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ABSTRACT

The perpetual conflict in Darfur, Sudan, which started anew in 2003, had dire
humanitarian consequences and threatened international peace and security. The UN
Security Council, which has the primary responsibility for maintaining international
peace and security, adopted Resolution 1769 on 31 July 2007 and authorised a 26 000
person-strong joint African Union/United Nations hybrid operation in Darfur
(UNAMID) to take over from AMIS (the African Union peace operation in Darfur).
UNAMID was established with dual command and control linked to both the African
Union and the United Nations and both organisations would have an equal say in its
mandate and operations. Given this unique and unprecedented arrangement between
a regional organisation and the United Nations in terms of maintaining international

peace and security, the aim of this research was to:

e Understand and describe the political motivations/reasons why the United
Nations formed a hybrid peace operation with the African Union;

e Establish in which way the aforementioned impacted on future efforts of the
United Nations to maintain international peace and security, especially on the
African continent; and, based on this,

e To determine whether or not hybrid operations were a viable alternative for

the United Nations to maintain international peace and security.

By means of a thorough analysis of the theoretical underpinnings of international
peace and security, an assessment of the peace and security architecture of the United
Nations and the African Union, an investigation into the origins of the Darfur conflict,
an examination of the structure and mandate of UNAMID, and through an empirical
investigation, a new theoretical proposition is provided in the conclusion of the thesis.
It is concluded that the UNAMID model, in practical terms, is not an optimal
mechanism for the United Nations to use to maintain international peace and security
because it suffers from numerous internal political inequities and operational

inadequacies.
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SAMEVATTING

Die deurlopende konflik in Darfoer, Soedan, wat opnuut in 2003 begin het, het
nypende humanitére probleme tot gevolg gehad en internasionale vrede en sekuriteit
bedreig. Die Verenigde Nasies se Veiligheidsraad, wat primér daarvoor
verantwoordelik is om internasionale vrede en sekuriteit to verseker, aanvaar op 31
Julie 2007 Resolusie 1769 en skep ‘n hibriede operasie in Darfoer, wat gesamentlik
uit 26 000 mense van die Afrika-Unie en die Verenigde Nasies bestaan (UNAMID),
bemagtig om by AMIS (die Afrika-Unie se vredesoperasie in Darfur) oor te neem.
UNAMID was daargestel met wedersydse bevel-en-beheer en was tot beide die
Afrika-Unie en die Verenigde Nasies verbind, terwyl albei organisasies gelyke insae
met betrekking tot sy mandaat en operasies gehad het. In ag genome hierdie unieke
en ongehoorde ooreenkoms tussen ‘n streeksorganisasie en die Verenigde Nasies in
terme van die handhawing van internasionale vrede en sekuriteit, het hierdie

navorsing ten doel gehad om:

e die politicke motiverings en redes te verstaan en te beskryf waarom die
Verenigde Nasies ‘n hibriede vredesoperasie met die Afrika-unie gevorm het;

e vas te stel in watter mate bogenoemde ‘n impak op die toekomstige pogings
van die Verenigde Nasies sal hé om internasionale vrede en sekuriteit te
handhaaf, veral in Afrika; en, daarop gebaseer,

e te bepaal of hibriede operasies ‘n lewensvatbare alternatief vir die Verenigde

Nasies is om internasionale vrede en sekuriteit te handhaaf.

Deur middel van ‘n deeglike analise van die teoretiese onderlegging van
internasionale vrede en sekuriteit, ‘n assessering van die vrede-en-sekuriteit-
argitekture van die Verenigde Nasies en die Afrika-Unie, ‘n ondersoek na die
oorsprong van die Darfoer-konflik, en ‘n beskouing van die struktuur en mandaat van
UNAMID is ‘n nuwe teoretiese voorstel in die slotsom van die tesis ontwikkel. Daar
is egter vasgestel dat die UNAMID-model, in praktiese terme, nie ‘n optimale
meganisme vir die Verenigde Nasies is om internasionale vrede en sekuriteit te
handhaaf nie, omdat dit deurspek is met politicke ongelykhede en operasionele

ongenoegsaamhede.
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