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A SUMMARY OF THE STUDY: "The Motif of Purification in the Poetry of Elisabeth Eybers." 

At the beginning of the study it seemed necessary to f irst define the word "motif" in the theory of 
literature. 

Chapter 1 deals with the terminology with regard to the "motif". The problems and values connected 
with the investigation of the "motif" are also dealt with briefly in this chapter. 

Chapter 2 is an introductory chapter on the poetry of Elisabeth Eybers and the concept of 
purification. Elisabeth Eybers' poetry is almost always based on the principle of contrasting; for this 
reason irony and paradox are the dominating facto rs in t he structural elements of her poetry. 

This study deals with purification, protection and concealment representing the contrast. The term 
"purification" contains in itself a contradiction : representing not only the idea of taking away, but 
also that of adding to. Suffering, hardship, pain, grief and loneliness are, amongst others, the means 
of purification, by which the gain is growth, maturing and the laying bare of the deepest core of man. 

Purification can operate on many planes, for instance: purification in connection with religion; 
purification in connection with the existence of man; purification in nature and purification in 
connection with the arts. In Elisabeth Eybers' poetry religion is not an important motivating force. It 
seems that the purification in connection with human existence contains the best possibilities, 
therefore chapters 3 to 11 deal with this plane of purification. In these chapters the development of 
purification in connection with man is traced in chronological order through her poetry. With 
development we do not imply a straight-line progression , but amongst others, a deepening, changing, 
contrasting, reversal, etc. 

In chapter 12 two other planes concerned with purification are discussed " ; purification in 
nature and purification in connection with the art istic. This represents merely a wide perspective and 
notan exhaustive discussion. 

Throughout the discussion of the poems, purificat ion with respect to form is likewise dealt with. This 
is in most cases, however, only "by the way" remarks which are not then and there researched in 
depth. 

Chapter 13 is a. summary of the aspects of the form which has been mentioned in the previous 
chapters. From the study, it appears that the idea of purification is not only one of theme, but also 
of structural presentation in her work. 

The study shows that a large number of the best poems of Elisabeth Eybers' works are connected 
with .. th e motif of purification. Quantatively and qualitatively we have here to do with an important 
fac t in her work. 


