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Van Waarburg tot Matjieskuil: ’n ondersoek na ’n ou Kaapse plaas

Probleme en wanopvattings ontstaan telkens rondom ou Kaapse plase, as gevolg van 
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Die wyse waarop plase onderverdeel of vergroot is en die belangrike saak watter deel 
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dié artikel word die plaas Matjieskuil, geleë in die distrik Paarl, as ’n gevallestudie 
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watter rykdom inligting met die ontginning van argivale bronne blootgelê kan word. 
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Waarburg. Die grond is in 1701 vir die eerste keer uitgegee aan Hercules van Loon, 
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aan en ontwikkeling van die Kaap die Goeie Hoop.

Sleutelterme: gewels, gronduitgifte, Kaaps-Hollandse boukuns, Kaapse plase, 
Matjieskuil, oordrag-aktes, Waarburg 

From Waarburg to Matjieskuil: investigating an old Cape farm
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transfer deeds, Waarburg

Research problem and methodology
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farm, previously known as Waarburg.
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Historical background
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Figure 1: Map showing the grazing area of the Gorachoquas and indicating 
the location of the farm Waarburg 
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Cultural historical context

Nationalities at the Cape
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17	� and early 18	� century. He wrote: … all nations are found here, Dutch, English, 
French, Germans from all parts, Savoyards, Italians, Hungarians, Malays, Malabaris, 
Sinhalese, Macassar-folk, Banians, Amboinese, Bandanese, Buginese, Chinese, men 
of Madagascar, Angolese, inhabitants of Guinea and the Salt Islands… 12
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Land grants
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If it had 
been up to the VOC, Huigen writes, ��������	
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small part of the Western Cape […] The intention was to appropriate no more land 
than was necessary to provide the ships calling in Table Bay with food. However, after 
1657 the VOC needed the help of independent colonists to achieve this goal […] These 
colonists caused the colony to expand further, especially in an eastern direction.14
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 […] aan den Eerw predikant Hercules van Loon, woonende aan Stellenbosch 
op zijn E. versoecken in een vollen en vrijen eijgendom vergund ende gegeven 
hebben, […] mits deesen seker stuck landt gelegen onder Joostenberg int 
district van Stellenbosch voornt […] uijtmakende alsoo ter samen een inhoud 
van sestig morgen rijnlandsch maat […].19
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of land, reads as follows: The above Diagram A to H represents the Freehold place 
called Waarburg, situated at the Joostenberg in the District of Stellenbosch, containing 
760 Morgen 343 Square Roods, from which deduct the remaining part of the Freehold, 
leaves 720 Morgen 493 Square Roods intended to be granted…63 (Figure 3). 
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him on the 21 November 1831.66 &���
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do hereby grant on perpetual quitrent unto WD Hoffman a piece of 720 morgen 493 
square roods of land situated in the district of Stellenbosch at the Joostenberg annex 
the freehold Matjeskuil or Waarburg.67
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Architecture

Manor house: history
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contribute to determining age and identifying building materials and adaptations over 
time.


