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Abstract 

The Arab Revolution euphemistically referred to as the Arab Spring, which erupted 

like a bolt out of the blue in the last quarter of the year 2010, has thrown up issues 

that have polarised the enlightened publics, and especially the academic community. 

This polarity has manifested intensely in the polemics that have to do with questions 

about what triggered the uprisings. While some scholars contend that the revolt was 

an internal affair confined to the Arab world, others argue that the insurrections and 

subsequent revolts leading to regime change were externally induced. 

It is against this background that this research was undertaken to examine the 

revolution that engulfed the Arab world , with particular reference to the Libyan crisis , 

and with the view to locating the role played by the Opposition Forces in ousting the 

regime of late Muammar Qaddafi. The study undertook an overview of the 

circumstances that are perceived to have instigated the uprising in Libya, followed by 

an examination of the role played by external forces comprising the League of Arab 

States (LAS), United Nations Security Council (UNSC), North Atlantic Treaty 

Organisation (NATO), and the strident criticisms that ensued. 

With the findings that emanated from the field work carried out for the purpose of 

generating relevant data applicable to this inquiry, the researcher is strongly of the 

opinion that the revolt carried out by Libyans which ultimately led to the ousting of 

the Muammar Qaddafi regime, was a consequence of the intolerable socio-economic 

and political situation that was prevalent in the country, and not necessarily due to 

any external conspirators as has been insinuated . The study concludes that the 

opposition forces were inspired by the untold hardship unleashed by the government 

of Qaddafi to seek regime change, which ultimately resulted . However, this study 

offers hope that further investigation is possible into the democratic ferment 

pervading the Arab world , of which Libya is part, in view of the simmering political 

situation in the region. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

1.0 Background/Introduction 

Democracy as a form of government historically evolved in response to the search 

for a suitable, egalitarian and people-oriented system or form of managing human 

affairs within a defined geographical territory. The origin of democracy can be traced 

back to Ancient Greece. The word democracy is derived from the Greek word 

"Kratos" meaning power or rule. Democracy therefore stands for "rule by the demos" 

meaning "the people". Little wonder Abraham Lincoln (who later became the Third 

American President) extolled the virtues of what he called "government of the 

people, by the people, and for the people" (Heywood , 1992:42). 

All the while, the term Democracy has not enjoyed a universal definition because of 

diverse expressions given to it. However, the most popular among these various 

definitions is the direct and representative democracy (Heywood , 1992:42). The 

beauty of democracy as a system of government lies in the fact that it comprises 

such issues as citizens' participation in government through free and fair elections, 

guarantee of freedom of expression , promotion of the rule of law and various other 

ingredients that make public officers accountable to the populace. 

Democratic governance has become pervasive world-wide leaving no region 

unaffected. In this instance, the Arab world , traversing North Africa, the Middle East 

and part of the Far East of Europe, is not immune against the wind blowing globally. 

This phenomenon assumed a frightening dimension with what is euphemistically 

described as the Arab Spring culminating in regime change in the Arab world. Other 

popular expressions of Arab Spring include; Arab Rebellions and Arab Revolutions, 

which represent a revolutionary wave of demonstrations and protests. Countries 

already hit by this regime change include Tunisia , Egypt, Yemen and Libya. 

At the time of this research exercise, a country in the Arab world likely to experience 

a regime change is Syria where armed conflicts between the opposition and 

government forces still occur in what seems interminable carnage characterized by 

accusations and counter accusations. Form unconfirmed reports, the war in Syria is 

said to have claimed several thousand lives and it is anticipated that more will be 



killed if the conflict between government forces and the opposition fo rces described 

as rebels is not abated. 

However, virtually all the Arab countries had been under dictatorship which permitted 

little or no opposition and antagonism. Even when such reigning dictators were 

toppled through coup d'etats, the mode of governance remained the same where 

violation of human rights, oppressive and repressive polkies became the order of the 

day. 

This undemocratic political environment continued unabated until the last quarter of 

2010 when the uprising occurred following a reaction by a Tunisian national to an 

alleged oppressive attack from a group of security personnel. The resultant effect of 

the reaction was a series of protests and demonstrations which forced the then 

Tunisian President, Zine El Abidine Ben Ali to flee to Saudi Arabia on 14th January 

2011. Inspired by the uprising in Tunisia and prior to his entry as a central figure in 

Egyptian politics, a then potential presidential candidate, Mohammed El Baradei 

warned of a Tunisian-style explosion in Egypt, (Shenker:2011 :1 ). 

As if it was a prediction, protests began in Egypt on January 25 and lasted for 18 

days. In spite of measures adopted by the government led by President Mubarak, 

including eliminating the nation's internet access which was believed to have 

assisted the protesters to mobilise, the protest continued unabated and by February 

10, President Mubarak ceded all presidential powers to the Vice President, Omar 

Suleiman, who subsequently announced that President Mubarak had resigned and 

had transferred power to the Armed Forces of Egypt. 

In the case of Libya which is the focus of this study, anti-government protests began 

on 15 February 2011 . By 18 February, the opposition was already controlling most of 

Benghazi, which is reputed to be the second largest city in Libya . As expected, 

government despatched troops and mercenaries in an attempt to recapture the city, 

but the troops were repelled. By 20 February, the protest had spread to the capital 

Tripoli leading to a television address by one the sons of Qadaffi named Saif al-Islam 

Qaddafi, who boastfully warned the protestors that their country could descend into 

civil war. 



At this stage, the death to ll was numbered in thousands which undoubtedly drew 

international condemnation and consequently resulted in the resignation of several 

Libyan diplomats, along with calls for the regime's dismantlement. On March 17, the 

United Nations Security Council adopted Resolution 1973, (Blomfield: 2001: 1) 

authorising a no-fly zone over Libya and all necessary measures to protect civilians. 

(The intervention by the United Nations Security Council in the Libyan crisis will be 

examined in later part of this study to determine the propriety or otherwise of such 

intervention following the strident criticism that arose.) 

This was followed two days later with a bombing campaign by the trio of France, the 

United States and the United Kingdom forces. They were later joined by a coalition 

of states in Europe and the Middle East. By the 20 October, the maverick and 

populist enfant terrible Qaddafi , who had ruled Libya for forty two years , having 

seized power with a group of young Libyan military officers from King Idris I in a 

bloodless coup d'etat, and had, in fact, turned governance of Libya into a family 

affair, was killed by fighters who had seized Sirte, the home town of Qaddafi, where 

he had fled to. 

As noted above, consequent upon the tyrannical and oppressive nature of 

government prevalent in the Arab world, particularly in Libya , a major slogan of the 

protesters or demonstrators had been "the people want to bring down the regime", 

(Abulof:2011 :1) (Wikipedia Free Encyclopaedia 2012 ). To have a grasp of the 

amalgamation of forces seeking regime change in Libya, it is relevant to summarise 

the geopolitical situation in Libya preceding the uprising. The present day Libya is 

made up of three autonomous entities or provinces that previously had separate 

political existence way back in thei r historical experience and had struggled for 

political and religious supremacy in the Maghreb North Africa. 

The three traditional parts of the country are Tripolitania in the North West of Libya, 

Cyrenaica or Cyrene in the East Coast region and Fezzan in the South West region 

of modern Libya. Cyrenaica happens to be the centre of the Libyan anti-Qaddafi 

forces of the upheaval comprising the city of Benghazi, the most prominent and 

second city of Libya and which in fact served as the base of the National Transition 

Council after it was taken over by the insurgents from the forces loyal to Muammar 

Qaddafi , (Chigbo:2011 :4). The Council was formed by the anti-Qaddafi forces to act 



as an interim authority in the then rebel-controlled areas. It is also to be noted that 

the potential for secession is seen to be very high among some Libyans in this part 

of the country i.e. the Cyrenaica region, who feel that the then socio-economic and 

political dynamics of modern Libya have favoured Tripolitania, (Chigbo: 2011 :4). 

Thus there arose a constellation of opposition groups which included a good number 

of exiled Libyans who were opposed to Qaddafi 's oppressive government, 

academia, students in colleges/high schools, professional groups, workers, 

graduates who were unemployed , and most importantly, the military which had 

remained the most threat to Qaddafi's regime. 

In fact it is on record that by 1987, there had been signs of disaffection among the 

officers which resulted in the defection in early March 2011 of six Air force personnel, 

including a lieutenant Colonel, who upon landing at the Abu Simbel airfield in Upper 

Egypt, denounced Qaddafi's rule and subsequently requested asylum. Upon the 

advent of the revolt determined to end Gaddafi's misrule, Qaddafi, through recorded 

messages always talked tough, ignoring pleas from world leaders that he should 

honourably step down to pave the way for a peaceful change of government. 

Instead, Gaddafi vowed to fight on even unto death which finally happened on 20th 

October 2011 within his native environment. 

As the battle raged between his loyalists and rebels and despite huge support for 

the rebels from world leaders and the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 

operating under the mandate of the United Nations Security Council resolution 1973, 

Qaddafi remained adamant as there seemed to be no hope in sight as regards the 

possible seizure of power from him since he had surrounded himself with security 

forces. However, his invincibility was broken on August 22, 2011, when the capital of 

Libya, Tripoli was captured in an overwhelming show of force by the opposition 

forces which were earlier referred to as rebel forces (Ogunmade, 2011 :20). 

From this background, it is logical to argue that the people of Libya had been 

completely dissatisfied with the situation on the ground and were left with no choice 

other than to seek regime change. However, the change of government in Libya was 

not a happenstance or not a sudden development as certain fundamental factors 

actually triggered the upheaval and these issues will be further discussed in the main 

di sse rtatio n. 



1.1 Statement of the Problem 

The Arab World , of which Libya is part, had been under undemocratic governments 

until the uprising without deliberate efforts by their rulers to allow participation in 

governance by their citizens, not to talk of comprehensive reforms which would 

assuage or address the peoples socio-economic and political needs that will 

guarantee fundamental human rights through the entrenchment of the rule of law. 

Suffice to mention that, the protest which initially was peaceful turned violent when 

government security agents began a massive crackdown on the people, leading to 

high death toll. 

Hence, the problem being researched is the fact that the intolerable conditions that 

people experienced may have directly or indirectly ignited the uprising in Libya. From 

a cautious reading and assessment of the Libyan crisis, the intolerable hardship 

unleashed by the regime of Qaddafi is arguably a result of the factors highlighted 

below:-

• Widespread discontentment on the part of the peoples or publics resulting 

from lack of representative democracy which would have afforded the people 

the opportunity to participate in government, 

• Tyrannical, oppressive, dictatorial mode of governance which didn 't permit 

dissension , freedom and expression of rights, 

• Allegation of high level corruption on the part of government; 

• Economic decline and the resultant poverty in the midst of plenty; 

• Gross unemployment on the part of a large percentage of educated but 

dissatisfied youth within the population , etc. (Wolfram, 2001 :2). 

On the basis of this, this study observes that the Libyan revolt has not been 

adequately researched about the ro le of opposition , thereby providing a justification 

for this study. 

------



1.2 Aim and Objectives of the Study 

As a consequence of the problems highlighted above, this study aims to locate the 

role played by the opposition forces in the entire operation and activities which led to 

the downfall of the regime of the late Muammar Qaddafi. To achieve this, th is 

research will pursue the following set of objectives: 

• Explore the causes of the uprising in Libya which culminated in the removal of 

Muammar Qaddafi and consequently a regime change; 

• Examine the role of external forces in the execution of the regime change in 

Libya; 

• Examine the reaction of Qaddafi 's government to a peaceful protest and its 

consequences: 

• Examine the post-uprising events, especially following the fall of Qaddafi 's 

government and subsequent attempt to offer recommendations on the impact 

of the uprising in Libya , not only for Libyans but also for the other countries in 

the international system, whether a pro-or anti-Qaddafi style of government. 

1.3 Significance of the Study 

The significance of this research is that, at the conclusion of the exercise, a fresh 

perspective in the analysis of the Libyan revolt will emerge and will contribute to an 

academic understanding of why the uprising took place in Libya . 

The study will also point to policy alternatives for African countries on how to contain 

repressive governments within the continent. Another perspective in respect of the 

significance of this study is that this study intends to canvass the possibility of a 

better, peaceful and non-violent approach to the resolution of the cri sis in Libya 

which would have the tendency to offer a win-win situation to the people of Libya. 

After all, Libya as a country belongs to the Libyans. 

Finally, it is hoped that this study will be a contribution to conflict resolution 

mechanisms in an embattled continent. 

-------- ·--· - - ·----



1.4 Research Questions 

In this sub-section, certain research questions arising from the Libyan revolt will be 

asked as they are relevant to the study. Such questions include the following :-

• What were the causes of the uprising in Libya? 

• What was the role of opposition forces in the regime change in Libya? 

• How did the ousted Libyan government react to the uprising? 

• Why did the Qaddafi regime react to a peaceful protest the way it did? 

• To what extent did the external forces assist or contribute in ensuring regime 

change in Libya? 

• Were the outcomes of the uprising in line with the objectives of the Opposition 

forces? 

• What recommendations/conclusions can be put forward in regard to the 

uprising? 

1.5 Research Methodology 

This research hopes to examine the role of opposition forces in regime change or 

replacement with particular focus on Libya , a prominent Arab country. We note that 

the change of government in Libya was a result of what is generally described as the 

Arab Spring, or Arab Rebellion or Arab Revolution characterized by a wave of 

protests, demonstrations and subsequently armed conflicts. The methodology or 

research design to be adopted for th is study is the qualitative research model. 

This method is considered appropriate for this inquiry in view of its relevance to the 

objectives of this study. Accord ing to Maree (2007: 78), the qualitative research 

model is based on a naturalistic approach that seeks to understand "phenomena in 

context (or real-world setting) and , in general , the researcher does not attempt to 

manipulate the phenomenon of interest. In other words , research is carried out in 

real-life situations and not in an experimental (test-retest) situation". Further still, it is 

the view of Maree (2007:78) that qualitative research methodology is concerned with 



understanding the processes and social and cultural contexts which underlie various 

behavioural patterns and is mostly concerned with exploring the "why" questions of 

research . With particular reference to this study, a qualitative design approach will be 

used to address the "why" questions re lating to the Libyan cris is. 

Related to the above, the focus of qualitative research method in the view of 

Creswell (2009:145), is that qualitative research method is a means for exploring and 

understanding the meaning individuals or groups ascribe to a human problem 

whereby the role of research involves emerging questions and procedures, data 

typically collected in the participants setting, data analysis inductively build ing from 

particulars to general themes, and the researcher making interpretations of the 

meaning of the data. 

In general terms, what distinguishes qualitative research method from other methods 

is that its collectable data are mostly expressed using words. It can also be 

described as interpretive and humanistic as it seeks to discover the internal meaning 

from the respondents or interviewees by exploring issues under study beyond the 

standard responses such as yes or no, especially in the case of a questionnaire. 

The need for the use of a questionnaire for this study has arisen in view of the fact 

that some of the potential respondents may feel reluctant to discuss issues relating 

to the study matter because of its sensitivity, and so a questionnaire ensures 

anonymity. Apart from this situation, due to the nature of the geographica l locations 

of the targeted respondents, the researcher is only enabled to visit the potential 

respondents to administer the carefully designed questionnaire. 

1.5.1 Selection of Sample 

In deciding the size of the sample to be focused on in th is study, certain factors will 

be considered. Significantly, the researcher shall ensure that the sample is relatively 

representative enough to provide a reasonable measure of validity to the find ings 

being sought by the researcher. The other consideration wil l be that the sample 

drawn from the population shall not be too large to pose analytica l challenges when 

analysing relevant data. For this study, the target audience shall be about one 

hundred (100) participants, to be drawn from the Libyan Embassy in South Africa , 

the Embassies of Nigeria, United States, Zimbabwe, Turkey, the South African 



Institute for International Affairs, all based in Pretoria. In addition, contacts will be 

made with the Institute of Security Studies (ISS) and the Institute for Global Dialogue 

(IGD), which are reputed to possess expert knowledge in global issues especially as 

they relate to security, peace, good governance and the rule of law. Significantly, 

data collectable from the two institutes will no doubt create a basis for balance and 

objectivity for the study. This study will employ both interview and questionnaire 

methods. of gathering the requisite information, as the two approaches will 

complement each other. It is relevant to state that the researcher will conduct 

interviews with about 20% of the targeted participants, while the designed 

questionnaire will be administered to the remaining 80%. 

1.5.2 Data Collection and Analysis 

Given the nature of this research work therefore , the data envisaged for analysis in 

this study shall be obtained largely from both primary and secondary sources. 

• Primary Sources: These will include interviews with designated 

Libyan Government officials, at their Embassy in South Africa , and also of the other 

Embassies as highlighted in the preceding section on selection of sample. The 

essence of this is that interview method of data collection is of considerable utility in 

generating first-hand information on a subject such as this in social science 

research. 

It is the intention of this researcher to employ the use of an open-ended and 

unstructured interview technique in order to elicit robust, incisive and illuminating 

opinion and comments on the issue involved in the Libyan debacle from those to be 

interviewed. Apart from the use of interview, this researcher shall administer a 

carefully designed questionnaire which will synthesise the basic issues involved in 

the Libyan revolt, in both open-ended and closed-ended format. The use of 

questionnaire will serve as a complement to the interview method to be used; hence 

the questionnaire questions will be designed to be qualitatively thematica. 

• Secondary Sources: These will include special publ ications, period icals, 

journals, and newspapers and internet sources such as Google, a search engine (a 

social media) etc. 



Additionally, th is study shall seek comments from scholars and academicians based 

in the North-West University, Mafikeng Campus (to be randomly selected) on the 

upheaval in Libya. Participants will be informed that the exercise is voluntary and will 

be assured that the report or find ings related to the research endeavour would be 

made available to them. 

1.5.3 Data Analysis Format 

In the opinion of Maree (2010:78), qualitative data analysis is based on an 

interpretative philosophy that is aimed at examining meaningful and symbolic content 

of qualitative data collected. In other words, this form of analysis tries to establish 

how participants make meaning of a specific phenomenon by analysing their 

perceptions, attitudes, understanding , knowledge, values, feelings and experiences, 

in an attempt to approximate their construction of the phenomenon. 

In specific terms, the method of analysis for this work is content analysis, which by 

definition , refers to an approach that identifies and summarises message content. 

According to Maree (2010:83), content analysis as a term refers to the analysis of 

such materials as books, brochures, written documents, transcripts , news reports , 

visual media , etc. The use of content analysis is often applied by researchers 

especially when analysing responses to open-ended questions on surveys, 

interviews and questionnaires, which form the data gathering techniques that sha ll 

be employed by this work. This method shall assist to find out through analysis , the 

role played by opposition forces in regime change in Libya which is the focus of 

study. 

For this study, data collected through interviews, recorded in field notes where 

responses by interviewees are collected, shall be coded , and this wil l involve 

marking the segments of data with symbols, descriptive words or by unique 

identifying names as may be found analysable. Data generated th rough a 

questionnaire shall also be sorted thematically and then categorised on the basis of 

preponderance of participants opinions and comments. 



1.6 Definition of Terms 

In this study, efforts will be made to define operational concepts or terms which may 

be used to guarantee adequate clarifications. This is necessary to guarantee to 

every potential reader of this research work an easy understanding while reading. 

Besides, any other terms or concepts used in the course of analysis in th is study that 

border on language, given the fact that Arabic is the official language used in Libya , 

shall also be properly defined for quick assimilation and understanding . 

1.7 Limitation 

It has to be emphasised that the official language of the Libyans is Arabic, whereas, 

this research is conducted in the English language. This situation is unavoidably a 

challenge because this researcher might not be enabled to travel to Libya for 

information hence, this may be confined to organisations, bodies etc, that conduct 

their links in English language in South Africa. 

1.8 Ethical Considerations 

In this study, the researcher shall be mindful of the need to protect the identities of 

potential participants that shall be contacted for information which this study will 

require for analysis; hence, the researcher shall ensure that they are not hurt or 

harmed in any way as a result of information supplied. In other words, th is study 

shall strictly operate within ethical guidelines to protect the integrity of every 

identifiable respondent who shall be informed that their participation is voluntary and 

that they could withdraw at any stage. Any of the potential participants who wishes to 

be anonymous shall be so treated. 

The last chapter of this research work shall consist of my fi ndings, and 

recommendations. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

2.0 Theoretical Framework/Literature Review 

2.1 Introduction 

In this chapter, the study sets out to present analytically the conceptual framework 

which could serve as a platform for seeking to change or dislodge a government, 

especially when it is considered to have abused governance, as propounded by 

scholars. This is followed by a review of scholars' inquiries and investigations on the 

uprisings that swept through the Arab countries in year 2011, which is 

euphemistically referred to as the Arab Spring. The chapter also contains relevant 

information on the geopolitical structure of the Libyan nation, as well as the role of 

social media which is acknowledged to have served as a potent tool of mobilisation 

and organisation of demonstrators and protesters in the uprisings. Other issues 

considered in this section include examination of the role played by external forces 

and the attendant criticisms that ensued. 

2.2 Theoretical Framework 

As clearly expressed by Thomas Jefferson, in the American Declaration of 

Independence (1776), (Heywood, 1992:42) "that when government becomes 

absolutist despotism, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it". The implication 

of this expression lies in the fact that relative to the principle of democracy, power 

belongs to the people. In other words, when a government is not concerned about 

the wellbeing of the people over whom it is exercising authority, such government 

stands the risk of being replaced. 

With this background, this study intends to explore an appropriate theoretical 

justification upon which the demand for a regime change in Libya can be premised. 

In doing this, the concept of democracy as a form of pol itical system and the inherent 

characteristics associated with it that portray it as a fashionable system of 

governance, will be examined as conceived by a few theorists. 

As noted by Wadsworth (2006:65), one of the oldest, or classica l, models is that of 

direct democracy, which in Ancient Greece encompassed a small city-state, Athens 



in which citizens, particularly all those entitled to vote , participate directly in political 

deliberations and decision-making. 

Implicit in this model is the fact that, going by the geographical entity called the 

Greek city-state , every one, perhaps all the male adults did not only vote but also 

were involved in running the government. This was evidently possible in view of the 

small size of the state then. In the course of time, another model of democracy 

sprung up called the republic, which in the view of Wadsworth (2000: 65), is a form 

of limited democracy more suitable to a large state and pioneered by the Romans in 

ancient times. 

At these times, governance in the Roman Republic was characterised by elections 

and representative bodies, but was not really democratic when compared with 

practice in contemporary times. By way of improvement, the liberal democracy 

model developed and the focus is on political equality and individual liberties and in 

which the polity is seen as a highly competitive marketplace of ideas and interests. 

The liberal school of thought draws strength from the social contract theory 

developed by seventeenth century writers such as Thomas Hobbes and John Locke. 

Both Hobbes and Locke had constructed a picture of what life had been like before 

government was formed, in a stateless society or what they called a state of nature, 

where according to Hobbes, human life was solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short, 

(Heywood, 2007:37). Consequent upon this situation therefore , rational individuals 

would enter into an agreement or a social contract to establish a sovereign 

government without which orderly and stable life would be impossible. 

Stressed further, the social contact theory contains two important liberal attitudes 

towards the state in particular and political authority in general, (Heywood , 2007:37). 

In the first instance, it suggests that political authority comes from below, implying 

that the state is created by individuals and for individuals, and that the state exists in 

order to serve the needs and interests of the people. Moreover, government arises 

out of agreement, or consent of the governed. This implies that citizens do not have 

to obey all laws especially if those laws are hurting , or accept any form of 

government. If therefore, government is based on a contract, made by the governed , 

government itself may break the terms of this contract, and when the legitimacy of 

government evaporates, the people have the right of rebellion. 



Another theory of democracy which was advanced by Schumpeter (1942:6-7), is that 

which he described as Classical theory of democracy. By this theory, democracy is 

defined in terms of the will of the people (source) and the common good (purpose). 

However, according to Schumpeter, when democracy is defined as in the above, 

serious problems of ambiguity and imprecision unavoidably arise. This is because, in 

some other governmental systems, people become leaders by reason of birth, lot, 

wealth, violence, co-option, learning, appointment, or examination. He then contends 

that the central procedure of democracy is the selection of leaders through 

competitive elections by the people they govern. 

A glance at the various interpretations of the concept of democracy suggest that as 

political system, democracy requires not just the active participation of the people in 

how they are governed, but also that the peoples input in terms of decision making is 

crucial. Hence, the underlining seemingly valid proposition about democracy is that 

when government is no longer meeting the needs of the people and contending with 

the crisis of legitimacy, the people have what Thomas Jefferson described 

"inalienable" rights to rebellion. 

This view of democracy seems to be useful in providing a reliable platform for the 

uprising in the Arab world in general, and more importantly in Libya where the major 

slogan of the demonstrators was that "the people wanted to bring down the regime" 

and nothing more, without giving consideration to its aftermath. 

Already, the situation was that a lot of destruction had occurred which would in the 

final analysis require a complete program of reconstruction and rebuilding of the 

Libyan society. Using the above theory of social contract as a basis for a regime 

change in Libya will undoubtedly provoke the question: was the late Muammar 

Qaddafi regime elected or installed democratically? The answer is no because it is 

recalled that the late Qaddafi came to power having led a group of young Libyan 

military officers against King Idris I in a bloodless coup d'etat on 1st September 

1969. 

From time immemorial and till the contemporary international system, autocratic 

leaders have not willingly abdicated the seat of power except through any of these 

ways viz; death, assassination or rebellion as witnessed in some countries in the 



present day Arab world of which Libya is part. Suffice to mention that in the context 

of the Arab world , perpetual reign or sit-tight syndrome was and is sti ll 

commonplace, and such is strongly guarded and maintained by oppression and 

intolerance to opposition. 

2.3 LITERATURE REVIEW 

The preoccupation of this study in this section will be to examine research works by 

some scholars on the revolution in the Arab world with the view to offering a credible 

platform for a fresh inquiry into the upheaval that engulfed the Arab world , but with 

particular reference to the regime change in Libya. However, this researcher wishes 

to point out that owing to the currency of the democratic wave which is still on going 

at least with Syria as case in point, this research inquiry will focus on published 

papers in scholarly journals, papers presented at workshops, articles p·ublished in 

quality magazines and newspapers and also papers posted on the internet. 

A relevant starting point will be to state without equivocation that the revolutionary 

wave that swept through the Arab world from December 2010 to date is a very 

recent phenomenon. This has become necessary in order to support a claim that 

much of the write ups that has emerged on the Arab imbroglio and the arguments 

canvassed by scholars may be contestable since the aftermath of the revolution may 

not be determined with precision. 

In the view of Chigbo (2011 :1 ), the revolution this time around seems to be quite 

contagious if not infectious as reverberations from affected countries are sent to the 

entire political landscape of the region , hence one does not know where all these will 

ultimately end or inexorably lead to in relation to the socio-economic and pol itical 

dynamics of this vital but perplexingly volatile region. 

On the possible causes of the Libyan revolution , Chigbo (2011 :2) is of the opinion 

that the following factors appear prominent viz; repression and lack of universally 

recognised democratic and fundamental civil rights consistent with innate human 

aspirations and yearning to be free and more importantly that the late dictator, 

Muammar Qaddafi had stayed too long having perpetuated himself in power more 

than such issues of economic impoverishment and deprivations of Libyan people as 

in Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen. 



This position by Chigbo can be buttressed by the fact that the late dictator actually 

ruled for a period of over forty two ( 42) years, with the speculation that he had even 

converted rulership in Libya into a family affair whereby one of his sons had been 

pencilled in to succeed him. Chigbo then contends that the Libyan nationals were 

indeed desperate for a change of government. At the level of analysis, Chigbo's 

position is purely descriptive. 

This is so given the fact that Chigbo has relied very extensively on reports of 

happenings in the Arab world , and with particular focus on Libya. While this position 

is credible, it suffers the weakness of not digging deeply enough to unravel the major 

causes of the Libyan crisis. Besides, Chigbo also clearly expressed uncertainty 

about the ultimate end of the Libyan crisis depicting the fact that his write up was 

done before the fall of Qaddafi . Consequently, Chigbo's paper is limited by the turn 

of events which culminated in the death of Qaddafi. All these inadequacies will 

readily be addressed by this research work. 

For Yorn (2005:15), opposition forces in the Arab world represent a vital ingredient of 

the civil society which collectively mobilized for the purpose of toppling any form of 

authoritarian regime. In his view, the notion of civil society emerged in Western 

Social Science as the cold war ended , when Comparative Scientists borrowed the 

concept from European History in order to explain the on-going wave of democracy 

across the Arab world. 

In this respect, some scholars have erroneously claimed "no civil society, no 

democratisation". Still on the impact of civil society as a catalyst to provoke 

democratic wind , Yorn (2005:15) opines that under conditions of authoritarian rule , 

an energetic associational life-comprising independent, voluntary organisation 

distinct from the state, the economy and family- can trigger democratic transition by 

challenging autocratic leaders and forcing the state to accept liberal reforms. 

In this sequence, years of official repression by the authoritarian state will 

inescapably provoke spontaneous bouts of political activism among civil groups, who 

as a consequence organise mass resistance against the regime. Additionally, it is 

the view of Yorn (2005:14), that vigorous activism can generate a democratic reg ime. 

He reveals that since the early 1990s, and particularly since September 11 , 2001, 

western observers have embraced civil society groups or organisations, strongly 



strengthened by a constellation of other active and vibrant facets of opposition 

forces, as a precondition for democratic transition in the Arab states of the Middle 

East and especially North Africa. 

Further still , Yorn (2005:14) contends that western scholars, development agencies 

and policy makers are strongly of the opinion that if the civil society collaboration with 

other anti-government groups in the Arab world continues to mount unceasing 

pressure on their authoritarian governments for meaningful reforms, then political 

transformation will ripple throughout the region. This lends credence to the fact that if 

not for the wide-spread turbulence that resulted in regime change especially in the 

three (3) North African states namely Tunisia, Egypt and Libya, it was never 

envisaged that the opposition forces involving the civil society could serve as a 

fundamental prerequisite of democratisation. 

While this research exercise acknowledges the contribution of Yorn on the role of 

civil society, which complemented the role of opposition forces, it must be 

established that Yam's paper is inadequate to the extent that his work did not 

reckon with the possibility and the actual intervention of external forces, especially at 

the level of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), coupled with the role of the 

Arab League, and the eventual military campaign by the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organisation (NATO), following the adoption by UNSC Resolution 1973. It will be 

recalled that the Resolution authorised member states to take all necessary 

measures to protect civilians under threat of attack in the country, (UNSC Report, 

2004:62). 

At this point, it must be emphasised that the external intervention as mentioned in 

the above has, on its own, raised several questions especially among scholars on 

the one hand, and among the publics of some countries, particularly those with 

religious affiliation with the Arab world on the other hand. In this context therefore, 

this work shall fill the vacuum that results from non-recognition of the role of external 

intervention by scholars who have carried out research exercises on the wave of 

uprising in the Arab world. 

On the persistence of Arab Authoritarianism and prospects for democratisation, 

Makdisi (2011 :2) raised the question of whether the Egyptian and Tunisia revolutions 

will lead to consolidated democracies or whether the states will just remain 



autocracies with some cosmetic reforms. By further analysis , the ongoing question 

seems to be interested on what shall, and would become of the Arab world after the 

upheaval. Indeed a lot of concern has been expressed in this respect especially by 

scholars of the region and outside of it as to the aftermath of the revolution that has 

engulfed the Arab countries. 

This concern by Makdisi, even though plausible, is nonethel~ss invalid. This is 

because shortly after the ousting of President Ben Ali, the entire cabinet upon which 

he was the head was completely dissolved thus giving way to a new leadership 

which subsequently organised what is referred to as a post-revolution election to 

elect re·presentatives into a Constituent Assembly. 

This development was in doubt in the opinion of Makdisi, and therefore represents 

an important perspective which this researcher shall mention in his work. The 

position by Makdisi will however be acknowledged on the basis that it presents an 

opportunity to seek inquiry into what becomes of the upheaval in the troubled Arab 

region which is the essence of this research. In his contribution to literature on the 

Arab Revolution, Marktanner (2011 :3), focused on the economic causes of the Arab 

Spring and remarked that it would be wrong to look at the last five to ten years, 

because the current economic problems faced by the Arab countries are far more 

deep-rooted. He contends that since independence of the states, there has been a 

mal-functioning form of socialism, as Arab socialism only worked because 

consumption was subsidised by oil-income. 

Unfortunately, in the Arab world , no real economic reforms have taken place. While 

comparing the Arab world's uprising to the 1989 wave of revolution in Central and 

Eastern Europe, Marktanner (2011 :3) submitted that Socialism as a socio-political 

system was not imposed by the Soviets, but that it only developed after imperial rule . 

After the 1980s, political regimes were as malfunctioning in the Arab world as in 

Central and Eastern Europe. 

While economic reforms were introduced along with political reforms in Eastern 

Europe, for the Arab countries, political reforms were conspicuously missing. 

Marktanner(ibid), then concluded that one of the reasons for that situation was 

probably the missing international pressure . This position by this scholar sounds 

relevant in explaining why there seems to be a low propensity for democratisation in 



the Arab, but more with power conservation which led to increasing corruption and , 

consequently, ignited resentment which triggered the rebellion . 

In a research work by Handi (1999:73), opposition forces when organized in form of 

social movements make a difference, even in authoritarian Arab regimes, especially 

when they are effectively organized for collective action. Such movements are 

endowed with what is referred to as political capital that gives them influence over 

public policy. For example in Egypt, the pace of dismantling the ramshackle welfare 

state put in place by Nasser was slowed down due to the opposition of organized 

professional syndicates and labour force , even though it was -and is- hopefully 

disorganized and for the main part cowed by the state. In many Arab (and even 

Middle Eastern) countries, it is apparent that cultural and social life shifts towards 

embracing orthodox Islamic values in both public and private spaces. 

As regimes intentionally and deliberately have forsaken the task of providing 

systemic educational and employment opportunities to their constituents, the 

educational system has become an avenue for a large percentage of the rural and 

urban poor seeking social and cultural advancement. Though first introduced as an 

ideological fig leaf for authoritarian and corrupt regimes in the Middle East, the long

term consequence of lslamisation was to publicise Islam in these countries and 

reinforce the trend towards religious fanaticism and sectarianism. 

Therefore, it is the sorrow of Arab societies in the last few decades that a work of 

literature or art can engender and turn the entire state upside down. The assumption 

of a coherent civil society, moving democratization would be fruitful only if the 

constellation of civil and social movements corroborates this process (White, 

1994:68). With the full articulation of the new social movements, the transformation 

towards self-limiting democracy can be accomplished in many Arab States. 

Advancing further on the prominence of opposition fo rces or Civil Society groups in 

the Arab world , it is pertinent to mention that, according to Carnegie, that schola rs in 

the United States who have carried out some studies on the Middle East began to 

devote a great deal of attention to the ro le of opposition forces as the source of Arab 

democratization . Even though, the academic interest in this endeavour may have 

subsided , a foundation has al ready been laid for the spread of the impact of Civil 

Society to mainstream Policy Makers , Aid Donors, Democracy-aid Givers and Med ia 



Practitioners. The consequence of this development is that these Civil Society 

enthusiasts began to interpret the proliferation of civil society organizations across 

the region as a harbinger of democratization. Still on the phenomenon of Opposition 

forces or Civil Society as capable of igniting upheaval and possibly culminate in a 

regime change, the view of Cohen and Arato (1992:68), is applicable in this 

discourse. 

According to them, the terms "Opposition Forces" or "Civil Society" can be taken to 

be the sphere of voluntary associations and public communication necessary and 

essential to avoid the dangers of radical democratic fundamentalism and apologetic 

liberalism. In a general sense, Opposition Forces as a concept can be commonly 

taken to consist of those non-governmental civic institutions - such as houses of 

worship, family, clubs, guilds, professional groups, other interest groups and 

communal voluntary organizations etc. - that lie between the body politic of the state 

and the people within its territory. These prolific networks simultaneously function as 

the context whereby citizens communicate with the authority, and more importantly, 

they protect them from political misdeeds. 

In conclusion , it can be argued that, within any given political entity that has 

leadership, whether dictatorial, iron-fisted, oppressive, tyrannical or weak, the 

possibility of such being replaced at its height of despotic rule is a matter of time. 

This is because people who constitute every community, no matter how 

homogeneous they may be, naturally possess diverse interests, opinions and value 

systems on how they are governed. 

By extension therefore, if the government in place does not take cognizance of such 

with the view to accommodating the differing aspirations, a sudden collective 

revulsion by the people will, no doubt, constitute a credible threat to the government 

and may eventually bring down such a government as recent experience in the Arab 

world has demonstrated. 

Dibeh (2011 :4-5) in his commentary on the Arab revolution compared the spreading 

of the revolutions and uprisings to the wave of independence in the 1950s Arab 

world, the 1848 European revolutionary wave as well as to the 1989 movements in 

Eastern Europe. In his submission, the challenges are as diverse as the countries 



where the demonstrations took place, implying that they happened in resource rich 

and resource poor as well as in labour rich and labour poor countries. 

In the opinion of Dibeh (2011 :5), there has been stagnation of the Gross Domestic 

Production (GDP) and of technological progress in the Arab world so that the region 

stayed outside the club of success stories and modernisation. This situation has then 

resulted in high youth unemployment and unequal distribution of wealth, thereby 

compelling him to ask rhetorically, how the Arab people's aspirations can be 

satisfied. 

In response, he identified these issues as a recipe viz; freedom, social justice, 

redistribution and equity. While the submission of Dibeh is admissible and 

academically acceptable, its comparative perspective on the Arab spring and similar 

uprising especially in Europe does not sufficiently explain what led to the upheaval. 

As noted under the section of statement of problems, there were other very 

arguable causes of the turmoil which led the publ ics of the respective countries to 

seek regime change. Besides, the toppled leaders had actually overstayed and there 

was the unanimity of desire that the dictators should leave the stage. All these will be 

covered by this work and makes it significant. 

It can be noted from the above perspectives on Arab revolution in general that 

nationals of any geographical entity would be prepared to risk going to war especially 

when they are not allowed to express their rights, denied freedom, made to suffer 

economic deprivations and all other welfare-related issues. The Libyans in this 

respect are not exempted from pushing for either comprehensive reforms which 

guarantee for them a good life or take steps to replace any regime which they 

consider to be working against their socio-economic and political aspirations. 

On criticism of the role of the United Nations by a spectrum of scholars in the 

international community, this research intends to examine the propriety or otherwise 

of such dimension. This will be achieved by taking a glimpse into the recent past in 

the international system and such will assist to put this effort in clear perspective. It 

will be recalled that following the tragedies in Rwanda and Kosovo in the 1990s, (UN 

Web Services, 2012: 1 ), the international community began to seriously debate how 

to react effectively when the rights of citizens are grossly and systematically violated . 



The question at the heart of the matter was whether States have unconditional 

sovereignty over their affairs or whether the international community has the right to 

intervene in a country for humanitarian purposes. 

Owing to the failures of the United Nations Security Council to act in a decisive 

manner in both the Rwanda and Kosovo crisis, which left in its wake an 

indescribable magnitude of carnage and destruction in the respective countries, the 

then Secretary General of the United Nations, Kofi Annan put forward a challenge to 

Member States thus "If humanitarian intervention is, indeed, an unacceptable assault 

on sovereignty, how should we respond to a Rwanda , to a Srebrenica, to gross and 

systemic violation of human rights that offend every precept of our common 

humanity" (UN Web Services,2012:1 ). 

As a fol low-up to this challenge, the Canadian government, in December 2001 , set 

up an International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty (ICISS) which 

subsequently delivered a report wherein it was defined that Sovereignty not only 

gave a State the right to contro l its affairs , it also conferred on a State the primary 

responsibility for protecting the people within its borders (UN Web Services, 2012: 1 ). 

It then clearly proposed that when a State fails to protect its people, either through 

lack of abil ity or a lack of willingness, the responsibility shifts to the international 

community. In 2004, Kofi Annan set up a High-Level Panel on Threats, Chal lenges 

and Change which endorsed the emerging norm of a responsibility to protect, often 

ca lled "R2P", stating that there is a collective international responsibility, exercisable 

by the Security Council authorising military intervention as a last resort, in the event 

of genocide and other large scale killings, ethnic cleansing and serious violations of 

humanitarian law which sovereign governments have proved powerless or unwil ling 

to prevent. 

The Panel however, gave conditions that would legitimise the authorisation of the 

use of force by the United Nations Security council which are as follows: 

Seriousness of the threat; such action must be a last resort, and the proportionality 

of the response (Report of Secretary-General High-Level Panel, 2004:62). 

Relating the above scenario to the Libyan situation therefore where there were 

confirmed reports of widespread and systemic attacks against the civi lian population 



by the reg ime of Muammar Qaddafi , the Security Council on 26 February 2011 , 

unanimously adopted resolution 1970, making explicit reference to the responsibility 

to protect, thereby condemning what it called gross and systemic violation of human 

rights in strife-torn Libya. The Security Council then demanded an end to the 

violence recalling the Libyan authority's responsibility to protect its population, and 

imposed a series of international sanctions, including a No-Fly Zone over the whole 

of Libya. 

To further concretize its actions on the Libyan government which until then 

adamantly refused to ceasefire, the Security Council adopted resolution 1973 which 

authorized member states to take all necessary measures to protect civi lians under 

threat of attack in the country, while excluding a foreign occupation force of any form 

on any part of Libyan territory. With the continued carnage therefore , and acting on 

the resolution , the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) planes started striking 

at Qaddafi 's forces leading to the fall of the capital city, Tripoli in August, and the 

death of Qaddafi in October 2011 which consequently brought about the regime 

change, thus marking the end of an era . 

Expectedly, the intervention by the Security Nations as an external body in Libyan 

crisis generated heated arguments which bordered on the principle of sovereignty of 

nationhood . While some, predominantly in the countries where the Muslim 

population is strong , argue that such intervention was an extension of western 

imperialism especially on the part of the United States of America and its traditional 

allies including Britain and France, predicated on the need to safeguard their interest 

in the area of energy supply, certain others contend that it is against the principle of 

sovereignty of nation state as enshrined in the charter of the United Nations. 

However, it must be noted that the impetus for creating the No-Fly-Zone (NFZ) had 

original ly emanated not from the Security Council , but from the League of Arab 

States (LAS), which had , in the words of the Security Council itself, decided to call 

for the imposition of a no-fly zone on Libyan people and foreign nationals residing in 

Libya. The other aspect of the argument is that why the Security Council had not 

taken similar action with respect to Syria which is viciously engrossed in civil war. To 

this question, Krever (2012: 1) argues that tensions between Russia and the other 

permanent members of the Security Counci l such as China have always been a 



factor. In Russia 's view, NATO overstepped the Security Council's mandate in Libya, 

and consequently, they fear similar mistake being made in Syria. While Western 

diplomats insist that they have not proposed an action approaching military 

intervention, Russia insists that the crisis should be solved internally. 

While this logjam persists, the level of carnage in Syria keeps increasing and the 

death toll rising. A distressing aspect about the Syrian debacle is that Kofi Annan, 

the UN-Arab league envoy charged with the responsibility of negotiating a ceasefire 

has formally resigned his appointment presumably owing to frustration over lack of 

progress in resolving the Syrian imbroglio. Both sides in the conflagration in Syria 

are busy causing havoc and destruction of unimaginable magnitude while the world 

watches with bated breath. 

However, this study hopes to be able to make relevant suggestions about an 

acceptable direction to follow in resolving the Syrian logjam as it addresses the 

Libyan situation. 

2.4 Geopolitical and Social Structureof Libya 

The state known today as Libya is said to have existed within its current borders 

since December 1951 (Chitty, 2012). The name of the country was said to have 

been changed several times during Qaddafi's tenure as the leader. At first, the name 

was the Libyan Arab Republic. In 1977, the name was changed to Socialist People's 

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. 

The word Jamahiriya is a term reportedly coined by Qaddafi himself, translated as 

"state of the Masses" (Chitty, 2012). In 1986, the country was renamed the Great 

Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. What this scenario portends was a 

country under the tight grip of Muammar Qaddafi, as his regime was said not to 

tolerate opposition . 

Additionally, the history and patterns of border configuration in Libya have often been 

contingent on the geopolitical goals of external powers. In other words, Libya as a 

statecan be regarded as a product of a complex array of divisions, subdivisions and 

reunifications, arguably beginning with the Greeks, later invaded and controlled by 

the Romans, Italians and finally the British , in that order. Libya was invaded by the 

Arabs. 



The Italians, who came to Libya with the geopolitical ambition of creating a fourth 

shore for their relatively young state, immediately began to establish the instruments 

of colonial power. According to Vandewalle (2006), Italians found that despite Libya's 

cartographic integrity, much of the eastern region was under the control of Ahmed 

Sharif as-Senussi, a charismatic religious leader and figurehead of the Senussi order 

of Sufi Islam. In the aftermath of a series of uprisings against the new Italian 

government, the Italians formally divided the colony into two separate 

administrations, resulting in Italian Tripolitania in the West and Italian Cyrenaica in 

the east. 

By 1929, the Italians had gained full control of the majority of the Cyrenaica 

hinterland, and subsequently unified Tripoli and Cyrenaica into a single colonial 

province. About five years later, Libya was divided into the latter day Pentapolis of 

Tripoli, Misurata , Benghazi, Derna and Fezzan. However, following the defeat of Italy 

in the Second World War, the 1951 enactment of a United Nations Resolution 

specified that Libya, comprising Cyrenaica, Tripolitania and the Fezzan should be 

constituted an independent and sovereign state. 

Meanwhile, the question of Libya's future had become a difficult issue due to the 

varying geopolitical aspirations of the "invaders" notably, the Italians, the British and 

the Arabs. However, this situation is not within the purview of this study. What is 

nonetheless relevant for this inquiry is that the present day Libya, like several other 

countries in Africa, is beset with what can be described as an intractable geopolitical 

and social malaise which evolved from forceful amalgamation of differing peoples 

and clans by colonisers and invaders. The fallout of this forceful integration of 

different tribes, has undoubtedly led to a situation of clannish contest for power as 

witnessed in Libya, and in other countries in Africa. 

2.5 Role of Social Media as a tool of coordination in the Libyan revolt 

In evaluating the impact of social media on the Arab uprising, it is relevant to 

acknowledge that the belief is rife that such phenomenon (social media) consisting of 

Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, among others, facilitated what is generally referred to 

as the Arab Spring , and the resultant regime change In countries such as Tunisia, 

Egypt, Yemen and Libya, which is the focus of this study. 



As noted by a scholar, (Kassim, 2012), public information supplied or made available 

by social networking websites has played an important role during modern-day 

activism, specifically as it pertains to the Arab Spring. He revealed further that, 

particularly in the Arab countries, a large number of activists - including protesters, 

demonstrators, rioters- who played crucial roles in the Arab uprising used social 

networking as a key tool in expressing their thoughts concerning unjust acts 

committed by the government. 

The effectiveness of the use of social media as observed in the Arab revolution , and 

particularly in Libya, was clearly manifest in the sense that its deployment effectively 

facilitated the mobilisation and organisation of demonstrators and communication 

among others, thus making Arab civilians become aware of the underground 

communities that exist and are made up of their brothers and others willing to listen 

to their stories. This is in addition to the fact that it significantly raised the level of 

consciousness of the people in the face of attempts at repression. 

By illustration, (Kassim 2012), noted thus - "we use Facebook to schedule the 

protests, we use Twitter to coordinate and YouTube to tell the world". 

A fallout of the above scenario is a reality that globalisation, with its resultant 

advancement in communication technology, has brought to the fore the fact that, 

happenings within countries that make up the international system, have the 

potential to instigate or inspire activism elsewhere. In other words, occurrences in 

one country are capable of causing reverberations in another through the use of 

social media , which is a relatively new invention in communication technology. 

2.6 Examination of the role of External Forces such as the Arab League and 

the United Nations Security Council 

The intervention of external forces , including the League of Arab States (LAS) and 

the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) in the Libyan crisis has been a subject 

of intense debate, especially among scholars, in diverse fields. However, the 

differing positions held by scholars , commentators, as wel l as analysts, appear to 

have been coloured by re ligious incl inations. While th is study has taken note of this 

scenario, it wi ll only attempt to provide analytical information as obtained from 



research and inquiry for the purpose of objectivity in the analysis of the intervention, 

especially at the level of the United Nations. 

It is argued that the breakthrough by demonstrators in both Tunisia and Egypt, 

resulting in regime change, may have inspired the Libyan to commence theirs on 

February 17 2011. On June 27, the International Criminal Court (ICC) issued an 

arrest warrant against Qaddafi , with allegations that he was involved in planning and 

implementing "a policy of widespread and systemic attacks against civilians, 

demonstrators and dissidents". Subsequently, Qaddafi was reported to have ordered 

his soldiers to open fire on protesters with tanks and anti-aircraft guns, a 

development which resulted in the in the destruction of thousands of people. 

As noted previously in this study, the confirmed reports of systemic attacks against 

civilian population by the regime of Muammar Qaddafi was argued to have prompted 

the UNSC to unanimously adopt resolution 1970, making explicit reference to the 

responsibility to protect, thereby condemning what was referred to as gross and 

systemic violation of human rights in the strife-torn Libya. 

Despite a string of sanctions on Qaddafi 's regime meant to force it to a ceasefire , 

and without appreciable compliance, the UNSC further adopted Resolution 1973 

which authorised member states to take all necessary measures to protect civilians 

under threat of attack in the country. Acting on the resolution , the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organisation (NATO) planes reportedly struck at Qaddafi 's forces leading to 

the fall of the capital city, Tripoli in August, and the death of Qaddafi in October 2011 

which subsequently ended his regime after about forty two years in the saddle. 

In assessing the role played by the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) in the 

Libyan crisis, leading to the fa ll of the Qaddafi regime, what this study shall focus on 

is whether the UNSC acted within its purview as enshrined in its enabling charter. It 

will be recalled that Chapter VII of the UN charter (comprising Articles 39-51) clearly 

specifies the role to be performed by the UN in maintaining world peace. Similarly, 

Chapter VIII (comprising Articles 52-54) highl ights the relationships that exist 

between the UN and any other regional arrangements in the maintenance of world 

peace, (United Nations Charter Website). 



In the case of Libya, there was unnecessary confusion as to whether it was the 

UNSC or the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) that intervened to forcefully 

remove Qaddafi. As noted previously in this study, the creation of a No-Fly-Zone 

(NFZ) over the whole of Libya by Security Council Resolution 1973 on 11 March 

2011 was the aftermath of the call by the League of Arab States for humanitarian 

purposes. 

Besides, the legality of the role of the UNSC can also be predicated on the setting 

up of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change (2004) by the then 

Secretary-General of the UN, Kofi Annan, whose report endorsed the emerging norm 

of a responsibility to protect - R2P. The report states that there is a collective 

international responsibility, exercisable by the UNSC, authorising military intervention 

as a last resort , in the event of genocide and other large-scale killing, ethnic 

cleansing and serious violations of humanitarian law which sovereign governments 

have proved powerless or unwilling to prevent. 

Hence, the intervention by the UNSC in the Libyan crisis can be argued to have a 

legal basis in view of the aforementioned developments. 

In addition, and as noted by Ademola (2011 ), Libya was not the first case in which 

the UN has invited regional organisations to assist in implementing a Security 

Council Resolution or in which the UN has collaborated, in whatever form, with 

regional organisations. Similar instances include UN/Economic Community of West 

African States (ECOWAS) operations in both Liberia and Sierra Leone, and 

UN/Organisation of American States (OAS) in Haiti. With the above analysis, th is 

researcher notes with measured concern , the "voluminous noise" that arose 

following the intervention by NATO, under the auspices of the UNSC in the Libyan 

crisis, and would regard such expression as merely emotive. This position can be 

justified, especially if the carnage going on in Syria is considered. 

2.7 Conclusion 

In this section, the study began by establishing a justifying theoretical framework to 

provide a basis for the study. This was followed by a review of relevant literature by 

scholars on the Arab Uprisings, undertaken with the view to identifying areas of 

vacuum in their analysis and then provides an inspi ration for this study. 



The section also highlighted the geopolitical structure of Libya to provide useful 

insights into the divisions that exist in the country which appear to be a source of 

concern in the political consideration in Libya. The role of social media as a tool of 

coordination in the Libyan revolt was equally highlighted. The section concluded with 

an examination of the role of external forces in the Libyan crisis, and the 

accompanying criticisms. 



CHAPTER THREE 

3.0 Data Collection and Analysis 

3.1 Introduction 

This section contains a highlight of the interpretation of data analysis as propounded 

by a scholar, whose view has been adapted for this study. Besides, the method of 

analysis considered suitable for this work will also be mentioned with relevant 

explanations. Furthermore, the approaches employed by the researcher to generate 

and collate the required data have equally been identified, and this is followed by a 

summary of the adopted procedure for data analysis employed by this study. 

Finally, this section is concluded with actual analysis of the data generated, collated, 

categorised, sorted , ordered and structured for presentation. 

3.2 Data Collection and Collation 

In the opinion of Maree (201 0:78), qualitative data analysis is based on an 

interpretative philosophy that is aimed at examining meaningful and symbolic content 

of qualitative data collected. In other words, this form of analysis tries to establish 

how participants make meaning of a specific phenomenon by analysing their 

perceptions, attitudes, understanding, knowledge, values, feelings and experiences, 

in an attempt to approximate their construction of the phenomenon. 

In specific terms, the method of analysis for this work is the content analysis 

approach , which by definition, refers to a method that identifies and summarises 

message content. According to Maree (2010:83), content analysis as a term refers to 

the analysis of such materials as books, brochures, written documents, transcripts, 

news report, visual media, etc. 

The use of content analysis is often applied by researchers especially when 

analysing responses to open-ended questions on surveys, interviews and 

questionnaires, which form data gathering techniques that shall be employed by this 

work. This method will assist to find out through analysis , the role played by 

opposition forces in regime change in Libya which is the focus of this study. 



For this study, data collected through interviews, recorded in an audio recorder, and 

field notes, were initially coded, and this involved marking the segments of data with 

symbols, descriptive words or by unique identifying names as may be found 

analysable. Data generated through a questionnaire were also sorted thematically 

and then categorised on the basis of preponderance of participant's opinions and 

comment, preparatory to analysis. 

The analysis of data for this study will be carried out based on the following 

guidelines:-

Foremost, it will be necessary to state clearly, the procedure of data analysis 

adopted for this study to ensure reliability of the process. 

A relevant starting point in data analysis, as well as presentation of such is to give a 

description of the participants, which will comprise how the participants were 

identified and selected, their relevant background data, involving age, gender, 

occupation, education, marital status, as well as, an indepth description of the 

context in which the study was done (Maree, 2010). 

Secondly, the process of data analysis also requires that collected data are 

organised, and this involves cutting and sorting, (Maree: 2010). It is a good principle 

to keep the different data sets, such as field notes and interview data, separate, and 

to mark each collection of data clearly in terms of its identifying characteristics, e.g., 

when, where , how and why data was generated. 

Thirdly, analysing data also requires that data collected either electronically or 

digitally, such as tape recordings must be transcribed, and this is best done by the 

researcher. At this stage, it should be noted that it is not acceptable to write up 

summary notes from a tape recording as doing so will undoubtedly compromise the 

validity of the research. This is because the researcher will most certainly be 

prejudiced in the collation of data. 

Fourthly, once all generated data had been sorted and put into print, the researcher 

is expected to read through the entire information to have a good grasp and 

adequate knowledge of the entire content. Let it be stressed that a good analysis 

often depends on the researcher's adequate and unbiased understanding of the 

data, which simply means that the data must be read over and over again. 



Sometimes, it is advised that even if recorded interviews have been transcribed , the 

researcher is expected to listen to the recordings several times. 

Additionally, the researcher commences the reading of the transcribed data carefully 

or line by line, and dividing it into meaningful analytical units or thematically. This 

stage can be referred to as coding. The term Coding is defined, according to (Maree: 

2010), as marking the segments of data with symbols, descriptive words or unique 

identifying names. It could also mean that whenever a meaningful segment of text in 

a transcript is found , a sign or code is applied to signify that particular segment. 

After coding transcribed data, the next step is to organise or combine related codes 

into themes or categories. Each category is further assigned a label or identifying 

sign. The researcher is expected to properly know what the category stands for so 

that it will be easy to group each setoff codes within the appropriate category. 

Finally, the last step in the procedure for analysing qualitative data is to bring some 

order and structure into the categories identified. This involves identifying how each 

category is linked or related to other categories. The relevant questions to ask at this 

stage include the following; what seems more important? less important? Are there 

exceptions or critical cases that do not seem to fit? etc. 

3.3 Data Presentation and Analysis 

In this subsection , this study sets out to analyse the data generated through the two 

methods employed viz, interview and questionnaire, and for the purposes of 

orderliness, the analysis is divided into two parts, A and 8, where , Part A addresses 

responses from interview while Part 8 focuses on responses from the questionnaire. 

In drawing up conclusion and recommendations, the researcher took steps to 

harmonise the findings which emanated from both the interview conducted and the 

responses arising from the questionnaire. 

In Part A, the researcher was able to conduct interviews with a total of three (3) 

participants, who agreed to the researcher's entreaties for interview, characterised 

by endless requests and sometimes cancellation of appointments, which initially was 

a source of worry to the researcher. 



In line with a useful requirement of a first step in data processing as pointed out in 

the early part of this chapter, the interviewees were contacted on the basis of their 

knowledge, skills, experience, among other qualities, in the analysis of issues within 

the realm of international politics, especially in relation to the area of investigation 

covered by this study- the Libyan crisis and the role of opposition in regime change. 

For clarity, this researcher has reproduced the interview questions under appendix 

1 (pp, 44/45), for ease of reference. 

In drafting the interview questions, the researcher was mindful of the need to ensure 

that expected responses would sufficiently address the research questions which 

were highlighted as a subsection under chapter one of the study. 

To facilitate data analysis in this exercise, the researcher carefully categorised the 

twelve (12) interview questions into five (5) compartments on the basis of their 

interrelatedness, and subsequently matched the participants' responses 

thematically. 

Below are the five compartments, denoted with the Q alphabet, ranging from 1-5, 

Q1 What are the causes of the Libyan revolt? 

Q2 What was the role played by the Opposition Forces in the regime change? 

Q3 What role did the external forces play in the Libyan uprising? 

Q4 After regime change, what next? 

Q5 What are the lessons derivable from the revolution that led to the ousting of 

the Qaddafi regime? 

The box below contains a summary of responses by the interviewees to the interview 

questions. 

Question 1: What are the causes of the Libyan revolt? 

Respondent A: Discontentment on the part of the people, Lack of popular 

participation in government , gross unemployment and corruption in government 

Respondent B: Dissatisfaction by the Libyan nationals with the Qaddafi regime, lack 

of respect for human rights , corruption in government 

Respondent C: Oppressive style of government, lack of participation in government 



Question 2: What was the role played by the opposition forces to bring down 

the Qaddafi regime? 

Respondent A: The people were able to organise and mobilise themselves for 

protests and demonstrations, through effective use of social media, such as 

Facebook, Twitter and YouTube 

Respondent B: Opposition forces were united in their determination to oust the 

Qaddafi regime through effective use of social media 

Respondent C: The Opposition Forces were united in their determination to oust the 

regime of Qaddafi and they were effectively organised and mobilised by the use of 

social media 

Question 3:What role did external forces play in the Libyan revolt? 

Respondent A: External forces played the role of applying military offensive and 

economic sanctions to facilitate the ousting of Qaddafi regime 

Respondent B: External intervention manifested in the use of military attack and a 

series of economic sanctions which significantly weakened the Qaddafi regime 

Respondent C: The role played by external forces was in the area of military 

support and economic sanctions 

Question 4:After regime change, what next? 

Respondent A: Libyans will be expected to take urgent measures to reconstruct 

their society, pursue peace and reconciliation for the purpose of stability 

Respondent B: Libya belongs to all Libyans, hence, all hands must be on deck to 

pursue peace and reconciliation 

Respondent C: The responsibility to reconstruct, rehabilitate and stabilise Libya 

rests with Libyans themselves, although this does not preclude foreign support 

Question 5:What are the lessons derivable from the revolution that led to the 

ousting of theQaddafi regime? 

Respondent A: Era of dictatorship is fading 



Respondent 8: Aspiring leaders, especially in Africa, should cultivate the essence of 

good leadership, based on the rule of law 

Respondent C: Participatory democracy should be instituted and pursued for 

legitimacy 

In Part B, the researcher successfully administered and obtained responses to the 

questionnaire from Ten (10) participants in this study. The respondents comprised 

personnel of the South African Institute of International Affairs, Institute of Security 

Studies, United Nations Information Centre; all based in Pretoria, South Africa , and 

academic staff members of the North-West University, Mafikeng Campus, (randomly 

selected). 

For clarity also , the researcher has reproduced the questionnaire content under 

appendix 2 (pp, 46-49) in this study for ease of reference. Expectedly, the 

questionnaire contains both open-ended and closed-ended questions, designed to 

elicit the responses of the targeted respondents on the issues involved in the Libyan 

crisis as articulated by the researcher. The intention is to enable the study to 

generate reliable and valid explanations, comments and informed opinions, that will 

provide a platform to locate the role played by the opposition Forces in the regime 

change in Libya . 

For purposes of ease of analysis, the researcher has carefully categorised the 

sixteen (16) questions in the questionnaire into five (5) units on the basis of their 

interrelatedness, and subsequently matched the respondents' responses to 

determine the preponderance of reactions thematically. 

From the ten respondents to the questionnaire, the main themes identifiable in their 

responses include the following:-

• Widespread discontentment on the part of the Libyan nationals 

• Repressive and dictatorial style of Qaddafi government 

• Lack of popular participation in government by the people 

• High level of unemployment and corruption in government 

• Desire for regime change 



3.4 Conclusion 

In this section, the study provides insights into the meaning attributable to the 

qualitative data analysis method adopted. Additionally, this section also highlighted 

the applicable guidelines by which the analysis method was undertaken. This is 

followed by data presentation and actual analysis required for the study. The section 

ended with the highlights of the themes identifiable in the participants' responses on 

which the findings of this study are established , and these are contained in chapter 

four. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

4.0 Findings/Recommendations 

4.1 Introduction 

In this section, the study revealed the option adopted for communicating the findings 

that came out of the inquiry. This is followed by a highlight of the research questions 

posed by the researcher as contained in chapter one, and the accompanying 

responses by the participants/interviewees. The section ended with the researchers' 

candid assessment of the research findings, which consequently provided a basis for 

the researcher's recommendations. 

In the opinion of Kumar (2011 :277), processing and analysing data in a qualitative 

study is dependent on how the research intends to present or communicate research 

findings. In a broad context, Kumar identifies three ways in which findings can be 

reported in qualitative research, and these include the following:-

• Developing a narrative to describe a situation, episode, event or instance 

• Identifying the main themes that emerge from field notes or transcriptions of 

interviews and writing about them, quoting extensively verbatim 

• Analysing the main themes in order to provide their prevalence, and thus 

significance. 

For this study, the second option as highlighted by Kumar will be adopted in view of 

the fact that the analysis for this work is concentrated largely on identifying the main 

themes that emerged from transcriptions of interviews held by the researcher, and 

also, from the responses to the questionnaires by actual respondents. 

Besides, adopting this option will also facilitate quoting substantially from 

respondents' responses in verbatim format for the purpose of enhancing validity of 

the study. It will be recalled that the entire data generated for this study were 

undertaken through both the interview and questionnaire methods, and the analysis 

has been highlighted in the preceding chapter. 

In th is chapter, a harmonised version of the findings which emanated from the 

analysed data is presented as follows:-



4.2 Questions/Responses 

On what led to the uprising in Libya, responses from the three participants 

interviewed, and all the respondents to the questionnaire indicated clearly, unanimity 

of opinions regarding the causes of the revolt. Specifically, both the interviewees and 

the respondents agreed that the root causes of the Libyan revolution included the 

following , among other issues: 

• Widespread dissatisfaction and discontentment on the part of Libyan nationals 

with the regime of Muammar Qaddafi 

• Lack of popular participation in government by the people owing to the 

absence of democratic institutions 

• Gross unemployment, especially of a sizeable number of educated Libyan 

nationals 

• Wide scale corruption in government and proven cases of nepotism 

• Desire for regime change 

According to one of the interviewees, "The Libyan people were dissatisfied with 

the style of government by Qaddafi, who had ruled for about forty two years. 

There was no governmental structure in place, but the ruled according to his 

whims and caprices" 

On the question of what role was played by the Opposition Forces in seeking regime 

change, the interviewees were unanimous in their claims that the revolt in Libya was 

an internal insurrection designed to oust the regime of Muammar Qaddafi. It will be 

recalled, as mentioned in chapter one of this study, that anti-government protests 

began on 15 February 2011 , and by 18 February, the opposition was already 

controlling most of Benghazi , which is reputed the largest city in Libya. 

According to one of the interviewees, "the uprising in Libya was induced by the 

circumstances within the country, manifesting in dissatisfaction below the 

surface, and not by conspirators far away" 

This position can be supported by the fact that as of 20 February 2011 as highlighted 

also in chapter one of this study, the protest had spread to the capital Tripoli leading 



to a state-owned television address by one of the sons of Qaddafi, who boastfully 

warned the protesters that their country could descend into civil war. 

From the responses to the questionnaire, an overwhelming majority agreed that the 

uprising in Libya was an internal revolt, resulting from the intolerable conditions that 

the Libyans had experienced before and during the uprising. Two of the respondents 

to the questionnaire are of the opinion that even if the revolt was as a result of 

discontent, the trigger was externally generated. 

On the question of what role was played by external forces, such as the United 

Nations Security Council (UNSC), Arab League and North Atlantic Treaty 

Organisation (NATO) in the Libyan revolt, the interviewees agreed that the external 

forces played a significant role by helping the protesters and demonstrators, (later 

described as rebels by the government) who had coalesced into opposition forces, to 

bring down the Qaddafi regime. 

In the opinion of one of the interviewees, "there is no doubt that these 

organisations played a crucial role in helping to bring down the system of 

Qaddafi, especially after these countries realised that the system of Qaddafi 

was behind a lot of problem". 

From the responses to the questionnaire, while nine respondents agreed that the 

external forces significantly facilitated the change of regime in Libya, one respondent 

claims that the three organisations, in his opinion, "are nothing other than Triangular 

evil." However, the respondent submitted that it was the organisations that actually 

made the regime change possible. 

On the question "after regime change, what next", the interviewees expressed hope 

that the Libyans would desire to urgently take steps to reconstruct, stabilize and 

pursue the process of democratising the polity. In the opinion of the interviewees, 

even though there is still palpable confusion in the country, there has been 

some progress in some aspects of life. 

For example, the interviewees identify noticeable, even though small , economic 

improvements with the oi l pipelines running which will undoubtedly earn revenue to 

run the country. At the level of politics, there has been an attempt towards 



democracy with an election that was held in July 2012 leading to the composition of 

the 200-member General National Congress. 

What is however worrisome in respect of the socio-political situation in Libya, in spite 

of the demise of Muammar Qaddafi , who was seen as a common enemy, is that, 

given the fragmentation of the Libyan society, various warlords have arisen, thereby 

resulting in volatile security challenges. 

From the responses to the questionnaire, while nine respondents expressed hopes 

of willingness on the part of Libyans to begin a process of reconstruction and 

stability, one respondent is of the opinion "that the regime change in Libya was a 

violent overthrow of a constituted authority without recourse to constitutional 

means in line with democratic procedure". Analytically, this researcher views this 

position as worrisome because it will be recalled that the Qaddafi regime did not 

enjoy a modicum of legitimacy for the period it lasted . However, this researcher will 

for the purpose of analysis, appreciate the respondents' response. 

Finally, on the question of "what are the lessons that could emanate from the Libyan 

revolution", the interviewees are quite unanimous in their submissions to the effect 

that, the outcomes of the revolt, and consequent regime change, are pointers that 

the era of autocrats is passing. 

In the opinion of the interviewees, current and future leaders, especially in the 

African continent, are expected to begin to undertake what is referred to as 

self-evaluation with regard to leadership, and that in seeking to attain 

leadership positions, the consent of the people should be cultivated through 

an appropriate governmental structure and mechanism. 

Besides, it is the opinion of the interviewees that the basic obligation of leaders, 

coupled with the style of governance, should aim at addressing the needs and 

aspirations of the led to achieve a peaceful and orderly society devoid of chaos and 

conflict. 



4.3 Summary of the Study 

Thus far, this study has examined the role played by Opposition Forces in the regime 

change in Libya . The study began by examining the revolution that engulfed the Arab 

world with particular focus on the Libyan revolt. It will be recalled that the revolution 

which is euphemistically referred to as the Arab spring, erupted in the last quarter of 

the year 2010, specifically on 18 December, following a reaction by a Tunisian 

national to an alleged oppressive attack from a group of security personnel. 

The fallout of the accompanying series of protests and demonstrations forced the 

Tunisian President to vacate office and subsequently fled the country. As if 

contagious, an uprising erupted in Egypt and led to the resignation of President 

Mubarak. 

The experiences in Tunisia and Egypt arguably triggered the revolt in Libya which 

was the focus of this research . This study proceeded to adopt a relevant 

conceptual/theoretical framework upon which it could be contextualised, and 

undertook an overview of the geopolitical and social structure of Libya. The study 

also examined the role played by external forces in the regime change and 

evaluated the criticism that ensued. 

Chapter three of the study highlighted both the research design adopted for the 

study, and the sources of data collection. Finally, chapter four discusses the mode of 

data collection, procedure for collation and analysis. 

Before offering recommendations following from the findings as enunciated in the 

preceding subsection, it will be relevant to highlight the current socio-political 

situation in Libya. This is essential in view of the fact that the Libyan society is still 

very volatile , thereby making any attempt to accurately predict the direction of events 

in the country a risky adventure. 

It will be recalled that after the National Transitional Council (NTC) seized control of 

Tripoli, Mustafa Abdel-Jalil , the Council Chairman, called for a new constitution and 

an election within 18 months. In pursuit of this agenda, an election was held on 7 

July 2012, and led to the composition of a 200-member General National Congress 

(GNC). 



While this democratic experiment would appear to assuage simmering political 

tension in Libya, the struggle for the post of Prime Minister has become worrisome 

as a result of differing political interests. 

The emanating volatile political situation in Libya has assumed a frightening 

dimension resulting in some scholars arguing that elections were held too soon in 

Libya and such were capable of engendering another round of violence. This 

position is no less a reality considering reported cases of violent attacks by armed 

militia groups engaged in supremacy struggles. 

It is the considered view of this researcher, based on the findings earlier highlighted 

in this study, that the Libyan revolt which culminated in regime change was more the 

design of the Libyan nationals rather than any supposed external inducement being 

speculated in certain quarters. 

By way of recapitulation, it will be recalled as highlighted under the problem 

statement contained in chapter one of this study, that the Libyan revolt was a result 

of the following factors, among other issues:-

• Widespread discontent on the part of Libyan nationals, 

• Dictatorship and tyranny of the ousted regime of Muammar Qaddafi , 

• Allegation of high level corruption in government, 

• Gross unemployment on the part of the large percentage of educated , but 

dissatisfied youth, resulting from an economic decline manifesting in poverty 

in the midst of plenty. 

4.4 Recommendations 

Conclusively, this study would recommend the following proposals being the 

considered contribution of this researcher in the evaluation of the Libyan revolt and 

the role played by opposition forces that eventually annihilated the Qaddafi regime. 

Firstly, drawing from the expression of Thomas Jefferson in the American 

Declaration of Independence, as indicated in chapter two of th is study, that when 

government becomes absolute despotism, it is the right of the people to alter or 

abolish it, this study strongly advocates that when a government is not concerned 

about the wellbeing of the people over whom it is exercising authority, such 



government stands the risk of being replaced . This clearly explains what happened 

in Libya. 

At the level of religion , it is believed that when the righteous are in authority, the 

people rejoice , but when the wicked rule , the people mourn . It is indisputable that 

any government, irrespective of its mode or system, exists for the people over whom 

it is exercising authority. Ordinarily, it can be claimed that without the people, 

identified within a defined geographical location or territory, there cannot be any 

government. 

In other words, government exist for the people. As expressed by one of the 

interviewees, and noted previously, those seeking leadership positions must 

undoubtedly seek the consent of the people to be governed through constitutionally 

established political structures and mechanisms which would consequently 

guarantee legitimacy and recognition . 

Secondly, this study posits that leaders, especially, those in the continent of Africa , 

should cultivate the essence of good leadership, based on the rule of law, respect for 

fundamental human rights , and respect for human freedom. The import of this point 

relates to the fact that a leader is adjudged responsible by the people based on the 

leader's overall response to the issues of welfare of the people, degree of attention 

to the peoples' rights and respect for the expression of freedom of the people. All 

these issues will normally be enshrined within the constitutional framework 

legitimately adopted for governance. It is noteworthy that the task of a leader is to 

get his people from where they are now to a better place where they have never 

been. 

The researcher noted in the course of this study, that a potent reason for recurring 

insurgencies, revo lts and consequent armed violence against sitting governments in 

much of Africa has to do with what can be regarded as a disconnect between the 

leaders and the led. Most times, such situation is a result of the apparent unbridled 

desire of some of the leaders for power, for materialistic tendencies, and a 

subsequent refusal to abd icate power, otherwise referred to as sit-tigthism . 

Thirdly, th is study recommends that a continental organisation such as the African 

Union should advance beyond merely creating a mechanism for intervening or 



mediating in conflicts within or between member states, but should be strengthened 

to be able to enforce resolutions adopted to address conflicts and violence and crisis 

anywhere on the continent between leaders and their subjects. In addition, this study 

recommends further that leaders, especially in Africa , should demonstrate a 

reasonable level of commitment to enforcing or abiding by resolutions that border on 

conflict management, because experience has shown that the lack of such hitherto 

has been a source of friction between the leaders and their subjects. 

Fourthly, this study enjoins leaders to begin to cultivate the orientation of seeking to 

bequeath a transmissible leadership legacy, rather than the materialistic tendencies 

which have continued to be the bane of leadership in Africa in general. This position 

has become inevitable in view of the negative impact that has manifested therein 

leading in most cases to distrust, suspicion and hate between the ethnic groups 

within the states, leading to what can be described as ethnic chauvinism in the body 

politic which ultimately manifests in governance laden with corruption. 

The scenario came to the fore in the Libyan crisis where the Cyrenaica region , 

comprising of anti-Qaddafi forces, was reported to have long harboured a strong 

feeling of dissatisfaction with the Qaddafi regime, thereby serving as a trigger to the 

revolt that ensued . This development is clearly a result of the alleged materialistic 

disposition associated with the ousted Qaddafi regime. This study suggests a 

restraint on the part of the leaders in this respect. 

Lastly, this study suggests further that democratic institutions, which would 

incorporate African socio-cultural practices, be remodelled and enhanced by leaders 

in Africa by creating institutional mechanisms, made accessible to their subjects, 

where wholesome leadership instincts for the peaceful resolution of conflicts can be 

inspired. In this instance, this study recommends that institutes such as the Centre 

for Democracy and Good Governance, Institute for Global Dialogue, etc, be 

remodelled to incorporate issues of conflict resolution where citizens of member 

states who are aggrieved can direct their grievances for resolution. However, a 

caveat is that such platforms should not just be devoted to turning out policy papers, 

but should place more emphasis on resolving conflict situations. 



It is the aspiration of this researcher that with the right attitude to leadership, made 

conformable to the pervasive democratic wind blowing globally, incidence of conflicts 

and crises, capable of erupting into insurgency, will be abated. 
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4.6 APPENDIX 1 

Interview questions - Open-ended format 

The underlying questions have been designed to elicit credible information from the 

target sample/audience in this research for the purpose of making an objective 

assessment on the issues involved in the Libyan uprising. 

1. In brief, what would you regard as the major and remote causes of the 

uprising in Libya? 

2. Do you agree that the Libyan crisis was externally induced? 

3. Do you subscribe to the view that, at the base of the Libyan revolution , was 

the issue of religious differences among the people? 

4. Are you bothered about the recurring violent activities by some of the militia 

groups who are noted to have played a significant role in the ousting of 

Qaddafi regime? 

5. Do you agree that the retention of arms by the various militia groups in Libya 

constitute a threat to the much needed stability in the country? 

6. In your own opinion, what efforts has the 200-member General national 

Congress made to achieve reconciliation, stability and reconstruction in 

Libya? 

7. Can it be said that the election in July 2012 of members of the General 

National Congress is representative of the various groups in Libya? 

8. Do you agree that the 18-month long Transition period is adequate to 

guarantee a stable Libyan society preparatory to organising nationally 

acceptable election? 

9. After regime change, what next? 

10. In your own opinion, how will you assess the current socio-political situation in 

Libya since the ouster of the regime of Qaddafi? 



11 . Do you subscribe to the view that the rebellion which brought down the 

Qaddafi government was motivated by sectional interest? 

12. In your opinion, what credible lessons are derivable from the revolution that 

led to ouster of the Qaddafi regime? 



4.7 APPENDIX 2 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

The purpose of this questionnaire is to seek your assistance in gathering data 

on the recent change of leadership in Libya. Your input will enable this 

researcher gather data leading to the completion of a Master of Arts degree at 

the University of Mafikeng. 

Please be assured that your opinions will be treated confidentially. 

Gender 

Question 1. Identify your gender by ticking the correct box 

D Male 

D Female 

Question 2. Age Group 

□ 20-25 

□ 26-35 

□ 36-50 

□ 50-65 

D 66years and above 

Question 3.Educational Qualification 

□ Diploma 

□ Degree 

□ Post Graduate 

Question 4. Citizenship 



Are you a citizen of Libya? 

D Yes 

□ No 

Please explain 

Question 5. Employment 

Are you currently employed? 

D Yes 

□ No 

Question 6. 

Who is your current employer? 

Please explain: 

Question. 7 Roots of conflict in Libya 

Please select the responses that best explain why the conflict in Libya 

erupted 

D Lack of popular participation in government 

D Influence from neighbouring countries 

D Unemployment 

D Friends/members of families arrested 

D Friends/members of families killed by regime forces 

Please give any other factor(s) 



Question 8. In your opinion, did the government of Qaddaffi allow political 

parties to expressthemselves? 

D Yes 

□ No 

Explain: 

Post regime change 

Question 9. After the overthrow of the government of Qaddaffi, what steps 

did the Libyans undertake to create a new order? 

D Endless street celebrations 

D Identify new leadership/council to run the government 

D Select a committee to draft a new constitution 

D Identify a date for a referendum on new constitution 

D Announce election date for Presidential and Legislative Assembly 

Additional comments if any: 

Question 10. 

In your own opinion, did the change unify the people of Libya? 

D Yes 

□ No 

Explain: 



Reactions from other African countries 

Question 11. Identify the reactions of other African countries 

D The new government was immediately accepted by other countries 

D Diplomatic representatives recalled from Libya 

D Dispatch of material resources for war victims 

D Offers for training in the establishment of government 

D Offers to rebuild damaged infrastructure 

Question 12. Evaluate the role by external forces, such as North Atlantic 

Treaty organisation(NATO), United Nations Security Council(UNSC)and the 

Arab League in the overthrow of the government of Qaddaffi. 

Question 13. Evaluate the relationships that exist between Libya and other 

Arab States after the birth of a new order: 

Question 14. What role did the social media play in mobilising the Libyans in 

the overthrow of the government of Late Qaddaffi? 

Question 15. In your own opinion, does the possession of weapons in 

civilians' hands pose any threat to political stability in Libya? 

D Yes 

□ No 

Please explain 



General expectat ions from ordinary citizens. 

Question 16. Please explain what you see as expectations of Libyans as a 

result of the change in government 

This researcher wishes to thank you for your input, and hereby acknowledges 

that your assistance is highly appreciated. 


