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with respect to HCT, neutrophils, lymphocytes and normoblasts. It was observed that HCT
values were higher in LJ25 and LJ50 (0.39 + 0.01) chickens compared to CON+ (0.36 + 0.01)
and CON- (0.38 £ 0.01) chickens. Chickens offered LJ25 had the highest lymphocytes value
(14.94 = 1.17 x 10°/1) compared to chickens fed other dietary treatments. Supplementing
chicken with feed containing 50 g/kg of L. javanica leaf meal significantly increased carcass
mass (P < 0.05). However, full gizzard and empty gizzard weights in CON+ and LJ25 chickens
were higher (P < 0.05) compared to CON- and LJ50 chickens. Meat from CON- (6.07) and
LJ50 (6.08) chickens had higher pH than in CON+ (5.9) and LJ25 (5.8) chickens. With regards
to meat colour, breast muscle in CON- (53.2) had the highest (P < 0.05) lightness (L*) values,
while the meat from CON+, Lj25 and LjSO the lower values. The addition of L. javanica in
chicken diets showed no negative effects on the mass of breasts and thighs. The data obtained
from this study showed that L. javanica can be included in indigenous chicken diets as a
nutraceutical without any harmful effect on growth performance, blood parameters and carcass

characteristics.
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