
Daar is nog baie min histooes-wetenskaplike wa-ke oar
besigh~ 00 rnaatskappye gepubliseer .R~ waf
hiervoar aangevoer kan wocd, is ooder meer dat dit 'n
moeilike tipe geskiedskrywing is. Dit gaan meestal
gepaard met )X"obleme om genoegsame Ix-oonernateriaal in
die hande te kry. In baie gevalle bet scmmige van die
matEriaal verlore g~, of is dit in 'n Ix-and verwoos.
Die verlore gaan van Ix-onne (op die wyses) moot
toegeskryf w<X"d aan die feit dat baie privaatm8atskappye
en of -besigilede nie so bewaringbewus is of was me.
Wanneer die skrywa" opdrag kry <Xn die geskiedenis van
'n groot besigheid of rnaatskappy te skryf, gaan dit dikweis
gepaard met probleme too opsigte van die opspcring van
Ix-onne waf baie moeisaam, ty<k"owend 00 duur is. Die
skrywer oar LangeMg in sy VO(x:Woard, verduidelik dan
ook dat dit een van sy groot probleme was. Om die redes
w<X"d die werk oar Langeberg meer as verwelk<Xn en kan
dit vir toekomstige nav~ en skrywel'S oar
besigheidsgeski~is tot groot w~ woos.

die ko(')perasie sedert sy stigting ook, op plaaslike vlak, 'n
belangrike sosiaal-ekooomiese en maatskaplike funksie
vervul. Dit bet ooder andere die ~ in die suidwestelike
distrikte wat aandoolhoum was, ekooomies bevoordeel
deurdat bulle d.m.v. die kooperasie va-seka- was van 'n
afset vir bul {X"odukte. Langeberg bet egta- ook baie
moose in dioos gehad wat op Robertsoo, Ashtoo en
Mootagu woooagtig was. Vir die wedmemm het
Langeberg baie gOOoa1 om bul werk 00 va-blyf so
aangeoaam as moootlik te maak. Huise is onda- moor
opgoog terwyl addisiooele skoolfasiliteite geskep is.

Die werk <Xr Langeoo-g is g~ v~g. Dit is '0
hardeband waf ryklik met toto's v<XrSien is. Die toto's
help die leser om '0 geheel indruk van die verlede te lay.
So bYV<Xrbeeld lay die lese- '0 goeie idee van die eel"Ste
geboue waf opgerig is, as<><* van persooe waf '0 besonda-e
rol in die stigting, ootwikkeling, uitlx'eiding 00 bestuur van
Langeoo-g gespool oot. Daar is ook v<Xrbeelde van
etikette (wat oos almal vroOOr jare gekoo het), advoooosies
in dagblaaie, werlcsomstandigilede t.o. v. die boo van die
falrieke op Ashtoo, OCX'SIX"OOklike handgeslcrewe ootules
van een van die eel"Ste v«gaderings, '0 toto van die ea-ste
direksie van Langeberg gooeem in 1940, asook kleurfoto's
van hOOelxiaagse werlc~ in moda-ne faooeke en
lab<x"atooums.

Die skrywer, wat ~ heelwat ocr ekooomiese- en
landbougeskiedeois navming geck>en eo g~bl~ het,
slaag daarin om die ved1aal van Langeberg Kroperasie ocr
'0 periode van vyftig jaar baie treffeod aan te bied. Die
periode sluit onder moor in die gOOagte van v()(X'8aOStaande
boa-e van die Langebergstreek om '0 groat K~tiewe
oodOOleming te begin om sodoeode hut eie produksie en
bemarlc:ing van hul produk, t. w. vars VTUgte, te beheer, te
koo1roleer eo probleme in die verband self te han~.
V 0<X1s word daar aandag gegee aan die stigting van die
koo~ie in 1940, die bou van die falriek eo ander
geboue komplekse op Ashtoo, '0 duioolike uiteensetting
van die positiewe invloed wat die Tweede Wereldocrlog op
die koi:Jperasie gdlad het asook die voorspoedjare
oomiddellik daama. Daama volg die vyftigeljare
waartyOOnS Langeberg '0 periode van koosolidasie eo
uitbreidings te gemoed gegaan het eo wat h<XD as oon van
die grootste inmaakoodememings gevestig het met tussen
60% eo 70% aanOOeI in die Suid-Afrikaanse inmaakbediyf.

Daar is vO<X1s van gJanspapi« gebuik gemaak waf die
hoek '0 baie p:-<t"essionele 00 goedverS<X'gde vO<X"koms gee.
Die werk is V0(X"8ioo van uitstekeode lx-ooneverwysings
asook '0 b-oonelys. Too spyte van '0 paM spel- taal en
setfoute (bv. w. 33, 49, 60, 86, 89 00 91 asook in die
voorwoa-d) lees die werk vl~. Die omskakeling van ou
Engelse mate en gewigte na die hedendaagse desimale
stelsel sou die lese.- koo help om '0 beter begrip van sek«e
van die mate en gewigte te koo kry.

Oit is '0 belangrike by<k"ae vir die streekhist<Xikus waf
veral kon~troor op besigheids, ekoncmiese- en
landbougeskiedmis.

Hi~ volg die teenspoedjare. As gevolg van binnelandse
en lx1itelandse fakt<X"e, asook intOO1e probleme, begin
Langeberg groot finansiele verliese te tooo, soveel so dat
daM teen 1959 gevrees is dat die ood~ing finansieel
in duie sou stort. Om die ooderneming te p'obeer rOO, is
'0 kOOl1nissie van ootb'soek in 1959 aangestel wat
Langeberg op '0 ouwe groodslag geplaas bet met die
oodige regstellings m rasiooalisasie. Dit alles het
aanvanklik groei gelxing, maar WCU' eens 800811974 tot
1984 het dit '0 O<rleweringstryd gevoer as gevolg van
buiteogewooe oegatiewe eksterne ekooomiese fakta'e. Dit
het ooodwerKlig groot finansiele druk op die ko()pel'asie
geplaas. 0n00r '0 ouwe hoof-uitv~ amprenaar, t.w.
Carel Stassm, slaag Langeberg egter daarin om te herstel
tot '0 winsgewmde organisasie. In 1988 sluit Langeberg
en Tiger Oats '0 ~oms. Dit lei tot '0 totale
hers1rukturering van Langeberg m in 1990 koo hy die
eerste diwidende na feitlik twee dekades uitbetaal.

J.C. Aucarnp
Universiteit van Fort Hare

Brian Warner (ed.): Lady Herschel Letters
from the Cape 1834-1838. Friends <i' dIe South
African LibraJy: Ca~ Town, 1991. 172 pp. lllus. R38,OO
(exclusive). ISBN 086%80986

The Cape letters of Margaret, Lady H~hel, wife of the
celeix'ated astrooomer and }X>lymath Sir JOOfi Herschel, are
a very fine additioo to this new series, published by
Frirods of the South African Library, Cape Town.
Judiciously OOited and annotatoo, this volume holds great
interest for a wide range of readers, including, of course,
local and regiooal histOOans.

FCX" those particularly int~sted in astrooomy, the
refa-mces to Sir JOOfi' s astrooomical o~ations <:i Cape
skies are clearly <:i great inta-est. FCX" D<Xl-scientists like

Alhoewel Langere-g seda1 die vyftigerjare 'n baie
belangrike rol in die moo Suid-Afrikaanse landbou-
ekooomie, fatriekswese at uitv~del gespeel het, het
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intrusions of d1e nine~th century will find much to
C<XTOb<x"ate in Lady Herschel's observations. White
'~oes' and 'martyrs' like lieutenant Olarles T. Bailie, a
casualty of d1e 1834/5 conflict, still a mum revered figure
in settl~ histooography today, are sharply cut down to
size. Acax-ding to Lady H~el, Bailie got his just
de~s. I quote:

myself, th~ reference are enmnously ooharx:ed by
ProfeSS{X" Brian Warner's v«y clear, Wlfussy explanatioos
of celestial phenomma and the ins1rumoots of die
astrooomer .

Botanists can share the sustained love and miliusiasm of
the audKX" fCY Cape flcya, especially via ~ eight colour
plates of Lady Herschel's drawings of Cape flow~
magnificently reproduced. The architecture, climate and
topography of fue Cape Peninsula, particularly of Cape
Town (especially pp. 25-27, 31, 36, 45) and also of
Stellenboscl1 and Paarl (w. 53-55) are vividly cooveyed.
Complemmting fuese descriptioos are Sir John's own very
fine, sensitive drawings, made with the aid of a camera
Lucida (a process also clearly explained by the editCY;

p.10).

"The private h~ of dlis goot woo't 8A>e8C in
YOt8" English P81U'8. He was the BOO of 8 stttler,
& employed by the Wealey8l8 as ooe cI dleir local
Preochers , ixIt what the red C{)8tS came near his
locatXxl, "f~ the love cI ~ dling" he joined
tiQn. & made use of his knowledge cI the haunts
of ~ Caff~ to hlmt them down like wiki ~

(p.82).

Thaoe, d1m, is a bief glimpse of SOOle of the impact of
this irnpor1ant collectioo of lett~. Lady Herschel's
observatioos 00 the clev~ spoiling tactics of the Xhosa
(pp. 71 & 81), the sensatiooalism <X the colooial press
whidl exaggerated black atrocities (p.81) and camooflaged
the sc<Xd1ed earth methods <X the colooial tr<q>s (p.84),
and hU" por1l'ayal of the Great Trek as just anoth~ f<X"ln of
white 'ma'oachment' 00 the black (p.147) are all examples
of a cootempc.-ary's perspective d1at cannot be ignored by
histaians. Lady He.-schel' s lett~, therefore, ~t a
very im~t, if cootroversial, soorce fcr the
recoostructioo of Soud1 Africa's strife-tOO1 past. The
sweet. girlish coontmance of Lady He.-schel, as painted by
Alfred 018100 and reprodoced 00 d1e cov~ (and
frootispiece) of d1is volume belies a mind whose opinioos
are as expl~ive today as d1ey were then. This ~inly is
a case of "doo't judge a book by its cov~"!!!

Foc dle histocian, a careful reading of dlis volume unearths
mattrial of immoose value. Occasiooally dle significance
of Lady Herscllel's observati<:xls reaches evoo wider d1an
dle nineteoodl century Cape. A striking passage in her
descriptioo of fue voyage oot to Soufu Africa is just ooe
example. This is where the regular family nanny, Mrs.
Nansoo was indisposed and how, widloot a substitute in
the ~ of any ayah, Lady H~l comments, 'I didn't
know what woold have ~e of us' (p.19). Thaoeby is
conveyed willi disanlling -and d1aracttristic -frankness
ooe most impor1ant a~t of nineteoodl cootury English
uppa- class survival, far too oftoo takoo foc granted.

Once settlEXi in Cape Town, Lady HefSdlel notes some of
the subtle shadings of upper-class Cape society, and,
tha-ef<X"e, also some of its snoti>ishness (p.37) and yet its
also quite spootanoous good neighOOurliness (p.44). Also
of great value to d1e mstOOafi of Cape Town are the
family's housd1old accounts, a ~tative sample of
which forms the appendix to this volume (pp. 158-163).

Chris Hummel
Rhodes University

Perhaps of greatest -and m<Xe gena-al -interest are her
political OOseI"vatioos ov~ a period of y~ that were
some of the most aucial in the histay of the Cape. These
were the y~ c:i Slave Emancipatioo. Sixth Frootier War
and the Great Trek.

R.I... Watson: The Slave Question: Liberty
and Property in South Africa. Witwatersrand
Univ~ity Press: JOOannesburg. 274 pp. ISBN
0819552216

Lady H~el was no impartial obsava-. As a linn
supporter aOO frierxi of Dr. John Philip, she champiooed
the cause of the ~ssed widl a single-minde<k1ess that
betrays ha' uplxinging as d1e daUghta- of a Scottish
Presbyterian minista". The 'tyranny' of whites 'ova- dle
black ~latioo' was, accc."ding to Lady Hersdlel,
something p-edestined; it was dle result c:i 'the inlnn
ava-sioo a white has to a black' (p.88). This is stroog
language -but to put it into cootext -it was JX"Ovoked by
a particularly glaring expost.-e of white exploitatioo, when
300 Khoi in dle Uitenhage district who had fought as white
auxiliaries in the 1834/5 war wa-e "rewarded" fCX' their
loyalty by being f<:x'ced from dleir homes and ripening
fields so as to accornmOOate the dOOlands of white famla'S
fCX' mCX'e grazing (pp. 88-89).

This book is m<X'e than just another investigatioo <X' slavery
at d1e Ca~: it is about the link between an in<XX1spicuous
anti-slavay movernoot at tOO Ca~ in the 1820s and 1830s
and d1e failure of early Soudl African liba"alisrn.

Apparently targeting an American reada"Ship, Watson
coostructs his stimulating argumwts regarding the human
rights problem and antislavery activity at the Cape in three
parts stretching ov~ elevw chap~. His argumwts,
based 00 infoonatioo extracted from recent w<X"ks of
histc::ry and his own reading of early 19th century Cape
newspapers, petitioos, mem<rials, and related govEmment
C<XTespoodeoce, crotres around the fear felt by Cape
residents towards a f<X"ceful antislavery movemwt that
would undennine the fundamwtal rights of propa1y.

Those among mO<km hist<rians who argue that the roots
of violence in southtm Africa ooginatoo with the white
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