposed f or Barbar y States, 

6/ 8/17 85 . 11 ( Boyd VIII, P. 347 . ) 
624) Jefferson : "Report of Committee on Letters from Ameri can 

Mi ni s ters in Europe . " (Boyd VI, P . 393.) 
625) Jeff erson g "To Ge orge Weedont 10/ 4/17 87 . " 

(Boyd V, P . 401.J 
626) Jeffer s on : "To George Tl"iathews, 8/10/1779 . 11 (Boyd III, 
627) J efferson ~ "To J ames Wood , 7/11/1780 . 11 P . 103.) 

- 628 ) 
629 ) 

630 ) 
631) 
632 ) 
633 ) 

(Boyd I V9 P . 101 . ) 
Jeff erson ~ nTo J ames Wood , 7/11/1780. 11 (Boyd III, P. 437 . 
JeffGrson : "Draft of a l\Iodcl Treaty with the Ki ng of 

Denmark and Norway. " ( Boyd VII, P . 482.) 
Jefferson : 11 To James Wood, 3/3/17 80 . 11 (Boyd III, P . 308 .) 
J ef ferson : "To James Wo od , 17/5/1780 . " (Boyd III, P. 378 .) 
J efferson : "T o H. R. Lee, 21/4/1779 . n (Boyd II, P . 25 5.) 
Phillips , Wi lli am . : "To Jefferson, 10/8/1779 . 11 

(Boyd III , P . 65 .) 
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they sprang fr om t hat philos ophy and were the result of it. 

In short 9 Jefferson ' s political philosophy wa s that 

man in the s t at e of nature has certa i n natural rights which 

are recognised and respected. With t he growth of popula­

tion these rights become endangered and s o must be 

secured. To do this 9 government is instituted in such a 

way that it re s t s solely upon the cons ent of the governed 

who, as a re sult of t he method of the i nstitution of 

government 9 enjoy a perpetual right of changing or even 

of aboli shing t h e government. Though a governmen t can 

deteriorate i n to one of force 9 to ac c omplish its correct 

a i ms it should a lways be organi s ed in such a way that a ll 

have t he ir due say i n its control and actions and that the 

natural and civil rights of each citi zen are protected. 

The citizens or pe ople mus t, to prevent de terioration into 

a government of force 9 be well and educated as reason 

plays an i mportant role in s elf-government . Thus there 

must be freedom of spe ech , of the press and even of. 

religion . Fartherrnore, the people mus t be as independent 

as poss i ble and so their main occupation should be t hat 

of agriculture for manufac ture tends to produc e dependency. 

Their i ndependence must als o be strengt hene d by t heir 

being responsible f or t heir own defence, espe c ially as 

an army s epar a te from the people can be us ed for their 

own downfal l. 

Without faith in the abili t y , morals and goo d sense 

of t he peopl e 9 such a political system would be i mposs i ble. 

A people withou t ability or good sens e could no t partake 

c orrectly in Jeffe r son ' s system of gove r nment and his 

scheme would be doomed to fail f rom the beginning. The 

people would have n o r espec t f or natural right s and 

consequently would no t realise the need to se cure them; 

government would not be i nstitu ted and the strong would 
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dictate to the weak . If g overnment were perchance set up, 

it would be that of t he strong man , strict, despotic, and 

unfair. Any democratic system must have trust in the 

sense and abilities of the people. The p eople as a whole 

must have a p a rt to play in the ir g overnment and the 

ability to do so . 

With out his de ep-rooted humanity, it was also un­

likely that Jefferson's phi losophy would have been what 

it was. Humanity, ingr a i ned j_n the terms 'liberty' and 

'the pursuit of happ iness ,' is e ssential in his reason 

for the institution of society. I t i s inherent in his 

aims of g overnment. Without it , deterioration of the 

ideal government int o one of force would be no deterior­

ation but a mere c entralisat ion ~ g overnment would be able 

to do as it pleased with out considering the g ood or 

happiness of the people in any respect. As he h i mself 

stated, gove rnment mus t do no t hing that i s not for the 

good of its pe ople. 634) 

The whole k ey to Jeffers on!s p olitical phi lo s ophy 

seems t o lie in t he word ;, h a1)piness ." Not only , as we 

have seen in thi s chap ter, d i d he believe in the happiness 

of the indiv i dual a s shown b y h i s interest in t he welfare 

of his sla v es, t he abori ginal i nhabitants of his country 

and even prisoners, but he believed t hat all equally had 

an i nalienab l e ri gh t to be h appy . 635 ) Government is 

ins titu ted to secure the r i ght of the i ndividual to the 

pursui t of happine ss, f 36 ) and under t h e ideal s tate the 

individu al en j oys a precious degr e e of happine ss . 637 ) 

Socie t y c a n c h ose the form of g overnment which promote s 

634) Jefferson ~ 11 To President Washi ngton, 9/9/1792." 
( K&P . P • 51 7 • ) 

635) Jeffers on ~ "Dec l a ration of Independence." 
( K&P . P . 2 2 . ) 

636) Loe. Cit. 
637) Jeffe r son ~ 1;To James Madi s on, 30/ 1/1787 . ;, 

( K&P. P. 413 . ) 
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its own happiness ; 638 ) it i s the right and duty of a 

people to revolt if trespasses on its happiness occur, 639 ) 

and t he small amount of b loo d shed in such a revolt is a 

small price to pay for t h e happines s of the people. 640 ) 

Governments of forc e are evil because kings and nobles 

are not ' go od conservators of the public happiness ' ; 641 ) 

and a gricu lture i s the vi s est pursuit for man because it 

contribute s mo st to h i s happiness . 642 ) Education shou ld 

aim at t eaching peopl e how to work out their own happines~i
3) 

while a tt emp t s to p roduce religi ous uniformity have been 

wrong bec ause of t he unhapp i ness they have caused . 644) 

It seems thus that "happi ness 11 was the s tandard by whi ch 

Je f f erson would hav e judged any ac t 9 and the principle 

a c cording to which h i s ph ilosophy was gove rne d . With t his 

great s tress on the happine ss of the i ndi v i dual s of the 

society, it was p robably inevitable that he would have 

found Locke's trinity of Na t ural Ri ght s wanting 9 and s o 

repla ced ' p rop erty' with the 'pursuit of hap p iness . ' 

In thi s s tress upon happi ness as a s t a ndard for 

judgement, Jeffe r son strongly r eminds one of his contempor­

ary Jeremy Bentham and of other En glish Utilitarians . 

Bentham ' s grea t ~es t was u tility : how far d i d any a ct 

contribute t o the g r eatest g ood of the greate s t number . 645 ) 

The j u ri s t, John Austin , a l so s tre ss ed that the greatest 

p os s i ble advanc ement of human happiness should be the test 

638) Jefferson : 11 To Samue l Kercheval, 12/7/1816 . " 
( K&F • P . 6 7 4 . ) 

639) J efferson ~ 11 To J ame s Mad i s on , 20/12/17E37 . " ( K&P . P . 440) 
640) Jeffers on ~ 11 To Ezra Stiles , 24/12/17 86 . 11 

(Boyd X, P . 629 . ) 
641) Jefferson : ;1To Mr. Wyt he , 13/ 8/ 1786. " (K&P . P . 394.) 
642) Jefferson : "T o Ge orge Washing t on, 14/10/1787 . n 

(Boyd XII, P . 38 .) 
643) Jeffers on ~ "Notes on Virg inia , Query XIV. 11 

( K&P . P . 2 6 4 . ) 
644) Jefferson~ 11 Notes on Virgi n ia, Qu e r y XVI I . 11 

( K&P . P . 27 4 .) 
645 ) Dunning, W.A . g nnousseau to Spencer. 11 r . 213 . 
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646) Jefferson's phi losophy 

was s i milar to that of the Uti litarians in other respects 

also . Though Bentham denied t he people any right of 

rebe l lion 9 
647 ) he re c ogni sed that the possibility of 

resistence or revolt sets an " indetermina te control upon 

governmental procodure. 11 648 ) It is to John Stuart Mill 

that Jefferson se ems most simi l ar in such matters as that 

government is made by men for their s ocial well - be ing , 649 ) 

and that governmental i nt erferenc e shoul d be limited to 

prevention of its subj ec t s from harming one another . 

Both Mi ll and Jefferson agreed that the best form of 

650 ) 

government i s one where the 11 supreme c ontro l l i ng power in 

the last resort i s rested in the entire aggregate of t he 

communi ty 11 651 ) and that the pe ople shoul d exerci se this 

power through deputie s elected periodicall y . 652 ) Though 

both were out and out democrati c in their views and 

believed in majority rule, t hey clearly saw that a danger 

in the democra tic system i s t he unjust dominat ion of the 

minority by t he numerica l ma jority. 653 ) Their so l u tions 

to t h i s probl em di f fer ed, however , for l\lill was in favour 

of plural voting , 654) whi le J efferson ins isted on a Bill 

of Ri ghts . 655) 

If we are t o find a pl a ce for Jefferson in the 

Hi story of Politica l Philo s ophy these considerations shoul d 

be borne in mind . Hi s me thod and s ystem is t hat of Locke 

646) 
647) 
648) 
649) 
650 ) 
651) 
652) 
65 3) 
654) 
655) 

Ibid. P . 233 . 
Ibid . P . 217. 
I bid . P . 223. 
Ibid . P . 236. 
Ibid. P. 238 . 
Ibid . P . 239 . 
I bid . P . 2 40 . 
Ibid . P. 241. 
Ibid. P . 242 . 
Jefferson ~ ,;To James Madi s on, 

( K&P • P • 4 3 7 • ) 
20/12/17 87 . i i 
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but h i s a i ms a r e largGly those o f the Utilita rians . 

Though nearer to the l a tter i n t i me 9 in t he de ve lopment 

of political t hought h e s eems t o s tand midway between 

Locke and Bentham. HG should thus be cons i dered as a s t ep 

be t ween them i n the development of Engli s h p olitica l 

thought 9 notwi thstanding h i s hostility t o the Englis h 

political sys t em as such. 

The s i x th PrGs ident of the United St ates , John Quinc y 

Adams , s t ated t hat 11 Mr . Jeffe r son is a man of uni ver sal 

l earning . " 656 ) Adams was without doubt think i ng of 

Jefferson ' s a ctivities i n other f i e lds t han po litics . 

Jeff e r son was an ab l e musi cian an d enjoyed mus ic to t he 

f u ll. He had an inventive brain which i s reveal e d in h i s 

i mprovement s of the plow . He was an architect of no me an 

ability and de s i gned hi s home Uontic e llo . He a l so was 

intere s t ed in a rt 9 b i ology and ast ronomy and corresponde d 

on these subj ect s . 

Adams ' s r emar k c an be applied part i cul a rly t o the 

fi e ld of p olitica l s ci enc e where it i s as true. J effer s on 

was extremely well-read , and mentionGd as sourc es f or the 

Declaration the philosophi es of Aristotle, Cicero, and 

Loc ke . 657 ) However, as has been po i nted out, traces of 

t he t hought of Plato, Polybi us 9 Grotius , the French 

Physiocra t s and 11ontes quieu c an also be found. It c an 

t hus be argued t hat Jefferson's phi l osophy was unori g i nal . 

However, h i s philos ophy was most origina l i n it s s ynthe s i s 

of the various element s to suit the needs of h i s time and 

coun try. Revolut i on a ry America required a justification 

before "the opi n i ons of mankind 11 658 ) f or its r evolt and 

656 ) Bemis, S . ~ 
657 ) Jefferson ~ 

658 ) J effe r s on ~ 

Op . Cit. F . 14. 
ii To Henry Lee, 8/5/1825 . 1

' 

(K&P . P . 719 . ) 
'
1Declarati o11 of Independen c e . " 
( K&P • P • 2 2 • ) 
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its ac cusati ons a gai n s t Ge orge I II and h i s Parliament 

which cou l d re a lly n ot be gi v en on l e ga l grounds . 659 ) 

It wa s t h e ph i l o s ophy of Thomas J eff e r son as expre sse d in 

the De clarati on of I n d e pondenc c wh ich ga v e thi s j u s ti f ica ­

t io~ and p rovided a basi s for the American s tress on t he 

democrat ic way of life . 

I n con clu s i on 9 one of Jeffers on 's b e li of s ha s SDe ci a l 

i n t e r e s t to u s i n Sout h Afri c a . Though he was compl etely 

i n f avou r of the Gmanc i p a tion of s l a v e s , ho b e liev e d t h a t 

p r e j udice would p r ev en t th~i r be ing t aken u p i n to the 

Eur ope an s oci e ty . Bes i de s t his, h owever, he recogni sed 

that the Bla c ks arc a r a ce c omple t e l y dis tinct from t h e 

White s . In habi t s tho t wo r a c es diffe r comp l e t e l y and 

the ·.:vhi t e s e o1: s to have mo r o of r e asoni ng p owe r . Th e 

Black s i n J effe rson ' s eye s show n o s i gns of c u ltu re and 

so emanc i pat i on wi l l caus e complic a ti ons . 

Wh en s l a v e s were f r eed i n Roma n s ociety , t h e y we r e 

usu a l l y t aken up by t hat s ociety . Thi s cou l d hap pen 

becaus e t h e Romans and t he i r s l a v e s u s ual l y belong e d to 

t h e same rac e , and J e ff e r s on c onclude s~ ';Thi s unfort una te 

diff e r en ce of c olou r 9 and p e rhap s of r a c u l t y , i s a p ower­

f u l obs t a c le t o the emancipat i on of the s e p eo p le . Iviany of 

their advo c a t es , while the y wi s h to vind i c a t e the li berty 

of hwnan n a t u r e , a re anxi ous als o to p reserv e i t s di gn ity 

and b e auty . Some of t h e s e 1 embarrass e d by the que s ti on , 

' Wh a t farthe r i s to b e don e ¥i th them? ' j oi n t hems elve s 

i n oppos iti on wi th t h os e who ~r e a ctuate d by s ordid 

avaric e on ly . Ai""Tl ong the Roman s eman cipation r e qu ired but 

on e e f f ort . The s l ave, wh en mad e f re e , mi ght mi x with , 

without s t a i n i ng the b lood of h i s ma ster . Bu t with us 

6 59 ) Bec k er, C. : Op . Cit. Pp . 5-19 . 
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a second i s necessary, unknown to history . When freed 9 

he i s to be removed beyond t h e reach of mixture . :i 660 ) 

It thus s ee1ns that if Jeffers on were toda y a live 9 

he would have seen jus tification of some of hi s ideas in 

the event s i n the s outhern s t ates of Americ a . Unlike 

many other Americans , it i s a l s o pr obable tha t he would 

have supported the policies of t h e Europeans in South 

Africa in regard to the colour problem. 

660 ) Jeffer son~ "No te s on Virgi ni a , Query XI V." 
(K&P . Pp . 256- 62 . ) 
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London in 1906 . 
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48 . PAINE 9 Thomas: 

49. RAE 9 John B. & 
MAHONEY 9 Thomas H. D. : 

50 . ROSSITER, Clinton : 

51. SMITH9 T. C. : 
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nThe Rights of Man." Published 
for Everyrnan 1 s Library by J. M. 
Dent & Sons Ltd . of London in 
1944. 

"The United States in World 
Hi s tory fr om its Be ginnings to 
World Le aders hi p ." Publ i shed 
by t h e Mc Graw - Hill Book 
Company Incorporated of New 
York in 19 49 . 
11 Seedtime of the Republic -
The Origin of the American 
Tradi tion of Polit i cal Liberty:~." 
Publi shed by Harcourt 9 Brace 
an d Company of New York in 1953 . 
11 The Wars between England and 
Ame r ica. " Publ ished by Thornton 
Butte r worth Li mited of London 
i n 1914 . 




