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ABSTRACT

The ability to communicate is a basic characteristic of man.
Communication therefore fills an important and central place
in Religious Instruction.

' Today communication is a problem in all spheres of society and
particularly in Religious Instruction. The fundamental cause
of the problem of communication is the disturbed relationship .
between man and God caused by the original sin. The result
thereof is a distortion of all human communication.

Through Jesus Christ man has obtained the opportunity to restore
his relationship with God and thus the possibility of better
human communication. This possibility only becomes reality

when the individual accepts Jesus Christ is the foundation for
true communication.

Before true communication can take place both the child and the
teacher must be in gear with God's Word. The most important
requirement for communication in Religious Instruction for both
teacher and child is that they must be Christians.

The number of non-Christian children in schools is 1ncrea§ing.
This brings a new facit in Religious Instruction which suggests
evangelization, and requires a new approach in respect of the
syllabi, textbooks, training of teachers and classroom teaching.
In order to communicate with the child one must know and under=
stand him. The intellectual level, the environment and the
mental attitude of today's child is in many respects totally
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In
different to that of the child of previous generations-

order to adapt to the ch11d of today a new approach in Reld ot
Instruction is necessary. The present selection and arrangemz
of the subject matter in Religious Instruction is outdated ant
needs to be replanned. It must meet the actua11ty—requ1remen ®
of the modern child and society.

g'IOUS

jgious
Communication has a central place in every aspect of Re11? trucs
ns
Instruction and therefore the entire method of Religious th1$
tion must be based on communication. However, at prese"t

is not always the case.

Thorough planning, training and presentation in Religious In=
struction is essential, but our trust must not be therein- Truf_
communication is the work of God, and the true strength if Rel?®
gious nstruction is the strength of God. What we actually seek
and need in our work is God's blessing.

v
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